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Development 
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Fall 2020   א“סתו תשפ  

Place 

All sessions take place via Zoom. 

Registration 
Pre-registration is required for all courses. To register, call the Associated 
Talmud Torahs: 773-973-2828 or visit www.att.org           click “For Teachers”  
            click “Professional Development” and choose the appropriate link. 

For more information 
Mrs. Chani Friedman – Director, Department of Teacher Education, 773-973-2828 

 ATT is a partner with the Jewish United Fund in serving our  community. 

 

 
     ADVANCED MATH CLASSES FROM THE  

PYTHAGOREAN THEOREM TO THE SHIMURA-
TANIYAMA CONJECTURE              (ATT Course Code ID)              

Part I: Examine how the Pythagorean theorem gave rise to            
Diophantine equations that were studied and solved very early. Learn 
how to construct all possibly Pythagorean triples. In doing so, we will 
visit some of the main properties of natural numbers. 

Part II: Examine the introduction of Fermat’s Last Theorem. We will 
discuss the mathematics of 17th and 18th century and we will get an 
intimate look into Fermat’s method of infinite descent. This will give 
us a proof of Fermat’s Last Theorem for the case n=4. 

Part III: We will take a look at the history of proofs of subsequent 
cases of Fermat’s Last Theorem. We will also look at the first          
attempts for general proofs that led to the creation of the Algebraic 
theory of numbers. We will take a look at Sophie Germain’s results 
and also  introduce some of the ideas behind Kummer’s work. 

Part IV: This work will bring us into the twentieth century. We will 
look at the geometric interpretation of Fermat curves and the      
Mordell conjecture which was related to a partial answer to Fermat’s 
Last Theorem. We will talk about Faltings’ proof of the Mordell    
conjecture and its implications for the proof of Fermat’s Last Theorem. 

Part V: Examine the events that transpired in the late 1980’s and 
1990’s starting with Frey’s startling epiphany and leading to Wiles’ 
pioneering work toward a proof of the Shimura-Taniyama conjecture. 
We will try to describe some of the content of these developments in 
an intuitive and non-technical way.” 

Day and Time: 1st class will be October 25, 2020—then third Sunday 
of every month -- 11:00 am - 12:00 pm  (1/2 credit)  
Presented by: Professor Evagelos Kobotis, Blitstein Institute for Women 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL):PART 2      
  (ATT Course Code CP, CD, EP, SE, ID)     

 For Early Childhood – 5th Grade Teachers  - WOMEN ONLY 

Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which     
children and adults understand and manage emotions, set and achieve 
positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and      
maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions. A  
systemic approach to social and emotional learning intentionally      
cultivates caring, participatory, and evidence-based practices that   
actively involve all students in their social, emotional, and academic 
growth. Dr. Searcy will share examples, show video, explain where SEL 
fits within the mental health continuum, review steps that support 
good behavior planning, outline tools to help educators MATCH a  
strategy to their unique students and program, and share what to   
expect at different phases of implementation. 

Day and Time: Wednesday evening, 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
1 Session: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 (1/4 credit) 
Location: ZOOM 
Presented by: Angela Searcy, Ed.D., Author of Push Past It! A 
Positive Approach to Challenging Classroom Behaviors  
 

     VISUAL PROCESSING           (ATT Course Code CD, ID)      

  For K– 8th Grade Teachers 

Whereas sight refers to seeing clearly, visual processing refers to the 
brain’s ability to use and interpret visual information. Adequate visual 
processing skills are required for learning to read, reading to learn and 
for copying accurately. Being able to recognize known words correctly 
when reading, to navigate the page accurately when tracking, to check 
copying accuracy, to judge spacing and layout, to remember and      
visualize what you see are all examples of visual processing skills.  Dr. 
Margolis will define and describe the different visual processing skills 
and their application to learning. He will also review appropriate     
classroom accommodations that can be used to support students   
having visual processing difficulties. 

