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NUMBER 36 June, 2009 

THE CHURCH FROM 40,000’ 

. 
When our daughters were young, I saw a 
satirical cartoon on a Saturday morning 
which had an alien spaceship viewing the 
earth from 40,000’.  He saw earthlings of 
various colors and sizes who would wake up 
each morning and run around on paths dur-
ing the day.  
 
This made sense to the alien, but what was 
a curiosity was the 2 legged parasites which 
the earthlings would allow to invade the 
earthlings and ride along as the earthlings 
travelled along their paths, and then get 
back out.    A clear misunderstanding, but 
gives an interesting insight.   
 
What would the aliens say about our church 
services.  Possibly the following: 
 
The main use of the church building is for 1  
hour on Sunday morning.  All attendees file 
in and sit on long benches facing the stage.  
Several men (only men) alternately take the 
stage, usually 8 or so men.  When some of 
the men talk, the attendees smile, when oth-
ers talk, the attendees just look at the floor.   
 
An activities director talks briefly with every-
one looking at the floor two times and di-
rects men (only) to distribute trays from 
which attendees remove something small 
the first time and get a drink the second 
time.    A third time he directs the men to 
pass trays around, but this time the atten-
dees put money in the tray.  Apparently they 
are paying for what they took before.   
 

A group participation leader goes to the 
stage several times during the service and 
leads the attendees in group singing.    
 
After most of the men do their part, the star 
of the show goes to the stage and talks for a 
long time.  No other activities happen during 
this period, although some attendees are al-
lowed to take a brief nap.   
 
At the end of the long talking period, the most 
unpredictable part of the meeting happens.  
Most of the time there is a group song, some 
floor talking, and then everyone leaves.   Oc-
casionally one or more attendees goes to the 
front bench, and after a brief private conver-
sation a man speaks as the members look at 
the floor.  
 
A rare event which can happen at this time is 
that an attendee (usually a young one) goes 
to the front bench and has a brief public con-
versation with one of the men.  They are then 
whisked away to a private room and appear 
in a small swimming pool behind the stage.   
In the swimming pool there is a brief drown-
ing test in which the attendee is shoved un-
der the water in an apparent initiation ritual to 
achieve a higher level of membership in the 
group.  All seem to survive the drowning test, 
and after the test there is great joy and hug-
ging.   
 
After this event the group singing and floor 
talking occurs and most attendees appear to 
have done their part for the week.   
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WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
The church of Christ is a local group of Chris-
tians which try to speak where the Bible speaks 
and remain silent where this Bible is silent.    
 
The church of Christ tries to reestablish the pat-
tern and teaching of the New Testament era at 
each location.   
 
The church of Christ tries to reestablish the 
scriptural organization of the church at each lo-
cation. 
 
The church of Christ has members who believe 
they are following the scriptural teachings as 
best they can.    
 
Church of Christ members believe that we 
should not judge others’ eternal reward, but that 
it is not reasonable to give comfort to others 
who follow their own preferences rather than 
teachings of the Bible.  
 
 

About 1/2 of the attendees return on Sunday 
night for more of the same.   It is hard to tell if 
they enjoy the activity and want to do it again or  
simply need more of the activity to meet their 
membership requirements.   
 
There are two other times, one before the Sun-
day morning meeting and one on Wednesday 
evening where smaller groups of members 
meet together.   Some of the groups sit in rows 
and listen to a person like the star of the show 
in larger group.  Some of them meet in a circle 
where more of the attendees tend to talk to 
each other.   
 
This curious pattern repeats week after week 
with little change.    Nothing appears to be ac-
complished but the attendees continue to come 
year after year.  There is no movie shown.  No 
band or other entertainment group seems to be 
required to keep the attention of the attendees 
or to keep them giving money.    People are al-
ways encouraged by being allowed to partici-
pate in group activities like singing but that 
would not  explain the ongoing appeal of this 
meeting.  The more likely explanation for this 
phenomenon is that the long talker has a really 
good story to tell, and he tells it in weekly in-
stallments.    
 
As hard as it is to imagine a story entertaining 
enough to keep a group entertained for years, 
this can be observed in numerous locations.    
Surely this story is something the alien must 
learn about and report back to his leaders.  
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THE FORGIVABLE UNFORGIVABLE SIN? 
 
Relevant verses: 
 
Heb 6:4-6: For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heav-
enly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God 
and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them 
again to repentance, since they again crucified to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open 
shame.  (NAS)  
 
Matt. 12:31-32 ”Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but blas-
phemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.  And whosoever shall speak a word against the 
Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not 
be forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.” 
 
