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WINDOW ROCK, AZ –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Pres-

ident Myron Lizer presented a comprehensive proposal to 
use portions of the Navajo Nation’s CARES Act funds for 
student relief  and to assist schools. The focus of the funds 

first, is to implement a virtual learning platform at schools, 
as opposed to in-person classroom instruction. A second fo-
cus of the funds, is to provide more safety measures for stu-
dents, teachers, and all school employees due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. The proposal was presented before 

the 24th Navajo Nation Council during a special council ses-
sion held by tele-conference on Tuesday.

continued on page 7

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Pres-

ident Myron Lizer present the “Navajo Nation Reopening 
Plan,” which will serve as a guide to safely and gradually re-
open business on the Navajo Nation during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Plan includes safety-guidelines for Nava-
jo Nation residents to follow through the duration of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, directs places of business to imple-
ment COVID-19 policies and procedures meeting certain 
standards, and provides a color-coded system for progres-
sively reopening business on the Navajo Nation based on da-

ta-driven analysis and input from health experts.
“This will not be a rushed reopening. We spent many 

weeks working together with the health care experts and 
many others to develop the phased-in reopening plan. The 
first case of COVID-19 in the Navajo Nation was confirmed 
on March 17, and that is the day we faced an invisible mon-
ster like we never dealt with before. Since that day, we have 
combated the virus together, and it has made us stronger and 
more resilient. In May, we saw the highest number of positive 
cases and now we are seeing a consistent flattening of the 
curve. We have had 48 consecutive days with less than 100 

reported daily cases of COVID-19, and 13 consecutive days 
under 50 daily cases. We commend and thank our Navajo 
people for listening to our health care experts, law enforce-
ment, leaders, and others. Our frontline workers, such as fire-
fighters, EMTs, police officers, doctors, nurses, grocery store 
workers, and custodians, were working around the clock sav-
ing lives. Together, we helped each other through our way of 
life teachings to flatten the curve,” said President Nez.t

continued on page 5
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“This will not be a rushed reopening. We spent many weeks working together with the 
health care experts and many others to develop the phased-in reopening plan.”
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In July, Navajo Gaming Enterprise made a surprise announcement.
“The layoff procedure that we have, it’s very extensive,” Parrish said during a telephone 

interview With Tribally owned news outlet the Navajo Times. “It involves every level of the 
organization. So, it’s not that management isn’t affected, but everybody.”

The Navajo Nation Gaming Enterprise has four properties (Casinos) around the Navajo 
reservation which brought in millions of dollars every month into the communities they 
served. 

Meanwhile, other tribally owned Casinos like Isleta in Albuquerque are operating in the 
pandemic. 

“We are a sovereign Nation, we chose to be open and will remain open,” said Isleta Casi-
no official. “We have taken precautionary measures to keep our customers safe.” 

All Navajo Casinos announced on their Facebook page they were to open this month 
(July), but with Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez recent Executive order to keep the 
government close until Aug. 16, 2020, These layoffs are inevitable and will impact more trib-
ally run owned companies. 

This is a developing story. We will add more to this article as more information are re-
leased from NNGE. 

NAVAJO CASINO EMPLOYEES LOSING BIG TIME 
NAVAJO GAMNG BOSS BRIAN PARRISH SAYS EVERYONE WILL BE AFFECTED

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
On Wednesday, the Navajo Department of Health, in coordination with the Navajo Ep-

idemiology Center and the Navajo Area Indian Health Service, reported 22 new positive 
COVID-19 cases for the Navajo Nation and four more deaths. The total number of deaths 
has reached 477 as of Wednesday. 6,920 individuals have recovered from COVID-19 and 
86,759 COVID-19 tests have been administered. The total number of COVID-19 positive 
cases is 9,356 and negative tests total 72,605. 

Navajo Nation COVID-19 positive cases by Service Unit:
·       Chinle Service Unit: 2,260
·       Crownpoint Service Unit: 780
·       Ft. Defiance Service Unit: 725
·       Gallup Service Unit: 1,507
·       Kayenta Service Unit: 1,285
·       Shiprock Service Unit: 1,466
·       Tuba City Service Unit: 890
·       Winslow Service Unit: 439
* Four residences with COVID-19 positive cases are not specific enough to place them 

accurately in a Service Unit.
On Wednesday, the state of Arizona reported 706 new cases of COVID-19, while New 

Mexico reported 180 new cases, and Utah reported 338 new cases. Navajo Nation President 
Jonathan Nez continues to urge all Navajo Nation residents to continue wearing protective 
masks in public throughout the upcoming flu season, which begins in October and lasts for 
several months.

“Here on the Navajo Nation, we have gone 13 consecutive days with less than 50 new 

daily cases, but we have to remain diligent and we must continue to wear masks for the rest 
of the year and into the new year to lower the spread of the flu and COVID-19 on the Na-
vajo Nation. Indian Health Service is underfunded every year and we are limited on doctors, 
nurses, and other resources, so our health care system will be devastated if  we have another 
surge in COVID-19 cases. Right now, our Navajo Nation residents are doing a great job and 
keeping the numbers low. We cannot afford to become complacent. We have to keep fighting 
this virus together,” said President Nez.  

The Navajo Nation will have another 32-hour weekend lockdown beginning on Saturday, 
Aug. 15 at 9:00 p.m. (MDT) until Monday, Aug. 17 at 5:00 a.m. All businesses will be closed 
for the duration of the weekend lockdown. 

On Wednesday, President Nez was joined by Miss Navajo Nation Shaandiin Parrish and 
the Navajo Police Department as they handed out face masks, hand sanitizer, and preven-
tative tips and information for COVID-19 during a checkpoint along Highway 264. Presi-
dent Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer will host another live online town hall on Thurs-
day, Aug. 13 at 6:00 p.m. MDT on the Nez-Lizer Facebook page to provide updates on 
COVID-19 response efforts.

“We are very grateful to all of our Nation’s first responders, including our doctors and 
nurses who are working directly with COVID-19 patients. They are our warriors during this 
pandemic. Please continue to pray for their safety and health as well as their family members. 
We will overcome this pandemic together,” said Vice President Myron Lizer. 

For more information, including helpful prevention tips, and resources to help stop the 
spread of COVID-19, visit the Navajo Department of Health’s COVID-19 website at http://
www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.gov/COVID-19. For COVID-19 related questions and information, 
call (928) 871-7014.

SANTA FE, NM  –
The school year is getting underway at some of New Mexico’s largest public school dis-

tricts as teachers, students and parents deal with remote learning amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Albuquerque Public Schools is starting Wednesday as schools in the district have been 
distributing technology to students, making virtual home visits, and providing guidance to 
staff, students and families. 

The Las Cruces district also is outlining new protocols for instruction, technology and 

nutrition services for an all-online start Wednesday.
Schools in Los Lunas, Roswell and Santa Fe will start next week. Belen and Farmington 

schools will begin on the last day of August. 
Whether students return to the classroom later in the year will depend on the pace of the 

pandemic in the state. In-person learning at public schools will be delayed through at least 
Labor Day. 

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham said the goal is to have children in class after Labor Day in 
a hybrid model – starting with the youngest students.

22 NEW CASES, 6,920 RECOVERIES, AND FOUR 
MORE DEATHS RELATED TO COVID-19 

SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS FOR SOME NEW MEXICO DISTRICTS
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PHOENIX, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez has asked President Donald Trump to commute 

the death sentence of a Navajo man convicted in the 2001 killing of a fellow tribal member 
and her 9-year-old granddaughter.

Nez cited the tribe’s longstanding opposition to the death penalty in a July 31 letter to 
Trump that asks for the sentence of Lezmond Mitchell, the only Native American on federal 
death row, to be reduced to life in prison. Tribal officials and even the victims’ family opposed 
his death penalty, despite the grisly nature of the killings.

Nez, who was scheduled to appear Tuesday before the U.S. pardon attorney in Wash-
ington in support of clemency for Mitchell, wrote that Navajo cultural teachings stress the 
sanctity of life and instruct against the taking of life for vengeance.

