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ALBUQUERQUE, NM  –
Attorney General Hector Balderas on Tuesday called for 

police reforms amid the latest round of protests in New Mex-
ico and elsewhere over excessive force.

Balderas said state lawmakers should create uniform use 
of force policies that would be codified within state law to 
require body cameras and ban chokeholds, among other 
things.

“Increased transparency and accountability protects the 
community, as well as law enforcement,” Balderas said in a 
statement.

As chairman of the state Law Enforcement Academy 
Board, Balderas in 2016 called on a committee of experts to 
review how each of New Mexico’s municipal and county law 

enforcement agencies investigates the use of deadly force by 
their own officers. At the time, the Santa Fe New Mexican 
reported that the move seemed to offer the prospect of estab-
lishing a statewide standard for handling shootings by police.

A report with recommendations was drafted in 2017 but 
failed to gain traction as many police departments said a 
year later that they hadn’t even received the policy recom-
mendations.

Balderas’ office did not immediately respond when asked 
about the attorney general’s efforts to push for reforms in the 
wake of the report.

Groups such as the American Civil Liberties Union of 
New Mexico welcomed the 2016 review but at the time had 
called on the attorney general to follow through.

Peter Simonson, the executive director of the ACLU of 
New Mexico, said Tuesday he believes it’s time to call for ba-
sic statewide standards for ensuring the proper use of force. 
He said that request should go beyond banning chokeholds 
and involve the creation of what he called a rigorous system 
of accountability.

“If  we truly want to bring down the pattern of excessive 
use of force, we need to ensure that law enforcement agencies 
are properly investigating use of force incidents, identifying 
policy violations and disciplining officers for those viola-
tions,” he said.

continued on page 4

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
On Tuesday, the Navajo Department of Health, in co-

ordination with the Navajo Epidemiology Center and the 
Navajo Area Indian Health Service, reported 40 new cases 
of COVID-19 for the Navajo Nation and eight more deaths. 
The total number of deaths has reached 285 as of Tuesday. 
Preliminary reports from 11 health care facilities indicate 
that approximately 2,872 individuals have recovered from 
COVID-19, with one health care facility report still pending. 

40,600 people have been tested for COVID-19, which rep-
resents 19.7-percent of the Navajo Nation’s residents. The to-
tal number of positive COVID-19 cases for the Navajo Na-
tion has reached 6,150.

Navajo Nation cases by Service Unit:
·       Chinle Service Unit: 1,604
·       Crownpoint Service Unit: 578
·       Ft. Defiance Service Unit: 348

·       Gallup Service Unit: 1,039
·       Kayenta Service Unit: 922
·       Shiprock Service Unit: 1,025
·       Tuba City Service Unit: 499
·       Winslow Service Unit: 127

* Eight residences are not specific enough to place them 
accurately in a Service Unit

continued on page 6
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TO PUT YOU FIRST

WE CHOOSE 

FOR MONTHS, OUR GOAL  has been to provide you with up-to-date information 

on COVID-19 and our response. To provide you with the knowledge that could 

reassure you day-by-day. It has been a diff icult time, but together we have 

worked and sacrificed to make our communities safer.

While the danger has not passed, we are happy to say that we are once again 

looking ahead, instead of simply handling the immediate crisis. As we begin 

re-opening for routine services and elective procedures, we will pledge to 

still keep you informed. When you return to our clinics and campuses for 

regular care, you will no doubt notice many new protocols that are designed 

to keep you and our colleagues safe; from changes in waiting area seating, 

new sanitation practices, to wearing masks during your visit.

Looking forward, you have our commitment that we will continue to safely 

provide the services and care that best meet the needs of the communities we 

serve. Whether by enhancing our procedures and safety protocols, expanding 

services that are in high demand, adapting facilities for changing needs, or by 

opening additional facilities for safer, more convenient care, know that we will 

continually evolve to create the care you need and deserve.  

OUR HOSPITALS HAVE BEEN IN THIS REGION 
FOR MORE THAN 80 YEARS, PROVIDING CARE WHEN IT 
WAS NEEDED MOST. WE ARE PROUD TO BE HERE TODAY, 

ALONGSIDE YOU, HELPING MEET THIS CHALLENGE.

FLO SPYROW, MSN
President and CEO

We have weathered the pandemic to this point, thanks to your cooperation 

and your suppo� . We have had unprecedented communication with so many 

of you, and it has strengthened us as an organization. As we move forward, 

we pledge to maintain that connection and create the future of healthcare 

for this region together.

Thank you for your continued trust in us, and in the care that we off er. 

NAHealth.com
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All Navajo Gaming Enterprises (Casinos) will be open-
ing next month, despite cases of the corona still present on 
the Navajo Nation. 

Arizona, New Mexico are all opening in phases, but com-
munity members are worried opening the casinos is way to 
early with Flu season just around the corner, some remain 
skeptical the virus isn’t done yet. 

“I have a few concerns, do we risk people over profits,” 
said Barbara Emeline. “I don’t think this coronavirus has 
completed its full cycle, the bigger wave of the virus has yet 
to come,” she added. 

According to the CDC, the coronavirus may peak be-
tween December and February. Overall, the United States, 
flu viruses are most common during the fall and winter sea-
sons.

The Navajo Nation has been hit hard by the coronavirus. 
In many cases, the Nation and over all global community 
was not prepared for what was coming and still remains at 
large. 

Economic Impact has been devastating, but opening 
businesses now could jeopardizes the health and safety of 
people with health vulnerabilities that the coronavirus seems 

to take without hesitation. The week and sick have fallen vic-
tim to this lifeless virus. 

“I think its really up to people if  they want to come back 
out into the public,” said George Hunt.”I mean, we cannot 
keep everyone indoors, that’s not even legal.” 

Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez said in a state-
ment that the Navajo Nation will open back up in July. We 
shall see what happens, if  the Navajo Nation see’s more coro-
navirus cases they should remain close until further notice. 

The United States Senate passed a bill Thursday that would settle current and future wa-
ter rights claims by the Navajo Nation in Utah and authorize $210 million in federal funding 
for water infrastructure to provide the Nation with clean drinking water, reported the Daily 
Herald. 

The Navajo Utah Water Rights Settlement Act, sponsored by U.S. Sen. Mitt Romney, 
R-Utah, Sen. Martha McSally, R-Arizona, and Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Arizona, would 
“settle a decades-long negotiation among the Navajo Nation, federal government and the 
State of Utah over water rights for Utah Navajos,” according to a summary of the bill, and 
“demonstrates a commitment to working towards orderly, cost-effective, and fair Indian wa-

ter right settlements in Western states.”
“Passing this bill is an important part of keeping a longstanding promise by the federal 

government to Native American tribal members,” the summary said. “It would significantly 
contribute to the water needs of the Navajo Nation in Utah — half  of its population lacks 
indoor plumbing — and resolve a legal claim in a fiscally responsible way designed to prevent 
millions in additional legal costs.”

The Navajo Nation, which spans across Arizona, New Mexico and southeastern Utah, 
has long lacked access to clean drinking water and water infrastructure.

ALL NAVAJO GAMING ENTERPRISES EXPECTED 
TO OPEN IN JULY, BUT IS IT SAFE?

US SENATE PASSES BILL TO FUND WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
FOR NAVAJO NATION IN UTAH

WINDOW ROCK, NAVAJO NATION  –
Attorney General Doreen N. McPaul announced that the Navajo Nation filed a lawsuit 

today in the District Court of the Navajo Nation, Judicial District of Shiprock, New Mexico, 
against Dineh Benally, Native American Agriculture Company, and Navajo Gold Company. 
The Navajo Nation alleged that these Defendants were illegally growing, producing, manu-
facturing, transporting, licensing, and selling industrial hemp within the exterior boundaries 
of the Navajo Nation.

 The Navajo Nation also alleged that these Defendants were unlawfully issuing Navajo 
land use permits to foreign entities to grow and cultivate industrial hemp on the Navajo 
Nation.

As a part of the lawsuit, the Navajo Nation filed a motion for a temporary restraining 
order and a request for a preliminary injunction in order to ensure that these Defendants 
are prevented from continuing their unlawful operations at the expense of both the Navajo 
people and government. “The Nation has received numerous complaints, tips, and warnings 
about these illegal activities happening on Navajo lands. It is unfortunate that in the middle 
of a global pandemic that has claimed too many of our relatives that the Nation is forced to 
take this action against one of our own, who seeks to enrich himself  in blatant disregard for 
the laws of the Nation,” said Attorney General McPaul.

In 2018, the Navajo Nation Council amended the Navajo Nation Code to broaden the 
definition of marijuana and made clear that industrial hemp was not permitted on the Na-

vajo Nation until the Navajo 
Nation created a regulatory 
system and obtained permits 
for it. Since then, the Council 
has authorized a hemp pilot 
research project between the 
Navajo Agricultural Prod-
ucts Industry (“NAPI”) and 
New Mexico State University 
(“NMSU”) to study the best 
hemp producing plants for cul-
tivation in the Navajo Nation, 
and recently extended this 
project for a year and expanded the area by five acres for the 2020 crop season. However, that 
narrowly-tailored pilot program is exclusive to NAPI and NMSU in compliance with federal 
law. It does not permit Defendants’ activities nor does it otherwise legalized hemp produc-
tion on the Nation’s lands generally.

The Navajo Nation Council and the Office of the President and Vice President have reiter-
ated that growing, cultivating, and marketing industrial hemp is illegal in the Navajo Nation.