Mark 3:29-30  “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphe-
mies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
guilty of an eternal sin – because they were saying , ‘He has an unclean spirit’.” 
 
Luke 12:10  “And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him: 
but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him.” 
 
Conventional Wisdom today is that the “unforgiveable sin” will be forgiven if 

you repent.   
 

Whatever form of logic you use for decision making which allows you to believe that 
an unforgiveable sin is forgivable will let you believe anything you want to on any Bibli-

cal subject.  
 

If you are going to ‘speak where the Bible speaks, and remain silent where the Bible is 
silent”, you will not teach that the unforgivable sin is forgivable. 

 
 
 
 

We will offer free space for anyone who wants to explain how an unforgivable sin is 
forgivable.  Limit your response to 500 words (1 page).  If you cannot explain your un-

derstanding in 500 words, you need to learn how to get to the point.  
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We hear a lot about Intelligent Design today, and 
negative reaction to it by the “scientists”.  The 
“scientist” have defined their measure for intelli-
gence which we are going to discuss.  But first 
we will look at God’s simplest work.  Below on 
this column is a nucleotide.  It is a basic building 
block of life.   
 
On the adjacent column is the entire DNA of the 
virus X174, which is 5,375 combinations of 4 dif-
ferent nucleotide formations.   

This is the simplest virus known  with this much 
programming.  A virus is something which is not 
complex enough to be “alive”, as it cannot re-
produce, but must reproduce in the cells of a 
host animal (like you).  The question is whether 
this is complex enough to have needed a de-
signer or can simply be an accident of evolu-
tion.   

 
 
 
 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION: DNA—A PROOF OF GOD 
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 IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION: INTELLIGENT DESIGN 
“Scientists”  will assure you that this is easy for 
evolution, but what do they say when they are not 
trying to justify evolution.   
 
Scientist, primarily led by a Frank Drake, have 
searched for intelligent extra terrestrial life since 
1960.  He is Emeritus Professor of Astronomy and 
Astrophysics at the University of California, Santa 
Cruz.  
 
On August 15, 1977 Dr. Jerry R. Ehman received 
a signal which was judged to be the sign of extra 
terrestrial intelligence.    It is important to under-
stand that the complexity of this message was not 
judged to be something to have happened by ac-
cident, but was the sign of an intelligent being.  It 
gives us a measure to determine what complexity 
might require intelligent design.   
 
The following is a printout of what is called the 
“Wow!” signal.   

You can be impressed that the signal is 6EQUJ5 
and lasted for 72 seconds.    With that as the defi-
nition of what requires intelligence to produce, you 
can safely say that it takes supernatural assis-
tance to design the simple virus DNA seen on the 
last page.  You can be really sure that it takes an 
intelligent designer to make human DNA.   
 
However, in spite that the printout says 6EQUJ5, 
the signal did not say that.  

The Big Ear Radio telescope was tuned to a 
single frequency and the possible volumes 
(intensities) of the signal was assigned num-
bers from 0 to 9 and then louder signals as-
signed letters from A to Z.   It is like you hit the 
“A” key on the piano softly and then loudly, but 
it is still the “A” key.   
 
Now, note that the letters 6EQU are in the or-
der of progressive increasing.  Then the letters 
UJ5 are going back down.    This means that a 
single note got loud and then quiet again.   
That’s it.   
 
One note which gets loud and then gets quiet 
is considered proof of intelligence by scientist 
not trying to prove evolution.  Living things with 
millions of coded DNA signals are considered 
as accidents of evolution not requiring any in-
telligent design by ‘scientists’ trying to justify 
evolution.   
 
 
 
For more information on this read the wow-
signal at www.answers.com 
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SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL 
CHURCH GROWTH CONFER-
ENCE 
 
We are considering sponsoring a confer-
ence on sustained scriptural church growth 
in the greater Houston area.    If you would 
like to speak at such a conference, would 
attend, or be involved in any other way, let 
us know at info@thearray.com. 
 
The conference would not address doing 
the same things to continue to not grow.  It 
would be focused on what we can do to 
remain scriptural and grow. 

