
SHEPHERD OF THE DESERT     
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Festival of Reformation
October 24, 25, 2020

Mission: 
"Created, Redeemed and Called by God, we 
reach out to all, by sharing our gifts and the 
unconditional love of Jesus."

Vision: 
"To be an intergenerational congregation that 
puts the Love of Christ into action from one    
generation to another and from our community 
to our world".
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Welcome to Worship at Shepherd of the Desert
╬ Please stand as you are able when noted.

Prelude “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”  BWV 720       J.S. Bach 

Words of Welcome and Ministry Moments         Pastor Daniel Defassio     

Confession and Forgiveness       
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  

endures forever.
C Amen.
A In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds, let us confess our 

sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

A God our strength,
C we confess that we are captive to the power of sin that dwells within us.

We put ourselves first and others last.
What we think will make us happy leaves us longing for more.
Even when we want to do what is good, we find ourselves doing the 
opposite.
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives, and raise us up day by day,
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

P Sisters and brothers, all have fallen short of the glory of God; therefore we are 
justified by God's grace as a gift.
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in † Christ Jesus, in whom we 
have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.

C Amen.
P Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship…

╬ Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

C Amen.

1st Reading
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To 
know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy  (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 
possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
Jeremiah 31:31-34
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt - a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this 
is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

L     The Word of the Lord. C    Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 46:1-11
L 1God is our ref- | uge and strength,

a very present | help in trouble.
C 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
L 3though its waters | rage and foam,

and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
C 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
  the holy habitation of | the Most High.
L 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;

God shall help it at the | break of day.
C 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away.
L 7The LORD of | hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
C 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
L 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; who breaks

the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
C 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
L 11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
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2nd Reading
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and the other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right rela-
tionship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liber-
ates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
Romans 3:19-28
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be jus-
tified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 
the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbear-
ance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he him-
self is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of 
faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

L     The Word of the Lord. C    Thanks be to God. 

╬ Gospel Verse
P Alleluia. If you continue in my word, you are truly | my disciples,                
C and you will know the truth, and the truth will | make you free. Alleluia. (John 8:31-32)

P   The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th Chapter.   C   Glory to you O God



5

╬ Holy Gospel

Matthew 22:34-36
34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 
that sets people free from sin.
John 8:31-36
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disci-
ples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 
will be made free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.      C   Praise to you O Christ

Sermon       Pastor Daniel Defassio



6

╬ Hymn "Lord Keep us in Your Steadfast Word"  ELW 517



7

╬ Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
        On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

               Prayers of the Gathered Community
   A With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need.
A brief silence.

   A Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, 
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. 
Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

   C hear our prayer.

   A As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a 
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters 
of any kind (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

   C hear our prayer.

   A Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all 
from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,

   C hear our prayer.

   A Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those 
who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

   C hear our prayer.
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A In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their com-
mitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope 
of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors 
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the re-
newal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

╬ Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C And also with you.

Offering Prayer

A Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of your  
good creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send  
us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,through the bread of life, Jesus  
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

╬ Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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╬ Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

╬ Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

╬ Eucharistic Prayer
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

╬ Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
         thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,    
forever and ever.  Amen. 

╬ Agnus Dei
L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C have mercy on us.
L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C have mercy on us.
L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C grant us peace.

The Communion
Distribution - by continuous tables. All baptized Christians who believe Christ is truly present in the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at Christ’s table at Shepherd of the Desert. Please follow the       
directions of the ushers as you come forward to the altar rail by the center aisle. You may kneel if you are able. 
Gluten Free wafer are available...let the Pastor know by raising your index finger when served. Once you have 
been served, you then may return to your seat by the side aisles. You may also share your offerings as you come     
forward for Holy Communion. Railing cloths are a reminder that area is reserved for the infirmed and handicapped.  
During this time of the COVID-19 Virus, only the host will be shared.  Lutherans historically believe you may     
receive both in one kind.  It is proper to extend your hands, palms up, one on the other as a “throne” and the host 
will be placed on it.

╬ Post Communion Blessing  
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you you in His grace.
C Amen.

╬ Post Communion Prayer
A We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,

the body and blood of Christ.  Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 
vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same 
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

╬ Benediction
P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 

hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.  Almighty God, Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit,   
bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

╬ Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.