NAVAJO NATION FILES LAWSUIT TO STOP ILLEGAL GROWTH, POSSESSION 
AND DISTRIBUTION OF INDUSTRIAL HEMP ON NAVAJO RESERVATION



4 JUNE 5, 2020  •  VOL. 8 NO. 25The Navajo Post

LOOK FOR US BI-WEEKLY

Continued from page 1

Balderas’ office said the previous review by members of 
the Law Enforcement Academy Board was meant to iden-
tify gaps in police department policies and to make recom-
mendations on best practices. The board, which oversees the 
licensing of police officers across the state, does not govern 
department policies.

The Albuquerque Police Department, the largest in the 
state, has been implementing reforms for several years under 
a consent decree with the U.S. Justice Department. Federal 
authorities in 2014 issued a scathing report in response to a 
series of deadly police shootings in the city that pointed to 
patterns of excessive force, constitutional violations and a 

lack of training and oversight of its officers.
Mayor Tim Keller said recently that Albuquerque has 

made strides in overhauling its police department and that 
the work continues.

Albuquerque police have been using cameras for years, 
but the state Law Offices of the Public Defender is calling on 
the Bernalillo County Sheriff ’s Office to mandate cameras 
for its deputies. Sheriff  Manuel Gonzales has long expressed 
opposition but said he was willing to talk with District At-
torney Raúl Torrez .

Balderas’ office also said Tuesday it was investigating an 
alleged use of force incident involving Gallup police last year 

that resulted in the death of 41-year-old Rodney Lynch.
In that case, officers were dispatched to a department 

store on June 28, 2019, to remove an intoxicated man, who 
was later identified as Lynch. Police say Lynch was combat-
ive with the officers on scene and was taken into custody and 
transported to an alcohol treatment center.

When they arrived at the facility, police say Lynch struck 
one of the officers and again became combative. As officers 
tried to gain control of Lynch, a sergeant noticed that Lynch 
appeared unconscious. He was transported to a Gallup-area 
hospital and then to an Albuquerque hospital where he later 
died.

NEW MEXICO AG CALLS FOR UNIFORM USE OF FORCE POLICIES

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
On Monday, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez, 

Vice President Myron Lizer, and Miss Navajo Nation Shaan-
diin Parrish paid tribute to fallen warriors with the laying of 
a wreath at the memorial wall at Veterans Memorial Park 
in Window Rock, which lists the names of Navajo men and 
women who gave the ultimate sacrifice serving in the Armed 
Forces and those who are still missing in action. Flags were 
lowered to half-staff  at Veterans Memorial Park in honor of 
the many who gave their lives in service to our country. 

“Today, we pay special tribute in honor of all the warriors 
who fought for this country and gave their lives for every-
thing that we have including our land, our language, and our 
sovereign ability to determine our own future. To this day, we 
have many of our sons and daughters who continue to serve 
and protect our country and they are always in our prayers 
as well, along with the Gold Star and Blue Star families. No 
words can express our appreciation for the unimaginable sac-
rifices they and their families have made,” said President Nez, 
who was joined by First Lady Phefelia Nez. 

Following the wreath laying ceremony, President Nez and 

Vice President Lizer led a food, water, and supply distribu-
tion for Navajo veterans. The event was later opened to the 
general public once all veterans had received the items. Over-
all, the Nez-Lizer Administration distributed food, bottled 
water, and other supplies to 580 Navajo families on Monday. 

Vice President Lizer was joined by Second Lady Dottie 
Lizer, as he spoke about the importance of remembering and 
commemorating the sacrifices that past and previous war-
riors offered for our country and to preserve our freedom.

“We thank the Creator for blessing our Nation with so 
many great warriors and for giving us our sacred language 
that helped us in times of conflict. Our Diné men and women 
have given so much to this country of ours and they deserve 
the utmost respect and honor. Their families and loved ones 
are always in our prayers,” Vice President Lizer stated. 

Former Vice President Rex Lee Jim provided the opening 
prayer and Navajo Veterans Administration Executive Di-
rector James D. Zwierlein served as the master of ceremony. 
To view highlights of the Memorial Day events, please vis-
it the Office of the President and Vice President’s YouTube 
Channel at: https://youtu.be/UKwRjlhImUY

NAVAJO NATION HONORS FALLEN WARRIORS 
WITH WREATH LAYING CEREMONY

GET NOTICED!
CALL OR TEXT FOR A FREE QUOTE 

480.282.3070

MASK GUIDANCE FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, masks are re-

quired of adults in public settings and recommended for 
children three and older, with exceptions for eating, drink-
ing, exercising and medical requirements. The general prin-
ciple is that masks are used to limit potential harm to others 
by helping reduce their risk of infection (and they may have 
a secondary benefit to the wearer as well).

Until there is a vaccine, masks, hand washing, and phys-
ical distancing are key practices that will help prevent the 
spread of the virus. Masks are not a substitute for physical 
distancing, which is still the most effective practice to prevent 
infection and should be employed as much as feasible, but 
physical distancing can be a challenge with younger children.

There are almost always meaningful exceptions to even 

well thought out rules and we should be especially mindful 
of those for young people. Part of keeping children safe is to 
also safeguard their emotional well-being. Teachers should 
use their professional judgment; if  the emotional harm done 
by wearing a mask outweighs the potential physical benefit, 
a mask should not be worn.

Children with severe cognitive or respiratory impairments 
may have a hard time tolerating a face mask, so special pre-
cautions may be needed with these children. These children 
may need to maintain greater physical distance from others 
or may need special equipment to monitor their oxygen levels 
(e.g. pulse oximeter). Children who are considered high-risk 
or severely immunocompromised are encouraged to wear an 
N95 mask for protection rather than a cloth mask.

Children between the ages of 3 and 5 must be supervised 
if  they are wearing a mask. Providers should use their best 
judgment on when to remove a mask if  it is creating discom-
fort or resulting in a child touching their face frequently. If  
a child cannot remove the mask on their own, without as-
sistance, even if  they are over the age of 3, they should not 
wear a mask.

Children and staff  with fever or respiratory or gastroin-
testinal symptoms like a cough, congestion, runny nose, di-
arrhea, or vomiting should stay home and not attend school. 
Parents/Guardians should contact their primary provider or 
nurse hotline to discuss these symptoms.

STATE LEDA INVESTMENTS BOOST RURAL COMMUNITIES
LONG-TIME VACANT BUILDINGS NOW VIABLE
SANTA FE, NM  –

The New Mexico Economic Development Department 
has worked quickly in the past year to help rural commu-
nities across the state bring new life to some vacant proper-
ties through a series of Local Economic Development Act 
(LEDA) fund investments.

Alamogordo and Otero County were among the first lo-
cal governments to pass a LEDA ordinance and the commu-
nity has invested wisely over the years. Medlin Ramps, based 
in California, chose Alamogordo for its third U.S. location. 
The company is a leading manufacturer of ramps and mate-
rial handling equipment.

“We are delighted when companies like Medlin and oth-
ers choose to locate in our rural communities, reviving vacant 
properties and providing jobs and educational opportunities 
outside the metro corridor,” Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham 
said. “These investments help New Mexicans thrive in the 
communities they know and love.”

Medlin purchased a vacant Walmart store and 25 acres 
at the intersection of Highways 54 and 70. In addition to 
creating 45 jobs, Medlin will create a welding apprenticeship 
program at New Mexico State University. A state LEDA in-
vestment of $250,000 will support the building renovation, 
and the City of Alamogordo is investing $2.5 million in the 
expansion.

“This is great news for Alamogordo. It provides an exam-
ple of what is possible when businesses know they’re welcome 
in rural New Mexico. In a competitive market, programs 
such as LEDA at the local and state level, show commitment 
to economic development and delivers the message that we 
are open for business,” Laurie Anderson, Interim Executive 

Director, Otero County Economic Development Council, 
Inc., said.

More than half  our 50 states have some kind of deal clos-
ing fund. While these funds might be prevalent, often states 
do not make those investments in smaller communities, like 
Cimarron, Lovington, and Las Vegas.

“Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham and the EDD are com-
mitted to rural New Mexico and proud to be different. We 
know a small investment in these communities can have big 
outcomes for creating more opportunities and jobs so New 
Mexicans can work close to home,” Economic Development 
Cabinet Secretary Alicia J. Keyes said.

In another case of a company re-purposing a vacant 
building, Big Dog Industries purchased an old cheese fac-
tory in Lovington for its hemp operation. The building had 
been empty for over a decade. The fact that another econom-
ic base business took over the location will have a huge im-
pact in the community in terms of bringing in new dollars. 
The state invested $750,000 in this project, which will create 
125 new jobs, and the city invested $250,000.

“The Big Dog Industries project is a perfect example of 
why LEDA exists. This project provides a blueprint for local 
government of communities the size of Lovington, who have 
enacted LEDA, to follow, so that their projects are a suc-
cess,” City of Lovington Manager James R. Williams said. 
“To bring a manufacturing project of this size to a commu-
nity like ours is a substantial game changer and proves that 
local LEDA investments work. The partnerships between 
private, local, and state government is how we can grow our 
job base, diversify our economy, and invest in the future of 
Lovington and the State of New Mexico.”

The Meston family has been in cattle ranching and show-
ing since the 1930’s. They own the Fifteen Mile Ranch in 
Bennett, Colorado. High Plains Processing LLC is an expan-
sion of their long history in the business. The company will 
invest $1.6 million in a vacant building in Las Vegas, and for 
modern equipment to process meat from local ranches.  The 
state has pledged $100,000 in LEDA funds for the creation 
of 20 jobs.

