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Quotes on Purpose  
a collection by Fran Fisher 

 
 
PURPOSE 
 
 
In responding to vocation - the call, the summons of that which needs doing-we create and discover 
meaning, unique to each of us and always changing. 
 Marilyn Ferguson, the Aquarian Conspiracy
 
The "mid-life" crisis with which the psychotherapists grappled probably reflects the fact that at mid-life 
one's own death becomes less theoretical and more probable.  Goals of money, security, fame, sex, or 
power might formerly have given purpose to life.  With experience, the limited nature of such 
satisfactions becomes increasingly evident...the search for meaning becomes increasingly urgent. 
 Arthur J. Deikman, The Observing Self
 
The historic period in which we live is a period of reawakening to a commitment to higher values, a 
reawakening of individual purpose, and a reawakening of the longing to fulfill that purpose in life. 
 Robert Fritz, The Path of Least Resistance
 
My advice is to live your life.  Allow that wonderful inner intelligence to speak through you...Follow your 
bliss and be what you want to be.  Don't climb the ladder of success only to find it's leaning against the 
wrong wall. 
 Bernie Siegel, MD, Love, Medicine and Miracles
 
…but each incarnation, you might say, has a potentiality, and the mission of life is to live that 
potentiality.  How do you do it?  My answer is "Follow your bliss."  There's something inside you that 
knows when you're in the center, that knows when you're on the beam or off he beam.  And if you get 
off the beam to earn money, you've lost your life.  And if you stay in the center and don't get any 
money, you still have your bliss. 
 Joseph Campbell, The Power of Myth
 
I do not know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will be 
truly happy are those who have sought, and found how to serve. 
 Albert Schweitzer 
 
Everyone has a purpose in life---a unique gift or special talent to others.  And when we blend this 
unique talent with service to others, we experience the ecstasy and exultation of our own spirit, which 
is the ultimate goal of all goals. 
 Deepak Chopra, MD 
 
The challenge to find meaning in what you do is at the core of the new work ethic.  Employees want 
more than just a paycheck from their work.  They want to feel connected to their organization's 
mission and vision.  They look toward the organization as a place where they can grow and 
accomplish their own personal vision as well as the organization's larger purpose. 
 Cynthia Scott and Dennis Jaffe, Take this Job and Love It
 
 
The creative person is constantly seeking to discover himself, to remodel his own identity, and to find 
meaning in the universe through what he creates...His most significant moments are those in which 
he attains some new insight, or makes some new discovery; and these moments are chiefly, if not 
invariably, those in which he is alone. 
 Anthony Storr, Solitude
 
Your first obligation is to carry out the mission you are meant for, not what your father, mother, mate, 
or friends say you should do.  Your mission will manifest in you when you decide to listen to your 
heart's desire. 
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 Naomi Stephan, Finding Your Life Mission
 
Everyone has his own specific vocation or mission in life to carry out a concrete assignment which 
demands fulfillment.  Therein he cannot be replaced, nor can his life be repeated.  Thus, everyone's 
task is as unique as is his specific opportunity to implement it. 
 Victor Frankl, Man's Search for Meaning
 
Not only does every individual have a prophetic vocation, but...every individual has prophetic 
vocations.  As times change and we change and our responsibilities in a changing culture change, we 
are called to let go sometimes of past prophetic calls and to immerse ourselves in new ones. 
 Matthew Fox, Original Blessing
 
What the caterpillar calls the end of the world, the master calls the butterfly. 
 Richard Bach, Illusions
 
There is a new sort of more at hand: more appreciation of good things beyond the marketplace, more 
insistence on fairness, more attention to purpose, more determination truly to choose a life, and not a 
lifestyle, for oneself. 
 Laurence Shames, The Hunger for More
 
Passion doesn't come from business or books or even a connection with another person.  It is 
connection to your own life force, the world around you, and the spirit that connects us  all.  You are 
the Source. 
 Jennifer James, Success Is the Quality of the Journey
 
The definition of success has changed.  It is not only survival, the having-it is the quality of every 
moment of your life, the being.  Success is not a destination, a place you can ever get to; it is the 
quality of your journey. 
 Jennifer James, Success Is the Quality of the Journey 
 
Anything that one does, from cooking a dinner to governing a state becomes a work of art, if 
motivated by the passion for excellence and done as well as it can be.  A man who does his job in that 
spirit will be the one who gets the most satisfaction out of life. 
 L.P. Jacks 
 
 
 
First Things First, by Stephen R. Covey 
 
 
Chapter 5 "The Passion of Vision," page #113 
 
 
 An empowering mission statement: 
 
  1. represents the deepest and best within you.  It comes out of a solid connection 

with your deep inner life. 
 
 
  2. is the fulfillment of your own unique gifts.  It's the expression of your unique 

capacity to contribute. 
 
 
  3. is transcendent.  It's based on principles of contribution and purpose higher 

than self. 
 
 
  4. addresses and integrates all four fundamental human needs and capacities.  It 
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includes fulfillment in physical, social, mental, and spiritual dimensions. 
 
 
  5. is based on principles that produce quality-of-life results.  Both the ends and the 

means are based on true north principles. 
 
 
  6. deals with both vision and principle-based values.  It's not enough to have 

values without vision - you want to be good, but you want to be good for 
something.  On the other hand, vision without values can create a Hitler.  An 
empowering mission statement deals with both character and competence; 
what you want to be and what you want to do in your life. 

 
 
  7. deals with all the significant roles in your life.  It represents a lifetime balance of 

personal, family, work, community - whatever roles you feel are yours to fill. 
 
 
  8. is written to inspire you - not to impress anyone else.  It communicates to you 

and inspires you on the most essential level. 
 

 