“This request honors our religious and traditional beliefs, the Navajo Nation’s long-stand-
ing position on the death penalty for Native Americans, and our respect for the decision of 
the victim’s family,” Nez wrote in the letter to Trump, a vocal proponent of the death penalty.

Mitchell is scheduled to be executed on Aug. 26 at the Federal Correctional Complex in 
Terra Haute, Indiana, where he’s being held. He was among the first male inmates scheduled 
to be put to death after the U.S. Justice Department announced last year that the federal 

government would resume executing death row inmates for the first time since 2003.
The Justice Department carried out three executions last month. In addition to Mitchell’s 

execution, three other men are scheduled to be put to death in August and September.
His lawyers are seeking a stay of execution in federal court in Phoenix and making the 

clemency request to Trump through the U.S. pardon attorney in Washington.
Mitchell fatally stabbed Alyce Slim, 63, and then forced her 9-year-old granddaughter to 

sit beside her grandmother’s lifeless body as he drove about 40 miles (64 kilometers), before 
he slit the young girl’s throat. Their beheaded, mutilated bodies were found in a shallow grave 
on the reservation. Mitchell stole the woman’s car and later robbed a trading post in Red 
Valley, Arizona.

American Indian tribes for decades have been able to tell federal prosecutors if  they want 
a death sentence considered for certain crimes on their land. Nearly all have rejected that op-
tion. Mitchell was convicted of carjacking resulting in death — a crime that carries a possible 
death sentence no matter where it happens, meaning the tribe had no avenue to object.

The U.S. Justice Department, which is arguing against delaying the execution, declined to 
comment on the clemency request.

LAS CRUCES, NM  –
A company that specializes in aerial inspection and map-

ping services is planning a major expansion in New Mexico, 
more than doubling its highly trained workforce and speeding 
global expansion, Economic Development Department Cabi-
net Secretary Alicia J. Keyes announced today.

LaSen Inc. has been awarded a state Local Economic De-
velopment Act (LEDA) grant of $750,000 to construct a larger 
headquarters facility, add new drones and helicopters, and hire 
79 additional employees over the next 5 years.

The company will invest $8.4 million into a new 
37,000-square foot location at the Pioneer Industrial Park, 
west of Chapparral Building Materials and ProCon, off  of W. 
Amador and Pioneer, South of former San Saba Pecan in Las 
Cruces.

The average annual wage for employees is $80,000, and 
the expansion is expected to have a statewide economic im-
pact of $463 million over 10 years. The City of Las Cruces has 
made an additional $400,000 offer to the project from its local 
LEDA fund. LaSen expects to move into the new facility in the 
summer of 2021.

“I’m thrilled about the expansion of this cutting-edge com-
pany in Las Cruces. It will bring even more highly skilled, high-
tech jobs to New Mexico,” Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham said.

LaSen has developed a niche in the oil and gas industry by 
providing detection of pipeline leaks and hazards using aeri-
al observation from helicopters and drones, utilizing sophis-
ticated LIDAR mapping, high-resolution video, and sensing 
technology that can detect leaks from 300 to 500 feet above 
the ground.

The mid-infrared laser used by LaSen is particularly well 
suited for detection of hydrocarbons such as methane, pro-
pane, and butane, as well as volatilized liquid petroleum prod-

ucts.
The economic development assistance not only helps with 

physical expansion, it also gives the company the resourc-
es to move into new global markets by providing aerial leak 
inspection and safety monitoring of power lines to potential 
new customers in Australia, Canada, Belgium, Germany, and 
Portugal.

“LaSen is a company with experience in New Mexico. It 
now wants to further invest in the state and expand its work-
force so it can provide services around the world,” Cabinet 
Secretary Keyes said. “These new high-paying jobs coming to 
Southern New Mexico, as a result of our LEDA investment, 
will help diversify our economy and move the state toward 
recovery. LeSen’s expansion is part of a trend we are seeing: 
companies want to double down here or move from busier cit-
ies into N.M., where they can have a better quality of life with 
their families.”

The aerial and unmanned technologies allow for a more 
complete and safer inspection of power lines and equipment 
damaged by wind, lightning, or even animals. Aerial technolo-
gy is quickly replacing physical inspection by workers driving 
down rugged backroads and walking right-of-ways with cam-
eras and notepads.

LaSen has its own flight operation and it manufactures the 
LiDAR sensor. It also has its own maintenance and machine 
shop, which is at capacity in its current space, 300 N. Telshor 
Blvd., Las Cruces, according to La Sen President Tim Goolsby.

“We’ve been talking about getting out of this building for 
the last two years. LEDA allows us to make that decision a 
lot sooner and with a little more comfort,” Goolsby said. “We 
want to make the right decisions that will keep us in New Mex-
ico for a long time.”

The City of Las Cruces is the fiscal agent for the proj-

ect and the Mesilla Valley Economic Development Alliance 
(MVEDA) provided location and technical assistance.

“We are excited to be in a position to help foster the growth 
of technology companies like LaSen and bring high paying 
jobs to Las Cruces,“ Mayor Ken Miyagishima said. “The close 
collaboration between the New Mexico Economic Develop-
ment Department, the City’s Economic Development Depart-
ment, and MVEDA allowed us to quickly respond to LaSen’s 
needs and secure Las Cruces as their long-term home.”

“It has been rewarding to work with the team at LaSen and 
assist in their growth here in Las Cruces,” Davin Lopez, Presi-
dent and CEO of MVEDA, added.  “Their expansion is indic-
ative of the robust industry supporting aerial assets that can be 
found in the region and the opportunities we have to further 
grow this industry, with LaSen as our flagship.”

LaSen was founded in 1989 to commercialize technology 
developed for the Department of Defense, tested at White 
Sands Missile Range, to detect biological and chemical patho-
gens. The advancement into methane detection was a logi-
cal progression for LaSen, and in 2004, after being awarded 
a Small Business Innovation Research Grant (SBIR), LaSen 
developed the Airborne LiDAR Inspection System (ALPIS). 
ALPIS has inspected more than 500,00 miles of pipeline right-
of-way, detecting more than 40,000 leaks, and saving more 
than 44.6 billion cubic feet of methane from escaping into the 
atmosphere.

The company has a quick-response model with helicop-
ters available in Fresno, CA, Las Vegas, NV, Denver, CO, Fort 
Worth, TX, Lexington, KY, and Vancouver, BC. Pilots work 
staggered schedules in several locations in order to be available 
24 hours a day.

NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT ASKS TRUMP 
TO COMMUTE DEATH SENTENCE

AERIAL INSPECTION COMPANY PLANS MAJOR NEW MEXICO EXPANSION
STATE ASSISTANCE FROM LEDA HELPS LASEN INC. MOVE TO GLOBAL MARKETPLACE 
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WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer approved over 

$475 million in CARES Act funding for water line projects, power line projects, solar power 
projects, internet access to remote areas, business assistance, and more resources to help the 
Navajo people during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Nez-Lizer Administration approved the following funds in Resolution CJY-67-20: 
• $130 million for the Navajo Department of Water Resources for water projects, in-

cluding waterline and cistern projects, water hauling, windmill repairs, water well infrastruc-
ture, earthen dams, and irrigation projects, which ensures that the Navajo people have access 
to adequate and safe water to help stop the spread of COVID-19.

• $44.2 million for powerline projects, including power line capital projects and elec-
trical line extensions, to ensure that Navajo homes and facilities have access to electricity 
sufficient to comply with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention COVID-19 guidelines. 

• $53.2 million for telecommunication and broadband expansion projects for schools, 
higher educational institutions, and public facilities, to ensure Navajo students, educators, 
and employees have adequate broadband access and telecommunication capacity while com-
plying with “Safe at Home” public health orders and can communicate with public safety, 
healthcare, and education.  

• $35.1 million for solar projects for Navajo homes within the boundaries of the Na-
vajo Nation to ensure that they have access to electricity to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

• $1,000 for hardship assistance to help Navajo individuals and families impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Nez-Lizer Administration will also propose another expendi-
ture plan to provide more hardship assistance for Navajo families and individuals that have 
experienced financial burdens created by the pandemic. 