“We are delighted that High Plains Processing will soon 
open in Las Vegas, N.M., and look forward to working with 
them and our historic ranching community to provide local 
high quality meats at our restaurants in the Castañeda, Plaza 
and Legal Tender,” Allan Affeldt, Owner of Castañeda & 
Plaza Hotels said.

Lance Forest Products is yet another value-added agri-
cultural business that chose rural New Mexico. This fam-
ily-owned company is moving a sawmill from northern 
California to Cimarron in an effort to revitalize the forest 
industry in the northeast quadrant of the state. Once the op-
eration is underway it plans to hire 40 employees with an 
equal number under contract to cut the trees and deliver the 
timber. The state will invest $350,000 in the project.

“The Cimarron, Lance Forest Sawmill Project, is a per-
fect fit for the Northeast mountains. It is an historic use of 
our natural resources, creating employment and improving 
forest health for New Mexicans,” Tim O’Neill of O’Neill 
Land, LLC said.

Since EDD began tracking LEDA funds in FY14, nearly 
$40 million has been invested in rural communities, generat-
ing over $1 billion in new private investment and supporting 
the creation of 4,270 jobs.
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WINDOWROCK, AZ  –
The Navajo Nation is pleased with Thursday’s announce-

ment of the release of the Native American Rights Fund 
(NARF) report entitled, “Obstacles at Every Turn: Barriers 
to Political Participation Faced by Native Americans,” which 
is a comprehensive outline of the obstacles and barriers that 
Native American people face at every turn in the political 
process.

Native Americans have faced barriers to political partic-
ipation for generations — from registering to vote to getting 
votes counted. The Native American Voting Rights Coa-
lition, of which the Navajo Nation Department of Justice 
is a member, held nine public hearings across the United 
States with 120 witnesses from dozens of tribes. The report 
summarizes the findings from these hearings and comes at a 
time when many states are considering options for the 2020 
elections amid the COVID-19 pandemic, including vote-by-
mail options.  The report identifies the ongoing struggle for 

Native American voter access and participation in state and 
federal elections. 

“The political clout of the Navajo vote will be a strong 
factor in the upcoming elections, yet the current voting 
systems often oppress Navajo turnout. It is important that 
states and local governments work with the Navajo Nation 
to break down these barriers to political participation. The 
more that our Navajo people participate in state and federal 
elections, the more improvements we will see on the Navajo 
Nation,” said Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez.

On April 25, 2018, one public hearing was held in Tuba 
City on the Navajo Nation and included the testimony of 
several citizens of the Navajo Nation including James Ada-
kai who serves as the President of Oljato Chapter; Moroni 
Benally, co-founder of Utah League of Native American 
Voters; Angelo Baca of Aneth, Utah; Darrell Marks, com-
munity organizer; Brian Chambers Curley with the Navajo 
Nation Department of Justice; and Shirlee Smith commu-

nity member. This was the only public hearing held on any 
tribal lands. 

“We greatly appreciate the testimonies offered by our 
Navajo citizens,” stated Vice President Myron Lizer. “They 
were able to bring light to the struggle of many Navajo peo-
ple. Without their testimony this report would not carry the 
same weight.”

“I am pleased that the Navajo Nation Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) was able to play a part in this report” said Navajo 
Nation Attorney General Doreen McPaul. “Our attorneys 
successfully advocated for the public hearing to be held on 
the Navajo Nation, so that the voices of our citizens could be 
heard. The Navajo DOJ takes the voting rights of the Navajo 
people very seriously, and closely monitors state and local 
community compliance with federal and state laws.”

A copy of the report can be found at: https://vote.narf.
org/obstacles-at-every-turn/.

WINDOW ROCK, NM  –
Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez and Vice President Myron Lizer announced that 

the Office of the President and Vice President, Office of the First Lady and Second Lady, and 
the Office of Miss Navajo Nation will host a virtual commencement ceremony on Saturday, 
June 6 at 7:00 p.m. (MDT) to honor and congratulate all Navajo graduates on and off  of the 
Navajo Nation. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many graduation ceremonies were either postponed, 
canceled, or held online or on the radio for the safety of students and their families. The 
online commencement ceremony will be available on the Nez-Lizer Facebook page and the 
Office of the President and Vice President’s YouTube channel.

“The COVID-19 pandemic created challenging circumstances for all of us, especially for 
students, teachers, and parents. This is our small way of recognizing our Diné students for 

their hard work to reach their next level of education. We also thank all of the parents, 
grandparents, teachers, and others who supported and guided the graduates. We welcome 
everyone to tune-in to this special event online,” said President Nez.

This is the first time that an online commencement ceremony has been hosted by the Na-
vajo Nation, which will feature special recognitions and special messages for the graduates.

“We have so many graduates from the Head Start level, elementary, high school, univer-
sity, and beyond. As the leaders of the Navajo Nation, we are very proud of you and we wish 
you all continued success and many blessings in life,” stated Vice President Lizer.

The virtual commencement ceremony will stream on the Nez-Lizer Facebook page and 
the Office of the President and Vice President’s YouTube channel on Saturday, June 6 at 7:00 
p.m. (MDT). The Nez-Lizer Administration invites everyone to tune-in.

NAVAJO NATION PLAYS VITAL ROLE IN NEW 
NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS FUND REPORT

NEZ-LIZER TO HOST VIRTUAL COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

Live Independently 
in friendly, cheerful surroundings

210 STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
 • Basic Cable & Utilities included
 • Small pet welcome
 • Laundry facilities on each floor
 • Delicious & Nutritious Meals in a fine dining setting available
 • Safe & Secure
  3 Off- duty Police Security Patrol
  3 24 hr. emergency call system
  3 Automatic fire alarm & sprinkler system

HUD SUBSIDISED HOUSING
rents based on income
average $100 - $500

 • Numerous Social/Recreational Options
  3 On site media center & theatre
  3 Bingo, Cards, Crafts
  3 Exercise & Tai Chai
  3 Discussion Groups & Book Clubs
  3 Kivel bus for shopping & outings

for more information or to schedule a tour, 

please call 602.443.8039

KIVEL MANOR  •  3040 N. 36TH ST.
PHOENIX

(Conveniently located 1 block north of Thomas)

HAVE A CAMPER AND 
CLASS “A” CDL?

YOU’RE HALFWAY THERE!

LOOKING FOR DRIVERS WITH 
CLASS “A” CDL TO HAUL HIGHWAY 
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS. MUST 

BE WILLING TO TRAVEL THROUGHOUT 
ARIZONA. STARTING RATE IS $19/HR 

+$30/DAY TRAVEL ALLOWANCE.

CALL CAITLIN AT (928) 476-3554
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Being a Police officer requires daily training. Many 
officers in the United States only receive Academy 
training when they first start on the force. After that, 
they are put into patrol units and respond to calls dai-
ly. It becomes routine. Writing reports. Making arrest. 
Calling for back up. 

Before I became publisher of the Navajo Post news-
paper, I retired from law enforcement. I did both Jail 
and Corrections. Although, I wasn’t a certified police 
officer, we did the same thing. They dealt with the com-
munity, we dealt with inmates. 

In my opinion, the use of force policy needs to be 
revised and updated. Every police department across 
the the United States will have to revise these policies. 
In law enforcement, there’s a guideline, a threshold of 
when you break the rules and in some cases violating 
someone civil rights. 

Just read all the stories about officers who have been 
with the force for 19 years, 10 years 20 years killing the 

detainee while making the arrest. They been on the 
force too long, superior to their department – therefore, 
training is need and in many cases never implemented. 

I believe officers should only work patrol for up to 10 
years. After 10 years, put them behind a desk or make 
them a detective. Something. Let them train new offi-
cers. Task them out of Patrol. 

Police Officers who are poorly trained can bring 
down an entire credible respectable police department. 
Entire force can be met with community outraged, one 
simple mistake done by one officer.  

Police officers have been cast with this one word- 
racist or what they call a bad street cop. But I guarantee 
there are many officers who are professional, courteous, 
and respect their fellow men and women in their com-
munity. 

I can agree, there are some racist cops, like every oth-
er citizen in this country who all believe and think dif-
ferently about the subject of race and inequality. 

At the 73rd World Health Assembly, public health 
officials from dozens of countries gathered virtually to 
discuss strategies to defeat COVID-19.

One strategy worth pursuing? Tearing down trade 
barriers.

Every country needs access to medical supplies as 
cheaply as possible. But many governments raise the 
price of these supplies by levying needless tariffs on 
medicines, personal protective equipment, and vac-
cines. Ecuador, for instance, imposes a 55 percent levy 
on personal protective equipment. And India charges a 
10% tax on imported vaccines. 

It’d be wise for all public health authorities to push 
their respective countries towards permanently tar-
iff-free trade, perhaps through a legally binding com-
mitment administered by the World Trade Organiza-
tion.

Export bans on COVID-related medical supplies 
are particularly problematic. By late April, 80 countries 
and separate customs territories had instituted export 
curbs to preserve supplies for their populations. 

While they may secure short-term access to supplies, 
export bans are extremely harmful. Medicines and 
medical supplies have global supply chains; export bans 
cause significant disruption. 

Ventilators, for example, have over 700 separate 
components, sourced from various countries. Medi-
cines also rely on globally distributed manufacturing 
supply chains, particularly for active pharmaceutical 
ingredients.

