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PROLOGUE  

 (Music.  Cast enter and become waves breaking on the shore, physically and vocally.  

The next dialogue is heard over the sound of waves.  The characters are not on the 

beach – they are nowhere) 
 

 

ALLY Grandpa, did she love me? 

 

GRANDPA She loved you. 

 

ALLY If she loved me, why did she go away? 

 

GRANDPA She had no choice, God took her.  Ask God about it. 

 

ALLY Will God let her come back?  I want her to come back. 

 
GRANDPA She cannot come back to you.  But you will go to her. 

 

ALLY When? 

 

GRANDPA When you die child, when you go to where she is. 

 

ALLY  Mammy!  I want to see you mammy.  Mammy, I want to see you mammy.  

Mammy!  Mammy! 

 

   (3 whooshes of sea.) 

 

 

SCENE 1  

 (Pa’s flat in Dublin.  Accordion; and rhythmic stamping and clapping is used by the 

actors to suggest the energy of storming through the flat.) 

 (A and B as police officers) 

 

 

A When the police came.. 

 

B ..they came crashing into the flat where the man was.. 

 

A ..breaking down the door.. 

 

A ..shouting.. 

 

B ..running.. 

 

A ..through the flat. 
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PA My flat! 

 

A He’s in here.  

 

PA I didn’t know what was going on. 

 

B Hold him down! 

 

A They grabbed his arms. 

 

PA Twisted them behind my back.  Ahh! 

 

 (A and B become two news readers) 

 

A News flash! 

 
B Here at the showground.. 

 

A ..police are stunned.. 

 
B ..at the theft of the brilliant showjumper.. 

 

A ..that has just qualified for the World Cup in five days time. 

 

B Police are already questioning a man….. 

 

 (A and B as police officers) 

 

PA They were all looking at me. 

 

A Are you a member of an illegal organisation? 

 

B Is the horse being held for ransom? 

 

A What ages are your children? 
 

PA I didn’t know what they were talking about, it was like a bad dream. 

 

A Where are your children? 

 

PA I don’t know. 

 

B What kind of a father are you? 

 

PA I don’t know. 
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B Letting your children do your dirty work for you. 

 

A You think you can make us look like complete fools don’t you. 

 

B Where are they? 

 

PA I don’t know, if I knew I’d answer you wouldn’t I.. 

 

A Your children, they’ve stolen the horse. 

 

PA What horse? 

 

B On the news, look! 

 

PA And there they were, Ally and Finn, my kids on the telly! 

 
 (A and B become the kids on the telly) 

 

FIN Come on Ally. 

 

PA Dashing across the field, in front of crowds of people! 

 

ALLY There she is, there’s our horse, there’s Tir Na N'Og! 

 

FIN Tir Na N'Og! 

 

ALLY She’s heard us! 

 

PA  (becoming the horse)  

 The horse reared up.. 

 

FIN ..its huge legs stamping in the air.. 

 

ALLY ..threw the rider onto the ground. 

 

FIN Come on Ally! 

 

ALLY Up and away! 

 

FIN Yeeeha! 

 

 (Back to the police questioning Pa) 

 

PA My kids!  My kids! 

 

A So they are your children. 
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PA My kids!  On the telly! 

 

B Where are they now? 

 

PA On the telly!  I was so proud of them. 

 

A They’re thieves. 

 

PA They have stolen nothing – that horse is theirs. 

 

B That horse comes from a very important riding stables. 

 

A That horse belongs to a very rich man. 

 

PA That horse belongs to no-one.  You should speak to their Grandpa, he knows 
all about that horse.  Speak to their Grandpa. 

 

SCENE 2  

 (On the beach) 

 

GRANPA It came in the night, when the sea was calm, the breeze was soft and the only 

sound was the gentle touch of the moonlight on the water.  I heard it.  I 

drifted out of sleep and heard the hooves, pounding up through the surf and 

onto the hard sand.  They say a white horse is from the fairy folk, and a black 

horse brings death.  I made the sign of the cross in darkness and 

waited…..listened… 

 (B enters as the horse) 

 The horse came at full gallop round the bay, it was huge in the darkness.  It 

threw back its head when it saw me; stopped and stared, eyes wild. 

 A horse that had never been broken, a proud horse, a white horse.  I spoke to 

her.  Who are you?  Are you come from the little people?  I reached out to 

touch her.  You’re a fine looking horse my beauty, strong and sound as a bell.  