Day and Time: Wednesday evening, 7:30 - 9:00 pm 
1 Session: Wednesday, December 23, 2020 (1/4 credit) 
Location: ZOOM 
Presented by: Dr. Neil W. Margolis, O.D., F.C.O.V.D. Board       
Certified Developmental Optometrist      

1) All of the classes in this brochure are in place of in-person classes 
so please keep your video on. 

2) Please zoom in from a quiet environment with your microphone 
muted (unless speaking). 

3) Use the “chat” feature to communicate with the  presenter. 

   If you do not have access to Zoom,  
please contact Chani Friedman at cfriedman@att.org 

Teachers who are applying for any ATT license must review their 
status with Rabbi Avrohom Shimon Moller at the beginning of the 
school year. For more information regarding Teacher’s Licensing 

requirements, contact Rabbi Avrohom Shimon Moller: 773-973-2828 

                NORMS OF ZOOM PD   

Presented in conjunction with  
Walder Education 

FOR MATH TEACHERS: Grades 6-12  
in conjunction with Blitstein Institute  for Women 

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

   Please be aware!! 



SUPPORTING STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH 
    NEEDS IN THE 2020/2021 SCHOOL YEAR                  

           (ATT Course Code CD, SE, EP)      
This presentation will offer concrete skills and supports for teachers 
working with students during remote and in-person learning.   Teachers 
can utilize these skills, and the background knowledge discussed, to 
navigate uncharted territory for this academic year. Takeaways include a 
stronger comprehension of the various obstacles students face, as well 
as applicable classroom strategies.  Discussion and Q&A time will be 
provided at the end of the presentation.  

Day and Time: Monday evening, 7:00-8:30 pm 
1 Session:  Monday, October 19, 2020 (1/4 credit) 
Presented by: Megan Hoffman, MSW, LCSW and Emily Crane, 
Educational Specialist  - Compass Health Center, LLC 

  3 BRAIN STATES AND COLLABORATIVE PROBLEM  
       SOLVING     (ATT Course Code CD, ID, SE, EP)      

This workshop will delve into the three brain states - survival, emotional, 
and executive -  as well as lagging skills to help us better understand 
behaviors. It will provide practical strategies to connect and collaborate 
with our children in a way that helps them move from the survival or 
emotional state to an executive/rational one, building skill and allowing 
for lasting change and problem solving.  

Day and Time: Monday evening, 8:00-9:30 pm 
1 Session:  Monday, November 2, 2020 (1/4 credit) 
Presented by: Sarah Wineberg, REACH 

CANDID CONVERSATIONS WITH SPECIALISTS ON   
 THE FRONT LINES: CONSIDERATIONS AND    
 INTERVENTIONS WHEN WORKING WITH   
 LEARNING DIFFICULTIES SUCH AS DYSLEXIA 

                   (ATT Course Code SE, CD, ID)      
A reading specialist and speech and language pathologist will share case 
studies and interventions to promote  learning and literacy development 
in children with dyslexia and other learning challenges.   Submit your 
questions/case studies in advance for Heera and Rivka to address during 
the workshop by emailing cfriedman@att.org. This workshop applies to 
Hebrew  Language teachers too. 

Day and Time: Monday evening, 8:00 - 9:30 pm 
1 Session:  Monday, November 16, 2020 (1/4 credit) 
Presented by: Mrs. Rivka Varnai, M.Ed. LBS1, Reading Specialist & 
Heera Chandani, M.A. CCC-SLP/L, Speech & Language Pathologist  

PLANNING A CHUMASH LESSON  
    For Judaic studies teachers of grades K-5   (ATT Course Code CD, ID, EP)   

In these sessions we will discuss the levels of planning: semester, unit, 
and daily lesson plans. As a prerequisite, we will examine the              
identification of mastery objectives to assure that we are planning for 
the correct outcomes. We will also look at some classic lesson          
structures and study activities that are properly suited to different   
content and skills. 

