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NUMBER 34 March, 2009 

2009—NEW DATE IN RESTORATION HISTORY???? 

We have now been informed that 2009 will 
be a new date to be remembered in Resto-
ration history.  The attached article from the 
January issue of the Christian Chronicle—
”2009 to add new date to Restoration his-
tory” even tells us this in the title.  Turns out 
our new historic date will be October 4, 
2009 at a “Great Communion Service”. 
 
If one was to question the statements made 
in the article, the Christian Chronicle would 
likely reply that this is only an editorial opin-
ion of one person.  I would like to suggest 
that not only would the Christian Chronicle 
not put in an editorial that they disagreed 
with, It would be wrong for them to do so.    
That being said, the Christian Chronicle is 
clearly giving public support and printers ink 
to promote the teachings of the “editorial”.   
 
The author is a Douglas A. Foster,  profes-
sor of church history and Director of the 
Center for Restoration Studies at Abilene 
Christian University.   It is unreasonable to 
think that Abilene Christian University does 
not know the religious teachings of their 
staff, and in retaining the personnel is advo-
cating the teaching of those staff members. 
 
That being said the article doesn’t say a 
whole lot.  It says that Douglas Foster is part 
of a Disciples of Christ Task Force to have a 
Great Communion on October 4, 2009 in 
thousands of places around the world with 
some undefined group.  It also says Douglas 
Foster co-edited a book called One Church.  
I bought the book.  You can buy it new on 
Amazon.com for $10.99 or used for $9.99. 

The full “editorial” is included on page three of 
this newsletter. 
 
Again, I would suggest that the Christian 
Chronicle and Abilene Christian University 
have advocated whatever this book they are 
recommending says.   
 
I have taken the following direct quotations 
out of the book.  They are “out of context” as I 
cannot include the whole context.   Reading 
the whole book will give the whole context, 
and is a good thing for all members of the 
church to read to see what is happening to us. 
 
P. 55:  “Were they not Christ followers before 
they came to the conviction they needed to 
be immersed?”   
 
P. 56 “When we see our primary identity not 
as being part of a denomination but the king-
dom of God, we are in a much better position 
to welcome  people from different traditions 
than if we have to uphold our own denomina-
tion as a test of fellowship.” 
 
P. 64:  “Even white, middle class males who 
are ministers of non-instrumental Churches 
of Christ in Tennessee and Alabama read the 
Bible through extra-biblical lenses or filters 
that often unconsciously enable them to up-
hold the status quo and thereby protect their 
vested interests” 
 
p. 73 “our brothers and sisters of other de-
nominations” 
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was so deeply concerned about her sins that she was 
pouring out her heart to God and seeking the forgiveness 
we find in Christ.” 
 
My favorite proposal of Douglas Foster’s book is to sug-
gest that non-instrumental churches use instrumental mu-
sic so we would feel closeness.  Even if it is not a sin to 
use instrumental music, if you believe it is, it is a sin to do 
it.  They are simply asking people to sin to become a uni-
fying force.   
 
It seems to be the clear intention of this group to unite the 
Churches of Christ with the Christian Churches/Disciples 
of Christ.  The question for Douglas Foster is that if the 
Churches of Christ make the compromises necessary to 
see that happen, what will be the next set of compromises 
to be made when we merge with the next denomination?  
If you want to merge to feel close to others, there are a lot 
of others out there.  
 
The question for the rest of us is whether we are going to 
sit by and let it happen. 
 
