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This is raw data which I have been able to 
collect, and have simply plotted it in Excel for 
viewing.  To a large extent, it appears that 
the churches of Christ have spent much of 
their efforts surviving rather than document-
ing what was happening, so not much history 
is available.  A second factor in recording his-
tory is the lack of a central headquarters to 
collect data.  Individual congregations are 
completely autonomous, and brotherhood 
statistics have not been on the radar.   There 
is some ambiguity on membership and ad-
herents, but this doesn’t affect the overall 
trends. 
 
This graph “C OF C CURVE” the 
“COMBINED” shows an attempt to connect 
the dots and give a reasonable curve, con-
sidering the split with the Christian Church 
which was recognized in 1906.  The atten-
dance for the church of Christ dropped from 
1.1 million to 159,658, or an 86% decline all 
at once. 
 
Beginning in about 1980, the US population 
kept going up, and the church went flatline.  I 
have favored the more recent Yeakley data 
when available as he had knowledge of all 
prior data.  I followed the Lynn trend back to 
1980.   Prior to 1980, the line simply con-
nects back to 1906. 
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GROWTH HISTORY OF THE 
CHURCH 

The following information regards the history of the size of the church of Christ, as I have been 
able to find information.   This history reflects periods of rapid growth, a major split, and a present 
lack of growth.  I had an influential friend tell me that we shouldn’t worry about numbers, we plant 
and God gives the increase. Results would say that either we are or God is falling down on the job. 
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Instrumental music became an issue in the 
church in about 1860, and was central to the 
ultimate split with the Christian Church in 
1906.  The “C OF C CURVE 2” “ COM-
BINED” is offered to indicate that in 1860 the 
membership was about 581,000 and de-
clined down to the 159,658 number over the 
next 50 years.  The split was happening in 
the last half of the nineteenth century.  Mis-
sionary Societies, the Civil War, and other 
factors were involved, but instrumental music 
was the iconic issue.  
 
Bottom line is that the church grew rapidly 
until instrumental music became a factor and 
grew rapidly after instrumental music left with 
the Christian Church.  We are now flat line in 
growth as instrumental music is coming back 
again.   
 
The next graph shows the US population 
growth rate (divided by 100) on the graph to 
shown how the church is doing in market 
saturation.  From 1906 to 1980, the church 
grew at a rate 4 times as fast as the US 
population.  The average annual growth rate 
for the church during this period was 3.3%.  
The average annual growth rate for the USA 
was about 1.3%. 
 
The graph “US CITIZENS PER CHURCH 
MEMBER” indicates that in 1860, 1 in every 
54.07 US citizens were members of the 
Church of Christ.  In 1906 the number 
dropped to 577.66 US citizens per church 
member.  In 1980 it had built back to 145.6 
citizens per church member and we have 
since declined back to 183.19 citizens per 
church member.   
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The church experienced rapid growth from 1906 to 1970/80.  Clearly the world of 1950 was not the 
same as the world of 2008 is.  The Gospel is the same.  The primary question is id the world change 
the church or did the church not make sufficient non-Gospel changes to keep up with the times?  
Have we simply become another denomination or we clinging to non-Gospel traditions in a Quaker 
like fashion?   
 
Read Matthew 25:14-30 and let me know if non-growth is an option is any but the most extreme of 
circumstances.   
 
If you have better data or a better presentation of data, send it to info@thearray.org and I will revise 
this newsletter to include it.  If you have any comments on this subject, sent them to 
info@thearray.org and I will print them. 
 
As for the starting statement that the results indicate that either we or God is falling down on the job, 
I don’t personally plan to tell God that He is not doing his part.  

The ‘ANNUAL GROWTH RATE” chart 
shows that although a uniform growth rate  
was indicated thru most of the 20th century, 
it represents a declining grow rate when 
compared with the increasing membership.  
Generally, the growth rate in the  church 
has declined to zero.  The growth rate for 
the US has tended to remain constant, al-
though the numbers indicate a reduction in 
the US growth rate also. 

Data for these graphs came from: 
LYNN: Where the Saints Meet, Churches of Christ in the USA, 21st Century Christian, Mack Lynn 
ENCYCLOP: Encyclopedia Stone-Campbell Movement, 2004 
ALMANAC: World Almanac 
MCGARVER: Churches of Christ, McGarver, 1904 
LYNN: Churches of Christ in the United States, Mac Lynn, 2003 
ORIGINS: Origin and Early History of the Disciples of Christ, 1919 
HIST OF COC: History of the Churches of Christ in Texas, 1824-1950, 1963, Eckstein 
YEAKLEY: “Good News and Bad News: A realistic assessment of the churches of Christ in the United States, 
2008”, available for $3.75 from Gospel Advocate Bookstore 

A PDF copy of the pages of interest (other than Yeakley) is available upon request from info@array.org. 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION! 
 
This publication continues (since 1991) to make a standing offer of $100 to the first person who can give any reason (1 
or more) as to why atheistic evolution is a better explanation for the universe and/or life than creation by God, The Father 
of Adam, Abraham, and Jesus; as revealed in the Bible. 
 
We will also give you $100 if we cannot give you 12 reasons why atheistic evolution is impossible as an explanation for 
our existence. 
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The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES 
 
May 29 to June 1 Healthy Churches / Working Churches at Oklahoma Christian University 
 
HoustonCofC is a Yahoo group hosted by Steve Sandifer [steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net] for 
the purpose of communicating Houston area news among the brethren.   It is open to any 
member of the church at no cost. 
 
The Christian Array Newsletter 
This newsletter will be sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to pro-
mote area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, send 
an e-mail to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
info@thearray.org. 
 
All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearay.org”.   

GUARANTEED CHURCH GROWTH 
 
If your congregation does the following, BCE Publications guarantees that it will grow. 
 
Poll your congregation three times at 6 months intervals with the following results: 
• 50% of the members know who their elder is 
• 50% of the members will say that a minister is their friend 
• 50% of the members will say that they are uplifted by the song services 
• 50% of the men will say that their input is considered before physical decisions are made  
• 50% of the members will say they are an important part of the work 
• 50% of the members will say they are aware of the goals of the congregation 
•    50% of the members will say that they know what their part is in achieving your goals 
 
GUARANTEE: For the first congregation which does this and does not grow by at least 10%, we will 
send $1000 to the church related children’s home of your choice in your name. 
 
I have never met a person who said that if they did this their church would not grow.  If your congre-
gation is not growing, what have you got to lose?  