• $828,637 for parks and recreation, including vendors and others, who experienced 
negative economic impacts from the pandemic.

• $42.1 million for payroll support pay expenses eligible under the U.S. Treasury guid-
ance. 

• $24.6 million for Navajo Gaming Enterprise, who employ over 1,100 Navajo citi-
zens, to avoid lay-offs, loss of healthcare insurance, and to sustain business operations. 

• $9.6 million for the Judicial Branch to continue court services during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• $60 million for Navajo Nation Division of Economic Development to provide re-
covery and assistance for Navajo businesses and entrepreneurs, who were impacted by the 
public health emergency.

• $75.8 million for Navajo Department of Health to continue to provide COVID-19 
related health care services, such as vaccinations, testing, alternative care services, traditional 
and faith based services, and others, for the Navajo people.

“In the review of the funds provided in CJY-67-20, we considered the purposes of the 
projects, the timeframe to complete each project, the readiness of the projects, and all the 
requirements necessary to carry out successful projects. Most importantly, the allocations 
have to comply with the federal CARES Act law and have to be expended by December 30, 
2020, as required by the U.S. Treasury. The Administration had to prioritize projects and 
services that reflect the immediate and essential needs of our Navajo people to respond to the 
COVID-19 public health emergency. Through the teachings of K’é (kinship), Nitsáhákees 
(thinking), Nahat’á (planning), Iiná (life), and Sihasin (stability of restoration of balance 
and harmony through reflection), we can help each other to overcome any obstacle to restore 
Hozhó, balance, and harmony,” said President Nez. 

With the input from many experts in the field and discussions of how to refine the plan, 
several portions were reduced, such as the following: 

• The Broadband-Telecommunications Projects were decreased by $15,000,000 for 
non-tribal owned Eligible Telecommunications Carriers. The Navajo Department of Infor-
mation Technology could move immediately with a preferred carrier recommended by Nava-
jo leadership instead of an open-ended selection process.

• The Solar Projects were reduced by $34,103,910 appropriated to the Native Renew-
ables company. We believe a project focused on the efforts of Native Renewables working 
with families in the Former Bennett Freeze Area will fit the objective of bringing power to 
those who are in need and meeting the timeline for spending. There will be a new proposal 
for the initiative. 

• Striking $23,973,000 for solid waste projects across the Navajo Nation. The Navajo 
Environmental Protection Agency is a regulatory agency for the Navajo Nation, and the 
Agency is not in the best position to carry out the solid waste projects. The funds are best de-
livered to the Navajo Division of Community Development, working with Navajo Chapters 
or regional sanitation facilities. Redirecting the funds to the Navajo Division of Community 
Development, working with Chapters, will meet this objective.

• Striking $48,803,592 for payroll expenditures for the period after July 1, 2020, this 
includes the 4th Quarter of the Fiscal Year 2020, and from October 1 to December 30, 2020, 
this consists of the 1st Quarter of the Fiscal Year 2021. The Nation may consider other 
sources of funds for payroll for this time period while making more funds available for direct 
services to the Navajo People. The General Fund payroll expenditures and 638 funded busi-
ness units incurred through June 30, 2020, remain in place.

• Striking $33,423,914 for housing and housing improvement projects. The housing 
project gave $1,392,663.08 to each Council Delegate district, but there are not enough funds 
in some Chapters to complete one house. There is doubt about completing housing projects 
by December 30, 2020.  Therefore, a refinement on the housing funding will be undertaken 
and made equitable.

• Striking $20,008,798 to address additional Administration and compliance of 
CARES Act funds. The Navajo Nation’s overall financial system includes other Departments 
who work together to process financial documents, set up federal budgets, and work with 
Divisions, Departments, Chapters, and contractors for requisitions and payments. We can 
provide an appropriation across the financial network, so our system is adequately funded 
for the proper personnel, contractors, and office equipment. We recommend a provision to 
include the Office of the Controller, the Office of Management and Budget, and other de-
partments of the financial system.

“The approval is a big win for the Nation. Our focus has to remain on those who need 
the funding the most, including our Navajo families, elders, and vulnerable individuals. Our 
goal is to have all the approved projects and direct services to be completed by the end of 
the year to help those in need. Some appropriations were reduced or stricken due to the need 
for further analysis and discussion. We look forward to leadership coming together to revisit 
these items and refine the funding proposals that will directly assist the Navajo people,” add-
ed President Nez, “We commend the 24th Navajo Nation Council for their long hours of 
dedication, discussions, and hard work to move the legislation through the process.”

The total approved funding of $476,666,192 represents approximately 72% approval of 
appropriated amounts. The remaining amount of $175,313,214, along with the previous bal-
ance of $1,150,000.37 of the CARES Fund, provides $176,463,214.37 to create a second 
phase appropriation that will provide direct relief  services to our People. 

President Nez and Vice President Lizer stated that the second phase appropriation pro-
posed plan would focus on immediate financial relief  for Navajo individuals, families, and 
communities impacted by the pandemic. The proposal will include college student relief, 
hardship assistance for students, emergency assistance for Navajo members, elders and vul-
nerable individuals, propane and natural gas services for elders, immediate internet connec-
tivity for families, additional solar projects, housing initiatives, and many more.    

“As we visited all 110 communities within the Navajo Nation, we heard the challenges 
and pleas of our Navajo people. The coronavirus has emotionally, physically, spiritually, and 
financially impacted many families. Therefore, we continue to develop plans that will directly 
help our people. The Administration pledges our commitment to work with the Navajo Na-
tion Council to quickly work on the second phase of CARES Act projects and getting more 
relief  to our people,” said Vice President Lizer.

PRESIDENT APPROVES $475 MILLION IN CARES ACT FUNDING 
TO PROVIDE IMMEDIATE COVID-19 RELIEF FUNDING FOR 
WATER PROJECTS, POWER LINE PROJECTS, AND MORE

FARMINGTON, NM  –
A coalition of New Mexico business owners launched a trade group to advocate for more 

investment and job growth in the state’s outdoor and recreation economy, Economic Devel-
opment Department Cabinet Secretary Alicia J. Keyes said in a joint announcement with the 
new organization. 

This membership based trade group, called endeavOR New Mexico, will unite outdoor 
recreation businesses throughout the state.

endeavOR is a 501(c)(6) non-profit alliance organized to expand the outdoor recreation 
economy in New Mexico, engage the outdoor recreation community, and enhance outdoor 
recreation offerings and experiences. 

The tagline for endeavOR is “A Force of Nature.”

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham has recognized outdoor recreation as a key industry to di-
versify New Mexico’s economy. Locally owned and run businesses form the backbone of the 
state’s outdoor recreation economy, which directly supports $1.2 billion in income and over 
33,5000 jobs, according to a report commissioned by the New Mexico Outdoor Recreation 
Division.

“Outdoor recreation touches all corners of the state and I welcome this coalition as we 
collaborate for both responsible stewardship of the outdoors and more economic opportuni-
ty for local communities,” Keyes said.

endeavOR is working closely with the New Mexico Economic Development Depart-
ment’s Outdoor Recreation Division to build a strong partnership and ensure ongoing job 
and wealth creation for the state’s existing and future outdoor recreation businesses.

“Other states have united their outdoor recreation businesses under a single advocacy-fo-
cused mission to great effect,” Director of the Outdoor Recreation Division Axie Navas said. 
“With the formation of endeavOR, New Mexico takes a huge leap forward in solidifying and 
recognizing outdoor recreation’s role as a major economic driver.”

Outdoor recreation activities represented by the alliance include camping, fishing, hunt-
ing, motorcycling, OHVing, snow sports, trail sports, water sports, biking, and wildlife view-
ing. A diverse board has been formed comprised of many outdoor recreation business own-
ers from all over the state, including Dale Davis of 505 Cycles, Nick Streit of Taos Fly Shop, 
Bob King of Santa Fe Guiding Company, Sandy Rodwick of Alamogordo KOA, and Corey 
Spoores of MST Adventures. 

