
 Hoover-Vestavia Soccer is a full member of  MLS NEXT! 
 1.  What is HVS and what makes it different? 
 HVS is Alabama’s most competitive soccer club. We bring together elite coaches and elite 
 players so that every day of practice is challenging and rewarding.  We play in MLS NEXT, 
 North America's most competitive league so that players are challenged every single weekend. 
 We use top level facilities including 14 grass fields and 9 turf fields.  This means we miss fewer 
 practices than other clubs so our players continue to develop.  Our focus is on competing at the 
 highest level so our players can develop to their full potential. 

 2.  What is MLS NEXT? 

 MLS NEXT is the BOYS playing platform (league) for the top youth soccer clubs around the 
 country.  Clubs must be admitted to the league and must meet many specific competitive 
 criteria.  All MLS Academies are playing in MLS NEXT. 

 3.  Is MLS NEXT different from the US Development Academy? 

 Yes.  MLS NEXT is a different organization that has some of the same teams.  The MLS 
 Academies wanted a higher level of competition so they started this organization with the plan to 
 only admit those clubs that have a proven record of developing players and of playing at a very 
 high level. 
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 4.  Why did HVS change leagues for Fall 2021? 

 We are always striving to improve what we offer our players.  We have the best coaches in the 
 state.  We have the best players in the state.  We have the best facilities in the state.  Now we 
 will be playing at the highest level of competition offered in our country. 

 5.  If I play in MLS NEXT am I now considered a professional? 

 No.  Playing in MLS NEXT does not change your amateur status. It does mean you will now be 
 playing against players from Major League Soccer Academies. 

 6.  What are the advantages of playing in MLS NEXT? 

 There are many.  Our teams will now be playing against the very best teams in the country. 
 Atlanta United FC, FC Dallas, Nashville SC, Columbus Crew are some examples of youth 
 academies that play in MLS NEXT.  Our teams will train more often than most other youth clubs 
 in the state.  This means more training, with the best coaches.  Training more often with top 
 coaches and playing more often against top competition means that you will develop more 
 rapidly, and have a better chance of reaching your full potential. 

 All 2010 and older Boys teams will train three to four days a week. Other benefits include a ten 
 month training and playing scheme, college counseling, and video recording and analysis of all 
 matches, 

 7.  Do college coaches scout games in MLS NEXT? 

 YES!  Division I coaches are constantly watching games from around the league. 
 The regional and national showcases have always been well attended.  All NCAA Divisions and 
 NAIA coaches attend league and showcase games because they know this is the top level of 
 competition in the USA. 

 8.  When are tryouts? 

 Tryouts will be held on May 14 & 15, 2022  . Registration for tryouts is open thru our website: 
 www.hoovervestaviasoccer.com 

 9.  Will there be ID Dates or opportunities for players to be evaluated? 

 Yes, We have established an Open Training Window for any players interested in HVS. 
 https://hoovervestaviasoccer.com/2022/03/hvs-open-training-window-for-all-players-from-any-cl 
 ub/ 
 Please note any player from any club, can contact Mike Getman, to set up an opportunity for 
 evaluation at any time during the year for one of our HVS programs/ teams.  Come train with 
 current HVS players and coaches - there is no cost and no commitment. 
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 10.  Will there be training spots available if you don’t make it? 

 Yes, there will be limited training spots available, as well as Future Player spots. Training 
 players are not eligible for roster spots, while Future Players are. Both groups can participate in 
 outside competition. 

 11.  When is the MLS NEXT season? 

 Practices will begin in late July.  League games will begin in early September.  The league has 
 not yet announced the full schedule.  Practices and games will run from September through 
 May. 

 12.  Does MLS NEXT conflict with the High School season? 

 Yes. MLS NEXT games will be played in the fall, winter and spring. This should not deter any 
 player from commiting to HVS. There will be options on a case by case basis available for 
 players that want to play at the next level. Please speak to us about this question and we will be 
 happy to discuss the player's options/opportunities with us. 

 The league’s 10 month season gives HVS players the opportunity to play high level soccer and 
 allows players a full year of development with top level players and coaches. 

 13.  What will the travel schedule be like? 

 We expect the travel to be similar to what HVS teams experienced this past season.  Away 
 games will be played mostly in Georgia and the Carolinas.  Showcase events may be in Florida, 
 or elsewhere.  Until the league schedule is announced, we cannot be 100% sure of the travel. 

 14.  What other Alabama clubs will be playing in MLS NEXT? 

 There are no other clubs from Alabama that have been invited.  At present, Atlanta United 
 (MLS) and Nashville SC (MLS), Inter Atlanta, SSA, AFC Lightning, and KSA are some of the 
 closest clubs. 

 15.  What age groups will play in MLS NEXT? 

 The league provides competition for boys in the U-13, U-14, U-15, U-16, U-17 and U-19 age 
 groups. 

 16.  Will HVS players be scouted by pro clubs? 

 Our teams will be playing against many MLS academies.  Players will be scouted by these 
 academy coaches, college coaches, and even the 1st team coaches from these clubs. The MLS 
 Showcase events are scouted by all MLS teams along with many scouts from international pro 
 teams. 
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 17.  Who can try out? 

 Any player from any club is welcome to try out. 

 18.  What are the costs and is there financial aid available? 

 Costs are still being finalized, but should be commensurate with current fees, but on a 10 month 
 scheme. Financial aid will also be available. 

 19.  Is there a website to reference information on this league? 

 https://www.mlssoccer.com/mlsnext 

 20. What other advantages are there to playing for HVS? 

 We offer weekly keeper training, include video analysis in your club fees, and have a dedicated 
 College Liaison in Mike Getman, with over 25 years experience in college soccer. 

 21.  Who should I contact with questions? 

 Mike Getman, HVS Director of Coaching,  mikegetmanhvs@gmail.com 
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