Breaking these chains could result in global short-
ages. We are already seeing shortfalls occurring in the 
global supply of medicines unrelated to COVID, such 
as paracetamol and antibiotics.

There is another way. Singapore and six other 
Asia-Pacific countries provide a model through their 
joint commitment to open supply chains, recognising 
that export bans do more harm than good. Thirty glob-
al think tanks recently issued a declaration urging other 
countries to similarly preserve global supply chains. 

COVID-19 is a newly identified disease; innovation 
will be crucial to a long-term solution. And not just in 
the invention of new therapeutics and vaccines, but also 

in their mass manufacture and rapid distribution glob-
ally. 

The private sector, often in partnership with univer-
sities and government research institutes, has responded 
rapidly. More than 140 experimental coronavirus treat-
ments and vaccines are under development worldwide, 
including 11 in clinical trials. 

Governments can help in two ways.
First, they need to avoid blocking the cross-border 

flow of epidemiological and clinical data essential to 
research and development efforts for COVID-19. The 
bigger and more varied data sets, the more effective and 
rapid these efforts will be. 

Second, governments should not rush to pre-emp-
tively remove intellectual property rights for any new 
COVID-19 treatments or vaccines that emerge in the 
coming months.

The World Health Organization discussed a reso-
lution in May which backs the rights of countries to 
ignore patents in order to gain access to these yet to be 
invented drugs.  

This is totally misdirected. The real problem is the 
current paucity of IP for COVID-related medicines. 
The world needs more companies to join the quest for 
new treatments and vaccines, but such policies send a 
strong signal to stay away. 

A potential problem with manufacturing and distri-
bution looms too. If  governments do co-opt the IP of 
any successful treatment or vaccine, they face the logis-
tical nightmare of coordinating the manufacture and 
global distribution of billions of doses. 

Cooperation with rights holders, not confiscation, is 
surely the most sensible strategy.

In the end, solutions to the COVID-19 crisis will 
come from keeping goods moving freely around the 
world, and the innovation coming out of numerous labs 
globally. It’s imperative that government help doesn’t 
become a serious hindrance. 

Philip Stevens is founder and executive director of 
Geneva Network, a public policy research and advocacy 
organization focusing on innovation, trade, and develop-
ment issues.

On Monday, the Nez-Lizer team distributed food, 
bottled water, diapers, pet food, protective face masks, 
and other supplies to 765 Navajo families in the com-
munities of Crownpoint, Thoreau, and Rock Springs 
in New Mexico. The administration has now delivered 
essential items to over 15,000 families in total. 

“In terms of new cases, 40 is relatively low compared 
to the high numbers we have seen previously. This is a 
good indication, but we have to stay diligent when it 
comes to staying home, complying with the daily cur-
few, wearing our masks, and other precautions. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the eight families that 
recently lost loved ones and all of those who continue 
to grieve. Let’s honor their memory by staying home, 
holding each other accountable, and thinking of others 

when we have to go into public,” said Navajo Nation 
President Jonathan Nez.

“We pray for all of the families that have lost their 
loved ones. Although we are seeing good signs with to-
day’s number of new cases, please remember all of the 
people who are missing their parents, grandparents, sib-
lings, and others due to COVID-19. We are being care-
fully optimistic as we move forward,” said Vice Presi-
dent Myron Lizer.

For more information, including reports, helpful 
prevention tips, and more resources, please visit the 
Navajo Department of Health’s COVID-19 website at 
http://www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.gov/COVID-19. To con-
tact the primary Navajo Health Command Operations 
Center, please call (928) 871-7014.

– EDITORIAL –
POLICE AREN’T RACIST, THEY JUST 
AREN’T PROPERLY TRAINED

– OPINION –
EMBRACE FREE TRADE 
TO DEFEAT COVID-19

2,872 RECOVERIES, 40 NEW CASES, AND EIGHT 
MORE DEATHS RELATED TO COVID-19 REPORTED AS 
765 FAMILIES RECEIVE FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES

ALEXANDER CHAMBERS, Navajo Post

PHILIP STEVENS, Geneva Network

Continued from page 1
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SAVE LIVES. 
EDUCATE THE FUTURE.

• Pre Nursing Program Instructor
Long-term experience required

• Registered Nursing Program Instructor
MSN, over one year clinical experience required

For more information visit 
www.navajotech.edu and search under “Careers,” 

or contact us at 505-786-4109.
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Help Navajo Technical University educate the next generation of caregivers and ensure a 
healthy future for the Navajo Nation. NTU is currently seeking instructors for our Associate 
of Applied Science degree in Registered Nursing and a certificate in Pre Nursing.

WINDOW ROCK, AZ  –
On Monday, Christian Evangelist Franklin Graham visited the Navajo Nation to offer 

his support for COVID-19 response efforts for the Navajo people as he joined Navajo Na-
tion President Jonathan Nez, Vice President Myron Lizer, and Second Lady Dottie Lizer 
during a food, water, and supply distribution in the capital of the Navajo Nation on Me-
morial Day. 

During the visit, Vice President Lizer held a meeting with Graham and officials with the 
Billy Graham Evangelist Association & Samaritan’s Purse. Graham focused on the orga-
nization’s offer to establish a field hospital on the Navajo Nation, within a community in 
great need of the resource. In the Philippines and Cambodia, Samaritan’s Purse provided 
hygiene kits, hand washing soap, and coronavirus prevention education to the citizens of the 
two countries. Samaritan’s Purse teams, including doctors, nurses, and other medical per-
sonnel, worked on the frontlines in two of the most impacted areas in the world, according 
to Graham. 

“Vice President Lizer and I had a great opportunity speak one-on-one with Franklin 
Graham to talk about possible partnerships to help fight COVID-19 on the Navajo Nation. 
We are thankful to him for reaching out to the Navajo Nation and for taking the initiative 
to visit with us and to gain a firsthand perspective for himself  and his organization. We will 
continue discussions with Mr. Graham to determine how we can best work together for the 
benefit of the Navajo people,” said President Nez. 

“We’re blessed to host Franklin Graham and Samaritan’s Purse within our homelands 
on the Navajo Nation,” stated Vice President Lizer. “The Nez-Lizer Administration will 
continue to collaborate with other non-profit organizations that will strengthen our fight 
against COVID-19 on the Navajo Nation. We are Diné strong, and we become stronger 
when entities lend a hand-up to Navajo,” added Vice President Lizer. “Prayerfully, we can 
defeat this virus by staying home, following hygiene protocols, and having the faith that 
there will no longer be positive cases within our Navajo communities.

If  the Navajo Nation partners with Samaritan’s Purse to establish a field hospital on 
the Navajo Nation, it will benefit many COVID-19 patients by allowing them to be treated 
closer to home rather than sending them to hospitals off  of the Navajo Nation. With the 
additional hospital space and more doctors and nurses provided by Samaritan’s Purse, the 
Navajo Nation would be positioned to strengthen its ability to slow and stop the spread of 
COVID-19.

The Office of the President and Vice President offer their prayers and gratitude to Frank-
lin Graham and the Samaritan’s Purse team for the visit to the Navajo Nation and looks 
forward to more discussions to build partnerships that benefit the Navajo people. 

FRANKLIN GRAHAM 
VISITS THE NAVAJO 
NATION 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR COVID SAFE 
PRACTICES FOR SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS
What are the symptoms of COVID-19 in children?
A. They are similar to adult symptoms (fever, cough, runny nose, shortness of breath, muscle 
aches, fatigue, headache, vomiting, diarrhea, loss of taste or smell). Children are more likely 
to have abdominal symptoms such as vomiting or diarrhea, and somewhat less likely to have 
cough and shortness of breath. Infants may show have difficulty feeding or behave irritably.

Does NM have more COVID-positive children than other states?
A. NM ranks second among states in percent of positive cases that are under 20 years of 
age. In New Mexico, 12% of positive cases have been children and adolescents; the national 
average is 3%. However, this does not necessarily mean that New Mexico has more positive 
cases in children than other states; we may just be identifying more of our younger cases. 
Why? Because while some states have focused on testing mainly hospitalized or elderly pa-
tients, New Mexico has done broad-based testing and also prioritized contact tracing, which 
can help identify children and other household members of positive cases.

Are kids in NM getting sicker with COVID-19 compared to other states?
A. No. Most children have had mild symptoms and very few have been hospitalized. In 
general, children seem to be less severely affected by COVID-19 than adults, and this is true 
in New Mexico as well.

Which children are at highest risk from COVID-19?
A. Like adults, children with pre-existing conditions are at higher risk of COVID-relat-
ed complications. This includes conditions like immune-suppression, diabetes, obesity, or 
chronic heart or lung disease (but not mild asthma).

How can children get tested?
A. Children can get tested wherever adults are tested, including at public health offices 
around the state or at local testing events. Hospitals that treat children can test symptomatic 
children as well. The Department of Health COVID website https://cv.nmhealth.org/ has 
information about testing events in your area. If  your child tests positive you will receive a 
call from the Department of Health to discuss what to do in your specific situation.

What is the inflammatory disorder I have been hearing about that affects kids?
A. This disorder – which the CDC refers to as Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 
Children, or MIS-C - is a rare complication that seems to occur 3-4 weeks after the initial 
novel coronavirus infection. There have been over 200 cases identified in Europe and the 
U.S., mostly in New York. MIS-C is thought to be an inflammatory response that can affect 
various organs, including the heart. Children suspected of having MIS-C should be evaluat-
ed without delay and often need ICU support.