“We are dedicated to being a balanced and unified voice for all outdoor recreation busi-
nesses and organizations positively contributing to the outdoor economy,” Davis, endeavOR 
board chair and owner of Farmington based 505 Cycles, said. “We represent all outdoor 
recreation industry sectors and geographic regions of the state.”

endeavOR offers memberships for outdoor recreation businesses and organizations, sup-
porting businesses, friends, students, communities, tribes, and agencies. Membership fees 
range from $25 to $500 based on the size of the business. Key member benefits include ad-
vocacy for outdoor businesses and organizations, networking among industry professionals, 
promotion of outdoor recreation businesses and destinations, alerts on outdoor recreation 
industry news and best practices, and professional development assistance.

The endeavOR board of directors has selected Once a Day Marketing partners James 
Glover and Marianne Tenenbaum to assume the executive director role. Once a Day Mar-
keting was instrumental in forming and launching endeavOR New Mexico as part of their 
recent engagement with the City of Farmington and its Outdoor Recreation Industry Initia-
tive (ORII).

“Growing our outdoor recreation economy in Farmington is vital and we want to sup-
port similar efforts in all New Mexico communities,” Farmington Mayor Nate Duckett said. 
“The formation of endeavOR will enable outdoor rec businesses and organizations, large and 
small, to have representation and a voice moving forward.”

“These are exciting times for outdoor recreation in New Mexico. The alliance’s mission to 
assist outdoor recreation guides, outfitters, and gear manufactures to be more successful and 
improve New Mexico’s outdoor rec offerings and experiences will drive endeavOR for years 
to come,” endeavOR Co-Director James Glover said. 

Learn more about endeavOR New Mexico by visiting endeavorNM.org or emailing di-
rector@endeavorNM.org. 

NEW MEXICO LAUNCHES OUTDOOR RECREATION BUSINESS ALLIANCE
ENDEAVOR NEW MEXICO STARTS SOLICITING MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS 

LOOK FOR US
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According to the data, wearing masks, social distancing, 
washing hands, staying home, and being mindful of one’s 
surroundings has helped to flatten the curve on a consistent 
basis, he added.

“Through contact tracing we are learning more about the 
movement of the virus and we know that the fight is not over, 
but we have to find new ways to move forward. We cannot 
rush to reopen the Nation. We must reopen slowly and cau-
tiously, and most importantly, rely on the data and advice 
of our health care experts. When states reopened in May, we 
saw how quickly the coronavirus can re-emerge and spread 
and that’s what we want to avoid,” President Nez added.

In regards to the new school year, President Nez and Vice 
President Lizer publicly stated on July 31 that they support 
and recommend implementing a virtual learning platform at 
schools, as opposed to in-person classroom instruction for 
the safety of students and teachers.

The Navajo Nation Board of Education passed resolu-
tion NNBEAU-658-2020, approving and recommending that 
all Navajo Nation schools provide virtual or online options. 
In addition, the Department of Diné Education conducted 
two surveys, one for parents and one for school principals, 
regarding options for the upcoming school year. According 
to the Department of Diné Education, preliminary results 
indicate that an overwhelming majority of parents support 
virtual/online learning for the safety of their children.

On Monday, President Nez spoke with U.S. Asst. Secre-
tary of Indian Affairs Tara Sweeney and Bureau of Indian 
Education Director Tony Dearman and informed them that 
he does not support the reopening of BIE schools for in-per-
son learning for the current semester.

“There is a possibility that parents may choose to move 
their children out of BIE schools if  they feel that BIE schools 
are unsafe and enroll them in other schools that offer online 
classes. If  the number of enrolled students goes down within 
BIE schools, that may provide the federal government with 
justification to cut funding for BIE schools, which would 
be very disappointing and unfortunate – we hope this is 
not their intention. BIE Acting Associate Deputy Director 
Charles Sherman assured us that they respect the sovereignty 
of the Navajo Nation and will proceed with online classes,” 
said President Nez, adding that state schools are also sup-

portive of online learning.
Since March, the Nez-Lizer Administration has focused 

on flattening the curve, protecting the most vulnerable res-
idents, and ensuring access to testing, essential items, and 
hospital capacity.

The Navajo Nation Reopening Plan prioritizes elders 
and individuals that are at higher-risk for severe illness. It 
ensures the Nation’s healthcare system is responsive to in-
creases in admissions and responds to future crises and any 
resurgences while allowing a phased path to recovery.

Per the Plan’s directives, all places of business on the 
Navajo Nation must develop policies and procedures to en-
sure physical distancing between personnel and customers, 
provide special accommodations for staff  who are members 
of a vulnerable population, provide sufficient and appropri-
ate personal protective equipment for personnel, carry suf-
ficient disinfectant products, require hygiene practices and 
cleaning of frequently-touched surfaces, provide regular 
COVID-19 screening, provide COVID-19 training, and have 
in place plans to respond to suspected and confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in the workplace.

Additionally, places of business on the Nation are direct-
ed to implement certain measures in their policies and pro-
cedures designed to further reduce the risks of COVID-19 
exposure and spread, such as increasing facility ventilation, 
frequent screening and testing for employees, installing phys-
ical barriers, implementing flexible work schedules, and pro-
viding employees with flexible leave policies.

Business on the Nation will reopen progressively, in ac-
cordance with a color-coded status schedule, each color in 
the schedule representing a different level of reopening activ-
ity. The statuses include red (high restrictions), orange (mod-
erate-high restrictions), yellow (moderate-low restrictions), 
and green (low restrictions). Public health data trends will 
drive the determination of the Nation’s status.

Depending on data trends, the Nation may move from 
a less-restrictive to a more-restrictive status and vice versa. 
The Navajo Nation Health Command Operations Center 
is responsible for declaring the Nation’s status at any given 
time, and will do so by public health order. The decision to 
move between reopening statuses will depend on the rate of 
new cases of hospital service units, general hospital capaci-

ties, COVID-19 testing availability, and availability of con-
tact tracing and case management resources.

The Health Command Operations Center has issued its 
first public health order declaring the Nation to be in Orange 
status. In addition, the order states that all businesses shall be 
bound to the conditions and requirements of Orange status.

The Navajo Nation Executive Branch has also created 
the “Navajo Nation COVID-19 Worksite Safety Guidelines,” 
specifically for its Divisions and Departments to follow as 
administrative leave of non-essential Executive Branch em-
ployees comes to an end on Aug. 16, and as Divisions and 
Departments resume and revitalize services that have been 
reduced or placed on hold during administrative leave. Di-
visions and Departments have been directed to utilize the 
recommendations of the Executive Branch Guidelines—e.g. 
provide personnel with sufficient and appropriate PPE and 
disinfectant products, create alternative work schedules, 
etc.—in crafting their plans to resume and revitalize services. 
The Executive Branch Guidelines can be found here.

“Until a safe treatment or vaccine for COVID-19 is avail-
able, we will have to continue to adapt to the risks associat-
ed with the coronavirus. We each have a collective responsi-
bility to ensure that reopening the Navajo Nation proceeds 
smoothly and safely. We all have to follow public health 
guidelines and use our best judgment to protect ourselves, 
our relatives and neighbors, and vulnerable individuals. Key 
public health metrics will determine if  and when it is appro-
priate to proceed through reopening phases,” said Vice Pres-
ident Lizer.

“As we move forward with reopening the Navajo Nation, 
we have to stay vigilant. We have to continue to practice pre-
ventative measures, such as social distancing, washing our 
hands, cleaning and disinfecting high-touched surfaces, and 
wearing our face masks. These basic precautions will lim-
it the spread of COVID-19 and facilitate reopening safely,” 
said Department of Health Executive Director Dr. Jill Jim.

