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From the Prez…..  
 
 Our fall hunt test will be the second weekend August (August 10/11) with a 

limited 60 dog master and single junior and senior stakes.  Setup begins on 

Friday.   

 
 To make these tests run smoothly and to keep the costs down, we will need 

to have club members step forward and volunteer.  Eric Marek, our gun captain, 

is securing gunners for all stakes and Jean Fowler is chief marshal for all stakes. If 

you would like to volunteer for one of the open positions contact Eric or Jean. 

For pop-n-throw, call Betsy Reali, Event Chair. 
 

 For the first time in many years, there will be a hunt test at Cherry Valley 

(CV), actually split between Jerry's place and CV.  WDFW has been working with 

us to facilitate this event and we are looking toward future years for additional 
events using these grounds.   

 

 PSLRA is holding the event at Cherry Valley and Jerry’s place because 

SVRG's (used to be Peppers) were not available.  As many of you are aware, 

most of the maintenance at CV is based on volunteers from the dog community.  
August is the last month we are able to get into CV to do maintenance as the 

hunting season starts in September.  If you are able to help the volunteer effort 

in August it will be very much appreciated. You can contact me if you are 

interested.   
 

 Remember, the better we maintain the grounds this August, the better they 

will look Feb 1st after the hunting season ends and we are able to train there for 

the 2020 season.  We know it will be too wet in Feb for maintenance but it will 

(hopefully) not be to wet to train. 
 

 Hope to see everyone at the RHRC hunt test coming 

up soon. 

 
 Jim 

Jim Olson, RHRC President 
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Rainier Hunting Retriever Club 

Fall Hunt Test 

August 10/11, 2019 

 

Snoqualmie Valley Retriever Grounds 

(formerly Peppers) 
 

We need volunteers. 

Please contact Dianne Clark, Test Secretary 

<dianneclark@comcast.net>, or  

Betsy Reali, Hunt Test Chair <bnb_reali@msn.com> 

to volunteer. 

A couple of jokes to keep you smilin’! 

1. Why are dogs like phones? 

2. What do you call a dog magician? 

3. After a talking Sheepdog gets all the sheep in 

the pen, he reports back to the 

farmer:  All 40 accounted for!”  

“But I only have 36 sheep.” 

says the farmer.  “I know.” says 

the Sheepdog.  “But I rounded 

them up.” 

1. Because they have collar IDs. 

2. A labracadabrador. 
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 The Rainier Club 10 series 

was held at Jerry’s Place on June 

22.  There were 24 dogs entered 

in total (2 were puppies). 
 Chaired by Liz Gibson and 

Jim Olson, Liz Skillingstad and 

Susan Bell judged the big dogs 

while Cindy Olson and Fran 
Seagren judged the puppies.  

(Thanks Judges) 

 We set up the usual 3 mark 

land series first with a shot flyer on the big land towards 

the  back of the property. We used the smaller water for 
our first water marks as there was a group of Jerry’s 

regular Saturday people training up close to the road at 

that end of the big water.  Consequently, we didn’t get the 

second flyer shot within the first 5 marks.  
 After a delicious lunch headed up by Sue Meyring, we 

went on to the 6th series.  Since it was a smaller than 

normal group, we decided to do the 6th series as a single 

flyer and everybody ran it. Then, the judges did the cut, 

paring the field down to 10 dogs to run the subsequent 
series.  Around 2 or 3 pm and the group left was asked if 

they would like to finish that day (Saturday) or carry it 

over until Sunday. The decision was unanimous to try to 

finish. So we actually only ran 8 marks.  

 We ran from near the monument. A long land mark 

was to the left through an area that Jerry had just cleared 

out. The water mark was to the right with a long run into 

the water and the bird was on the far side after a short 

swim.  
 This produced our Winner (Liz GIbson’s dog, Vinnie). 

Shadow with Jim Olson placed second, Chris Braswell with 

Charlie placed third and Betsy 

Reali with Coal placed fourth.  
 Two puppies were entered in 

the puppy stake:  Don Moran’s 

senior pup, “Bud” and Christine 

Robertson’s dog “Echo”.  Echo 

earned first place.—his first 
ribbon.   