I stroked her leg, lifted it up, stared at the hoof. I caught my breath – how did 

they get this shoe on you without using nails?  I was scared, I reached into the 

cart for a rope. Alright, it’s alright Whoa!  Whoa!   

 (The horse shies away but keeps returning to Granpa)    

 You are one queer horse.  I don’t know what you want.  You clear off.  Go 

back to wherever you came from.  I jumped onto my cart, flicked the reins and 

left.  Ya!! 

 

B But the horse did not clear off, it followed Grandpa. 

 

GRANPA Ya ! Ya ! 
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SCENE 3  

 (In Dublin, at the foot of the tower block where Ally and Fin live with their Pa) 

 

GRANPA  At last I came to the City of Dublin – a city thick with noise. 

 

(The actors create the sounds and atmosphere of the city, harsh and noisy.  Sound of 

road drills, screech of breaks, cat miaows, car horns, shouting, police sirens)  

 (Granpa blocks his ears – sound stops, plays with comedy of this) 

 

GRANPA Dublin.. (Sound of road drills resumes) 

 

 ( A and B as residents of tower blocks) 

 

A Ma!  Ma!  He hit me Ma!  He hit me! 

 

B Will you get in here! 
 

GRANPA  (pointing to tower blocks)   

 Tower blocks!  They put people in those places. 

 

A (singing)  It’s up to you…New York!  New York!  

 

B Will you keep the noise down . 

 

GRANPA Real people.   

 For once I was glad to be here.  The white horse was still with me, watching 

me. 

  

FIN (from the top of the tower block, looking through telescope) 

 Ally look ! Its Granpa, he's come back 

 

ALLY Let me see! (Ally grabs telescope) 

 

FIN Careful! Don't drop it, Pa'll kill me if you drop it ! 

 

ALLY (shouting down )  Granpa ! Granpa ! Have you come to live with us Granpa ? 

 

GRANPA No ! It's too high for me up there Ally ! 

 

FIN Look Ally. He's got another horse with him . 

 

ALLY It's a white one. 

 

FIN Let's go ! 

 

ALLY Wait for me ! 
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FIN I'll race ya.  You take the lift. I'll take the stairs. 

 

ALLY (moans) Oh! 

 

FIN Go ! 

 

 (Lift business: Ally goes in the lift while Fin runs down the stairs. Fin arrives first and 

hides under Granpa's blanket) 

 

ALLY (arriving)  Yeah ! 

 

FIN Beat ya ! 

 

 (Granpa laughs and Ally gives him a big hug.) 

 
FIN (seeing the horse) Granpa! Where did you find the horse ? 

 

GRANPA What you should be asking is, Where did she find me ? 

 

ALLY Ally looked at the white horse and found it was looking at her. 

 

GRANPA Be careful now Ally, she might be a bad one. 

 (as Ally gets closer to the horse) Be careful ! 

 

ALLY (Ally climbs on the horse) But there was Ally, kicking the strange animal, looking 

as though she was riding the best schooled horse in the world. 

 

GRANPA Granpa felt the old shiver climb slowly up his back. 

 

FIN You must have The Gift Ally- she must like you. 

 

ALLY She likes me because I like her. 

 

GRANPA Be careful ! 

 

ALLY But Ally was gone, cantering around the site. 

 

FIN  I wanna go ! 

 

GRANPA Ah I must be getting old, sure it's only a horse. Where's your Pa? 

 

FIN On the drink.   Ally ! It's my turn ! 

 

PA (drinking in the flat) 

 Why not.  They love their Granpa, I steer clear of him. He's always on at me. 



 

Into the West   7 

 

 (in Granpa's voice) "The kids would be happier on the road. We're Travellers, 

  we don't belong with the settled people. It's not the way Mary would have 

raised them. Come with me Papa, call the children, and we'll go back to the 

old ways."  The old ways ! Sounds great, but it's nothing but hardship, nothing 

but hardship and suffering. We're better off here.  

 

 ( outside again, Ally still on horse) 

 

FIN I bet none of youse can do it ! 

 

PA (still in flat) 

 And now he brings them that stupid horse. 

 

ALLY All the kids were daring each other to jump the huge fire. 

 

PA I need a drink 
 

FIN But their horses shied away. 

 

ALLY Ally was turning the white horse.... 

 

FIN Go Ally Go ! 

 

ALLY .....galloping towards the fire. 

 

GRANPA The flames leapt high.... 

 

FIN ..seemed to lick at the sky ! 

 

ALLY Granpa tried to shout. 

 

GRANPA WHOOAA ! 

