Ross Culbert Pipe Band Drumming - BIO
I started playing the snare drum in 1966 when I was 9 years old, my tutor was Ray Gorman.
I never really had a passion for drumming and it was by accident that I got into it, Growing
up in Redfern I spent a lot of time at my local Police boys club, (now known as PCYC),
playing table tennis or playing rugby league with my mates for my local club. I loved table
tennis and played it every time I was at the PCYC, one afternoon when I went to the table
tennis room there was an old guy teaching about 10 boys to play snare drum rudiments. As
I was more interested in table tennis I asked him how long he would be before they were
finished, he replied they would be there for a while and asked me if I would like to have a
go, I quickly said no thanks and then he said, “Oh… can’t you do it”, that was too much of a
dare for me to say no and without me knowing it was the beginning of my drumming
career.
I played with the Police boys for a number of years and became the Federation Drum
Sargent. From there I joined St John Ambulance pipe band in 1977, Dennis Neat was the
drum Sargent and he taught me a number of rudiments which was a whole new experience
for me. A short time later Dennis left and Jack Busby became drum Sargent and I spent a
lot of time with him at the practice venue in the city as well at his place. I learnt a lot from
Jack and we had some great times together. A few years later I became drum corporal and
eventually Jack left and I became drum Sargent. I also spent time with Duncan Graham and
Alan Chatto which was great for my drumming. St John Ambulance became The City of
Blacktown Pipes & Drums and we went from strength to strength winning most
competitions we played in, we progressed from grade 2 to grade 1 and were successful for
a number of years. I eventually left the band to have a break.
I was with Northern Suburbs Pipe band for a short while and then I joined the NSW Police
pipe band in 1987 and played for a number of years. I became the drum Sargent and the
band had a lot of success, we also played at the Military Tattoo in Australia in 2005. Work
and family took its toll and I decided to give it away for a while and left. Around 2007 I was
asked to join Sydney Thistle Highland Pipe Band as drum Sargent, the band has been very
successful in competitions for many years and I am still playing there today.
Time has gone fast but it has left me with some great memories, I remember my first drum
solo in Tamworth, John Coughtree was the judge and I received first place One of my
favourite memories was when we won the Australian Pipe band Championships in
Melbourne and the drum judge, Alex Connell, who was the Drum Sargent of Strathclyde
Police who had recently won the world pipe band championships put the band in first place
for drumming. A week later he spoke at a seminar and commented on how musical and
enjoyable he thought our performances were. I have obtained a number of great
achievements over the years but one of the most significant for me was when Jim Kilpatrick

OBE was flown in to judge at the Canberra pipe band competition in 2017 and he put us in
first place for drumming for the element he was judging.
I have been drumming for 52 years; I have made a lot of great friends and achieved many
goals in drumming over that time. I have taught a lot of young drummers over those years
and it has been a pleasure to see so many of those drummers go on to be very successful
themselves. I still have the same passion to create new drum scores, compete at
competitions, teach and tutor new drummers and I hope to continue doing the same for
many more years to come.
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