 Submitted by,  Susan Bell 

2019 Mark Wickham Memorial 10 Series Ribbon Winners 
Left to Right:  Holly Krohn with Flyer—Finisher; Betsy Reali with Coal—4th Place; Eric Marek with 

Murphy and Wally—Finishers; Jim Olson with Shadow 2nd Place; Liz Gibson with Vinny—1st Place and 

Chris Braswell with Charlie (3rd Place), Tipsy and Jetta (Finishers). 
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Meet Misalyn Armstrong—RHRC Board Member 

 I live on beautiful Whidbey 

Island with Jason, my husband of 

30 years.  We have one son, 

Cody, who is residing in 
Tennessee as an athletic trainer 

for University of Tennessee.  Our 

family also includes an Irish Water 

Spaniel, Labrador Retriever, Toy 
Fox Terrier and two cats. 

 

 In 1995, I had my first Irish 

Water Spaniel, Deegan.  This was 

the dog that started my love of 
training field dogs.  I went to my first hunt test with 

Deegan in the spring of 1997 with very little knowledge or 

experience of the hunt test world.  After that test I was 

addicted!  That was the beginning of new and incredible 
challenges for me.   

 By the late 1990’s I had the opportunity to work for a 

professional field trainer, training my own dogs and other 

hunting dogs and hunt test dogs.  Over the years I have 

had the pleasure of becoming a hunt test judge and 
continue training and handling dogs. 

 

 I love the comradery, friendships and challenges that 

comes with training dogs.  I participate in different sports 
with my dogs; hunt tests, obedience, rally and agility trials.  

Some of my fondest memories and close friendships come 

from participating in hunt tests.  I always look forward to 

the hunt test season!   

 
Misalyn Armstrong 

2016 Pleasant Hunting 

with Nessa & Raven 

2013 Waiting for Obedience Trial—Java 2016 Rally Trial High Combined Winner 

Nessa 
2015 Rally Trial—Nessa 

Go afield with a good attitude, with respect for the wildlife 

you hunt and for the forest and fields in which you walk.  

Immerse yourself in the outdoor experience.  It will cleanse 

your soul and make you a better person. 

          ~  Fred Bear 
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 Cherry Valley Update 

From Cindy Olson 
 

 As can be seen below, Marty Thenell, our dog 

training representative on the Wildlife Area Advisory 

Committee(WAAC), continues to work with the Region 

4 management with regard to dog training at CV with a 

longer term plan of opening dog training at Stillwater, 
Crescent Lake and Ebey Island.  There is a lot of behind 

the scenes effort with Region 4 to keep this dog training 

"mission" moving forward.   

 

 In addition, Barbara Hawley stays in contact with the 
Wildlife Commission and this group is important as they 

provide direction to WDFW.  They are very much 

supporting our dog training activities on the wildlife areas 

at this time. 
 

 Working with WDFW is always a challenge but the 

continual changes in our contact people makes it more 

challenging.  This year we saw a new Chairman appointed 

to the Wildlife Commission. Fortunately the new 
Chairman is Larry Carpenter who has been one of our 

biggest supporters since the beginning of my involvement 

in reopening CV to dog training. The next big change this 

year was the reorganization within Region 4.  As noted in 
Marty's email below, Fenner is moving up in Region 4 and 

a new person, Loren Brokaw, is taking over his position.  

I am still not sure if this is permanent or temporary but 

the positive news is that Fenner is still directing Loren's 

position, at least for now. 
 

 Fenner worked very hard to help the mowing effort 

in May and June.  We had two WDFW tractors that 

several of our volunteers were using almost constantly.  
Our next mowing effort will be in August which is the last 

month we are able to get in for maintenance as hunting 

season will essentially shut down our efforts.  We will be 

calling for our tractor owning volunteers to begin mowing 

again soon.  Our intent will be to cover as much ground 
as we can so the grounds can come thru the winter wet 

season in good shape for training early next year. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Fran Seagren joined me this year in the role as 

WDFW's volunteer coordinator.  We only had one (very 

successful) maintenance day and we really need to have 
more if we are to continue the progress of maintaining 

the grounds.  Next year we would like to see each of the  

dog clubs put forth effort to having a maintenance/training 

day.  Fran and I can do the required coordinator role and 

the club members can do some maintenance and then 
enjoy training afterwards. 