What are the symptoms of MIS-C?

A. Symptoms are variable but may include prolonged fever, skin rash, conjunctivitis, abdom-
inal pain, vomiting and/or diarrhea, an enlarged lymph node in the neck, and extreme fatigue 
or weakness. If  my child is sick should I contact my Primary Care
Provider (PCP) or take them in to be seen? If  you child is sick please call your PCP and they 
will help you determine whether the problem should be handled over the phone, with a tele-
health visit, or in person.

Is it safe to take my child to the doctor for a well check or should we stay home?
A. Pediatric and family physician offices are open and do want to see children, especially 
those under five who need immunizations and those children who have chronic medical con-
ditions. Offices are using COVID-safe practices, including separating sick and well children. 
It is very important to maintain your child’s immunization schedule so that your child does 
not come down with a preventable illness like measles or pertussis. Well checks also provide 
other necessary services such as screening for developmental milestones, as well as counsel-
ing and parental guidance.

Should children wear masks in public places?
A. NM guidance is that children three and over should wear masks in public places as much 
as possible. Masks help prevent spread of COVID-19 by catching droplets from speaking, 
coughing or sneezing so those droplets do not infect others. Children with severe cognitive or 
respiratory impairments may have a hard time tolerating a face mask, so special precautions 
may be needed. Children should remove their masks while eating or drinking.

Important Websites and Phone Numbers
All Together New Mexico – COVID-19 Safe Practices Guidance
New Mexico Department of Health COVID Hotline: 1-855-600-3453 (Available 24/7 in En-
glish and Spanish)
State of New Mexico COVID-19 website: http://www.newmexico.gov
New Mexico Department of Health: http://cv.nmhealth.org/
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 website: https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA): Guidance on Preparing Work-
places for COVID-19
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Cleaning and Disinfection Guidelines: 
Guidelines for Cleaning and Disinfection Community Facilities
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): List N: Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-
CoV-2
Other Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Resources:
1. CDC Print Resources in multiple languages
2. CDC Frequently Asked Questions
List of Suppliers: COVID-19 Emergency Supply Collaborative

GET NOTICED! CALL NOW 480.282.3070
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Expect to pay $5 per gallon for gasoline and 
$8.00 for a gallon of milk. 

As Americans across the Navajo Nation and 
the United States recover from an economic pitfall 
from the coronavirus the next wave will hit your 
wallets. 

“Food prices are rising not because we don’t 
have enough food, but mainly due to the fact that 
the agri-food supply chain is currently unable 
to deliver when and where food is needed due to 
the shortage of labor, particularly at farm level,” 

Sanjib Bhuyan, an associate professor at Rutgers 
University’s Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Resource Economics, told TODAY.

As this happens, many families are still strug-
gling trying to get back on their feet from losing 
job or trying to find a job. Millions of Americans 
have or get food stamps and are on unemployment. 

In April, the price of groceries rose 2.6%, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, resulting 
in the biggest one-month increase in grocery prices 
since 1974, reported Today. 

FOOD PRICES ARE INCREASING EVERYWHERE 
A SHEEPHERDER’S PERSPECTIVE 

On the Navajo Nation, families that raise sheep said they plan to 
increase their flock should they see more prices being raised on heir 
groceries will simply reply on their flock for food, “Yes, my ances-
tors did for a log time, before the white mans grocery stores, we 
grew our own food and ate organic meat,” said Larry Nez, who re-
sides deep on the Navajo reservation. “That’s why I take care of my 
herd, because one day they’ll provide for me and my family.” 

WINDOW ROCK, NM (AP) –
Health officials with the Navajo Nation have reported 125 new cases of coronavirus and 

five new related deaths on the reservation.
The death toll is approaching 300 and reservation-wide cases totaled 6,275 as of Wednes-

day.
Tribal officials also said preliminary reports from 11 health care facilities indicate nearly 

3,000 people have recovered from COVID-19 with more reports pending.
The vast Navajo reservation stretches into northeastern Arizona, northwestern New 

Mexico and southeastern Utah.
Navajo officials are cautioning tribal members about dropping their guard too soon while 

the pandemic remains a serious threat throughout the U.S. In Arizona, health care officials 
are reporting spikes in new cases and hospitals have been told to prepare for the worst.

Navajo President Jonathan Nez said in a statement that the health care system on the 
Navajo Nation can’t afford a second wave of infections, noting it already has been strained 

since the first cases were reported in mid-March.
’We have to continue making good decisions by staying home as much as possible, wear-

ing protective masks in public, washing our hands often, practicing social distancing, and 
all of the good practices that have helped to flatten the curve in our communities,” he said. 
“Now is not the time to start traveling off  the (Navajo) Nation. It only takes a few people to 
travel off  the Nation and spread the virus in our communities once again.”

The Salt River Pima-Maricopa Community reported Thursday the first death of a tribal 
member living on the reservation in metropolitan Phoenix.

“The state of Arizona and businesses have opened, but the virus is still among us,” said 
tribal President Martin Harvier.

For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moderate symptoms such as fever and 
cough that clear up in two to three weeks. But for some — especially older adults and people 
with existing health problems — it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia and 
death.

WINDOW ROCK, NM (AP)  –
Census workers will resume dropping off  questionnaires 

at homes on the Navajo Nation this week.
The tribe’s legislative branch said the work to deliver 

paper packets to more than 70,000 homes begins Thursday. 
The operation that started in mid-March quickly was sus-
pended because of the coronavirus pandemic.

People who receive the packets can fill out the census us-
ing the paper forms, by phone or online.

The U.S. Census Bureau said its staff  has received train-
ing in social distancing and workers have protective equip-
ment to do their jobs. The packets are left at homes in areas 
where most people do not receive mail at a physical address.

Navajo Nation Council Speaker Seth Damon urged trib-

al members to complete the form to ensure an accurate count 
and to list “Navajo” as the individual tribal affiliation. Cen-
sus data is collected every 10 years and is used to allocate 
federal funds that support education, infrastructure and hu-
man service expenditures.

So far, less than 1% of Navajos have responded on their 
own, according to the Census Bureau.

NAVAJO RESIDENTS URGED TO STAY 
THE COURSE, KEEP CURVE FLAT

CENSUS WORKERS TO RESUME DELIVERING PACKETS TO NAVAJO HOMES
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NOTICED!NOTICED!

CALL NOW
480.282.3070

ADVERTISE@NAVAJOPOST.ORG



JUNE 5, 2020  •  VOL. 8 NO. 25 9The Navajo Post

GALLUP, NM (AP) –
On the eve of New Mexico’s shutdown of bars and 

restaurants to stem the spread of the coronavirus, the city of 
Gallup came alive for one last night of revelry.

Before the night was out in the desert oasis on the fringes 
of the Navajo Nation, 98 people were detained for public 
intoxication and sent to sober up at a detox center. Several 
homeless people also sought refuge in the same cinder block 
building, which doubles as a shelter. Somewhere in the mix, 
lurked the virus.

The outbreak seeded at the Na’Nizhoozhi Center would 
combine with the small, local hospital’s ill-fated staffing de-
cisions and its well-intentioned but potentially overambi-
tious treatment plans to create a perfect storm that has over-
whelmed doctors and nurses and paralyzed this community 
in the state’s hard-hit northwest.

In all, 22 people infected with the coronavirus were trans-
ferred from the detox center to Rehoboth McKinley Chris-
tian Hospital, the only acute care medical center for the gen-
eral public within 110 miles (180 kilometers) of Gallup.

“They were putting multiple cots in one room to accom-
modate them,” said pulmonologist Rajiv Patel, who helped 
lead the hospital’s initial response.

To care for that influx, any available doctor was pressed 
into service, including those who normally don’t handle crit-
ically ill patients, Patel said.

“That’s right when we overloaded,” said hospital CEO 
David Conejo. “Now we’ve got too many patients, and too 
few (staff) to help.”

Rehoboth’s eight intensive care beds are full, and now it 
has to transfer all coronavirus patients with severe breathing 
problems away from the facility and the adjacent Gallup In-
dian Medical Center, which attends exclusively to the Native 
American community.

Of about 500 medical and support staff, at least 32 hos-
pital workers have become infected, and doctors and nurses 
say that they all live with the fear of spreading the virus to 
their colleagues and relatives.

Conejo blames Patel for the fact that the hospital became 
overwhelmed, saying the doctor took on more COVID-19 
patients than the staff  could handle because of his ambition 
but also good intentions.

But Patel — who arrived at Rehoboth in March from 
an Army reserve stint in Kuwait — said the hospital simply 
didn’t have enough staff  with the experience to provide the 
right care and struggled to train more quickly. Patel has since 
left to work at Flagstaff  Medical Center in Arizona.

Twice, the doctor said, alarms went off  during the night 
on breathing machines — only to be misinterpreted by over-
night staff. Within two days of those missteps, he and col-
leagues decided that severely ill coronavirus patients would 
have to go elsewhere — a heart-wrenching decision that 
meant sick people would be treated far from family and one 
that underscored the consequences of not having adequate 
care in the region.

“It was an easy decision because it was the right thing 
to do for patients,” said Patel, whose wife is Navajo. “It was 
very saddening for me personally because my heart and soul 
are completely invested in the health situation on the reser-
vation.”

Many nurses and doctors, meanwhile, say staffing at the 
hospital was inadequate because of Conejo’s move to cut 
back on nurses in the first week of March to offset declin-
ing hospital revenues after elective surgeries were suspended. 
They voiced their discontent at a recent protest calling for 
his resignation.