For more information on the “Navajo Nation Reopening 
Plan,” please visit: https://www.navajoreopening.navajo-nsn.gov

For more information on the “Navajo Nation COVID-19 
Worksite Safety Guidelines,” please visit: https://www.nava-
joreopening.navajo-nsn.gov/NAVAJO-NATION-EXECU-
TIVE-BRANCH

NAVAJO NATION PLANS FOR RE-OPENING 
NEZ-LIZER ADMINISTRATION ISSUES GUIDELINES AND PLAN TO CAREFULLY 
REOPEN THE NAVAJO NATION WITH PHASED-IN APPROACH

Live Independently 
in friendly, cheerful surroundings

210 STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
 • Basic Cable & Utilities included
 • Small pet welcome
 • Laundry facilities on each floor
 • Delicious & Nutritious Meals in a fine dining setting available
 • Safe & Secure
  3 Off- duty Police Security Patrol
  3 24 hr. emergency call system
  3 Automatic fire alarm & sprinkler system

HUD SUBSIDISED HOUSING
rents based on income
average $100 - $500

 • Numerous Social/Recreational Options
  3 On site media center & theatre
  3 Bingo, Cards, Crafts
  3 Exercise & Tai Chai
  3 Discussion Groups & Book Clubs
  3 Kivel bus for shopping & outings

for more information or to schedule a tour, 

please call 602.443.8039

KIVEL MANOR  •  3040 N. 36TH ST.
PHOENIX

(Conveniently located 1 block north of Thomas)

HAVE A CAMPER AND 
CLASS “A” CDL?

YOU’RE HALFWAY THERE!

LOOKING FOR DRIVERS WITH 
CLASS “A” CDL TO HAUL HIGHWAY 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS. MUST 

BE WILLING TO TRAVEL THROUGHOUT 
ARIZONA. STARTING RATE IS $19/HR 

+$30/DAY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE.

CALL CAITLIN AT (928) 476-3554

GET NOTICED!
CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE 

480.282.3070
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Times have most definitely changed and 2020 is a 
bitter sweet year for everyone. People have lost their 
jobs, love ones, and everything in between. It has been a 
year of catastrophe.

The coronavirus is also challenging us to bring in the 
virtual means of doing business and education. Every-
one thought, we wouldn’t see this day until 2050. 

Even one day, newspapers will disappear. Anything 
printed will be a thing of the past. Virtual Reality is 
here. In a few years, we will be able to travel the world 
through the eyes of technology from the comfort of our 
home. 

I often wonder, where will we be in 2030? A great 

question for the generations behind us that are expe-
riencing this new era of catastrophe. We are taking a 
huge leap in embracing new virtual technologies. 

Social distancing, virtual meetings, working from 
home, face mask, hand sanitizers, it’s a new world out 
there with even more social barriers in place that blocks 
the most powerful form of communication, in person. 

As this new virtual reality is becoming more of a re-
ality, let us all utilize and take advantage of in person 
form of communication before one day we will one see 
robots. 

The year of the machines is here. 

SALT LAKE CITY, UT  –
Those working or recreating along the Green River below 

Utah’s Flaming Gorge Dam and the Colorado River below 
Arizona’s Glen Canyon Dam should exercise increased cau-
tion as fluctuations in hydropower generation may cause rap-
id changes in water releases. The Bureau of Reclamation is 
responding to unusually high energy demand amid excessive 
summer heat across the western United States. Unscheduled 
water release fluctuations will occur without warning. Be 
careful along the river and watch for sudden changes in flow 
and depth.

Reclamation increased hydropower generation at Glen 
Canyon Dam on Friday evening, August 14, in response to 

California’s electrical emergency. The Western Area Power 
Administration again called on Glen Canyon Dam to in-
crease generation on Saturday, August 15 to help stabilize the 
western electrical grid. As the current heat wave continues, 
Glen Canyon and Flaming Gorge Dams will continue to re-
spond to energy distributor calls for additional hydropower 
to augment supply deficiencies. 

Hydropower dams like Glen Canyon and Flaming Gorge 
are unique in their ability to respond almost immediately to 
electrical system emergencies and swings in demand. They 
are crucial parts of the interconnected electrical system in the 
western United States.

To enhance the state’s efforts to protect the health of 
children and others, the Arizona Department of Health Ser-
vices (ADHS) has issued an emergency measure requiring 
schools, child care centers and shelters to report outbreaks 
of COVID-19 to their local health departments. 

The measure applies to public schools, charter schools, 
and private schools with students from kindergarten through 
12th grade, as well as child care establishments and shelters. 

Those facilities already are required to report to their lo-
cal health departments cases of communicable diseases in-
cluding mumps, measles, and chickenpox. 

“Schools, child care centers, and shelters have always 
worked with public health and have been among the best 
reporters of communicable disease information,” said Dr. 
Cara Christ, director of ADHS. “This emergency measure 
addresses the serious threat COVID-19 poses to our com-
munities and allows public health and our schools to work 
together to keep our kids safe.” 

ADHS and the Arizona Department of Education 
worked collaboratively to develop the Roadmap for Re-
opening Schools and the Guidance for Safely Returning to 
Schools. In this guidance, schools are encouraged to report 

an outbreak to their local health department. An outbreak 
is defined as two or more laboratory-confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 within a 14-day period among individuals who 
are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and 
are not close contacts of each other in another setting. 

“Procedures on how to report and handle cases of 
COVID-19 will help schools as they navigate this most un-
precedented school year,” said Superintendent of Public In-
struction Kathy Hoffman. “This emergency measure gives 
schools the instructions they need to correctly report cases as 
we head further into the new academic year.”

This emergency measure provides schools, child care es-
tablishments, and shelters with a required format and the au-
thority for reporting COVID-19 outbreaks to public health 
within 24 hours of identification. 

Public health works closely with these partners and will 
continue to provide technical assistance to facilitate commu-
nication of information to staff, faculty, children, and fami-
lies. 

For more information, please visit azhealth.gov/
COVID19.

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
On Wednesday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez 

and Vice President Myron Lizer issued a proclamation that 
calls for flags on the Navajo Nation to be flown at half-staff  
on Aug. 19, in honor and memory of Earnest C. Becenti, Sr., 
who passed away on Aug. 16. 

“As we mourn the loss of Earnest C. Becenti, Sr., we also 
honor and remember all his great sacrifices and services he 
provided for his Navajo people. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his family, friends, and colleagues as they lay him to rest 
today,” said President Nez.

Earnest was born on March 9, 1925, and a community 
member of Church Rock, N.M. He was married for 69 years 
to his wife, Mary Becenti, who passed in 2016. 

Earnest enlisted with the U.S. Army on Aug. 11, 1943, and 
was honorably discharged on Nov. 28, 1945 with two Purple 
Hearts and a Bronze Star. After his service, he returned to 
the Navajo Nation where he served as a Chapter Official for 

33 years, an Eastern Navajo Agency Council President for 
23 years, a McKinley County School Board member for 27 
years, a McKinley County Commissioner for 16 years, a New 
Mexico Mounted Patrol for 14 years, and was a traditional 
medicine man for over 56 years. Earnest also retired after 37 
years of federal service. 

“We thank God for the life of Earnest C. Becenti, Sr. In 
every aspect of his life, he was a loving and compassionate 
person who cared greatly for his people. We ask all of our 
Navajo people to keep his spirit and family in your prayers,” 
said Vice President Lizer. 

Survivors include his children, Earnest Becenti, Jr., Hel-
ena Becenti, and Julia Cooke, eight grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, and four great-great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service for Earnest C. Becenti, Sr. will take 
place on Wednesday, Aug. 19, at 10:00 a.m. at Gallup Veteran 
Cemetery in Gallup, N.M. 

– EDITORIAL –
VIRTUAL REALITY IS HERE

– ADVISORY –
RECLAMATION RESPONDS TO POWER EMERGENCY; 
URGES CAUTION ON GREEN RIVER AND COLORADO 
RIVER DUE TO THE POTENTIAL FOR RAPID CHANGES 
IN RIVER RELEASES
INCREASED HYDROPOWER PRODUCTION TO MEET EMERGENCY 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS MEANS WATER RELEASES WILL CHANGE 
QUICKLY AND WITHOUT WARNING

ADHS ENHANCES COVID-19 REPORTING FOR 
SCHOOLS, CHILD CARE, AND SHELTERS
EMERGENCY MEASURE AIMS TO IMPROVE PUBLIC HEALTH 
RESPONSE TO OUTBREAKS

FLAGS TO BE FLOWN AT HALF-STAFF IN 
HONOR OF NAVAJO LEADER AND VETERAN 
EARNEST C. BECENTI, SR.

