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Choosing is an action full of consequences – some intended and some not. Somewhere in our 

growing up, we realized that when we choose one thing; a person to date, an activity, or a 

course of study, we are not choosing something or someone else. This is especially true when 

we are choosing people, because when we choose a class leader, players on a team, or a dating 

partner, someone is passed over and left behind. Most of us know how it feels not to be among 

the chosen, and many of us know how it feels to be the ones who make the team. When we are 

chosen, we feel special and wanted. We become part of a group that we really want to belong 

to.  

The Bible is full of language related to God choosing a particular people - the descendants of 

Abraham. They were a nation chosen and blessed by God. Because of this, the Jewish people 

felt they were not only special, but a people ‘apart’ from those around them. In fact, they 

thought they were so special that they turned God’s blessing into a privilege. And through this 

sense of privilege, they believed that they would be spared the suffering and consequences of 

disobedience to God. They were warned about the dangers of this by John the Baptist when he 

first emerged from the wilderness calling the crowds a ‘brood of vipers’ because they were 

depending on their privilege and specialness for protection from the perils of life, without 

remembering that to be a “light to the nations” they had responsibilities that came along with 

their chosen status. This responsibility harkens back to the time that Abraham was living in Ur 

and God called him for a special purpose – to make Abraham a blessing to all people: “in you all 
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the families of the earth shall be blessed. Thus, it is clear that when Jesus was speaking to his 

friends and family that there were a great many of them who had forgotten that with privilege 

comes responsibility. And they had been shirking those responsibilities entrusted to them by 

God. They were using their ‘chosenness’ to set themselves apart in way that kept them from 

taking care of the needs of others and showing compassion for the marginalized. They had 

forgotten that God had commanded Abraham that they were to be a blessing to ALL people. 

When Jesus first reads from Isaiah in the synagogue his listeners are pleased.  But when he 

speaks of Capernaum and the things he did there and then reminds them of Elijah’s healing of 

the widow in Sidon and the cleansing of Naaman in Syria they become angry and jealous. These 

were miracles and acts performed for Gentiles and heathens. How dare Jesus share the 

blessings with those outside of the land of the chosen. But just as John the Baptist did, Jesus 

tries to remind them that God’s blessings; God’s kingdom of justice, peace and freedom was 

not just for them, the chosen few, but for the whole human family.  

The treatment of Jesus in Nazareth should not be a surprise to us. For throughout the Bible, 

Israel has a long history of rejecting prophets, and here, in his hometown, Jesus is learning early 

in his ministry that prophets are seldom popular. Prophets are seldom the ones chosen for the 

team, elected to leadership, or included in the parlors of the powerful. He is learning in this 

story from Luke which is early in his ministry that prophets are sent to say unpopular things. 

Prophets tell of judgment and call people to make changes they don’t want to make. And he 

learns how angry  people can become when they realize that their privileged status holds no 

sway with him. They are so angry, in fact, that they want to throw him over a cliff to die. 
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Barbara Brown Taylor tells the story of attending a seminar where everyone was invited to 

“share a story about someone who had been Christ to them.” This invitation elicited sincere but 

typical responses of pastoral care, loving guidance, and patient ministry. Other similar stories 

followed until one woman said, “Well, the first thing I thought of, when I tried to think of who 

had been Christ to me, was who in my life has told me the truth so clearly that I wanted to kill 

them for it.” That is what we have here in our story today. Jesus speaks the truth so 

outrageous, so unsettling, that his hometown friends and neighbors want to kill him. And we 

know that Jesus goes through his entire ministry saying scandalous things and doing scandalous 

deeds that in the end that he was killed by those who could no longer stand to be challenged to 

change their ways. 

God came to redeem the world. That seems like good news until we are reminded that 

‘everyone’ means people who are different than us, have a different life view, or those who 

frighten us. We want to be on the side of God and for God to be for Us and not for them. And 

we want to be the ones who tell God who is in and who is out, who is worthy and who is not 

worthy – who deserves God’s love and who doesn’t. It seems to be part of our DNA to separate, 

divide and categorize, dismiss and demonize. Today, as in ancient times, we are living in a world 

that constantly emphasizes who is in and who is out. And as David Lose reminds us, “Whenever 

you and I draw a line between who is in and who is out, we will find Jesus on the other side.” 

We do this for so many reasons, most of which have no evil intent. We develop and live our 

lives within a family and then within a community that, for the most part looks like us, thinks 

like us and behaves like us. There is nothing wrong with this until it becomes so limited that we 
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forget that there are hundreds and thousands of people who not only don’t look like us or think 

like us but have an entirely different view of the world.  

I remember when I first went to Mulege in Baja Sud, Mexico to teach English in a Mexican 

boarding school that there were many people that said, “why can’t you do a ministry here with 

the children in Bend. There are dozens of needy children and programs that you could work 

with. Why go so far away.” I acknowledged that there certainly were many areas in which I 

could help here at home. However, I needed to go somewhere where my preconceived ideas of 

how to help might be questioned. I needed to see the needs of a community outside of the 

safety and privilege that many of even the poorest of Bend’s children live in.  I wanted to see 

something new and I wanted to be challenged as to what it really means to do good work. In 

going to Mexico and doing this work I was profoundly changed. For even though I had grown up 

in Southern California among many Latino people, I knew little about them. The separation 

between my white, upper middle-class town and where most of the Latinos lived was huge, and 

there was no bridge between them. I had been taught as a child that ‘the Mexicans’, as they 

were called, were unclean, lazy, and dangerous; and even though, as an adult I grew to 

understand that those stereotypes were mostly untrue, in Mulege, I discovered that these 

people who lived without so many things I took for granted were often cleaner, harder working 

and safer than many people in Bend. I saw Jesus walking the streets of Mulege with a different 

language, culture and world view. And I, with all my privilege and status became aware of how 

limited my vision had been. If you had told me before I had my Mexican experience that I was 

sheltered, over-indulged, a privileged, it probably would have made me angry. I might not have 

thrown you over a cliff, but I would not have been happy with you. 
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It is unnecessary to travel to another country to see Jesus in the other, although I think it allows 

us to get out of our comfort zone. Working in the Family Kitchen and talking to those who come 

to eat a meal can expand your view of the world right here at home. A visit to the Latino 

Community Center can open you up to a number of volunteer opportunities from tutoring to 

just doing data entry for those receiving financial assistance. Advocating for any marginalized 

people might be a way of taking you our of your comfort zone. Learning something about the 

problems of the unsheltered or those of the immigrant community can open your eyes to what 

it means to be one outside the chosen. If you let God open your eyes and your heart, you will 

see God at work in the most unlikely of places and among people that you may have written off 

as not worth noticing. Take some time to look around. You might be changed by love and see 

that there are so many opportunities to share yourself with the world. And so, the question 

remains for all of us, “Are we willing to let Jesus change us without wanting to kill him for it?” 

 