“We knew it was coming to McKinley County, there 
wasn’t any ifs, ands or buts. I was directed that I had to let 
go of 17 agency nurses,” said Felicia Adams, chief  nursing 
officer who has recovered from COVID-19. “We want to 
take care of our patients, we don’t want to have to send them 
away.”

Conejo defended his oversight, noting that he deferred to 
the hospital’s board of trustees and a team of nurses and phy-
sicians on final decisions. He also said the hospital couldn’t 
afford not to cut staff  in March and that the facility wanted 
to reduce overall employment to qualify for small-business 
assistance. But Adams and others believe Conejo put profits 
ahead of care.

Physician Caleb Lauber said that, as experienced con-
tract nurses were let go in March, unfamiliar responsibilities 
were thrust upon other nurses given only on-the-fly training.

New Mexico’s state auditor is seeking more information 
about the county-owned hospital’s finances from its private 
operators. State health officials and philanthropists, mean-
while, are recruiting more than a dozen volunteer medical 
professionals and have hired a new critical care physician for 
the hospital.

While much of New Mexico is showing signs of emerging 
from the initial wave of the pandemic, stubbornly high rates 
of infection and death persist in the state’s northwest corner 
— including in the Navajo Nation that extends into Arizona 
and Utah. More than half  of New Mexico’s roughly 6,200 
confirmed infections are in Native Americans.

For most people, the coronavirus causes mild or moder-
ate symptoms. For some, especially older adults and people 
with existing health problems, it can cause more severe ill-
ness and lead to death.

As the Navajo have suffered in this pandemic, so, too has 
Gallup, whose fate has long been tied to the neighboring Na-
vajo Nation. In normal times, the city’s population of 22,000 
can quickly quadruple in size since it is a crucial source of 
supplies and water for faraway Navajo households, many of 
which lack full plumbing.

The city is also a destination for many of the most mar-
ginalized Navajo, those who have left home and ended up 
on Gallup’s streets, often as they grapple with alcohol addic-
tion. Officials suspect that the coronavirus whipped through 
the homeless population, and some passed through the 
Na’Nizhoozhi Center, putting the liquor-tax funded shelter 
and detox center at the heart of the city’s outbreak.

The city and its rural outskirts account for about 32% of 
COVID-19 infections statewide, with 79 related deaths as of 
Tuesday.

To stem the spread, Gallup was subject to an extreme 10-
day lockdown this month — cutting the city off  from many 
of those who depend on it for supplies. Authorities have 
now set up free water stations and deliveries — to avoid the 
risk of transmission posed by coin-operated water stations, 
where hand after hand scooped out returned change.

Now, the Na’Nizhoozhi Center is also part of the re-
sponse as it steers destitute people infected by the coronavi-
rus toward isolation in rooms at four otherwise unoccupied 
motel buildings. Some 140 people are currently participating 
in the impromptu system, and officials hope it will interrupt 
a treadmill of infections among Gallup’s homeless popula-
tion.

But the virus has also taken its toll on the center. In ad-
dition to the 22 residents who became infected, several staff  
have been sickened by the virus and some simply stopped 
showing up, said Kevin Foley, executive director of the cen-
ter. Six jobs now are open at a rate of $10 and hour, with just 
one application, he said.

He yearns for a Hollywood ending.
“I wish that all those people would come over in those 

space suits and just clean the place for good,” he said, “but 
it’s not like that.”

Associated Press writer Felicia Fonseca contributed to this 
report from Flagstaff, Arizona.

OUTBREAK ON EDGE OF NAVAJO NATION 
OVERWHELMS RURAL HOSPITAL

WINDOW ROCK, AZ–
The Resources and Development Committee (RDC) of the 24th Navajo Nation Council 

approved and adopted uniform rules for Navajo Nation enterprises to allow access to Navajo 
Nation trust and fee lands for development that no longer require the normal Bureau of In-
dian Affairs rights-of-way approval. Pursuant to 25 CFR §169.4(b)(3)(iii) concerning rights-
of-way over Indian Land, the RDC passed a tribal authorization authorizing access without 
BIA approval on June 3 for independent legal entities wholly owned by the Navajo Nation.

RDC chair and sponsor Council Delegate Rickie Nez (T’iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, 
Upper Fruitland, Tse’ Daa’ Kaan, Newcomb, San Juan) explained that Legislation No. 0124-
20 is the result of an effort to streamline the project development process by establishing 
uniform rules and regulations for all Navajo Nation enterprises that are working on land 
controlled by the Navajo Nation.

The Navajo Land Department can now grant tribal authorization access (TAA) for 
overhead and underground electric, water, sewer, natural gas distribution lines, transmission 
lines, utility fiber optic, temporary construction easements and roads that are consistent with 
applicable Federal and Navajo Nation Laws.

In passing the legislation, the committee approved a delegation of authority from the 
RDC to the Navajo Land Department manager at the Navajo Nation Division of Natural 
Resources to grant TAA for development projects, subject to the terms and conditions in-
cluded in the legislation.

According to Navajo Land Department Manager Mike Halona, the Navajo Nation’s in-
volvement in a federal government-to-government consultation in 2014 led to the submission 
of a 7-page comment on 25 CFR §169. The federal government accepted and adopted some 
of the comments submitted by the Nation and published the new regulations in the Federal 
Register in 2016.

The RDC and the Land Department worked collaboratively throughout the past 5 years 
to authorize and implement incremental changes to the general land leasing program through 
the Navajo Nation. Halona said the Nation knows the challenges of obtaining formal rights-
of-way and that the legislation exercises tribal sovereignty and self-governance. The Navajo 
Nation has slowly assumed greater self-governance responsibilities through an established 
track record of building out an accountable leasing program.

Although the action by RDC greatly streamlines the process for Navajo Nation enter-
prises, biological and cultural clearances will be required under the streamlined TAA rules to 
ensure Navajo Nation natural resources and cultural properties are protected. “We worked 
on this legislation with [the Department of Justice] and the attorneys from [the Division of 
Natural Resources],” said Halona.

Council delegates acknowledged the tribal access authorization was a critical step in the 
ongoing process of getting projects completed on Navajo Nation trust and fee lands. “A lot 
of our Navajo People out there don’t have electricity. They’re on a waiting list,” said Council 
Delegate Herman M. Daniels, Jr. (Tsah Bii Kin, Navajo Mountain, Shonto, Oljato).

Speaking on the legislation from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Eastern Nava-

jo Agency Superintendent Lester Tsosie commended Halona and the Land De-
partment for researching the improvements and timeline impacts the streamlined 
policies will have for Navajo-controlled land. Some forest lands would also be 
covered with the new policies, he said.

“At the end of the day, the government-to-government consultation is import-
ant,” said Tsosie. The Land Department will continue to provide official notifica-
tion to the BIA when approval actions are taken, as required by the federal regu-
lations.

Council Delegate Wilson Stewart, Jr. (Crystal, Fort Defiance, Red Lake, Saw-
mill) expressed his support for the legislation because the tribal access autho-
rization and the delegation of authority would be the first of its kind in Indian 
Country. The new policies will help tribal nations more quickly undertake infra-
structure projects for the benefit of their people.

Council Delegate Kee Allen Begay, Jr. (Tachee/Blue Gap, Many Farms, Nazlini, 
Tselani/Cottonwood, Low Mountain) posed questions regarding local involve-
ment in the projects approved by the Land Department. Halona said that im-
proved rules and regulations were being developed that take into consideration 
the temporary land surface disturbances of most overhead and underground proj-
ects. The forthcoming rules would further streamline the project development 
process.

The Navajo Tribal Utility Authority and the Navajo Nation Division of Trans-
portation each provided further support and offered future recommendations on 
the policy. With the need to expedite a high number of infrastructure and water 
projects currently being discussed by the Navajo Nation Council, RDC voted to 
approve the new rules. RDC holds final authority for the legislation.

The Resources and Development Committee is a standing committee of the 
Navajo Nation Council. The Committee has legislative oversight authority for all 
land-related programs and approvals for projects involving Navajo Nation land 
interests.

The Navajo Nation’s wholly-owned independent enterprises include the Nava-
jo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA), Navajo Engineering Construction Authority 
(NECA), Navajo Nation Oil and Gas Company (NNOGC), Navajo Nation Gam-
ing Enterprise (NNGE), Navajo Agricultural Product Industry (NAPI), Navajo 
Housing Authority (NHA), Navajo Nation Hospitality Enterprise (NNHE), Dine 
Power Authority (DPA) and others.

RESOURCES & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AUTHORIZES TRIBAL ACCESS 
REGULATIONS WITHOUT BIA APPROVAL FOR NAVAJO ENTERPRISES

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PRINT EDITION!SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PRINT EDITION!

CALL OR TEXT 480.282.3070 OR EMAIL NAVAJOPOST@GMAIL.COM

FIRST EDITION
FOR ONLY

6
MONTHS

12
MONTHS

$$11 $$6060 $$100100



10 JUNE 5, 2020  •  VOL. 8 NO. 25The Navajo Post

READ US ONLINEREAD US ONLINE
WWW.NAVAJOPOST.ORG/E-EDITIONWWW.NAVAJOPOST.ORG/E-EDITION

SANTA FE, NM (AP)  –
The board of a rural New Mexico hospi-

tal that was hit hard by the coronavirus pan-
demic fired the chief  executive Thursday and 
asked for unity in a bid to restore confidence 
in the facility.