ALEXANDER CHAMBERS, Navajo Post

CALL OR TEXT FOR 

A FREE QUOTE 
480.282.3070
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VIRTUAL LEARNING ON THE NAVAJO NATION
NEZ-LIZER PUT FORTH CARES ACT FUNDING PROPOSAL TO SUPPORT VIRTUAL LEARNING TO 
HELP PROTECT STUDENTS AND TEACHERS FROM COVID-19 EXPOSURE

NEW SENIOR AND VETERANS CENTER COMING
GANADO COMMUNITY TO RECEIVE NEW SENIOR CITIZENS AND VETERANS CENTER 
WITH APPROVAL OF SÍHASIN FUND APPROPRIATION

The proposed CARES Act funding amounts include the following:
• Over $94 million for telecommunications and broadband development/implementation
• $40 million for undergraduate college student relief  
• $5 million for graduate college student relief  
• Over $5 million for Navajo Head Start centers
• Nearly $4 million for teacher development and student support 
• Over $3.7 million for technical needs for Department of Diné Education
• $5 million for educational incentives under Department of Diné Education
“We continue to rely on the data and advice of our health care experts. The safety and 

health of our students, teachers, and other school employees is the top priority for the 
Nez-Lizer Administration. The number of COVID-19 cases here on the Navajo Nation is 
flattening, but based on the high number of COVID-19 cases in cities and other areas near 
and around the Navajo Nation there remains substantial risk for our citizens. Our Adminis-
tration supports the reopening of schools through online/virtual learning, but we also realize 
that there are challenges with that approach including the lack of adequate telecommunica-
tions infrastructure to support online learning for all students. That’s why we are proposing 
to use $90 million in CARES Act funds to help address that issue,” said President Nez.

The Department of Diné Education recently conducted two surveys, one for parents and 
one for school principals, regarding options for the upcoming school year. According to the 
Department of Diné Education, preliminary results indicate that an overwhelming majority 
of parents support virtual/online learning for the safety of their children – official results are 

being compiled. In addition, the Department of Diné Education has a work group in place 
that is working to secure laptops, wifi equipment, and other resources to help implement 
virtual learning. The work group has recently secured 2,500 laptops, in part due to a gener-
ous donation from the New Mexico Public Education Department and other organizations. 

The Bureau of Indian Education notified President Nez that their 65 schools on the Na-
vajo Nation will remain closed until at least Sept. 16, 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Here on the Navajo Nation, we’ve gone 35 straight days with less than 100 cases report-
ed daily, but the cities and towns around the Navajo Nation are still reporting high num-
bers. We have several different types of school on the Navajo Nation including public, BIE 
operated, tribally-controlled, private, parochial, and charter schools that span three states. 
Each school has their local authority and governance, so this really has to be a collaborative 
effort among all school officials, teachers, parents. It will be challenging, but we have to do 
everything we can to protect our students, teachers, and many others so that our students can 
continue to advance their education. We strongly recommend that the Navajo Nation Board 
of Education pass a resolution supporting virtual/online learning for our students,” stated 
Vice President Lizer. 

The Nez-Lizer Administration will continue to work with the Department of Diné Ed-
ucation to pursue and implement virtual/online learning for schools on the Navajo Nation. 
More updates will be provided during upcoming online town halls, radio messaging, and 
other correspondence. 

GANADO, AZ  –
In Aug., Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer signed 

into law Resolution CJY-57-20, which appropriates approximately $1.4 million from the Na-
vajo Nation’s Síhasin Fund for the design and construction of a new 4,800 square-foot senior 
citizens and veterans center in the community of Ganado, Ariz. The ceremony was held 
outdoors with social distancing and COVID-19 prevention protocols in place. 

“In a time of adversity and challenges brought upon the Navajo Nation by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the approval of these funds inspires renewed hope within our communities and 
our Navajo people. Today, we celebrate a milestone for the community of Ganado. This new 
senior citizens and veterans center will not only provide services, but it will also be a place of 
healing. We were taught to take care of our parents, grandparents, and all of our elders and 
those are the teachings we must pass on to our young people. I congratulate the community 
of Ganado for working together to bring change for their people. This initiative took many 
years of hard work and perseverance to be where we are today,” said President Nez.

Last year, President Nez and Vice President Lizer attended the Ganado community’s 
elder day celebration, where they voiced their support for the construction of the new center 
to support services for elders and veterans. They were joined by Division of Community 
Development Executive Director Dr. Pearl Yellowman and Department of Health Executive 
Director Dr. Jill Jim during Wednesday’s signing ceremony.

“We were here in Ganado several months back and we assured you then that the Nez-Liz-
er Administration would do everything we can to move this project forward. This new center 
will be the pride and joy of Ganado for many years to come and it will also strengthen and 
help to build the economy and the community. Thank you to all of the veterans and elders 
who are with us today — you make us proud to be who we are and you are what makes us 
a strong people. We thank all of you for everything you have done for our Nation and our 
country. God bless all of you,” said Vice President Lizer.

During the signing ceremony, local elders and veterans including Lók’aa’ Niteel Veter-
ans Organization Vice Commander Andrew Lynch, Isabelle Shondee, and Carolyn Holmes 
offered their words of encouragement and appreciation. Long-time Ganado resident and 
Gold Star Mother Carolyn Holmes, urged those in attendance to continue working together 
to make progress for all Navajo communities. Holmes, a grazing permit holder who allowed 
for 10-acres of land to be withdrawn within her grazing area for the project, also stated that 
other grazing permit holders should not stop projects from progressing especially when they 
benefit entire communities and many people.

Council Delegate Vince R. James, who represents the Ganado community as a member 
of the 24th Navajo Nation Council, sponsored the legislation that was eventually approved 
by the Council by a vote of 22-0 during the summer session on July 22, 2020. During the 
signing ceremony, he spoke about the years of dedication it took to develop the plans and se-
cure the funds for the project. He also thanked the local grazing permit holders for allowing 
a 10-acre area of land to be designated for the project, which is located nearly one-mile west 

of the Ganado Chapter house. 
The former senior center operated out of a modular home for years before it was ordered 

to close due to deficiencies with the structure of the facility. The new center will provide 
meeting rooms and space to provide services for local elders.

“Not only does this project symbolize hope, but it exemplifies the resiliency of our Nava-
jo people. During a worldwide pandemic and public health emergency, we have local leaders 
who continue to move our communities forward and to inspire hope for our future genera-
tions. Thank you to the 24th Navajo Nation Council for their support and approval of the 
funds as well,” added President Nez.

The funding for the project is separate from the Navajo Nation’s CARES Act funds. On 
July 31, the 24th Navajo Nation Council approved a CARES Act expenditure plan, which 
will be considered by President Nez and Vice President Lizer once the resolution is finalized/
certified by the Legislative Branch and delivered to the Office of the President and Vice 
President.

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice Presi-

dent Myron Lizer were joined by the Navajo Nation Special 
Diabetes Program, 24th Navajo Nation Council Delegate 
Edison Wauneka, and Miss Navajo Nation Shaandiin Par-
rish on Monday, as they signed a proclamation to recognize 
the 10th Annual “Running for a Stronger and Healthier 
Navajo Nation,” which promotes health, prevents diabetes, 
reduces health-care costs, and brings awareness to obesity, 
cancer, and chronic diseases. 

This year’s “Running for a Stronger and Healthier Nava-
jo Nation” event will be a virtual run, beginning on Septem-
ber 7 to November 14, and themed as “Rise to Resilience, 
Rise to Strength and Rise to Beauty.”  

“Join us as we celebrate the 10th Annual’ Running for a 
Stronger and Healthier Navajo Nation’ Virtual Run. Through 
the discipline and cultural teachings of running and physical 
activity, we can bring hope, resilience, and strength to our 
people and ourselves. Let us use this opportunity to prepare 
and strengthen our well-being so that we may continue to 
fight against this invisible monster called the coronavirus,” 

said President Nez. 
During the virtual run, participants will have the op-

portunity to choose their physical activity, such as walking, 
dancing, running, hiking, or horseback riding. Participants 
will monitor their daily physical activity miles and locations 
weekly for a duration of 10 weeks. 

