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TEACHING SPECIALISTS 

Sunday Schools in the Church of Christ 
have achieved a reasonably customary 
form which is in many cases elevated to 
a scriptural mandate.  It is presently 
relatively an ineffective use of member’s 
time in may locations. 
 
To introduce this article, on the following 
page copied from Wikipedia which gen-
erally says that Sunday Schools were 
the brain child of a fellow named Robert 
Raikes in July of 1780.  This means that 
they were well established as a method 
before the start of the Stone Campbell 
restoration movement.   The point to 
this is that if we suggest a change to the 
Sunday School program, we are not go-
ing against the first century pattern of 
the church, we are going against the 
19th century pattern of the church. 
 
That being said, the present (19th) cen-
tury pattern of Sunday Schools is to de-
vote and hour before or after the con-
gregational worship service in which a 
teacher goes on week after week for a 
quarter on some subject.  As it is quite a 
task to develop and present a lesson 
week after week, teachers are often in 
short supply.   
 
It is important to note that the present 
pattern was established in the 19th cen-
tury (not the first century) when church 
was in many cases the only activity for 
people beyond farming.   
 
 

ESPN and 400 other channels were not available 
on TV.  Cars were not available to allow individu-
als to commit to busy schedules everywhere.    
We were not exposed to exceptional speakers at 
every turn.  Today the teachers who were quite 
satisfactory 200 years ago are in many cases 
simply boring.  The world has moved onto faster 
paced entertainment, and Sunday Schools have 
not.   
 
The suggestion of this article is that it would be 
good to establish teaching specialists.    A first 
quarter of having teaching specialists can be 
iconic of what needs to be done.  Pick 13 topics 
and ask 13 (or 26  having backups) to develop a 
single lesson plan on one subject.  If you have 6 
adult classes, the specialist will present the les-
son 6 times in that quarter, once to each class.   
 
Imagine how much easier it would be to recruit 
teachers to present 1 lesson 6 times instead of 
13 lesson 1 time each.  Instead of each teacher 
spending each week preparing one more lesson 
at the last minute, he can be polishing his single 
lesson.  If the lessons are prepared in writing, at 
the end of just a single quarter each adult mem-
ber could have a notebook of 13 lessons which 
have been reviewed in class.   
 
Subsequent quarters could be single week les-
sons, two weekly lessons, monthly lessons, or 
quarterly lessons.  Imagine that you recruit some-
one to present a quarterly lesson starting in 6 
months and once a year for 4 years.  All it takes 
is a plan.   
 
Continued on page 5 
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ORIGIN OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS 

 
Robert Raikes (1736–1811).From Wikipedia 
For other persons named Robert Raikes, see Robert Raikes 
(disambiguation). 
Robert Raikes ("the Younger") (14 September 
1736 – 5 April 1811) was an English philanthropist 
and Anglican layman, noted for his promotion of 
Sunday schools. 
Raikes was born at Gloucester in 1736, the eldest 
child of Mary Drew and Robert Raikes, a newspaper 
publisher. He was baptised on 24 September 1736 
at St Mary de Crypt in Gloucester. On 23 December 
1767 he married Anne Trigge, with whom he had 
three sons and seven daughters. 
 
Sunday School 
Robert initiated the Sunday School Movement.He 
inherited a publishing business from his father, be-
coming proprietor of the Gloucester Journal in 1757. 
The movement started with a school for boys in the 
slums. Raikes had been involved with those incar-
cerated at the county Poor Law (part of the jail at that 
time) and saw that vice would be better prevented 
than cured. He saw schooling as the best interven-
tion. The best available time was Sunday as the 
boys were often working in the factories the other six 
days. The best available teachers, were lay people. 
The textbook was the Bible, and the originally in-
tended curriculum started with learning to read and 
then moved on to the catechism. [1] [2] 

Raikes used the paper to publicize the 
schools and bore most of the cost in the early 
years. The movement began in July 1780 
in the home of a Mrs. Meredith. Only boys 
attended, and she heard the lessons of the 
older boys who coached the younger. Later, 
girls also attended. Within two years, several 
schools opened in and around Gloucester. 
He published an account on 3 November 
1783 of Sunday School in his paper, and 
later word of the work spread through the 
Gentleman's Magazine, and in 1784, a letter 
to the Arminian Magazine. 
The original schedule for the schools, as writ-
ten by Raikes was "The children were to 
come after ten in the morning, and stay till 
twelve; they were then to go home and return 
at one; and after reading a lesson, they were 
to be conducted to Church. After Church, 
they were to be employed in repeating the 
catechism till after five, and then dismissed, 
with an injunction to go home without making 
a noise."[3] 
There were disputes about the movement in 
the early years. The schools were derisively 
called "Raikes' Ragged School". Criticisms 
raised included that it would weaken home 
based religious education, that it might be a 
desecration of the Sabbath, and that Chris-
tians should not be employed on the Sab-
bath. "Sabbatarian disputes" in the 1790s led 
many Sunday schools to cease their teaching 
of writing. 
By 1831, Sunday School in Great Britain was 
ministering weekly to 1,250,000 children, ap-
proximately 25 percent of the population. As 
these schools preceded the first state funding 
of schools for the common public, they are 
sometimes seen as a forerunner to the cur-
rent English school system. 
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 IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION:  

Have you ever noticed how you can vividly 
recall a dream immediately after you wake up, 
but you cannot remember a thing about the 
dream the next day, except that you had one.    
Only after you have dreams repeatedly or the 
dream is closely acquainted to real life can 
you recall it.  You can frequently remember 
that you had a dream, you just can’t remem-
ber what it was.   
 