Day and Time: Tuesday evenings, 7:30-9:00 pm 
2 Sessions: Tuesdays, November 3 and 17, 2020 (1/2 credit) 
Presented by: Rabbi Avrohom Shimon Moller, ATT            

 
HOW DO YOU TALK TO JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH 

    SCHOOL STUDENTS ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST       
     For Judaic studies teachers of grades 7-12  (ATT Course Code ID, LK)    
The charge to Jewish educators to keep the memory of the Holocaust 
alive in the next generation is gaining urgency. Yet we are often afraid 
of broaching this subject with our students because it is fraught with 
emotion, emunah questions, complicated discussions and more. Rabbi 
Reuven Brand is a noted scholar of the Holocaust and has presented 
successfully to the entire spectrum of audiences with sensitivity,    
clarity and practicality. This session will help you grapple with these 
concerns and enable you to fulfill this sacred charge. 

Day and Time: Monday evening, 8:00-9:30 pm 
1 Session: Monday, January 11, 2021 (1/4 credit) 
Presented by: Rabbi Reuven Brand, Rosh Kollel, YU Torah 
Mitzion Kollel in collaboration with the Illinois Holocaust       
Museum and Education Center 

       

       USING PROGRAM IDEAS WITHIN ZOOM TO 
       INCREASE STUDENT PARTICIPATION  
                       (ATT Course Code CE, ID, CD, EP, SE)                               
How can we engage students while using Zoom? This workshop will 
demonstrate many ideas teachers can use to draw students into the 
lesson/activity and make them engaged and looking forward to the next 
virtual class meeting. These strategies are not meant to take the place 
of deeper learning.  Instead this workshop will share short term tools to 
keep students involved in the lesson. 

Day and Time: Monday evening, 8:00-9:30 pm 
1 Session: Monday, November 23, 2020 (1/4 credit) 
Presented by: Mrs. Chani Friedman, ATT        

FOR ALL TEACHERS: Grades K-8 FOR JUDAIC STUDIES TEACHERS  

SYNCHRONOUS LEARNING: BRING LIVE LEARNING 
TO LIFE 

ASYNCHRONOUS LEARNING: PATHWAYS FOR      
STUDENTS TO LEARN AT THEIR OWN PACE 

MEANINGFUL TASKS: DESIGNING ENGAGING   
LEARNING EXPERIENCES 

FLEXIBLE ASSESSMENT: DESIGNING AUTHENTIC   
ASSESSMENTS TO CHECK PROGRESS 

COMMUNICATION AND FEEDBACK: BUILDING A 
TWO-WAY STREET BETWEEN STUDENTS AND 
TEACHERS  

DETAILS TO FOLLOW  (1/4 credit) 

Details will also be available on the ATT website, 
www.att.org 

FOR ALL TEACHERS: K-8 & RESOURCE TEACHERS 

For information regarding the licensing process and how course codes im-
pact ATT teacher licensing, please visit:  

www.att.org ->click “For Teachers” -> click “Teacher Licensing” 

Pre-registration is required for all courses. 
For more information call: 773-973-2828 

or visit www.att.org                click “For Teachers”            click 
“Professional Development”        click the button to register. 

 

The actual link will be sent to all registered   teachers the day 
before the class is convened. It will also be found on the ATT 
website: www.att.org  —  click “For Teachers”            click 
“Professional Development” and click the appropriate link. 

FOR ALL TEACHERS: K-12 & SPECIAL ED TEACHERS 

FOR ALL TEACHERS: Grades K-12 

Associated Talmud Torahs 
34th Rabbi Isaac Mayefsky Memorial Lecture 

 November 28, 2020 - 8:00 - 9:30 pm  -   מוצאי שבת

Featuring Rabbi Y. Y. Jacobson 
Special sign-in for ATT teachers - 1/4 credit earned 

Via ZOOM - link will be available on ATT website: www.att.org 


