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Royalton Township Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

6052 Royalton Road, Braham, MN 55006 

Email: royalton@royaltontownship.com -- Website: www.royaltontownship.com 

27 July 2021 

Approved 

 

7:30 p.m., 27 July 2021, Chair Wayne Olson called the Royalton Township regular board 

meeting to order, with Supervisor Marshall Pearson, Supervisor Jeff Schlaeger, Treasurer Wendy 

Tchida, and Clerk Duane Swanson present.  Road Superintendent Dan Saumer, Zoning 

Administrator John Kemen, Septic Administrator Amy Thompson, and Deputy Clerk Priscilla 

Schneider also attended, along with members of the planning commission and members of the 

public.  The pledge of allegiance was recited. 

 

Supervisor Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Pearson seconded, to approve the agenda as presented 

with six additions:  insurance, town aid certificate, Heidelberger septic, sound system, pumping 

of town septic tanks, and thank you.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chair Olson moved, Supervisor Pearson seconded, to approve the minutes of the regular board 

meeting of 29 June 2021 as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Treasurer Tchida gave her report, noting that the township has a balance of $496,938.40 in the 

treasury.  Supervisor Schlaeger moved, Chair Olson seconded, to approve the report.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Chair Olson moved, Supervisor Schlaeger seconded, to approve payment of checks #10080-

10113 (with check 10109 being void), in the amount of $19,763.02.  The motion carried 

unanimously with Chair Olson, Supervisor Pearson, and Supervisor Schlaeger voting "aye". 

 

Public Forum was offered.  No one spoke. 

 

Planning Commission recommendations: 

Discussion on the proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance regarding road frontage was 

postponed. 

 

The board discussed Mark Karpe's alternative animal project and the planning commission's 

recommendation to deny the request.  Clerk Swanson noted that he had e-mailed the Karpes 

summarizing discussion at the working planning commission meeting and inviting them to this 

meeting.  After discussion about the need to change the ordinance before such a request could be 

approved, Chair Olson moved, Supervisor Schlaeger seconded, to deny this request.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  The board noted that no formal application had been presented. 

 

The board considered the planning commission recommendation regarding Roger Teich's land 

splits and, by consensus, agreed that approval of the land splits be tied to resolution of the septic 

issues on both properties and approved by Septic Administrator Thompson and that letters be 

sent to Brandon and Roger Teich noting these conditions.  Land split conditions remain as had 

been previously discussed:  1)  
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Brandon Teich's buildings to be split from his agricultural acreage; 2) Roger Teich's buildings to 

be split from his agricultural acreage; and 3) the two agricultural parcels be combined into one 

PID. 

 

The board noted the planning commission's recommendation to draft a five-year agreement with 

Justin and Marta Asher regarding their proposal for a temporary manufactured home on their 

property.  The Ashers were present to answer questions, specifically about the timing of drafting 

an agreement.  Supervisor Pearson opined that if such an agreement were approved, the 

manufactured home would have to be removed by its end date, without possibility of extension 

for any reason.  Because their plans are still fluid, the consensus was to wait on drafting an 

agreement until later in the fall because such an agreement would not go into effect until at least 

spring 2022.  The Ashers were invited back to the September meeting to discuss timing and 

provide a more current update on their plans. 

 

The board noted the planning commission's recommendation to compensate Septic 

Administrator Thompson for attendance at meetings when her attendance is requested.  Chair 

Olson moved, Supervisor Schlaeger seconded, to authorize payment to Administrator Thompson 

at the current planning commission rate for attendance at planning commission, working 

planning commission, and board meetings, retroactive to 1 January 2021, upon submission of 

verified claims, and to include a codicil authorizing such action to her contract.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  By consensus, the board noted that if two meetings are held on the same 

date, payment is authorized for each meeting. 

 

Based on information from the planning commission, the board, by consensus, directed the office 

to send a letter to Wayde Lerbs requesting that he move his boat and trailer farther from the 

right-of-way and that a letter be sent to Tom Madison reflecting the board's consensus on his 

concerns. 

 

Old Business: 

No actions were required on septic issues relating to 9003 Wildflower or 1238 Sherwood. 

 

Clerk Swanson reported that no response had been received from the town's second letter 

regarding the need for a point of sale septic compliance inspection at 3546 State Highway 70.  

Supervisor Schlaeger moved, Chair Olson seconded, to authorize counsel to send a letter noting 

that legal proceedings would begin.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Supervisor Pearson updated the board on his and Clerk Swanson's discussion with counsel about 

3623 State Highway 70.  He reported that continuing options include asking the assessor to 

review the property, asking someone to drive buy each morning and late evening for 30-45 days 

to report on observable-from-the-road conditions, or to have a drone survey the property.  

Supervisor Pearson opined that any legal action may cost up to $8,000 on a parcel that was 

assessed at far less than that.  By consensus, the issue was tabled; Chair Olson will continue to 

investigate. 

 

Supervisor Pearson updated the board on his and Clerk Swanson's discussion with counsel about 

4201 State Highway 70.  Counsel has verified that the statements that Ms. Trammel shared with 

the board at the last meeting appear accurate, that the case of ownership of the property is on the  
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Pine County court docket with a pre-trial hearing in August and a trial in October.  He 

recommended that there is little the town can do until the ownership issue is resolved in the 

courts.  Supervisor Schlaeger noted that the situation on this property has escalated with a 

significant increase of vehicles.  No action was taken. 