If you believe in atheistic evolution, imagine 
how you would have an accidental design 
which allowed for vivid views of a subject (in 
your dreams) and then completely erase the 
dream from your memory.  It is sort of like 
loading something into RAM into your com-
puter and when you turn the computer off it 
disappears.  Everything on your hard drive 
remains, but the RAM memory simply goes 
away.   
 
Secondly, if you were a human designing this 
system, you would  probably like to remember 
what you dreamed.  The idea of dreams dis-
appearing is something with no accidental 
evolutionary cause and is something beyond 
human wisdom.   
 
Consider what the effect would be if you could 
remember your dreams.  Presume you 
dreamed you had a sexual encounter with an 
inappropriate person.   If your dreams were 
retained as vividly as real life, you would be 
confused as to whether you had committed 
this sin or whether it was just a dream.     
 
The longer you lived and the more dreams 
you had, the more difficult it would be to dis-
tinguish dreams from reality.    Consider 
something as simple as  you dreamed you 
made your house payment.    You would be  

DREAMS 

able to go to court and swear that  you had 
made the payment, and would be sincere.  
 
Clearly an intelligent designer with knowledge 
superior to human beings (or accidents) de-
signed this smallest of details in our human 
existence to our ultimate benefit.   
 
Clearly it is impossible for atheistic evolution 
to explain this beneficial characteristic of hu-
man beings.  
 

TEACHING SPECIALIST  
Continued from page 1 
 
There are many topics which can be well pre-
sented in PowerPoint presentations.  It takes 
time to prepare the presentations.  If the au-
thor is presented with multiple uses of the ma-
terial it becomes more credible to make the 
preparation for excellence. 
 
This fits well in a large congregation with nu-
merous adult classes.  A group small congre-
gations can get together and exchange 
teaching specialist just like you might ex-
change preachers occasionally.   Large con-
gregations could send specialists to help 
small congregations. 
 
As we stated at the start of the article, if we 
depart from our conventional landed teachers 
doing the quarterly grind, we are not departing 
from the first century pattern, we are not hon-
oring the 19th century restoration of the 
church.   
 
We need to faithfully follow the scriptural re-
quirements of New Testament, and modify our 
methods to use the best technology available.  
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 CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

The simple answer for what church growth is, is that there are more individual in the pews one Sun-
day morning than on the previous Sunday morning.    Given that Jesus said to take the Gospel to all 
the world, church growth is clearly mandated, whether by increase in pew count or plantings.  It will 
likely not be satisfactory on judgment day to say that we ineffectively proclaimed the Word to each 
other and expect to be justified.   
 
Turns out that there are a lot of factors to consider in determining church growth.  The point of this 
article is that attendance can be declining while the church is growing, and the church can be shrink-
ing while attendance is shrinking.  Can you imagine someone saying your attendance is up 5% over 
last year, but your congregation is shrinking.   Whereas a change in service area is the most com-
mon factor impacting the evaluation of simple attendance as a measure of church growth, other fac-
tors to consider are: 
1. Start of a new congregation within your service area 
2. Closing of an existing congregation in your area 
3. Merging of your congregation with another congregation 
 
Consider first a congregation which is doing everything right and the main industry in town leaves.  
The population in the area is cut in half and the attendance in the congregation is cut in half.  The 
congregation did not shrink, it is just a fact of life that half the people moved away.  If the “everything 
right” congregation only shrank by 45%, it would be logical that it was actually growing.  
 
By the same logic, if your service area grew 10% in the last 5 years and your attendance remained 
the same, you are shrinking.  It is reasonable to presume that the new neighbors are the same mix 
of Church of Christ members as lived there before.  Likely some of them placed membership in your 
congregation and you lost other members.  
 
This being said, church growth is an increase in attendance percentage with respect to the 
population change of your service area.  
 
CALCULATE THE GROWTH RATE OF YOUR SERVICE AREA: 
To get an area as to how fast your service area is growing, select the zip code(s) which most rea-
sonably reflect where your members live.   
1. 1990: Go to http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/gazetteer and enter the zip code(s) to get the popu-

lation in you zip code(s) in 1990. 
2. 2000: Go to http://www.zip-codes.com/ and enter the zip codes to get the population in your zip 

code(s) in 2000. 
 
Average annual growth rate = ((2000 pop. / 1990 pop.)-1) x (100 / 10 years) % 
 
Your service area growth rate is : _______________%.  How is your congregation doing in compari-
son? 