 

ALLY Go on, go on ! 

 

FIN The horse jumped. 

 

GRANPA Clearing the fire easily. 

 

FIN Yeah ! 

 

ALLY  She's mine Granpa, she's mine . What's her name ? 

 

GRANPA Well, she has a strange name. She 's called Tir Na N'Og. 

 

ALLY Why is she called that ? 
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GRANPA Because she comes from the land of Tir Na N' Og. A land under the sea, 

where it's always summer and where no one grows old. The land of eternal 

youth, land of the young. 

 

FIN Will you tell us the story Granpa ? 

 

GRANPA I will. 

 There was once a very brave and handsome traveller, (a bit like myself) called 

Oisin, and he met and fell in love with a beautiful fairy princess called Niamh…. 

 

ALLY  What did she look like ? 

 

GRANPA Close your eyes.  Can you see a beautiful woman ? 

 

ALLY  Yes. 
 

GRANPA Well that's what she looked like. 

 And the two of them rode off on a white horse, into the West, under the sea 

to the Land of Tir Na N'Og.   Well after about a thousand years, Oisin decides 

he'd like to go home and see all his friends. So, the princess gives him the 

white horse and tells him he'll be safe as long as he stays on the horse. When 

he gets back home, everything has changed, his friends are all dead, his castle is 

in ruins and the rest of the people are all miserable. He sees some fellas trying 

to move a great big rock. So he rides over to give them a hand. But what do 

you think happens ? 

 The saddle breaks and he falls to the ground. It's terrible to see. He just lies 

there shivering and turning into an old man, with his fingernails and hair 

growing three feet long. It didn't stop there, remember he was over a 

thousand years old. He just got older and older, until he was nothing more 

than a pile of bones. And then he turned to dust. 

 

ALLY He should have stayed put. 

 

FIN We have to go Ally. 

 

ALLY No, I'm not getting down ! 

 

GRANPA Come on now. Your Pa will be worried about you. 

 

FIN Pa doesn't come home till late when he's at the drink. 

 

GRANPA Your Father used to be a great man you know. He used to be King of the 

Travellers, the youngest ever. 

 

FIN Was he ? 
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GRANPA He was. 

 

ALLY When ? 

 

GRANPA When your Mother was alive, when your Father was afraid of nobody. 

 Come on now, time to go home. 

 

ALLY I don't want to grow old. 

 

GRANPA You won't grow old (lifting Ally off the horse). At least not yet. 

 

FIN Good bye Tir Na N’Og 

 

ALLY Can we keep her Granpa ? 

 
GRANPA You live in a tower block. Where would you put her in Gods name. Where 

would you put her ? 

 

ALLY  She can live with us. 

 

FIN And how would we get her up there ? 

 

ALLY Same as us, use the lift. 

 

FIN Sure you can't put a horse in the lift. 

 

ALLY  There's no law against it. 

 

FIN It says No More Than Five People. 

 

ALLY She's a horse not a people. 

 Let's go, there's no one about. 

 

FIN Alright.  See you tomorrow Granpa  ? 

 

GRANPA I'll be gone before you're up. 

 

ALLY Lift's coming ! 

 

ALLY & FIN Bing ! 

 

FIN C'mon Tir Na N’Og! 

 

 (Granpa becomes the horse) 
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 ( Business the children & horse enter the lift with difficulty. Ally is forced out through 

lack of space. As the doors shut…) 

 

FIN  Ally !!! 

 

 ( Ally runs up all the stairs, business with a squashed Fin and kicking horse in lift ) 

 

FIN (as lift arrives ) Bing ! 

 

 (Fin and the horse explode from the lift into the flat) 

 

 

 

SCENE 4   

 (inside the flat) 

 
ALLY This is our home Tir Na N’Og, do you like it ? 

 

FIN Don't sit on the sofa. 

 

ALLY Do you want to watch some telly ? 

 That's where we sleep. Fin's on the top bunk…she's not looking. 

 

FIN She hasn't got room to turn around. 

 Do you think she's hungry ? 

 

ALLY I'll get her some cornflakes. 

 

FIN Horses don't eat cornflakes, they eat hay.. and we need money for hay. 

 

ALLY I can get some money. 

 

FIN Where's the best place. 

 

ALLY Outside the station. 

 

 (they go to a good place outside the station) 

 

ALLY This is a good place. Go 'way round the corner Tir Na N’Og. 

 

FIN (pushing horse) It's a horse, it doesn't understand you. 