Great Communion is sponsored by Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society. To learn more about their mission, 
visit www.DisciplesHistory.org 
 
TASK FORCE MEMBERS: 
Robert Welsh, President, Council on Christian Unity 
Charles Gaines, Former Vice Moderator of CC(DOC) 
Diane Spleth, Disciples minister, Indiana 
Dara Cobb, Disciples minister, North Carolina 
Jeff Weston, General Secretary, World Convention 
Clinton Holloway, World Convention 
Mark Taylor, Editor, Christian Standard 
Doug Foster, Historian, Abilene Christian University 
Victor Knowles, publisher One Body magazine 
Greg Taylor, managing editor wineskins.org 
Jerry Taylor, Abilene Christian University 
Irie Session, Disciples minister, Texas 
Patricia Magness, Milligan College 
Joy McMillon, associate editor, the Christian Chronicle 
Wye Huxford, European Evangelistic Society 

Continued From Page 1: 
 
P.75 “She could have explained that 
while we recognize and affirm the prac-
tices of “sprinkling” and of baptizing in-
fants, we believe the Bible generally 
shows people to be baptized when they 
come to believe Jesus is the Christ, and 
make a confession of that belief.  Fur-
ther, we understand that biblical exam-
ples of baptism demonstrate full immer-
sion.” 
 
P 84 “The worldview that Churches of 
Christ have a privileged place above 
denominations, insider knowledge of 
scripture, and a unique place in history 
is flawed.” 
 
P 85 “In spite of this, the stubborn 
autonomous streak in us has allowed 
some communities within Churches of 
Christ to break free from this conceit 
and become learners again.” 
 
P110 “My practical suggestion on this 
matter is this: Instrumental Christian 
Churches/Churches of Christ, make 
plans to have services occasionally 
without instruments for the sake of our a 
cappella brothers and sisters so that we 
may together feel more closely the one-
ness among us.  ..........  Non-
Instrumental Churches of Christ, try to 
have services as often as you can with 
instruments for the same purpose, so 
that the breath of oneness prevails 
among us and, more importantly, that 
we together become an unified force for 
effective world evangelization.” 
 
P 118 “As prayers of thanksgiving were 
being offered, I began to drift off.  But I 
was awakened by the sound of soft cry-
ing.  The woman leading us in prayer  
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A new element has been 
discovered: 
 
Lawrence Livermore Laboratories has discov-
ered the heaviest element yet known to science.. 
The new element, Governmentium (Gv), has 
one neutron, 25 assistant neutrons, 88 deputy 
neutrons, and 198 assistant deputy neutrons, 
giving it an atomic mass of 312.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These 312 particles are held together by forces 
called morons, which are surrounded by vast 
quantities of lepton-like particles called peons.  
 
Since Governmentium has no electrons, it is in-
ert; however, it can be detected, because it im-
pedes every reaction with which it comes into 
contact. A tiny amount of Governmentium can 
cause a reaction that would normally take less 
than a second, to take from four days to four 
years to complete. 
 
Governmentium has a normal half-life of 2-6 
years; It does not decay, but instead undergoes 
a reorganization in which a portion of the assis-
tant neutrons and deputy neutrons exchange 
places. 

 
 
In fact, Governmentium's mass will actually in-
crease over time, since each reorganization will 
cause more morons to become neutrons, form-
ing isodopes.  
 
This characteristic of moron promotion leads 
some scientists to believe that Governmentium 
is formed whenever morons reach a critical 
concentration. This hypothetical quantity is re-
ferred to as critical morass. 
 
When catalysed with money, Governmentium 
becomes Administratium, an element that radi-
ates just as much energy as Governmentium 
since it has half as many peons but twice as 
many morons.  
 
 
 
 
WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 
The church of Christ is a local group of Chris-
tians which try to speak where the Bible speaks 
and remain silent where this Bible is silent.    
 
The church of Christ tries to reestablish the pat-
tern and teaching of the New Testament era at 
each location.   
 
The church of Christ tries to reestablish the 
scriptural organization of the church at each lo-
cation. 
 
The church of Christ has members who believe 
they are following the scriptural teachings as 
best they can.   
 
Church of Christ members believe that we 
should not judge others’ eternal reward, but that 
it is not reasonable to give comfort to others 
who follow their own preferences rather than 
teachings of the Bible.  
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 IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION: LIFE ON MARS  
Reading newspaper headlines for the past few years that “scientist” walked along the Antarctic ice 
and picked up a rock and concluded that there was life on Mars has been nothing short of amazing.  
 