A memo sent to staff  at Rehoboth 
McKinley Christian Hospital in Gallup said 
CEO David Conejo’s termination was effec-
tive immediately and a search would begin 
soon for his replacement. Chief Financial 
Officer Mary Bevier stepped in as interim 
CEO. Conejo also will no longer will serve 
on the board of trustees.

The hospital laid off  nurses in March as a 

cost-saving measure only to be overwhelmed 
by a surge in coronavirus infections, includ-
ing from the neighboring Navajo Nation, 
which has been hit hard by the virus.

Dozens of hospital staff contracted 
the virus as doctors and nurses scram-
bled to attend to critically ill COVID-19 
patients, eventually opting to transfer 
patients with severe respiratory prob-
lems to health care facilities in Albu-
querque.

Employees protested working con-
ditions and unanswered questions 

about hospital finances near the height 
of local infections, calling on Conejo to 
resign.

Conejo did not respond immedi-
ately to phone calls Thursday. He has 
defended his handling of the pandemic 
and said decisions on staffing and med-
ical care were not his alone.

“We wish to honor the dedication 
and sacrifices that all of the staff have 
made in this very difficult recent past, 
with not only the coronavirus issues 
but the negative publicity that has 

caused some community members to 
lose confidence,” said the email from 
hospital management to staff.

Officials from McKinley County, 
which owns and leases the hospital 
to a private operator, grew frustrated 
trying to audit hospital finances and 
threatened in May to cut off property 
tax funding. State Auditor Brian Colón 
entered the fray in mid-May to negoti-
ate the release of hospital financial doc-
uments.

FLAGSTAFF, AZ (AP)  –
Native American voting rights advocates 

are cautioning against states moving to mail-
in ballots without opportunities for tribal 
members to vote safely in person.

In a wide-ranging report released Thurs-
day, the Native American Rights Fund 
outlined the challenges that could arise: 
online registration hampered by spotty or 
no internet service, ballots delivered to rare-
ly-checked Post Office boxes and turnout 
curbed by a general reluctance to vote by 
mail.

“We’re all for increased vote by mail,” 
said Jacqueline De Leon, a staff  attorney 
with the group and a member of Isleta Pueb-
lo in New Mexico. “We’re absolutely against 
all vote by mail. If  there are no in-person op-
portunities, then Native Americans will be 
disenfranchised because it will be impossible 
for some of them to cast a ballot.” 

A few states automatically mail bal-
lots to every eligible voter. Others are 
drawing up plans to rely more heavily 
on a mail-in system for this year’s elec-
tions amid the coronavirus pandemic 
and with social distancing guidelines in 
mind.

Native Americans are reluctant to 
embrace the system because of cultural, 
historical, socioeconomic and language 
barriers, and past experiences, the re-
port said.

The report is a result of field hear-
ings held in North Dakota, Wisconsin, 
Arizona, Oregon, California, Oklaho-

ma, New Mexico, California and the 
Navajo Nation in 2017 and 2018. The 
Native American Rights Fund plans to 
use the findings to develop policy, sug-
gest legislative or regulatory action and 
promote voting rights in Indian Coun-
try.

Native Americans didn’t become 
U.S. citizens until 1924, but some states 
restricted who was entitled to vote up 
into the 1960s, with laws saying Na-
tive Americans who weren’t taxed, who 
lived on reservations or were enrolled 
with tribes couldn’t cast a ballot. South-
western states were the last holdouts.

Native Americans won or settled 86 
election-related lawsuits they’ve filed 
over the years — a success rate of more 
than 90%, the report said. Among those 
were challenges over redistricting in 
Utah, voter ID requirements in North 
Dakota and language assistance for 
Alaska Native villages.

Still, Native American voting rights 
advocates say there’s more work to be 
done.

More than one-third of voting-age 
Native Americans — or 1.2 million 
people — aren’t registered to cast a bal-
lot, according to the National Congress 
of American Indians. While advocates 
have been pushing states to improve ac-

cess to the polls, they’re also reminding 
tribal members to register and vote to 
enact change.

The coronavirus pandemic has high-
lighted inequalities in tribal communi-
ties, including access to running water, 
health care and housing. Those dispar-
ities won’t improve without electing 
people to office who understand them, 
the report said.

“If we show up and we vote, then 
that gives them incentives to focus re-
sources on us, and as our population 
continues to grow and we as a po-
litical force grow as a nation and as a 
people, that will help ensure that these 
minimum standards are met in Indian 
Country,” former Navajo Nation Attor-
ney General Ethel Branch said during 
the hearings.

As the November elections ap-
proach, Native American advocates 
are pushing states to allow voting early, 
curbside, and at mobile voting stations 
to reduce crowding. They also want of-
ficials to designate hours for voters who 
are vulnerable to the coronavirus, enact 
social distancing and provide protec-
tive equipment for poll workers.

During the primary that wrapped 
up this week in New Mexico, there were 
concerns about potential voter suppres-

sion as some of the usual polling loca-
tions in pueblo and rural communities 
were not opened due to challenges 
brought on by the pandemic. In Santa 
Fe County, election officials said they 
didn’t expect it to be an issue because 
more voters were using mail-in ballots.

In Congress, advocates are pushing 
for polling places on reservations to cut 
down on the distance tribal members 
must travel to vote, prepaid postage for 
mail-in ballots and the acceptance of 
tribal IDs.

The report highlighted some suc-
cesses in New Mexico where the secre-
tary of state created a Native American 
task force to tackle inequities and to 
include Natives in making election-re-
lated decisions. It also pointed to Wash-
ington state where tribal members can 
use a system of tribally designated 
buildings to register to vote, and pick 
up and drop-off ballots while polls are 
open.

De Leon said barriers to voting can 
make Native Americans feel like they 
are not part of the system.

“The irony is if you don’t participate, 
it will never be your system,” she said. 
“It’s a matter of knocking down those 
structural barriers. If it’s easier to vote, 
they are going to vote.”

BESIEGED HOSPITAL ON EDGE OF NAVAJO NATION FIRES CEO

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS VOTING INEQUITIES 
IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES
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WINDOW ROCK, AZ–
The Resources and Development Committee (RDC) of the 24th Navajo Nation Council 

voted in favor of Legislation No. 0119-20 on Wednesday that will proactively cancel the 
Navajo Nation Fair, Fourth of July Celebration, Northern Navajo Nation Fair and all other 
fairs, rodeos and roping events held on the Navajo Nation during 2020.

The current coronavirus (COVID-19) public health emergency has raised concerns that 
the Navajo Nation will see a second or third wave of new cases if  the fair and rodeo events 
are not addressed. The legislation will be considered next by the Health, Education, and 
Human Services Committee, the Naabik’íyáti’ Committee and the Navajo Nation Council.

“As much as people want things to go back to normal, it’s not the time to be taking those 
kinds of chances,” said Council Delegate Charles-Newton (Shiprock), who is the prime spon-
sor of the legislation. Council Delegates Daniel Tso (Littlewater, Pueblo Pintado, Torreon, 
Whitehorse Lake, Baca/Brewitt, Casamero Lake, Ojo Encino, Counselor), Edison Waune-
ka (Oaksprings, St. Michaels), Jamie Henio (Alamo, Ramah, Tohajiilee), Jimmy Yellowhair 
(Hard Rock, Forest Lake, Pinon, Black Mesa, Whippoorwill), Otto Tso (Tó Nanees Dizí) 
and Pernell Halona (Coyote Canyon, Mexican Springs, Naschitti, Tohatchi, Bahastl’áá) are 
also cosponsors of the bill.

The fair and rodeo cancellation measure garnered broad public support through the com-
ments collected during the 5-day public comment hold.

Some fair boards have already considered canceling this year’s events, including the East-
ern Navajo Fair Board. They voted to cancel the fair amid similar concerns that the mass 
gatherings that take place during the fair would create unsafe environments for members of 
the public.

Delegate Charles-Newton said that, until a vaccine is available for COVID-19, safe, large-
scale public gatherings are not possible. She also said social distancing and frequent sanitary 
handwashing would also be virtually impossible at public fair and rodeo grounds.

Council Delegate Wilson Stewart, Jr. (Crystal, Fort Defiance, Red Lake, Sawmill) point-
ed out that several rodeo associations have pointed specifically to the absence of legislation 
when it comes to the blow-back from restarting events. He said that, at a recent PRCA rodeo, 
close contact behind arena chutes was common and no one was seen to be wearing protective 
face coverings. “A lot of our people went down there,” said Delegate Stewart.

The committee acknowledged that the existing public health orders may not be sufficient 
for rodeo organizers, specifically, to feel the need to cancel this year’s events.

Expressing his support of the legislation, Council Delegate Kee Allen Begay, Jr. (Tachee/
Blue Gap, Many Farms, Nazlini, Tselani/Cottonwood, Low Mountain) also sought the in-
put of the Commission on Emergency Management, which may have some authorities per-
taining to the public health emergency.

Council Delegate Mark Freeland (Becenti, Lake Valley, Nahodishgish, Standing Rock, 
Whiterock, Huerfano, Nageezi, Crownpoint) added consideration of the Northern Navajo 
Nation Fair’s distinct role in signaling the start of the traditional wintertime ceremony sea-
son. Particularly, he wondered how the cancellation of the fair would affect the ceremony.

