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OSI is working to improve research and research 
communication

• About 400 participants, representing 250 
institutions (including SciELO), 27 countries, 
and 18 stakeholder groups (see chart, left)

OSI (the Open Scholarship Initiative) is 
a diverse, inclusive, global network of 
high-level experts and stakeholder 
representatives, working together and in 
partnership with UNESCO to develop broadly 
accepted, comprehensive, sustainable solutions to 
the future of open scholarship that work for 
everyone everywhere.
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OSI’s common ground (our 4 pillars)

Science and 
society will 
benefit from 
open done 

right

Successful 
solutions will 

require broad 
collaboration 

Connected 
issues need 

to be 
addressed

Open isn’t a 
single 

outcome, but 
a spectrum
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Open isn’t a single outcome (or even defined)

Open is used casually, often without firm definition, in a wide variety of ways, from 
open education, to open code, open data, open source, open science, open 
courses, open society, bronze open, and open access. It’s a noun, a verb, a process, 
an expression, a concept, a brand…it’s an open spectrum (DARTS).

Most knowledge outputs are in this range “Open access”
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Plan A = OSI’s 2020-25 action plan

Plan A synthesizes the main themes and recommendations
that have emerged from OSI’s work. It recommends that the
international scholarly communication community begin
immediate and significant action to:

• DISCOVER critical missing pieces of the open scholarship puzzle so we can 
design open reforms more effectively;

• DESIGN, build and deploy an array of much need open infrastructure tools to 
help accelerate the spread and adoption of open scholarship practices;

• WORK TOGETHER on finding common ground solutions that address key issues 
and concerns; and

• REDOUBLE OUR COLLECTIVE EFFORTS to educate and listen to the research 
community about open solutions, and, in doing so, design solutions that better 
meet the needs of research.
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The next 15 years, with Plan A
OPEN 
RENAISSANCE: 
Universal open is 
achieved, including 
archives and data. 
Integrated 
repositories and 
standardized data 
create new fields of 
science based on 
connecting the 
dots. Research 
spending efficiency 
improves, and 
discovery 
accelerates.

PICK THE LOW HANGING 
FRUIT: Work together on 
common ground 
solutions to the easiest 
and most pressing issues. 
Build confidence.

+5 YEARS                                        +10 YEARS                                            +15 YEARS

100% 
open

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

TACKLE THE TOUGH ISSUES:
Replace the impact factor, 
improve promotion & 
tenure systems, and raise 
the bar (significantly) for 
data inclusion and 
interoperability and 
repository function. 
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The Open Renaissance

• Open science is clearly defined and supported 
Open is the standard science output format

• Open solutions are robust, inclusive, broad, 
scalable and sustainable

• Almost all science information is discoverable 
The global access gap is nonexistent

• Solutions for the humanities are built-in
• Connected issues are resolved
• Incentives are aligned so scholars embrace 

open because they want to
• Open is simple and clear so scholars know 

what it means and why they should do it
• Predatory publishing is defeated so it no longer 

threatens science
• Standards and global guidelines are clear for 

all journals, which helps the marketplace
• The marketplace remains competitive so open 

products remain cutting edge
• Repositories are integrated, not just connected
• Data standardization is widespread and robust

• Many kinds of improvement happen to 
science, including less bias and better 
transparency

• The research ecosystem grows 
exponentially more powerful (with more 
data, more connections, and more 
apps), which further catalyzes 
innovation and improvements in 
science. New fields and directions 
emerge based on “connecting the 
dots” (thanks to data and repositories), 
funding efficiency improves, and 
discovery accelerates.

• The social impacts of science surpass 
today (including science literacy, public 
engagement with science, and science 
input into public policy)

• Most science knowledge becomes a 
global public good, and society reaps 
the benefits
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