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Did You Know? 

Although the actual percentages 
varies from year to year, about 
80% of all groundwater used in 
Texas is for irrigating crops. 

Texas has nearly 6.3 million 
acres of irrigated lands. 

That is more area than the en-
tirety of seven individual states 
and Washington D.C., or the en-
tire area of Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Rhode Island and Wash-

Board	President	Walter	R.	Glenn	to	Retire	
On the morning of November 8, 2018 

the Southeast Texas Groundwater 

Conserva on District held a recep on 

for the District’s long me President, 

Walter R. Glenn, to acknowledge and 

thank him for his long me service to 

the District and his community.  Mr. 

Glenn has been the Board President 

for over 15 years and has decided that 

it was a good me to re re. 

It was in November of 2004 that the 
voters of Jasper and Newton Coun es 
confirmed the crea on of the South-
east Texas Groundwater Conserva on 
District; however, unknown to most, 

the crea on of the District really began several years earlier when Walter R. Glenn 
became interested in the way groundwater is managed in Texas.  He realized that 
without a groundwater district in place anyone could pump as much water as they 
wanted, and use that water for any reason they wanted (as long as it was not 
“wasteful”), including unmanaged and unrestricted exports to areas such as Dallas or 

(Con nued on page 2) 
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TEXAS 86 Legisla ve Session 

The 86th Texas Legisla ve session will begin on January 

8, 2019 and will run through May 27, 2019.  The new 

session will bring several new faces to the Capitol but 

far fewer than the last elec on which saw almost 40 

new members compared to 14 this session.  The last piece of the puzzle won’t come 

together un l the session begins when a new House Speaker will be chosen to replace 

Speaker Joe Straus, who will then make the commi ee appointments. 

As for what to expect regarding groundwater issues this session, I have come to learn 

that water issues are always a hot topic; however, it is believed that this session will 

focus highly on educa on, flooding, and budget issues. 

Senator Perry is expected to file a bill similar to one he filed last session which was 

considered an omnibus bill making many changes to Chapter 36 of the Texas Water 

Code including language that would require groundwater districts to have similar 

rules from one district to the next.  This sounds great on paper; however, in prac ce, 

the immense differences between aquifers, geographic regions, and district goals 

makes this a very large hurdle. 



Houston.  Being able to pump as much water as you want, without 
“waste”, is known as the Rule of Capture.  Texas law acknowledges the 
Rule of Capture as its base method of groundwater “management”, and 
even more importantly, it allows unlimited pumping even if it causes dam-
age to other wells by significantly lowering water levels or causing them to 
go dry completely.  The Texas Supreme Court has confirmed the Rule of 
Capture and that is why the crea on of our local groundwater conserva-

on district was important.  Mr. Glenn saw the need to manage the 
groundwater safely, balancing the Rule of Capture, before our area began 
to see problems such as subsidence as can be seen in Harris, Galveston, 
and Fort Bend Coun es.  

Mr. Glenn not only had the foresight, he had the determina on to follow 
through with his belief that staying ahead of poten al groundwater prob-
lems was important.  He was able, with the support of our local govern-
ments and legislators and with the assistance of Senator Todd Staples, to 
get Senate Bill 1888 (the District’s enac ng legisla on) passed with unani-
mous approval of both the House and Senate. 

The effec ve, low key opera ons of the District are largely 
due to the District’s original board members, of whom 
Mr. Glenn is the sole remaining member.  He was original-
ly appointed the Board President by the Jasper and New-
ton County Commissioners’ Courts.  A er Hardin and Ty-
ler Coun es joined the District all four county commis-
sioners' courts unanimously appointed him to con nue as 
Board President.  He has served as the Board’s President 
for 15 years, keeping to it’s core principles of responsible 
groundwater management with minimal governmental 
intrusion or impact. 

Mr. Glenn will re re as of December 31, 2018.   

Thank you Mr. Glenn for your Dedica on and Leadership. 

(Con nued from page 1) 

 

Board President Walter R. Glenn To Retire 
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Robyn Summerlin to Step Down 
Not only will the District be losing its long me President, it will be 

losing one of its most knowledgeable and reliable Directors.  Mr. 