 

 Thanks to all who helped so far this year but 

remember there is still August to have a volunteer 
opportunity for 2019. 

 

Thanks 

Cindy 

 
To;  Fenner Yarborough and Loren Brokaw 

Date:   July 8, 2019 

Gentlemen: 

 I’d like to propose a meeting to discuss the great 

progress we made this year at the Cherry Valley unit of 
SVWA and talk about the future of hunting dog training 

and competition at SWA’s. I think having you both 

present will help insure a smooth transition as Loren 

takes a hands on role. 
 As sitting WAAC representative for the dog training 

community I would like to acknowledge the progress 

made over the last year as well as point out some key 

areas for improvement. Additionally, I have a few 

questions about management, funding processes and 
procedures and some others. 

 I know this can be a challenging time of year but if 

you could give me some dates/times that might work I’d  

appreciate it. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Best Regards  

Marty  

Martin Thenell, martin.thenell@gmail.com 



Page 6  RHRC News Volume 16 , I ssue 4 

RHRC  Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
 The meeting was held at 3131 Elliot Ave, Seattle. 

 

 Jim called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM.  Members 

Jim Olson (Pres.),Liz Gibson (VP), Eric Marek, and Doug 
Gallucci were present. 

 

 Approval of Meeting Minutes from the April Meeting 

was deferred as we didn’t have a copy of them. 
 

Treasurer’s report: 

• $7100 in checking account 

• $100 transferred to triclub account 

• PSLRA needs to pay for garbage (RHRC has paid full 

bill, it will be split), it was since verified that PSLRA 
had paid the triclub account 

• EGRC needs to pay $100 to triclub 

• Expenses are being broken down by event, but some 

are under one umbrella, too much work to break out. 

• Spring hunt test loss about $1500 because of 
scratches, extra bird costs for three day test and extra 

land cost for three day test 

  

MSP – magnetic strip cost to be paid back to Jean Fowler 

• Can we reuse, we like using them, cost is not much 

though for two events 

MSP – Chase Away Cancer donation for Brian and Elsa’s 

Candu $50 

 

Training Days—When can we have training days?  No 

decision. 

 
Fall test – Judges are selected and have agreed (Liz 

Gibson/Susan Bell—Master;  Misalyn Armstrong/Darlene 

Pado—SR/JR) 

Need ribbons for June 10 Series,  Susan will order. 
 

Board Meetings—Motion to have board meeting at a 

different place every other month to encourage more 

attendance in person  - place TBD but probably Issaquah 

 
Event Insurance change over from Doug to Jim has 

happened. 

 

Cherry Valley 

• More mowing going on and proceeding well 

• More property and water available 
 

10 Series 

• Posted on web site where there is also a link to entry 

form 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM 

 

Submitted by, Liz Gibson 

RHRC Meeting notes  

June 22, 2019 
 The board held a meeting on June 22, 2019 after the 
conclusion of the 10 Series at Jerry’s Place in Monroe, 

WA. 
 

 In Attendance were Jim Olson, Sue Meyring, Liz 

Gibson, Eric Marek, Betsy Reali and Susan Bell.  
 

Minutes from the June 4th meeting were not available.   
 

Main topic of discussion was the August test.  

- Eric Marek will be the Gun Captain 

- Dianne Clark is now the Hunt Test Secretary. We 

will ask her to do the judges dinner. 

- Maybe have Cat Martini-Rashid chair the test. 

(Update, Cat cannot chair the August test, but 

Betsy Reali will and Cat will chair our May HRT.)  

- Sue Meyring will do lunches. 
- Liz will help whomever is the test chair to organize 

the helper kids. 

- Jean to be Chief Marshal. 

 We also discussed the dumpster arrangements. That 
is a work in progress. Susan volunteered to take the trash 

from the 10 series to the dumpster at SVRG because she 

had a key to the dumpster. 
 

 We approved designating this meeting as our July 

meeting. 
  

Meeting adjourned.  