“This is also a great occasion to have leadership partic-
ipate and become role models for others. It is good to see 
President Nez as a role model for health initiatives. As lead-
ers, we need to continue to support health events and projects 
that will help sustain our future,” said Delegate Wauneka.

President Nez and Vice President Lizer will join the virtu-
al event, and they invite and encourage all Navajo citizens to 
support and participate in the wellness campaign. 

“The event is open to all ages and to anyone willing to 
make a healthy lifestyle change. This is an opportunity for 
everyone to select their own health goals to achieve. Join 
with your family, and we can combat diabetes, high blood 
pressure, and other health issues together,” said Vice Presi-
dent Lizer. 

The virtual “Running for a Stronger and Healthier Na-

vajo Nation” is coordinated by the Navajo Nation Special 
Diabetes Program. For more information, visit: https://www.
nnsdp.org.

to close due to deficiencies with the structure of the facil-
ity. The new center will provide meeting rooms and space to 
provide services for local elders.

“Not only does this project symbolize hope, but it exem-
plifies the resiliency of our Navajo people. During a world-
wide pandemic and public health emergency, we have local 
leaders who continue to move our communities forward and 
to inspire hope for our future generations. Thank you to the 
24th Navajo Nation Council for their support and approval 
of the funds as well,” added President Nez.

The funding for the project is separate from the Nava-
jo Nation’s CARES Act funds. On July 31, the 24th Navajo 
Nation Council approved a CARES Act expenditure plan, 
which will be considered by President Nez and Vice Pres-
ident Lizer once the resolution is finalized/certified by the 
Legislative Branch and delivered to the Office of the Presi-
dent and Vice President.

continued from page 1

NEZ-LIZER SIGN PROCLAMATION TO RECOGNIZE THE 
10TH ANNUAL “RUNNING FOR A STRONGER AND 
HEALTHIER NAVAJO NATION”
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WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer honored and 

paid tribute to all Navajo Code Talkers during a live Navajo Code Talker Day virtual tribute 
event on Friday, which was hosted by Miss Navajo Nation Shaandiin Parrish and featured 
special messages from President Nez, Vice President Lizer, Second Lady Dottie Lizer, the 
U.S. Marine Corps, and Shelby Vandever on behalf  of U.S. Sen. Tom Udall (D-N.M.).

Due to COVID-19 risks, the annual in-person event was replaced with the online tribute 
for the safety of the public. President Nez and Vice President Lizer delivered heartfelt mes-
sages of appreciation to the Navajo Code Talkers and their families. 

“We pay tribute to all of the Navajo Code Talkers for their courageous service in World 
War II. At the time of their enlistment, they were very young men, but they answered the call 
of duty and unknowingly built a legacy for the Navajo people that is recognized throughout 
the world. By using our Navajo language to help win the war and protect the freedom that we 
have today, they set an example for us all. Although many have gone on to their final resting 
place, their actions and everything they stood for have lasting impacts on us all. Today, we are 
blessed to have four Navajo Code Talkers remaining with us including Samuel F. Sandoval, 
Thomas H. Begay, John Kinsel Sr., and former Chairman of the Navajo Nation Peter Mac-
Donald, Sr.,” said President Nez. 

During World War II, the Navajo Code Talkers answered the call to defend the United 
States of America using the impenetrable code based on the Navajo language that is widely 

acknowledged as a deciding factor in the war effort. On July 28, 1982, former U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan designated August 14 as “National Navajo Code Talkers Day.” President 
Reagan’s proclamation recognized the Navajo Code Talkers decades after their brave service 
in World War II. 

“The Navajo Code Talkers define and exemplify the resiliency of our ancestors. Today, 
we have the opportunity to carry on their legacy to honor them by setting examples for our 
young people. We thank each of them, their families, and many others who have supported 
our warriors throughout the years. As we honor and celebrate our Navajo Code Talkers, 
please remember that the strength and resilience of our Navajo people is alive and within us 
to this day. Please also take this time to say a prayer for all of our Navajo Code Talkers, their 
families, and all of our veterans who have served our country,” stated Vice President Lizer.

Actor Mark Ruffalo, who was part of the 2002 film “Windtalkers” about the Navajo 
Code Talkers and a supporter and advocate for the “Protect the Sacred” organization, was 
also a special guest during the online tribute event and offered his words of appreciation for 
the Navajo Code Talkers and the Navajo people.  

The Navajo Nation Office of the President and Vice President thanks Miss Navajo Nation 
Shaandiin Parrish, Fort Defiance Veterans Organization Princess Aysha Tsosie for singing 
the National Anthem, and many others for contributing to the event. 

SIOUX FALLS, SD –
Sturgis is on. The message has been broadcast across 

social media as South Dakota, which has seen an uptick in 
coronavirus infections in recent weeks, braces to host hun-
dreds of thousands of bikers for the 80th edition of the Stur-
gis Motorcycle Rally.

More than 250,000 people are expected to rumble through 
western South Dakota, seeking the freedom of cruising the 
boundless landscapes in a state that has skipped lockdowns. 
The Aug. 7 to 16 event, which could be the biggest anywhere 
so far during the pandemic, will offer businesses that depend 
on the rally a chance to make up for losses caused by the 
coronavirus. But for many in Sturgis, a city of about 7,000, 
the brimming bars and bacchanalia will not be welcome 
during a pandemic.

Though only about half  the usual number of people are 
expected at this year’s event, residents were split as the city 
weighed its options. Many worried that the rally would cause 
an unmanageable outbreak of COVID-19.

”This is a huge, foolish mistake to make to host the rally 
this year,” Sturgis resident Lynelle Chapman told city coun-
selors at a June meeting. “The government of Sturgis needs 
to care most for its citizens.”

In a survey of residents conducted by the city, more than 

60% said the rally should be postponed. But businesses pres-
sured the City Council to proceed.

Rallygoers have spent about $800 million in past years, 
according to the state Department of Tourism. Though the 
rally has an ignominious history of biker gangs and lawless-
ness, bikers of a different sort have shown up in recent years 
— affluent professionals who ride for recreation and come 
flush with cash. Though the rally still features libertine dis-
plays, it also offers charity events and tributes to the military 
and veterans.

The attorney for a tourism souvenir wholesaler in Rapid 
City wrote to the City Council reminding that a judge found 
the city does not solely own rights to the rally and threat-
ening to sue if  the city tried to postpone it. Meanwhile, the 
Buffalo Chip, which is the largest campground and concert 
venue that lies outside the bounds of the city, made clear that 
it would hold some version of the rally.

Rod Woodruff, who operates the Buffalo Chip, said he 
felt he had little choice but to proceed with the rally. He em-
ploys hundreds of people in August and a smaller full-time 
staff.

“We spend money for 355 days of the year without any 
return on it, hoping people show up for nine days,” he said. 
“We’re a nine-day business.”

Woodruff felt he could pull off  a safe event, allowing peo-
ple to keep their distance from one another at the outdoor 
concerts at his campground. He said he was emboldened by 
the July 3 fireworks celebration at Mount Rushmore, where 
7,500 people gathered without any reported outbreaks after 
the event, according to health officials.

In the end, Sturgis officials realized the rally would hap-
pen whether they wanted it or not. They decided to try to 
scale it back, canceling city-hosted events and slashing ad-
vertising for the rally.

Jerry Cole, who directs the rally for the city, said orga-
nizers are not sure how many people will show up, but that 
they’re expecting at least 250,000. Travel restrictions from 
Canada and other countries have cut out a sizeable portion 
of potential visitors, he said.

Others think the rally could be the biggest yet.
“It’s the biggest single event that’s going on in the Unit-

ed States that didn’t get canceled,” Woodruff said. “A lot of 
people think it’s going to be bigger than ever.”

When the rally is over, every year the city weighs all the 
trash generated to estimate how many people showed up. 
This year, they will also conduct mass coronavirus testing to 
see if  all those people brought the pandemic to Sturgis.