 

 (Ally sings the first verse of Danny Boy while Fin passes the hat along first row of 

audience) 

 

FIN (hitting Ally with the hat) We're not getting the money like we used to Ally. 
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ALLY Why is that, why am I not getting any money ? 

 

FIN You have to do the bad breathing. 

 Why is your breathing not bad ? 

 

ALLY I don't know, it's just OK. 

 

FIN Well you'll just have to pretend. 

 

 (Ally sings again with laboured breathing. Passers by make comments about her. 

Some put money in Fin's hat on ground) 

 

C Poor little Kid 

 

B(Fin) Shouldn't be here on the cold pavement. 
 

C Little scroungers. 

 

B Little Gyppos ! 

 

C Looks ill poor mite. 

 

B Tinkers. 

 

C Knackers. 

 

B You buy yourself a nice hot cuppa tea love. 

 

ALLY Is that OK ? 

 

FIN There's not enough for fish and chips. 

 

ALLY Tir Na N’Og doesn't eat fish. 

  

C (horse whinnies) 

 

FIN No, but we do. Make it worse, much worse ! 

 

 (Ally sings again, her breathing much worse ) 

 

B She sounds ever so poorly 

 

C She ought to be in Intensive Care 

 

FIN (interrupting Ally singing) 
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 We've enough now. 

 

ALLY Why do they call us knackers, we're not. Knackers are people who kill horses. 

 I wish I weren't called a knacker. (to the horse ) We used to be Travellers once 

Tir Na N’Og . We used to make things out of tin. That's why they called us 

tinkers. 

 

FIN Why are you talkin to the horse ? 

 

ALLY Why not ? 

 We were like Gypsies, use to tell fortunes and do magic. 

 

FIN Don't listen to her Tir Na N’Og. She was never a real Traveller like me 

 

ALLY Why was I never a real Traveller ? 

 
FIN Because you were never on the road 

 

ALLY Why was I never on the road ? 

 

FIN Because.......Mammy died and Papa didn't want to be on the road without her 

 

ALLY Why did Mammy die ? Did she go away because she didn't love us ? 

 

FIN I don't know. Talk to the horse. 

 

 

SCENE 5  

 (Inside the flat the following morning ) 

 

PA Woke up, terrible headache, something flapping in me face, funny smell. 

Looked like a horse sitting on my bed.  It was a horse sitting on my bed.  I 

rolled over, I need to sleep. 

 

ALLY I think Pa said we can keep the horse. Turn the telly down, it will wake him up. 

 

FIN Good (loudly) He needs to wake up ! 

 

PA (Getting up ) Who turned that telly on. 

 I said who turned that telly on ? 

 

FIN I did. 

 

PA There's too much television in this house, 

 (pushing horse out of his way) 

 You learn to read. Don't be like your Pa. You learn to read or that horse goes. 
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 And clean up this place, it smells like a pigsty. 

 

ALLY Phwooar ! Get a shovel ! Tir Na N’Og has just done a whopper ! 

 

 (Pa treads in horse shit ) 

 

PA And you -  stop your giggling. King of the Travellers !  

 I wish their Mother was still here. I wish things had been different Mary. I'd dig 

up your bones if I thought it would make you come back. But you're dead and 

you cannot even hear me. 

  

B (Knock Knock Knock) 

 

PA Could one of youse get the door ?  

 

B (Knock Knock Knock) 
 

PA Where are those kids, can a man have no peace in his own house ? 

  

B (crescendo of Knocking ) 

 

PA (finally opening the door )  

 Stop that knocking. What do you want ? 

 

 (A & B are neighbours) 

 

A(Ally) Aiden Brennan, chairman of the Residents Committee. 

 

B Mrs. McCarthy, resident at number 36 A, the one with the yellow... 

 

A Sssh ! We have reason to believe you have a pony in your flat. 

 

B It's a horse. 

 

A Sssh ! Is that true ? 

 

B I saw it getting out of the lift. 

 

A No-one in their right mind..... 

 

B I can see it ! There it is ! 

 

A ....would try to keep a pony... 

 

B It's a horse, and it's covered in soap ! 
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A ...in an apartment 14 floors up. 

 

B They're giving it a shampoo ! 

 

A My advice to you is to get rid of that – horse - before tonight, or else ! 

 

PA Or else what ? 

 

A Action will be taken. 

 

B We've had enough trouble with you Travellers. 

 

A We have to maintain standards, keep things civilised. 

 

PA I'll civilise yer ! I reached out and grabbed Brennan by the throat. 