Delegate Charles-Newton said the Diné Hatááłii Association or the Navajo Medicine 

Man Association can be invited to provide input on the ceremony when the legislation reach-
es the Naabik’íyáti’ Committee. Ceremonies are protected in certain ways that other religious 
gatherings are not, she reported, and added that the Navajo Nation Department of Justice 
may provide more clarity regarding both the legality and enforceability of events outside of 
the annual rodeos and fairs.

In following up, Delegate Stewart asked who would be in charge of enforcing the cancel-
lation of events and what the consequences would be. The committee’s legal advisor said she 
would consult the Navajo Nation Office of the Prosecutor to research possible criminal code 
amendments. She also said the Division of Public Safety would be responsible for enforcing 
the cancellations.

Delegate Otto Tso said that, since canceling the fairs and rodeos is within the Navajo 
Nation’s authority, the legislation will help with mitigating the spread of COVID-19. He 
pointed out that Title 14 and 17 of the Navajo Nation Code is vague on enforcement pro-
visions. Separate legislation is currently under development that will address general fines 
and citations that will help enforce provisions in public health orders. That legislation will be 
sponsored by Council Delegate Eugene Tso (Chinle).

“That will take care of the enforcement issue,” said Delegate Otto Tso. The Council could 
ensure additional allocations are made to address law enforcement capacity through the gen-
eral COVID-19 response appropriations.

Acting Chief Prosecutor Jennifer Henry added that, during Monday’s Law and Order 
Committee meeting, she was asked to draft those title amendments. Currently, the cancella-
tions would be enforced by the Navajo Police Department under the same criminal nuisance 
provisions in Title 17 as the curfew violations. Rodeo and fair organizers would be held re-
sponsible for creating or maintaining dangerous situations for others and could face up to 30 
days in jail and/or face a $1000 fine.

Delegate Charles-Newton emphasized the intent of the legislation is to send a clear 
message to all people, on and off  the Navajo Nation, that this year’s fair and rodeo events 
are canceled. While these events may fall under the existing orders, explained Delegate 
Charles-Newton, the legislation makes it clear for the Navajo Nation’s immediate public 
health safety needs.

Members of the Resources and Development Committee, which is the legislative over-
sight of the Navajo Nation Department of Agriculture that hosts the Navajo Nation Fair, 
expressed their overall support of the legislation and noted that the committee has been 
discussing the fair cancellation. The two major concerns continue to be enforcement and 
penalties, and the likelihood that the legislation will be vetoed by President Jonathan Nez. 
Delegates noted he has recently blocked safety measures approved by the Council with the 
reasoning that executive orders and internal arrangements cover the intent of vetoed legis-
lative action.

The Resources and Development voted to approve the legislation, which will advance to 
the Health, Education, and Human Services Committee, the Naabik’íyáti’ Committee and 
the Navajo Nation Council for consideration.

More information: www.navajonationcouncil.org.

WINDOW ROCK, AZ–
The United States Senate approved the Navajo-Utah 

Water Rights Settlement Act through unanimous consent 
on Thursday, June 4, that would create a final settlement of 
all water rights claims between the Navajo Nation, the State 
of Utah and the U.S. government. The settlement would 
also establish the quantified water right of the Navajo Na-
tion to use up to 81,500 acre-feet from water sources locat-
ed in Utah. The settlement act requires further approval of 
H.R.644, sponsored by U.S. Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT), by 
the U.S. House of Representatives before becoming law.

“On behalf  of the 24th Navajo Nation Council, I want to 
thank our U.S. Senators for approving the long-awaited Na-
vajo Utah Water Rights Settlement Act today. This is a mo-
mentous day, and we must thank, first and foremost, the Na-
vajo advocates and leaders that came before us who worked 
to make this day possible. The Navajo Nation Council also 
thanks Senator Mitt Romney (R-UT) for his sponsorship of 
the Senate bill on our behalf, Senator Tom Udall (D-N.M.) 
for his continuing support and Senator Martha McSally (R-
AZ) for hearing our voices and moving swiftly to resolve any 
holds that kept this important Act from proceeding,” said 
24th Navajo Nation Council Speaker Seth Damon (Baahaa-
li, Chilchiltah, Manuelito, Red Rock, Rock Springs, Tsaya-
toh).

“This legislation has been a very long time in the making, 
and I am proud that the Senate has come together to see it 
through the finish line,” Sen. Romney said. “The COVID-19 
pandemic has disproportionately impacted the Navajo Na-
tion in our state, and the shortage of running water in nearly 
half  of homes is contributing to the spread. With this legis-
lation, we will be able to provide access to water and waste-
water facilities for the Navajo Nation and also provide the 
long-needed water infrastructure for its citizens. I urge my 
House colleagues to pass this without delay so we can keep 
the longstanding promise by the federal government to the 
Navajo Nation in Utah.”

The 23rd Navajo Nation Council first considered the set-
tlement act language in 2015 after the Navajo Nation and 
the State of Utah came to a negotiated agreement. With the 
help of federal negotiators, the Navajo Nation Water Rights 
Commission, Navajo Nation Department of Water Resourc-

es and the Navajo Department of Justice arrived at an agree-
ment with the state to settle claims, establish quantified water 
rights and to provide for more than $210 million in federal 
funding for Navajo Utah water projects. Additionally, the 
State of Utah will contribute $8 million to the Navajo Utah 
Settlement Trust Fund that will be established through the 
settlement act, if  approved by the House.

That negotiated settlement language was approved 
through Navajo Nation Council Resolution No. CJA-7-16, 
sponsored by 23rd Navajo Nation Council Delegate Davis 
Filfred and cosponsored by Council Delegate Herman M. 
Daniels, Jr. (Tsah Bii Kin, Navajo Mountain, Shonto, Ol-
jato).

“It is good to hear the news that the Navajo Utah Water 
Rights Settlement Act went through the Senate today. Mov-
ing forward, this will definitely help our constituents of Utah 
San Juan County with water. Homes without running water 
are closer than ever to getting help. I want to express a great 
‘Thank you’ to my colleagues and to the 23rd Navajo Na-
tion Council. Delegates advocated every chance they had at 
the D.C. level to get this settlement approved. I thank State 
Task Force Chair Mark Freeland and our State Legislators 
for their support and advocacy. This all started at the grass-
roots level and grew into a team effort by all involved,” said 
Delegate Daniels.

Delegates also commended Sen. McSally for working 
through a standstill in D.C. to get the Navajo-Utah Water 
Rights Settlement Act included in the amendments to S.886.

“I have worked tirelessly to advance water security for 
the Navajo Nation and other rural tribes across Arizona 
and played a key role in helping to expedite this legislation 
following several delays,” Sen. McSally said. “In the desert 
southwest, we know that water is life. Reliable access to clean 
water has long been a challenge for remote areas on the Na-
vajo Nation, but this legislation is a positive step toward ad-
dressing this issue. The rapid spread of the coronavirus with-
in Arizona’s tribal communities underscored the importance 
of federal investment in our tribes, which overwhelmingly 
lack access to running water. Water security has been a pri-
ority of mine as a member of the Indian Affairs and Energy 
and Natural Resources Committees and I will continue to 
advocate for Arizona’s tribal communities.”

“As a representative of the Utah/Arizona portion of 
the Navajo Nation, I am very thrilled,” said Council Dele-
gate Charlaine Tso (Mexican Water, To’likan, Teesnospos, 
Aneth, Red Mesa). “For years, we had been imploring our 
State and Tribal Partners to remove barriers to make clean 
water accessible to my constituents and to their family farms. 
This settlement moves us forward to establishing fundamen-
tal water infrastructure that will help our farms and ranch-
es prosper. We also look forward to avoiding a costly legal 
fight without the agreement. This is a phenomenal victory 
for the Navajo Nation and I thank Sen. McSally for her tire-
less dedication to seeing this settlement through. And thank 
you, Sen. Romney, for being a faithful partner to the Navajo 
People.”

Upon receiving the news, Council Delegate Nathaniel 
Brown (Chilchinbeto, Dennehotso, Kayenta) said, “This 
day has been a long time coming and it’s what Utah Navajos 
have been fighting for for years. I want to thank Sen. Martha 
McSally for picking this up on behalf  of the Navajo Peo-
ple and for being persistent. I also want to acknowledge the 
Navajo Utah leadership, grassroots groups and our Navajo 
Utah communities that brought this Act to this point. Water 
is especially important right now as we endure the challeng-
es of hauling water for everyday use during the COVID-19 
pandemic. We look forward to the day when our Navajo 
Utah families can turn on the faucet in their homes and see 
water flowing for the first time.”

“It is a great day for the Navajo People. Finally, after 
waiting decades, Navajos living in Utah can see the precious 
water flowing through the land and they can feel hopeful 
once again. Our fight, as a Nation, has brought us closer to 
seeing running water in our homes within our lifetime. I want 
to join my colleagues on the 24th Navajo Nation Council 
to respectfully ask our U.S. Representatives to pass this Act 
when it reaches the House of Representatives,” said Council 
Delegate Paul Begay (Coppermine, K’aibii’to, LeChee, To-
nalea/Red Lake, Bodaway/Gap).

The House is currently out of session until the end of 
June, at which point H.R.644 is likely to be added to their 
calendar for consideration. The 24th Navajo Nation Council 
will continue working with Congressional partners to advo-
cate for the passage of H.R.644 as quickly as possible.

FAIR AND RODEO CANCELLATION LEGISLATION ADVANCED WITH RDC APPROVAL

NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL EXPRESSES GRATITUDE AND SUPPORT FOR
NAVAJO-UTAH WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT ACT PASSED BY US SENATE
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