WHAT IS CHURCH GROWTH? 
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SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL 
CHURCH GROWTH CONFER-
ENCE 
 
We are considering sponsoring a confer-
ence on sustained scriptural church growth 
in the greater Houston area.    If you would 
like to speak at such a conference, would 
attend, or be involved in any other way, let 
us know at info@thearray.com. 
 
The conference would not address doing 
the same things to continue to not grow.  It 
would be focused on what we can do to 
remain scriptural and grow. 

NEW SPANISH WORK IN SPRING BRANCH IN WEST HOUSTON 
 
As of the first of the year, Jim Culpepper began a new work in the Spring Branch area which is fo-
cused on the Spanish speaking brethren (and future brethren and sisters).  If you might be inter-
ested in helping in this work, contact Jim at Jim L. Culpepper & Associates, P. C., 9821 Katy Free-
way, Suite 110, Houston, Texas 77024-1208, Telephone:  713-463-6300, Fax:  713-463-6301, or 
jim@culpepperlaw.com.  Jim has been a leader in this work for many years and should be com-
mended and supported in his new challenge.   

FILL-IN PREACHERS 
We are starting a pilot program to co-
ordinate fill-in preachers for various congre-
gations in the greater Houston Area.  The 
presumption is that there are some larger 
congregations who have more men willing 
to present an occasional sermon than op-
portunities exist, and there are some smaller 
congregations where more opportunities ex-
ist than speakers.   
 
Visit thearray.org and click on FILL-IN 
PREACHERS to see if any of the speakers / 
topics are interesting to you, or if you would 
like to add a topic to the list.   
 
If you want to add a topic, you need to indi-
cate your name, home congregation, phone 
number, and 1 to 4 topics.  Each title and de-
scription of a topic should be 15-30 words.  
Send the list to info@thearray.org. 

ARTICLES NEEDED 
 
Whereas we are interested in articles which support the themes of this newsletter and arti-
cles of general interest, we want to request articles which oppose these viewpoints.  It is edu-
cational to be exposed to and understand various points of view. 
 
We would like to specifically invite an article which justifies the non-growth of a congregation  
from anyone who does not believe that church growth is God’s plan. 
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MONEY PAGE 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION! 
 
This publication continues (since 1991) to make a standing offer of $100 to the first person who can 
give any reason (1 or more) as to why atheistic evolution is a better explanation for the universe 
and/or life than creation by God, The Father of Adam, Abraham, and Jesus; as revealed in the Bible. 
 
We will also give you $100 if we cannot give you 12 reasons why atheistic evolution is impossible as 
an explanation for our existence. 
 
We will discuss this any place, any time, and in any forum. 
 
(This offer has been made repeatedly since June of 1991 with no takers) 
 

GUARANTEED CHURCH GROWTH 
 

If your congregation does the following, BCE Publications guarantees that it will grow. 
 

Poll your congregation three times at 6 months intervals with the following results: 
• 50% of the members know who their elder is 
• 50% of the members will say that a minister is their friend 
• 50% of the members will say that they are uplifted by the song services 
• 50% of the men will say that their input is considered before physical decisions are made  
• 50% of the members will say they are an important part of the work 
• 50% of the members will say they are aware of the goals of the congregation 
    50% of the members will say that they know what their part is in achieving your goals 
 

GUARANTEE: For the first congregation which does this and does not grow by at least 10%, we will 
send $1000 to the church related children’s home of your choice in your name. 
 

I have never met a person who said that if they did this their church would not grow.  If your congre-
gation is not growing, what have you got to lose? (Offer made since 2001)  

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION? 
 
We will offer $100 to the first person who can explain how we could have violated the first law 
of thermodynamics and have come into existence without God. 
 
We will offer $100 to the first person who can explain how we could have violated the second 
law of thermodynamics and have existed forever without God. 
 
(Offer first posted 8/08) 
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The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES 
 

AREA WIDE WORSHIP SERVICE 
Fifth Ward Church of Christ and Memorial Church of Christ have been exchanging annual visits to 
each other’s congregations for Sunday evening services.    It is an activity well received by all 
members, including the meal prepared by the hosting congregation.    
 
Discussions are underway between the congregations to sponsor an AREA WIDE WORSHIP 
SERVICE, potentially once a quarter.  A possible venue could be the 5000 seat Don Coleman 
Basketball stadium on Dairy Ashford in west Houston.  Hosting a meal is probably not practical.  If 
you have ideas on how to implement this, want to help implement this, would like to attend, or 
have other comments, send  to info@thearray.org and we will forward them to those having the 
discussions.  
 

YAHOO GROUP 
HoustonCofC is a Yahoo group hosted by Steve Sandifer [steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net] for the 
purpose of communicating Houston area news among the brethren.   It is open to any member of 
the church at no cost. 
 
The Christian Array Newsletter 
This newsletter will be sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to pro-
mote area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, send 
an e-mail to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
info@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possible 
and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that light, we 
would appreciate: 
1. Your forwarding the church member e-mail addresses  which you have. 
2. Sending the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have. 