 
B Mr Brennan was wearing a suit. He had a tie on, he thought he was going to 

choke. 

 

A  Help me ! 

 

B -he choked. 

 

PA I lifted Brennan in the air and dangled him over the balcony. 

 

B For the love of God don't kill him ! 

 

A Stop! Stop ! 

 

PA If you ever come to my door again I'll make a hamburger of you on the 

pavement below!  

 (throws A to the floor, takes hat off B)  

 And don't come back!  

 (throwing hat out the door, slams door on music cue) 

 

ALLY Did you see that ? wasn't Pa great. Those people wanted to get rid of Tir Na 

N’Og. But he showed them. The King of the Travellers showed them. 

 

FIN Don't be an eejit. They'll be back. 

 

ALLY Papa will fight them. Papa is King. 

 

PA They'll be back alright and there will be more trouble. 

 

 

SCENE 6  
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 (In the flat a while later ) 

 

PA I opened the door and a man in a white coat pushed passed me. 

 

B (Fin) We're from The Department. 

 

PA What are you doing in my flat ? 

 

B We've come for the horse. 

 

PA He opened a black bag and took out a hypodermic syringe. He approached Tir 

Na N’Og. 

 

B Easy girl easy, it will just calm you down. 

 

PA Ally began to scream. 
 

ALLY Pa ! Don't let them take our horse. 

 

PA I lay down on the bed, turned my head to the wall, there was nothing I could 

do. 

 

ALLY Please Pa, I promise I'll learn to read. 

 

PA Tears streaming down my face. 

 

ALLY Tir Na N’Og, head up, ears flattened, lips drawn back.... 

 

B ...went for the man in the white coat. Aaargh! 

 If that horse does not calm down, I'll have to shoot her. 

 

PA You are not bringing guns into my house. 

 

B (bringing a gun into the house) 

 My job is to get that horse out of here one way or another. 

 

ALLY Ally went pale when she saw the hunting rifle. 

 

B Out of the way ! 

 

ALLY Pa ! Pa !  

 Don't hurt her ! I'll take her down. Don't hurt her ! 

 

 (she leads Tir Na N’Og out of the flat) 
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 When Ally came out of the building, there were bright lights and loads of 

police cars. She saw them lower the ramp of a big horse box.  

 Run Tir Na N’Og! Run ! 

 

 (Ally becomes the horse) 

 

B The horse moved so quickly.. 

 

PA ..the police were knocked sideways. 

 

B No one had time to react. 

 

 (Pa becomes the Chief of Police) 

 

C The Chief of Police watched , furious. Stop that horse ! Shoot it ! 

 
B BANG ! 

 

ALLY But Tir Na N’Og kept going, and with a huge great leap cleared the police car 

in front of her. 

 

C The Chief of Police was stunned ! He knew a little bit about horses, and he 

knew an incredible jump when he saw one. He could make a lot of money out 

of this horse. 

 

B Reload ! 

 

C Wait.  Put down the rifle. Let the little girl go to the horse. 

 

ALLY (Stroking the horse) Now you be good, Tir Na N’Og. So they don't hurt you. 

We'll get you back when we can. 

 

C The horse will be sold at auction. Unless you can come up with 155 euro. 

 

 (C becomes Pa) 

 

PA How was I going to lay my hands on that kind of money ! 

 When will the horse be sold Sir ? 

 

FIN The horsebox drove away. 

 

ALLY (hitting Pa) 

 It's your fault Pa ! You let them take her away ! You let them take her away ! 

 It's your fault. I hate you. I hate you ! 

 

 (Pa picks up a bottle of beer after Fin pulls Ally off him. Fin tries to soothe her.) 
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FIN Don't worry Ally we'll get her back, we'll get her back. 

 

PA (waving bottle) At least I get one thing right ! 

 

 (Ally starts gasping) 

 

FIN Ally ? Pa ! Ally can't breathe. ! 

 

 (Fin sits her on a stool and brings a basin and towel which he drapes over her head. 

during the following dialogue.) 

 

PA How bad is it? 

 

FIN Bad enough! 

 
PA What can I do about it? 

 

FIN She was alright when we had Tir Na N’Og. 

 

PA I know that. 

 But they want 155 euro before we can get her back. 155 euro! That's a lot of 

money for a horse we can't keep. You saw what happened when you tried to 

keep her in the flat before, she's nothing but trouble! 

 Come on Ally, come and have some supper. 

 

ALLY (under towel) 

 I'm not hungry ! 

 

PA Is the breathing any better ? 