Robyn Summerlin will step down at the end of the year upon comple-

on of his second 3 year term as one of Tyler County’s three repre-

senta ves.  Mr. Summerlin has represented the rural water supply 

users of Tyler County.  He is a board member of the Cypress Creek 

Water Supply Corpora on and his knowledge of rural water supply 

opera ons will be missed. 

 

Thank you for your six years of dedicated service to the Southeast  

Texas Groundwater Conserva on District. 



Groundwater Management Area 14 - (GMA 14) 
Groundwater Management Area 14 (GMA 14) con n-
ues work on the 3rd round of Desired Future Condi-

ons (DFCs) which is s ll in the early stages of develop-
ment.  The process has become a bit more complex 
due to issues occurring in the Lone Star Groundwater 
Conserva on District which is comprised of Montgom-
ery County.  This began with a lawsuit being filed by 
the City of Conroe and others against the Lone Star 
GCD due essen ally to a disagreement on manage-
ment style.  Lone Star originally op ng for a sustaina-
bility model in an effort to avoid the same fate as the 
subsidence district, whereas the City of Conroe would 
prefer a managed drawdown model due to the growth 
rate of the county and the added expense of surface 
water produc on.  Recently a district court decision 
found in favor of the City which claims that Lone Star 
has overstepped its authority; however, it is likely that 
Lone Star will appeal that decision. 

The City also filed a pe on contes ng the 2nd round 
DFCs adopted by Lone Star.  The par es came to a 
se lement agreement the day the hearing on the issue 
was to be heard.  The se lement agreement required 
that Lone Star change its DFCs to incorporate data 
from a Groundwater Availability Model (GAM) which 
has come to be know as Run D.  This would increase 
the amount of groundwater available in Montgomery 
County by approximately 50% - from 64,000 acre feet 
per year to 100,000 acre feet per year.   

Since there are many implica ons to the increase, such 
as significant drawdowns to water levels in neighboring 

coun es (including a subsidence district) the GMA has 
agreed to consider Run D; however, it declined to 
simply move forward and adopt it as requested by 
Lone Star GCD (as required by their se lement agree-
ment). 

Making this process even a li le more complex, the 
Lone Star GCD recently held its first elec ons for board 
posi ons.  Prior to November 6, 2018 the 9 member 
board had been appointed in a similar manner as the 
Southeast Texas GCD; however, Lone Star’s enac ng 
legisla on was modified in the last legisla ve session 
and now requires a seven member elected board.  

One other item of interest regarding GMA 14 is that at 
its last mee ng a new Chairperson was appointed.  
John Mar n, General Manager of the Southeast Texas 
Groundwater Conserva on District, was unanimously 
chosen by the GMA members to serve as its next Chair-
man.  
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Recently it was brought to the District’s a en on that the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality (TCEQ) approved a flushing variance for one of our local 

public water suppliers.  For those of you who may be unfamiliar with public wa-

ter supply regula ons, TCEQ requires regular (essen ally monthly) flushing of 

water lines in an effort to maintain high water quality.  The Tyler County Special 

U lity District (S.U.D.) specifically ques oned the science behind the monthly 

flushing regula ons.  This was done due to the Tyler County S.U.D.’s belief that 

they were was ng significant amounts of water each month for no reason, other 

than to meet the TCEQ requirement.   

TCEQ began working with the Tyler County S.U.D. and eventually, a er months 

of addi onal tes ng that proved that they could safely extend the flushing period, were granted a variance allow-

ing them to  flush their lines once every two months.  Tyler County S.U.D. Board President, Jim Boone, provided a 

report to the District outlining the steps taken to obtain the variance as well as the benefits/savings related to the 

variance that are already been seen.  They es mate a savings of 12 million gallons of groundwater each year.  Ad-

di onally, they are expec ng an annual monetary savings in the neighborhood of $16,000.  These savings will 

come from reduced man hours required to flush the lines, a reduc on in the costs of trea ng the 12 million gal-

lons, and fuel and maintenance costs related to visi ng each flushing point. 

Tyler County Special U lity District Granted Flushing Variance By TCEQ 



The U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook, valid October 18, 2018—January 31, 2019, indicates that drought 

condi ons within the District are unlikely through the remainder of the year.  This appears to be backed 

up by the October 18, 2018 NOAA Three-Month Precipita on Probability map which indicates that the 

en rety of Texas has a good chance of receiving above average precipita on for the next three months. 