╬ Postlude ““Toccata in B Minor”    Eugene Gigout 
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SHEPHERD OF THE DESERT LUTHERAN CHURCH
11025 N 111th Avenue, Sun City, Arizona 85351

Phone:  623.933.1359   Fax:  623.933.1008
Senior Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Daniel R. Defassio

Organist: Dr. Lorraine Miller    Deacon: Chuck Hyland
Pastors in Residence: 

The Rev. Art Goetz The Rev. George Natonick The Rev. Paul Nordeen 
Website:  www.shepherdofthedesertelca.org

   Email: Kristen: sodsecretary@qwestoffice.ne
                 Sue: shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net

A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

Announcements 

Understanding the New Testament Tuesday at 2:00 pm and Wednesday’s at 6:00pm
Discover the history behind the 27 books of the New Testament and gain insight into the word at the 
time and the people who produced the text. This is a 30 minute video course with discussion following 
make plans to come!

Lutheran 101  The New Testament Thursday evening at 6:00 pm 

Healthy Living: Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month we have a personal trainer (TJ) that meets 
with us for a nutritional discussion and light workout tailored to the needs of the class from 6:00pm-
7:00pm. Healthy Living does not meet on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month. 

I-Help:  The first 2 Sundays of each month  we open Walton Hall to a LSS sponsored group of  
homeless.  The participants are interviewed and selected by LSS.  We offer a safe place to spend a 
monitored night including a hot meal along with breakfast and a sack lunch to go. 

Mission of the Month for October: Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission, Rock Point 
AZ exists to connect diverse communities to the needs of the Navajo People by creating a safe        
environment where the values of education, culture and spiritual formation are accessible to all people.

Best Pancakes in Sun City and they are free! Take out only Due to COVID-19     
Always the last Saturday Month, October 31st. Serving 8:00 am to 10:00 am

Congregational Meeting – November 14 & 15 for the presentation of the 2021 Mission Plan, 
candidates for church council, and endowment committee. Voting on the Mission Plan 2021 , Church 
Council, and Endowment Committee will take place on the following week November 21 & 22.
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The Bible – Old Testament
Daily Devotions - Week 16

THEME:  THE PROPHET:  AMOS

         During the next several weeks of confirmation you will be reading “the prophets”.  The word, 
“prophet” means “messenger”.  Specifically, the word “prophets” refers to the mouth: prophets are the 
“mouthpiece of God”.  They know the heart of God’s law; they know God’s voice, and so the prophets 
speak God’s message to the particular problems of their day.

As you begin reading these prophets, you will discover that these prophets are deeply angry 
about the sins of the people of God.  They are filled with “righteous anger”.  The people are ignoring the 
poor, worshipping idols, using temple prostitutes, forgetting God, and pretending they are religious by 
going to the synagogue and doing “churchy things”.

DAILY DEVOTIONS:  You know by now that daily devotions consist of four parts:  1. Opening prayer; 2. 
Bible reading; 3. Intercessory prayer of others; 4. The Lord’s prayer.  Also each night, there are verses to 
highlight. The verses that you are highlighting are important verses in each chapter.  So…have you 
opening prayer; highlight the verses; read the chapter; answer the questions; have intercessory prayer 
and then the Lord’s prayer.

Day 1: Read Amos 1-2:5.  God’s Judgment on Israel’s Neighbors.  
Highlight 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:4. Which of their sins seemed the worst to you and why?

· Day 2: Read Amos 2:6-3. God’s Judgment on Israel.  Highlight 2:6-8; 3:10-12, 15.  
What is God going to destroy?

· Day 3: Read Amos 4:1-13.  Israel’s Failure to Learn.  Highlight 4:1, 4-5.  Underline the phrase, 
“Still you did not come back to me”, found in four different verses.  What was God trying to get 
the people to do by punishing them?

· Day 4:  Read Amos 5.  A Call to Repentance.  Highlight 5:4-7, 10, 13, 15, 21-24.  Why do you 
think people often keep their mouth shut when they see evil things happening?
Day 5:  Read Amos 6.  Destruction of Israel.  Highlight 6:3-8.  Why does God despise their   
luxurious mansions?
Day 6:  Read Amos 7, 8.  Visions.  Highlight 7:14-15, 8:5-6, 10-11.  Did Amos prophecy for 
money?   __________________ What was his occupation?  ___________________             
Why did he prophecy?
Day 7:  Read Amos 9.  Judgment and Restoration.  Highlight 9:1-2, 8, 13-15.  
In verse 13-15, what does Amos see happening in the future?

Discussion Questions:  Read Amos 3:14-4:3.  Why do the prophets condemn excessive wealth in the 
midst of poverty?  What do the rich do and not do for the poor?  What do you think are some of the 
causes of poverty in America today?