 

FIN The steam always helps her. 

 

PA Come on out of that thing, come and have some food. 

 

ALLY I said I'm not hungry. 

 

PA (finds a bar of chocolate in his pocket and pushes it under the towel) 

 Maybe this'll change your mind. 

 

ALLY Chocolate ! (grabs it) 

 

PA And even if I could lay my hands on that kind of money, wouldn't it be better 

to spend it on the doctors? 

 



 

Into the West   18 

 

FIN They can't do any more for her. She hasn't been this bad in a long time. 

(leaving) 

 She was alright when we had Tir Na N’Og. 

 

PA I know. 

 I sold the only thing of value I had. 

 (takes out small telescope)  

 You can just see the hills from here..  

 I took the money down to the police station. 

 

 

 

SCENE 7  

 (at the Police Station. A & B are policemen) 

 

 
B (whistling) 

 

PA I have the money. I don't want the horse to go to auction. 

 

B It's already been sold. 

 

PA Sold? 

 

B Yes. 

 

PA But the horse was going to auction! That's what I was told. 

 

B Didn't you know? 

 

PA No I didn't, nobody told me! 

 

B It's no good getting upset. 

 

A (entering) What's going on. 

 

PA I have the money. I want my horse! 

 

A What are you going on about. 

 

PA How can you sell someone's horse, there must be a law about it. 

 Sure there's laws about everything. 

 

A (brandishing a truncheon) 

 Get out of here before we put you in a cell. 
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PA Oh you're a brave man. (A goes to hit him)  

 I wouldn't argue with a brave man like you. 

 (A pokes him hard with the truncheon) 

 

 

SCENE 8   

 (on the roof of the Tower Block) 

 

 

ALLY She's out there somewhere. 

 

FIN How do you know ? 

 

ALLY I just know. 

 

FIN We've been looking for her for ages…  
 I'm going in. We can't stay up here on the roof for ever. 

 

ALLY Tir Na N’Og is out there somewhere. 

 

 (Fin drifts back into the flat where Pa is sitting on the sofa) 

 

PA How long is it since you two were at school ? 

 

FIN A while. 

 

PA About two months. Is that right ? 

 

FIN Not that long. 

 

PA  A man came from the Department.  

 (Fin turns on the TV)  

 You haven’t been at school for precisely two months and four days. Is that 

right ? 

 

FIN I suppose so. 

 

PA Do you know what they’ll do to you if you don’t go to school, they’ll take you 

away for good !  

 (Ally enters)  

 That’s what they’ll do. Is that what you want ? 

 Right, there will be no more television in this house.  

 (turns off TV)  

 Now get out your school books..  

 (gives FIN book)  

 ..and start working. I’ll hear your lessons when I get back. 
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 (Pa exits) 

 

FIN Yes Pa !  

 Are you alright Ally ? 

 

ALLY I’m lonely. 

 

FIN Tir Na N'Og will come back. 

 

ALLY  When ? 

 

FIN When she can. Or we’ll find her. 

 

ALLY Pa’s never here. I want someone to tell me tea’s ready, to tell me when to go 

to bed, to come looking for me when I’m out on the street. 

 
PA (outside working on an old car) 

 I wish Mary was here, she’d be proud of them, they’re good kids. Mary I 

cannot bear to think of you in a grave. 

 

FIN Mam help me. Help me learn how to read so we can get the telly back. 

 

ALLY Mammy. Mammy ! 

 

 (later) 

 

FIN (Fin reads from book as Pa watches) 

 

 They. Lived. In . A. Big. House, The . Gar – Den Was E. Nor… 

 The garden was enor… was enor…         Pa? 

 

PA ….Big. The garden was big, it was a big house it had a big garden ! 

 Well done, you can have the telly on now. 

 

FIN Can we watch a film ? 

 

ALLY A cowboy film! 

 

 (Pa becomes the TV) 

 

FIN Ally ! Look ! 

 

ALLY Tir Na N'Og - on the telly ! 

 

FIN Turn the sound up. 
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C (as Horse breeder/Interviewer & Tir Na N'Og in background) 

  

 …” this is a miracle horse, and we have every hope that she is going to win 

the world show jumping trials for us this afternoon.”  “And where did you find 

her ? “ 

 “That’s a very good question Terry, I bred her at my own stables…” 

 

ALLY (turning off TV) 

 Liar !  

 That man has her. Tir Na N'Og is in that show jumping place in the city ! 

 

FIN Let’s go. 

 

ALLY Into the lift. 