Submitted by Susan Bell, Secretary 

****************************************** ****************************************** 
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Operation Waterdog—Hosted by Whistling Wings Retriever Club 
An Event paring our veterans with a professionally trained waterfowl dog to run a mock 

hunt/filed trial and have a great day with other veterans and hunters.  

Held at Jerry’s Place on July 20. 

RHRCmember, Grant Mirick, attended and sent these photos and information 

 This goose hunt was set 

up by Ben Thompson (in the 

layout blind) and Colin Ching 

(Whistling Wings Board 
Member.  The Golden 

Retriever is Grant Mirick’s 

dog, Jack, and the young man 

in the blue shirt is Darren 
Santiago, the son of active 

duty Derek Santiago—Air 

Traffic Controller for the 

Navy. 

 There was a presentation 
by Sam Pace (Immediate Past 

President of WW) John 

Wilson (King County 

Assessor) and Linda Hjelle 
(Snohomish County 

Assessor).  They spoke about 

a new change in tax laws that 

they had worked on which 

will take effect in 2020 for 
Disabled Veterans. 

For more information about the Wounded Veterans 

Waterfowl Club see their website:   

http://wounded veteranswaterfowlclub.com/ 

 The new legislation (ESSB 5160) expands the qualifying 

income thresholds for property tax exemption and deferral 

programs as well as lowers the disability rating necessary to 

qualify as a disabled vet from 100% to 80%.  “This legislation is 
literally going to help people stay in their homes” said Wilson. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Joe Kevin 

Check out the RHRC website.  It has been updated.  You will find past newsletter issues as well as 

minutes of previous board meetings and information on upcoming events.  If you have a photo you would 

be willing to have on our website, please send to Jean — fernhaven@comcast.net 

www.rainierhrc.com 

 

A Ray of Sunshine 

In Times of Need 

The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club is a 

community of support and love for anyone 

who is ill, who may have lost a beloved 

relative, pet, or is in need in any other 

way. 

Please contact Dianne Clark if you, or 

someone you know, could use a helping 

hand, phone call or other support.  You 

can reach Dianne at:  360-568-3368 

(home), 425-299-4252 (cell) or 

dianneclark@comcast.net 

It’s a 10!!! 

Chase Away K9 Cancer 

Many of us have lost our four legged 

companions to canine cancer and many are 

currently fighting this disease.  
 

ChaseAway K9 Cancer has partnered with 

The National Canine Cancer Foundation 

(NCCF).  ChaseAway is a designated fund within the NCCF, a 

nationwide, contribution funded, 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation 

dedicated to eliminating Cancer as a major health issue in dogs by 

funding grants directly to Cancer researchers who are working to save 

lives, find cures, better treatments and accurate, cost effective 

diagnostic methods in dealing with canine Cancer.  

To date we have raised $1,312,853.33   

   Make your donation today:  Donate On-line at 

www.chaseawayk9cancer.org  

     OR 

Write A Check Payable To : Chase Away K9 Cancer 

     Mail to :  Chase Away K9 Cancer C/O Cera Reusser, 56425 

Woods Court Warren, Oregon 97053 

 

 

Liz Gibson sends that she is so proud of her boy—”Vinnie” 

who earned the First Place Ribbon at the RHRC Memorial 10 

Series.  “Good Boy—Pot Pie did a great job!” 



The Rainier Hunting Retriever Club seeks 

 

 A- To encourage and promote quality in purebred 

dogs and to do all possible to bring their natural qualities 

to perfection 

 B—To do all in its power to protect and advance the 

interests of the breeds by 

encouraging sportsmanlike 

competition at hunting retriever tests 

 C—To conduct licensed hunting 

retriever tests under the rules of the 

AKC, NAHRA or any other 

associations or clubs that may 

sponsor these tests. 

 

Rainier Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

  
Editor:  Jean Fowler 

Phone: 425-483-6476 

Email:fernhaven@comcast.net 

Rainier Hunting Retriever Club Newsletter 

Visit our website 

www.rainierhrc.com 

“These Boots are Made For Walkin!” 

Marcia Lyons and Holly Krohn take a break from 

10 Series activities at Jerry’s Place on June 22nd. 