As a mechanical engineer, it is amazing that someone would believe that you could hit Mars hard 
enough to knock rocks out of Mars’ gravitational field.  Just look at the rocket power we use to 
achieve that on earth.  As Mars is about 1/2 the size of the earth, the gravity is estimated to be 35% 
of earths gravity and the atmosphere is thin, it would not be as difficult as on the earth.   
 
All you would have to do is to hit a rock hard enough with a meteoroid to instantly accelerate it to a 
speed which would move it out of the Martian gravity field, without crushing it.   This illogical idea 
has truly received favorable treatment status because it tends to support the theory of evolution.   
 
What is equally amazing is that a University of Houston doctoral student has received an award for 
debunking this theory.  In Texas as we learn that it is not acceptable to talk about the problems of 
the theory of evolution,  it is encouraging to see someone speak up against conventional wisdom. 
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 CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

 
Most discussions regarding how to change a congregation from a non-growing situation to a growing 
situation involve which minor aspect of the congregation can be tweaked.  We have had an elder lit-
erally carry the day convincing everyone that if they changed the name of “committees” to 
“corridors”, the congregation would begin to grow (that tweak didn’t work).  The point of this article is 
that it is likely that this attitude is not even close to what needs to happen to change the status quo 
of your congregation. 
 
Consider the following: 
1. It likely took years for the congregation to move from a formerly growing situation to the present 

non-growing situation.  
2. The same group of leaders who led the congregation from growth to non-growth are still in 

charge.  
3. The organization of the congregation is likely to not be administratively able to manage the con-

gregation of the present size (which is likely why it stopped growing in the first place).    It was 
likely a good organizational system for the smaller congregation that the congregation used to 
be.  It was good enough to grow the congregation to be too big a congregation for it. 

4. The members have become accustomed to doing a minimum level of activity, and have devel-
oped other commitments to fill their time, especially at this time when there are so many other 
things to do.  

 
Rather than tweaking some small factors at the congregation, it is likely you will need to: 
1. Make a dedicated commitment for an extended period of time. 
2. Incorporate some fresh input into the leadership, 
3. Change the organization of the congregation substantially.  Elders still need to be in charge, 

however, the primary role of elders is shepherding rather than being the head deacons.  It is 
likely that no where near enough administrative time is expended to get the deacons and other 
members of the congregation on the same page and enfranchised to accomplish the work of the 
church.  It is probably a good rule that if your congregation has the same organizational plan it 
had 5 years ago, if it obsolete. 

4. Getting members re-involved in the process will take a lot of time and planning.    They now have 
a low level of activity reinforced by years of successfully having a minimal involvement.   

 
It will be a daunting task to change a congregation from a non-growing situation to a growing situa-
tion.  The alternative is going to judgment day and telling Jesus of a non-productive multi-talented 
congregation which you oversaw.   

NOT EVEN CLOSE 
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SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL 
CHURCH GROWTH CONFER-
ENCE 
 
We are considering sponsoring a confer-
ence on sustained scriptural church growth 
in the greater Houston area.    If you would 
like to speak at such a conference, would 
attend, or be involved in any other way, let 
us know at info@thearray.com. 
 
The conference would not address doing 
the same things to continue to not grow.  It 
would be focused on what we can do to 
remain scriptural and grow. 

NEW SPANISH WORK IN SPRING BRANCH IN WEST HOUSTON 
 
As of the first of the year, Jim Culpepper began a new work in the Spring Branch area which is fo-
cused on the Spanish speaking brethren (and future brethren and sisters).  If you might be inter-
ested in helping in this work, contact Jim at Jim L. Culpepper & Associates, P. C., 9821 Katy Free-
way, Suite 110, Houston, Texas 77024-1208, Telephone:  713-463-6300, Fax:  713-463-6301, or 
jim@culpepperlaw.com.  Jim has been a leader in this work for many years and should be com-
mended and supported in his new challenge.   