NEW SPANISH WORK IN SPRING BRANCH IN WEST HOUSTON 
 
As of the first of the year, Jim Culpepper began a new work in the Spring Branch area which is fo-
cused on the Spanish speaking brethren (and future brethren and sisters).  If you might be inter-
ested in helping in this work, contact Jim at Jim L. Culpepper & Associates, P. C., 9821 Katy Free-
way, Suite 110, Houston, Texas 77024-1208, Telephone:  713-463-6300, Fax:  713-463-6301, or 
jim@culpepperlaw.com.  Jim has been a leader in this work for many years and should be com-
mended and supported in his new challenge.   

FILL-IN PREACHERS 
We are starting a pilot program to co-
ordinate fill-in preachers for various congre-
gations in the greater Houston Area.  The 
presumption is that there are some larger 
congregations who have more men willing 
to present an occasional sermon than op-
portunities exist, and there are some smaller 
congregations where more opportunities ex-
ist than speakers.   
 
Visit thearray.org and click on FILL-IN 
PREACHERS to see if any of the speakers / 
topics are interesting to you, or if you would 
like to add a topic to the list.   
 
If you want to add a topic, you need to indi-
cate your name, home congregation, phone 
number, and 1 to 4 topics.  Each title and de-
scription of a topic should be 15-30 words.  
Send the list to info@thearray.org. 

ARTICLES NEEDED 
 
Whereas we are interested in articles which support the themes of this newsletter and arti-
cles of general interest, we want to request articles which oppose these viewpoints.  It is edu-
cational to be exposed to and understand various points of view. 
 
We would like to specifically invite an article which justifies the non-growth of a congregation  
from anyone who does not believe that church growth is God’s plan. 
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MONEY PAGE 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION! 
 
This publication continues (since 1991) to make a standing offer of $100 to the first person who can 
give any reason (1 or more) as to why atheistic evolution is a better explanation for the universe 
and/or life than creation by God, The Father of Adam, Abraham, and Jesus; as revealed in the Bible. 
 
We will also give you $100 if we cannot give you 12 reasons why atheistic evolution is impossible as 
an explanation for our existence. 
 
We will discuss this any place, any time, and in any forum. 
 
(This offer has been made repeatedly since June of 1991 with no takers) 
 

GUARANTEED CHURCH GROWTH 
 

If your congregation does the following, BCE Publications guarantees that it will grow. 
 

Poll your congregation three times at 6 months intervals with the following results: 
• 50% of the members know who their elder is 
• 50% of the members will say that a minister is their friend 
• 50% of the members will say that they are uplifted by the song services 
• 50% of the men will say that their input is considered before physical decisions are made  
• 50% of the members will say they are an important part of the work 
• 50% of the members will say they are aware of the goals of the congregation 
    50% of the members will say that they know what their part is in achieving your goals 
 

GUARANTEE: For the first congregation which does this and does not grow by at least 10%, we will 
send $1000 to the church related children’s home of your choice in your name. 
 

I have never met a person who said that if they did this their church would not grow.  If your congre-
gation is not growing, what have you got to lose? (Offer made since 2001)  

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION? 
 
We will offer $100 to the first person who can explain how we could have violated the first law 
of thermodynamics and have come into existence without God. 
 
We will offer $100 to the first person who can explain how we could have violated the second 
law of thermodynamics and have existed forever without God. 
 
(Offer first posted 8/08) 
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The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES 
 

AREA WIDE WORSHIP SERVICE 
Fifth Ward Church of Christ and Memorial Church of Christ have been exchanging annual visits to 
each other’s congregations for Sunday evening services.    It is an activity well received by all mem-
bers, and has included a meal prepared by the hosting congregation.    
 
Discussions are underway between the congregations to sponsor an AREA WIDE WORSHIP SER-
VICE, potentially once a quarter.  A possible venue could be the 5000 seat Don Coleman Basketball 
stadium on Dairy Ashford in west Houston.  Hosting a meal is probably not practical.  If you have 
ideas on how to implement this, want to help implement this, would like to attend, or have other com-
ments, send  to info@thearray.org and we will forward them to those having the discussions.  
 

YAHOO GROUP 
HoustonCofC is a Yahoo group hosted by Steve Sandifer [steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net] for the pur-
pose of communicating Houston area news among the brethren.   It is open to any member of the 
church at no cost. 
 
The Christian Array Newsletter 
This newsletter will be sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, send an e-mail 
to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
info@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possible 
and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that light, we 
would appreciate: 
1. Your forwarding the church member e-mail addresses  which you have. 
2. Sending the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have. 
3. Give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 
 
This information will not be sold or used for any purpose not mentioned herein. 