 

FIN Down the stairs, it's quicker. 
 

ALLY GO ! 

 

 (they run through the streets of Dublin) 

 

FIN Down O’ Connell Street. 

 

ALLY Faster. 

 

FIN Over the river. 

 

ALLY Faster, faster. 

 

FIN Through Merrion Square. 

 

ALLY Over the crossing. 

 

FIN Stop ! 

 

 (they negotiate a Pedestrian Crossing) 

 

ALLY Come on, come on ! 

 

BOTH Neeeeeeeagh ! ( car passing ) 

 

BOTH Green Man, Green Man ! 

 

BOTH NEEEEAGH ! 

 

FIN Go ! 
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 ( they continue running ) 

 

ALLY Down the Donnybrook Road.  We’re there ! 

 

FIN Can you tell us the entrance to the show ground mister ? 

 Thanks ! 

 

ALLY There she is, there’s our horse ! There’s Tir Na N'Og ! 

 

FIN Tir Na N'Og ! 

 

 

 

SCENE 9  

 (Back at the flat, where we came in, the Police are still questioning Pa) 
 

 

PA My kids ! My kids. 

 

A So, they are your children. 

 

PA My kids on the telly. 

 

B Where are they ? 

 

PA On the telly ! I was so proud of them. 

 

A They're thieves. 

 

B What kind of Father are you, letting your children do your dirty work for you. 

 

A Letting them run wild, unsupervised…. 

 

PA I’ll bust your head. I don’t know what you are talking about. If I knew, I’d 

answer you wouldn’t I. 

 

B Will you tell me honestly, do you know where they are now ? 

 

PA No I don’t. 

 

B Don’t worry, a white horse is easily spotted. Take a statement from the man 

and let him go.  ( B exits to become TV) 

 

A Sign ! 
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PA I can’t write. 

 

A An X will do. 

 

PA I’m making no mark on that paper. 

 

A Sign ! 

 

PA What does it say ? 

 

A It just gives us permission to sell the horse. 

 

PA I’ll sign nothing that will make thieves out of my kids. 

 

A They are thieves   -   isn’t it in their blood, Tinker !  

 (grabs Pa’s hand and forces him to write a cross) 
 

PA That’s your mark not mine. 

 

A Get out of here ! 

 

 (Pa watches the news on TV) 

 

B (as news reader) Police are still searching for the two children who today stole 

a world class show jumper from the Royal Society Showground. The theft 

took place in front of-  (Pa turns off TV) 

 

PA I need a drink. 

 

 

SCENE 10  

 (Somewhere outdoors. The children have just escaped from the Showground. Fin is 

running with the horse. Ally has Tir Na N'Og’s saddle.) 

 

 

FIN (Horse noise) Come on Tir Na N'Og ! Yah ! 

 (trying to stop the horse) WHOOaaa, Tir Na N'Og .Whooaa! (more horse noises) 

 

ALLY What do we do now ? 

 

FIN We have to run away, until the fuss dies down anyway. 

 

ALLY Where will we go ? 

 

FIN We’ll go into the West ! We’ll be cowboys. 
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ALLY The wild West !  Did you hear that Tir Na N'Og ? We’re going to be 

cowboys. Yeehah ! Bang Bang ! 

 

FIN Quiet Ally ! (He hits her) Do you want us to get caught ? 

 Don’t start crying ! 

 Do you have any money ? 

 

ALLY No. 

 

 (Fin takes the saddle) 

 

 Where are you going Fin ? 

 

FIN I’m going to try and sell this. There’s a Travellers site nearby. 

 

ALLY Don’t go without me. 
 

FIN You stay here. (business of pushing Ally down behind car seat and her coming back 

up) 

 

ALLY Fin. (push) Fin ! 

 

C The Traveller who dealt in scrap, had money, a chrome caravan, a BMW. 

 

FIN It’s a good saddle. 

 

C And how did you come by it ? Stole it did yer ? 

 I’ll give yer 20 euro. 

 

FIN It’s worth at least a hundred ! 

 

C I’ll give yer 20 euro or a kick up the jacksie. 

 

 (an exchange takes place. As the Traveller leaves with saddle Fin steals his jacket.) 

 

FIN Fin ran. 

 

C Hey ! 

 

FIN Ducked into a garden… (business of hiding behind car seat and popping up when 

the pursuing Traveller is looking away ) 

 

C Come back here ! 

 

FIN ..and waited till the coast was clear. 
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C Little gyppos ! 