FILL-IN PREACHERS 
We are starting a pilot program to co-
ordinate fill-in preachers for various congre-
gations in the greater Houston Area.  The 
presumption is that there are some larger 
congregations who have more men willing 
to present an occasional sermon than op-
portunities exist, and there are some smaller 
congregations where more opportunities ex-
ist than speakers.   
 
Visit thearray.org and click on FILL-IN 
PREACHERS to see if any of the speakers / 
topics are interesting to you, or if you would 
like to add a topic to the list.   
 
If you want to add a topic, you need to indi-
cate your name, home congregation, phone 
number, and 1 to 4 topics.  Each title and de-
scription of a topic should be 15-30 words.  
Send the list to info@thearray.org. 

ARTICLES NEEDED 
 
Whereas we are interested in articles which support the themes of this newsletter and arti-
cles of general interest, we want to request articles which oppose these viewpoints.  It is edu-
cational to be exposed to and understand various points of view. 
 
We would like to specifically invite an article which justifies the non-growth of a congregation  
from anyone who does not believe that church growth is God’s plan. 
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MONEY PAGE 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION! 
 
This publication continues (since 1991) to make a standing offer of $100 to the first person who can 
give any reason (1 or more) as to why atheistic evolution is a better explanation for the universe 
and/or life than creation by God, The Father of Adam, Abraham, and Jesus; as revealed in the Bible. 
 
We will also give you $100 if we cannot give you 12 reasons why atheistic evolution is impossible as 
an explanation for our existence. 
 
We will discuss this any place, any time, and in any forum. 
 
(This offer has been made repeatedly since June of 1991 with no takers) 
 

GUARANTEED CHURCH GROWTH 
 

If your congregation does the following, BCE Publications guarantees that it will grow. 
 

Poll your congregation three times at 6 months intervals with the following results: 
• 50% of the members know who their elder is 
• 50% of the members will say that a minister is their friend 
• 50% of the members will say that they are uplifted by the song services 
• 50% of the men will say that their input is considered before physical decisions are made  
• 50% of the members will say they are an important part of the work 
• 50% of the members will say they are aware of the goals of the congregation 
    50% of the members will say that they know what their part is in achieving your goals 
 

GUARANTEE: For the first congregation which does this and does not grow by at least 10%, we will 
send $1000 to the church related children’s home of your choice in your name. 
 

I have never met a person who said that if they did this their church would not grow.  If your congre-
gation is not growing, what have you got to lose? (Offer made since 2001)  

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION? 
 
We will offer $100 to the first person who can explain how we could have violated the first law 
of thermodynamics and have come into existence without God. 
 
We will offer $100 to the first person who can explain how we could have violated the second 
law of thermodynamics and have existed forever without God. 
 
(Offer first posted 8/08) 
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The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES 
 

AREA WIDE WORSHIP SERVICE 
Fifth Ward Church of Christ and Memorial Church of Christ have been exchanging annual visits to 
each other’s congregations for Sunday evening services.    It is an activity well received by all mem-
bers, and has included a meal prepared by the hosting congregation.    
 
Discussions are underway between the congregations to sponsor an AREA WIDE WORSHIP SER-
VICE, potentially once a quarter.  A possible venue could be the 5000 seat Don Coleman Basketball 
stadium on Dairy Ashford in west Houston.  Hosting a meal is probably not practical.  If you have 
ideas on how to implement this, want to help implement this, would like to attend, or have other com-
ments, send  to info@thearray.org and we will forward them to those having the discussions.  
 

YAHOO GROUP 
HoustonCofC is a Yahoo group hosted by Steve Sandifer [steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net] for the pur-
pose of communicating Houston area news among the brethren.   It is open to any member of the 
church at no cost. 
 
The Christian Array Newsletter 
This newsletter will be sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, send an e-mail 
to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
info@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possible 
and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that light, we 
would appreciate: 
1. Your forwarding the church member e-mail addresses  which you have. 
2. Sending the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have. 
3. Give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 
 
This information will not be sold or used for any purpose not mentioned herein. 