 

In other zoning issues, the office will write a second letter about the need for permits on 1702 

Royal Heights Lane, Zoning Administrator Kemen will continue to mediate questions revolving 

around the land split of 1677 Greeley Road, and Supervisor Pearson noted that the second 

camper on Riverbed Road property has been removed and the occupant has left the property. 

 

There were no road updates. 

 

Chloriding of Maple Shores Drive has been completed, the required landowner payment has 

been received, and the residents appear very happy. 

 

Chair Olson moved, Supervisor Schlaeger seconded, to direct the office to send a thank you 

letter to the Rock Creek Lions for spreading the wood chips on the playground, accomplished on 

24 July.  Said letter should include special thanks to Dan Rydberg for using his skid steer to help 

in the process.  The new layer of chips looks great. 

 

New Business: 

County Commissioner Terry Lovgren was present to discuss ARPA funding.  She noted that 

Royalton appears eligible to receive more than $130,000.  She noted that monies are likely to be 

able to be used for improving handicapped accessibility, remote connectivity for meetings, and 

sound systems.  She discussed several county initiatives, including broadband installation, 

educational support for Pine Tech, and housing upgrades.  Chair Olson thanked Commissioner 

Lovgren for communicating directly with the township.  After her presentation, she left the 

meeting. 

 

Clerk Swanson updated the board on the building inspector position.  Braham City Administrator 

Angela Grafstrom communicated that the city of Braham has hired Steve Thorpe as its inspector.  

Mr. Thorpe is willing to provide the same services to Royalton as former Inspector Marshall 

Lind.  His start date is 3 August and he will be housed in Braham 2.5 days per week.  Clerk 

Swanson told Administrator Grafstrom that Royalton would require a contract for services as it 

had with Inspector Lind.  Supervisor Pearson and Clerk Swanson will meet with Inspector 

Thorpe as soon as convenient. 

 

Chair Olson noted that the Board of Appeal and Equalization training is open; Supervisor 

Schlaeger's certification has expired; Supervisor Pearson's and Chair Olson's certification remain 

valid. 

 

Zoning Administrator Kemen and Clerk Swanson explained the situation regarding Jamie 

Newman's new primary construction off 540th.  It appears that a 3.38-acre parcel (290267001) 

was created in April, approved by Pine County without notification to or approval by Royalton, 

and that the new residence is partially on that parcel and partially on his existing parcel.  Site and 

building permits have been issued, but no septic application has been received.  The PID issue  
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can be eliminated by combining the 3.38-acre parcel into Mr. Newman's larger parcel.  After 

substantial discussion about the process of the county, the board, by consensus, authorized the 

office to send two sets of letters:  the first to Jamie Newman and John Jacobson noting the need 

for the combination of Mr. Newman's parcels into one PID and the issuance of a septic 

application; the second to Caleb Anderson and the County Recorder requesting copies of the 

documents creating the 3.38-acre parcel, asking how this could be created without Royalton's 

approval, and requesting what actions the county will take to ensure that this does not happen in 

the future.  All are to be invited to the next board meeting. 

 

The board reviewed the town's insurance coverage through MATIT and found it to be adequate 

except for one question:  Does it contain replacement coverage?  The office will investigate.  The 

board further noted that the $100,000 standard clerk and treasurer bond limits were sufficient and 

did not need to be increased. 

 

Clerk Swanson reported that Royalton town aid certifications had been received.  2020 

certification (pay 2021) amounts to $2764; 2021 certification (pay 2022) is $2892; and 2022 

certification (pay 2023) is $3470. 

 

Chair Olson moved, Supervisor Schlaeger seconded, to authorize Road Superintendent Saumer 

to arrange for pumping of all the septic tanks on town hall property.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Chair Olson will investigate the possibility of headsets with speakers rather than fixed 

microphones for board and planning commission members, the possibility of adding more sound 

panels, and other hearing enhancements to the town hall. 

 

Septic Administrator Thompson asked the board to consider establishing a separate fee for 

commercial septic permits.  The current residential permit fee is $375.00.  The county has a flat 

rate of $500 for commercial installations with the possibility of additional charges for 

complicated installations, like Heidelberger's.  By consensus, the board tasked the planning 

commission with studying such fees, including creating a checklist of who, what, where, and 

when covering all items to be reviewed.  The board realized that any fee increase would be 

applied only to systems going forward, not those already in process. 

 

Chair Olson tasked Les Orvis and Gary Valvoda with investigating prices and availability of a 

replacement plow truck. 

 

The board acknowledged receipt of an eight-page septic sizing plan for Heidelberger's Rock 

Creek Café by Ramberg Soil Consulting, dated 1 July 2021 and a 5 page set of elevation 

drawings, floor plan, and foundation settings for the café by Becklin & Whitney, Consulting 

Engineers, dated 8 July 2021.  These plans will be reviewed by the town's building and septic 

inspectors, who have not yet rendered opinions on them. 

 

Correspondence: 

Chair Olson called attention to the announcement of the District 7 MAT meeting on 12 August 

2021. 
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FYI: 

Kyle Bowman's land split approval had been emailed to Pine County and the requestor. 

 

An application for American Rescue Plan Act funds had been submitted to the state of 

Minnesota. 

 

The next town board meeting will be 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, 31 August 2021. 

 

At 9:12 p.m., Supervisor Schlaeger moved, Supervisor Pearson seconded, to adjourn.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Duane P. Swanson, Clerk 

 

Wayne Olson, Chair/Supervisor 

 

Jeff Schlaeger, Vice Chair/Supervisor 

 

Marshall Pearson, Supervisor 

 

Wendy Tchida, Treasurer 