2017/2018 RAINFALL TOTALS 
 

U.S. SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK 
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS 
As you can see from the November 10, 2018 U.S. 

Palmer Drought Severity Index, the recent late sum-

mer and early winter rains have eliminated nearly all 

of the drought condi ons being felt by the majority 

of the state.  Some areas of Southeast Texas had 

been experiencing “severe drought” condi ons only 

6—8 weeks ago.  Now we are in the “very moist” 

range.  Even the Pan Handle is currently experiencing 

near normal condi ons, while the majority of state is 

surprisingly seeing “extremely moist” or “very moist” 

condi ons. 

The NOAA rainfall totals of the past 12 months are, in 

most cases, right on target; however, the Woodville data suggests slightly below average rainfall for the 

past 12 months.  I expect that the  8—12 inches most areas received in September will bring the Wood-

ville area in line with normal annual averages. 
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 Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. 

Jasper 0.61 1.19 1.23 4.76 5.10 12.79 9.66 5.46 2.4 

Kirbyville 1.30 0.66 2.27 3.55 5.05 12.92 8.70 6.26 1.73 

Kountze 2.01 0.54 2.08 2.89 5.57 12.55 5.36 5.60 2.07 

Lumberton 0.85 0.73 1.69 3.38 4.61 9.15 6.41 3.11 1.48 

Sam Rayburn 0.94 0.87 1.18 4.70 4.07 18.79 9.31 4.05 2.68 

Town Bluff 1.28 0.88 1.27 3.78 6.28 15.58 9.12 3.79 1.80 

Woodville 1.43 1.10 1.34 2.83 3.26 11.54 9.13 4.44 1.89 

June 

4.08 

8.48 

8.11 

10.05 

4.13 

6.57 

2.31 

July 

6.25 

2.46 

2.74 

4.59 

4.63 

8.96 

4.40 

Aug. 

3.80 

1.78 

3.00* 

6.43 

3.9 

3.87 

2.14 

Total 

57.33 

55.16 

52.72

52.48 

59.25 

63.18 

45.63 



CONSERVATION CORNER 
CONSERVE WATER 

WINTER CONSERVATION TIPS 
Winter isn’t far off and many meteorologists feel it may 

be a very cold winter.  Don't let the cold weather catch 

you unprepared!  Although it doesn’t happen too o en 

here in Southeast Texas, once or twice a year we experi-

ence a freeze hard enough 

to cause water pipes to 

burst.  Not only is it an in-

convenience, but a burst 

water pipe can waste thou-

sands of gallons of water 

before you even realize it has happened.  However, you 

can cross that off your list of winter worries by taking a 

few simple precau ons to prevent waste and conserve 

water. 

Disconnect and drain outdoor hoses. Detaching a hose 

allows water to drain from the faucet. Otherwise, a sin-

gle, hard overnight freeze can burst either the faucet or 

the pipe to which it's connected. 

Seal off access doors, air vents and cracks. Winter winds 

whistling through overlooked openings can quickly 

freeze exposed water pipes.  It is very important to in-

sulate pipes or faucets in unheated areas. If you have 

pipes in an a c, unheated garage or cold crawl space 

under the house, wrap the water pipes before tempera-

tures plummet. Hardware or building supply stores will 

have good pipe insula ng materials available. 

Consider using electrical “pipe hea ng cable”.  These 

very thin cables run a low voltage current along the 

length of the cable, thereby warming the pipe.  It is very 

useful in a cs and crawl spaces if an electrical outlet is 

readily accessible.  Newer manufactured houses o en 

come with outlets underneath the home specifically 

meant for pipe hea ng cable.  Take advantage of that 

feature.  It is inexpensive 

(especially compared to the 

cost of a burst pipe) and 

comes in many different 

lengths for easy custom in-

stalla ons. 

Don’t forget any water lines 

you may have running to a 

garden or livestock trough.  

Be sure that these pipes get 

extra a en on.  Since we 

don't always no ce these 

pipes, it could be hours or even days before you realize 

a pipe has burst.  Make it a habit to inspect all your con-

nec ons a er any freeze event. 

Be sure to know the loca on of the master water 

shutoff.  If a pipe bursts this valve turns off the water, 

so find it now and be sure everyone in the family knows 

where it is and what it does.  Also, it is a good idea to 

keep the plumber's telephone number handy, just in 

case.  Write it down now before you need it in an emer-

gency. 