 

FIN Fin went into a corner shop and brought some ginger biscuits. 

 

ALLY Tir Na N'Og only likes chocolate biscuits. 

 

FIN Well she’ll have to wait ! She’ll just have to wait. 

  

 (He creeps up to a goods train and slides open the big door ) 

 

 Get in here ! 

 

ALLY She wants hay. 

 

FIN There’ll be plenty of hay when we get into the West. 

 Now come on Tir Na N'Og ! (horse noise. He pushes the horse on to the train ) 
 

ALLY We don’t have a ticket. 

 

FIN (getting on train ) It’s a goods train, no one will look in here. 

 

 (train starts to move) 

 

ALLY What's happening ? 

 

FIN Train’s moving - run Ally! RUN! FASTER ! 

 

 (business of Ally running and Fin trying to reach her. Eventually she is pulled in and 

Fin slides the door shut). 

 

ALLY Where are we going ? 

 

FIN I don’t know. Into the west. 

 We better get some rest while we can. 

 (they snuggle down in the moving carriage ) 

 

 Are you cold ? 

 

ALLY Not too bad. 

 

 (He gives her the stolen jacket) 

 

 Is Tir Na N'Og going to sleep ? 

 

C (horse noise) 
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FIN She can sleep standing up. 

 

ALLY I wish I could do that.  Fin ? 

 

FIN What. 

 

ALLY What did Mam look like ? 

 

FIN She looked like you. 

 

ALLY Was her breathing OK ? 

 

FIN Except when she laughed. 

 

ALLY What happened then ? 

 
FIN When she laughed, she couldn’t breathe. 

 

ALLY What colour was her hair ? 

 

FIN The same as yours. 

 

ALLY Was she big or small ? 

 

FIN Big. Look. I don’t want to answer any more of your questions. Just go to sleep. 

  

 (pause) 

 

ALLY Fin ? 

 

FIN ..what ! 

 

ALLY Tanks for the coat. (she goes to sleep ) 

 

 

 

SCENE 11  

  (back at the Flat ) 

 

PA Their Granpa turned up out of the blue. Told me the kids were OK. 

 OK ! I wanted to bust his jaw. How did he know they were OK ? 

 Been talking to the Little People again ? 

 

 (back in the train. Fin wakes up ) 

 

FIN Train's stopped. 
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 (he slides open the door and jumps out) 

 

ALLY Fin? 

 

FIN I’m going to find out how far we’ve come. 

 

ALLY  ( He slides the door shut ) FIN ! 

 

 Fin climbed up the embankment, into someone’s rear garden…. 

 

FIN Sorry missus ! 

 

ALLY ….and then out onto a bridge. 

 

C A man pushing a baby buggy was walking towards him. 
 (to baby) Oh yes he was. 

 

FIN Hey mister, how far are we from Dublin ? 

 

C What ? 

 

FIN How many miles is it from Dublin? 

 

C This is Dublin. 

 

FIN What ? 

 

C (to baby ) Oh yes it is. 

 

FIN We’re still in Dublin ! 

 

C (to baby ) Oh yes we are. 

 

 As Fin turned back to the railway… 

 

C (train noise) 

 

FIN ..he saw the train starting to move. Ally & Tir Na N'Og were leaving without 

him! Fin ran as fast as he could… 

 

C ( train noise ) 

 

FIN  ..but the train was faster. 
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C (holding baby to show it the train) Look at it go, look at it go, look at it go, look 

at it go…. 

 

FIN I’ve lost them, I’ve lost them. 

 

 (silence) 

 

C (horse noise ) 

 

ALLY (enters)  Tir Na N'Og didn’t want to wait on the train. 

 

FIN ALLY ! (hugging her ) I won’t leave you again. I promise. I’ll never leave you 

again. 

 

C I know who you are ! 

 
FIN It’s that fella with the baby ! Fin jumped on the back of the white horse. 

 

C I know who you are ! 

 

FIN  Come on Ally, up ! 

 

 (they get on the horse) 

 

C I saw you on the telly ! 

 

ALLY Go Tir Na N'Og, GO ! 

 

FIN (horse noise ) 

 

PA (back at Flat) 

 Stupid, superstitious stories, that’s what killed their mother. That’s what killed 

my Mary. And they blamed me for her death. I had her in my arms begging her 

to go to the hospital, but she wouldn’t go. Because of stupid superstitious 

stories. I’ve spent seven years in hell without her. Seven years blaming myself 

for letting her die. Seven years crying when no one was looking. 

 

 

 


