
“My advocate took me through 
the process of getting out and 
gave me the hope I needed to see 
the process to the end. Thanks 
to DSVS I had the courage to 
make that journey.” 
~ a survivor
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Thank you for being
our partner in this
life-changing work.

 Founded in 1999 on a belief that everyone 
deserves healthy relationships, Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Services serves Carbon and 
Stillwater counties by providing life-changing 
services for survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual assault while supporting violence preven-
tion through instruction and mentoring for middle 
school-aged children through Power Up, Speak Out! 
 DSVS provides immediate and lasting support 
to 150-200 survivors a year, and all services are 
confidential and free of charge. In the 2019-20 
school year, Power Up, Speak Out! was taught 
in 18 states and the Cayman Islands.

This is DSVS

To empower those impacted by
violence and foster healthy 
relationships

Our mission:

Our Vision:
DSVS strives for the day when 
violence is no longer part of 
our lives



 At DSVS we believe 
Power Up, Speak Out! our 
flagship violence prevention 
program, is among the best 
in the country. That’s why 
DSVS leadership decided 
earlier this year to create a 
new position to guide Power 
Up, Speak Out! We’re pleased 
to introduce Libby Johnson, 
Prevention Education Pro-
gram Director. Libby joined 
the staff on June 1. 
 “I’m thrilled to join the DSVS team, and excited to 
spread the word about Power Up, Speak Out!,” Libby said. 
“I believe educators can and do have a positive impact on 
students, and can’t wait to see what can be accomplished by 
teachers who are empowered to teach positive relationship 
skills.”
 Libby comes to DSVS with more than 18 years of 
experience in education, with the majority of her work spent 
in special education. She’s a polished presenter and has a 
master’s in Educational Leadership and a master’s in Special 
Education and Applied Behavior Analysis.  
 As the Prevention Education Program Director, Libby 
will be promoting Power Up, Speak Out! among educators 
nationwide and overseeing the work of the Prevention 
Educator. 
 If Libby looks familiar, it’s because she has served on 
the DSVS board of directors since 2013, and has been a ded-
icated helpline volunteer since 2011. If you see Libby, please 
join us in welcoming her to the Power Up, Speak Out! team.

Meet Libby JohnsonMeet Libby Johnson
Our Newest Member of the Power Our Newest Member of the Power 

Up, Speak Out! teamUp, Speak Out! team

Your support changes lives
Your gift of $125 provides a family with shelter for one night
Your gift of $50 can buy a fuel card so a family can relocate
Your gift of $25 can buy a meal for a family in shelter

Give online at www.dsvsmontana.org/donate

Dear friends,
 I don’t need to remind you of the difficulties and un-
certainty of the last few months. It’s been a trying time for us 
all, but amid all the fear and unrest of late, I see signs of hope. 
 On June 1, the DSVS office reopened, and after two 
and a half months of working from home the staff is back 
together and more mission-focused than ever. While the 
office was closed, we continued to serve clients. As you might 
expect, we saw an increase in clients. I could not be more 
proud of our DSVS staff and volunteers for the creative 
approach they took to ensure these women and families 
found the hope and security they needed.
 As a result of the pandemic, many of our clients 
became unemployed and needed help buying groceries and 
fuel. Two new mothers had a need for diapers and specialized 
formula. Thanks to an outpouring of support from our DSVS 
family, everyone’s needs were met. I’m touched by all who 
gave. You are making these dark times that much brighter. 
 Prior to the closure, we started a month-long 
volunteer advocate training. Rather than suspend the train-
ing, DSVS staff quickly pivoted from an in-person program to 
an on-line format to complete the training. Their efforts 
resulted in four new volunteers who are already taking 

helpline calls. 
 If this experience has 
taught us anything it is that 
we do not know what our fu-
ture holds, but we know that 
your compassion and gener-
osity will sustain us. 
 In hope,
 Kelly Heaton

Signs of Hope:Signs of Hope:
a Letter from the a Letter from the 
Executive DirectorExecutive Director

 As the DSVS office has reopened, Home Again, has 
begun selling used furniture again, and we are hosting a Flash 
Sale this Saturday, June 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at our new 
storefront at 412 N. Broadway in Red Lodge. We have a great 
selection of furniture and are excited to sell them at a great 
discount. 
 We’re excited to open the storefront, but before we 
can do that we need volunteers who are available to help in 
the store Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Shifts are flexible 
and training is provided. We can also use help moving furni-
ture on an on-call basis. If you’re interested in helping with 
Home Again, call 406-446-2296 and speak with Joanne or 
email homeagain@dsvsmontana.org. 
 Stay tuned for details on our grand opening later this 
summer!
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