As counter intui ve as it may seem, in severe cold 

weather you may want to allow a faucet to drip a small 

con nuous stream.  Although this may seem to be a 

waste of water, it is be er to lose these few gallons per 

hour than poten ally hundreds of gallons per hour if 

the pipe bursts.  Addi onally, you can put a bowl or pail 

in place to catch the water which can be used to water 

plants the next day. 

A er a hard freeze keep an eye out for any signs of 

leaks.  Some mes the pipes don’t burst, but a joint may 

be damaged by the 

expansion and con-

trac on of the fro-

zen water and 

cause a less no ce-

able leak.  Don’t 

forget to check 

your outside 

plumbing as well.  A 

broken one inch water line to a livestock trough can 

easily allow hundreds of gallons of water to be wasted. 

If you have a water line freeze and you know where the 

freeze occurred, you may want to try thawing it your-

self.  Do not under any circumstance use a torch with an 

open flame as this is a major fire hazard.  Also, over-

hea ng a single spot can burst the pipe, and hea ng a 

soldered joint could cause it to leak or come apart com-

pletely.  Be very careful. Also, try typing your specific 

situa on into a web-browser to learn about the best 

way to solve your par cular issue (i.e. “thawing frozen 

pvc pipes”). 

The easiest tool to use for thawing pipes is a hair dryer.  

Wave the warm air back and forth along the pipe, not 

concentrated on one spot.  If you don't have a hair dry-

er, you can wrap the frozen sec on with rags or towels 

and pour hot water over them. It's messy, but it works. 

Remember, taking steps to prevent pipe freezes saves 

you me, inconvenience, and money, and prevents 

waste of a vital resource – Water. 
5 
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Static Water Level Observation Well Locations & State ID 

What Is A Sta c Water Level?  The Sta c Water Level is the Distance from the surface of 

the ground down to the water table when the well is not being pumped.  This is some mes called the 
res ng water level.  For example, a sta c water level reading of –25 feet simply means that the distance 
from the ground down to the water table is 25 feet. 
 
In the data on the following page I have included a column indica ng the amount of sta c water level 
change from the previous year.  If the number is posi ve, it means that the water level has dropped in that 
par cular well.  If the change is a nega ve number, as most of them are, it means that the water level is 
higher than the previous year.  Typically large drops or rises are indica ve of shallow wells that are suscep -
ble and reac ve to wet and dry periods.  Conversely, deep wells are very stable and o en show li le change 
in sta c water level even a er long periods of drought or periods of excessive precipita on. 
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STATIC WATER LEVEL READINGS 



November 8, 2018  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 
   Jasper Newton Co-op, Kirbyville, TX. 

November 22 & 23, 2018 Thanksgiving Break—District office closed 

December 13, 2018  SETGCD — Board Holiday,No Regular Mee ng 

December 24 &25, 2018 Christmas Break—District office closed 

January 1, 2019  New Years Day—District office closed 

January 10, 2019  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 
   Jasper Newton Co-op, Kirbyville, TX. 

January 21, 2019  Mar n Luther King Jr. Day— District office closed 

February 14, 2019  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 
   Jasper Newton Co-op, Kirbyville, TX. 

February 18, 2019  Presidents Day—District office closed 

March 14, 2019  SETGCD—Regular mee ng of the Board 
   Jasper Newton Co-op, Kirbyville, TX. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS Texas Water Facts 

 60 percent of all water used in Texas is ground-
water.  

 Statewide, groundwater comes from 32 different  
aquifers.  According to the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board 9 of these aquifers supply 97 percent 
of the total groundwater demand. 

 The Ogallala Aquifer, which underlies most of the 
High Plains of West Texas yields about 2/3 of all 
groundwater used in Texas. 

 The Gulf Coast Aquifer (also known as the Coastal 
Lowlands Aquifer) stretches from Florida through 
Texas to Mexico.  It supplies 54 Texas coun es 
with approximately 1.4 million acre feet of water 
per year. 

 The Ogallala is expected to lose 2 million acre 
feet per year of supply.  The Gulf Coast is not 
expected to lose quite as much; however, it is 
expected to lose over 200,000 acre feet per year. 

PLEASE  
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STAMP  
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Your Organization 
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“Till taught by pain, men really know not what good water is worth.” ‐ Byron 