NAVAJO NATION HONORS DINÉ WARRIORS 
ON NAVAJO CODE TALKER DAY 

ANNUAL STURGIS RALLY EXPECTING 250K, STIRRING VIRUS CONCERNS
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Photos of billboard were up on Facebook as the U.S. Presidential election heats up. Voters from the largest Native American tribe are heavily democratic, but some are Trump supporters. 

NAVAJO DEMOCRATS VS 
NAVAJO REPUBLICANS 
THE WAR OF THE BILLBOARDS GOES UP
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DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK, CA (AP)  –
An automated measuring system in California’s Death 

Valley reported a temperature of 130 degrees (54.4 degrees 
Celsius) amid a blistering heat wave on Sunday, a reading 
that would be among the highest ever recorded globally if  it 
is confirmed.

The temperature was recorded at 3:41 p.m. at Furnace 
Creek near the park’s visitor center, the National Weather 
Service said in a statement that described the measurement 
as preliminary and not yet official.

“If  verified, this will be the hottest temperature officially 

verified since July of 1913, also at Death Valley. As this is 
an extreme temperature event, the recorded temperature will 
need to undergo a formal review,” the statement said.

The location holds the world record for highest tempera-
ture ever recorded — 134 degrees (56.67 Celsius) — set on 
July 10, 1913. That record, however, remains in dispute.

The World Meteorological Organization said in a tweet 
that it also will work to verify Sunday’s measurement. “This 
would be the hottest global temperature officially recorded 
since 1931,” it said.

That temperature was 131 degrees (55 Celsius) recorded 

in Kebili, Tunisia, on July 7, 1931, and it also is disputed. 
Death Valley, an austere landscape in the desert of south-
eastern California, includes Badwater Basin, which at 282 
feet (85.9 meters) below sea level is the lowest point in North 
America.

Summer heat is so routinely extreme that tourists are 
warned to drink at least a gallon (4 liters) of water each day, 
carry additional water in their cars, stay close to their vehi-
cles and watch themselves and others for dizziness, nausea 
and other symptoms of potentially deadly heat illness.

METEOROLOGISTS SEEK TO CONFIRM 130-DEGREE 
DEATH VALLEY TEMP, BELIEVED TO BE HIGHEST ON 
EARTH IN OVER A CENTURY
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Expect to pay $5 per gallon for gasoline and 
$8.00 for a gallon of milk. 

As Americans across the Navajo Nation and 
the United States recover from an economic pitfall 
from the coronavirus the next wave will hit your 
wallets. 

“Food prices are rising not because we don’t 
have enough food, but mainly due to the fact that 
the agri-food supply chain is currently unable 
to deliver when and where food is needed due to 
the shortage of labor, particularly at farm level,” 

Sanjib Bhuyan, an associate professor at Rutgers 
University’s Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Resource Economics, told TODAY.

As this happens, many families are still strug-
gling trying to get back on their feet from losing 
job or trying to find a job. Millions of Americans 
have or get food stamps and are on unemployment. 

In April, the price of groceries rose 2.6%, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, resulting 
in the biggest one-month increase in grocery prices 
since 1974, reported Today. 

FOOD PRICES ARE INCREASING EVERYWHERE 
A SHEEPHERDER’S PERSPECTIVE 

On the Navajo Nation, families that raise sheep said they plan to 
increase their flock should they see more prices being raised on heir 
groceries will simply reply on their flock for food, “Yes, my ances-
tors did for a log time, before the white mans grocery stores, we 
grew our own food and ate organic meat,” said Larry Nez, who re-
sides deep on the Navajo reservation. “That’s why I take care of my 
herd, because one day they’ll provide for me and my family.” 

STATE LEDA INVESTMENTS BOOST RURAL COMMUNITIES
LONG-TIME VACANT BUILDINGS NOW VIABLE
SANTA FE, NM  –

The New Mexico Economic Development Department 
has worked quickly in the past year to help rural commu-
nities across the state bring new life to some vacant proper-
ties through a series of Local Economic Development Act 
(LEDA) fund investments.

Alamogordo and Otero County were among the first lo-
cal governments to pass a LEDA ordinance and the commu-
nity has invested wisely over the years. Medlin Ramps, based 
in California, chose Alamogordo for its third U.S. location. 
The company is a leading manufacturer of ramps and mate-
rial handling equipment.

“We are delighted when companies like Medlin and oth-
ers choose to locate in our rural communities, reviving vacant 
properties and providing jobs and educational opportunities 
outside the metro corridor,” Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham 
said. “These investments help New Mexicans thrive in the 
communities they know and love.”

Medlin purchased a vacant Walmart store and 25 acres 
at the intersection of Highways 54 and 70. In addition to 
creating 45 jobs, Medlin will create a welding apprenticeship 
program at New Mexico State University. A state LEDA in-
vestment of $250,000 will support the building renovation, 
and the City of Alamogordo is investing $2.5 million in the 
expansion.

“This is great news for Alamogordo. It provides an exam-
ple of what is possible when businesses know they’re welcome 
in rural New Mexico. In a competitive market, programs 
such as LEDA at the local and state level, show commitment 
to economic development and delivers the message that we 
are open for business,” Laurie Anderson, Interim Executive 

Director, Otero County Economic Development Council, 
Inc., said.

More than half  our 50 states have some kind of deal clos-
ing fund. While these funds might be prevalent, often states 
do not make those investments in smaller communities, like 
Cimarron, Lovington, and Las Vegas.

“Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham and the EDD are com-
mitted to rural New Mexico and proud to be different. We 
know a small investment in these communities can have big 
outcomes for creating more opportunities and jobs so New 
Mexicans can work close to home,” Economic Development 
Cabinet Secretary Alicia J. Keyes said.

In another case of a company re-purposing a vacant 
building, Big Dog Industries purchased an old cheese fac-
tory in Lovington for its hemp operation. The building had 
been empty for over a decade. The fact that another econom-
ic base business took over the location will have a huge im-
pact in the community in terms of bringing in new dollars. 
The state invested $750,000 in this project, which will create 
125 new jobs, and the city invested $250,000.

“The Big Dog Industries project is a perfect example of 
why LEDA exists. This project provides a blueprint for local 
government of communities the size of Lovington, who have 
enacted LEDA, to follow, so that their projects are a suc-
cess,” City of Lovington Manager James R. Williams said. 
“To bring a manufacturing project of this size to a commu-
nity like ours is a substantial game changer and proves that 
local LEDA investments work. The partnerships between 
private, local, and state government is how we can grow our 
job base, diversify our economy, and invest in the future of 
Lovington and the State of New Mexico.”

The Meston family has been in cattle ranching and show-
ing since the 1930’s. They own the Fifteen Mile Ranch in 
Bennett, Colorado. High Plains Processing LLC is an expan-
sion of their long history in the business. The company will 
invest $1.6 million in a vacant building in Las Vegas, and for 
modern equipment to process meat from local ranches.  The 
state has pledged $100,000 in LEDA funds for the creation 
of 20 jobs.

“We are delighted that High Plains Processing will soon 
open in Las Vegas, N.M., and look forward to working with 
them and our historic ranching community to provide local 
high quality meats at our restaurants in the Castañeda, Plaza 
and Legal Tender,” Allan Affeldt, Owner of Castañeda & 
Plaza Hotels said.

Lance Forest Products is yet another value-added agri-
cultural business that chose rural New Mexico. This fam-
ily-owned company is moving a sawmill from northern 
California to Cimarron in an effort to revitalize the forest 
industry in the northeast quadrant of the state. Once the op-
eration is underway it plans to hire 40 employees with an 
equal number under contract to cut the trees and deliver the 
timber. The state will invest $350,000 in the project.

“The Cimarron, Lance Forest Sawmill Project, is a per-
fect fit for the Northeast mountains. It is an historic use of 
our natural resources, creating employment and improving 
forest health for New Mexicans,” Tim O’Neill of O’Neill 
Land, LLC said.

Since EDD began tracking LEDA funds in FY14, nearly 
$40 million has been invested in rural communities, generat-
ing over $1 billion in new private investment and supporting 
the creation of 4,270 jobs.
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