
SHEPHERD OF THE DESERT
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Ninth Week after Pentecost
August 1, 2, 2020

Mission:
"Created, Redeemed and Called by God, we
reach out to all, by sharing our gifts and the
unconditional love of Jesus."

Vision:
"To be an intergenerational congregation that
puts the Love of Christ into action from one
generation to another and from our community
to our world".

The Feeding of the 5,000

Matthew 14:16-21
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Welcome to Worship at Shepherd of the Desert
╬ Please stand as you are able when noted.

Prelude “Allegro from Trio Sonata VI In G Major BWV 530”       J S Bach

Words of Welcome and Ministry Moments         Pastor Daniel Defassio     

Confession and Forgiveness       
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  

endures forever.
C Amen.
A In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds, let us confess our 

sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

A God our strength,
C we confess that we are captive to the power of sin that dwells within us.

We put ourselves first and others last.
What we think will make us happy leaves us longing for more.
Even when we want to do what is good, we find ourselves doing the 
opposite.
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives, and raise us up day by day,
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

P Sisters and brothers, all have fallen short of the glory of God; therefore we are 
justified by God's grace as a gift.
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in † Christ Jesus, in whom we 
have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.

C Amen.
P Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship…

╬ Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body 
and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

1st Reading
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an ever-
lasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was a 
witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel.
Isaiah 55:1-5

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  

2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy?  Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  

3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting      
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and     
commander for the peoples.  5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know 
you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  

L     The Word of the Lord. C    Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
L 8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
C 9LORD, you are | good to all,
  and your compassion is over | all your works. R
L 14The Lord upholds all | those who fall

and lifts up those who | are bowed down.
C 15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD,
  and you give them their food | in due season.
L 16You open | wide your hand

and satisfy the desire of every | living thing.
C 17You are righteous in | all your ways
  and loving in | all your works. R
L 18You are near to all who | call upon you,

to all who call up- | on you faithfully.
C 19You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;
  you hear their | cry and save them.
L 20You watch over all | those who love you,

but all the wicked you | shall destroy.
C 21My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD;
  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever. R
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2nd Reading
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. 
He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s 
covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises.
Romans 9:1-5
1I am speaking the truth in Christ - I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit - 2I have 
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to 
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 
5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, 
God blessed forever. Amen.

L     The Word of the Lord. C    Thanks be to God. 

╬ Gospel Verse
P Alleluia. One does not live by | bread alone,                                       
C but by every word that comes from the | mouth of God. Alleluia. (Matt. 4:4)

P   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 14th Chapter.   C   Glory to you O God
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╬ Holy Gospel

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will 
not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles.
Matthew 14:13-21
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a boat 
to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured 
their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and 
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 
19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the    
disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of 
the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children.

P The Gospel of the Lord.      C   Praise to you O Christ

Sermon       Pastor Daniel Defassio

Exodus 3:16
16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your  
fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I am indeed 
concerned about you and what has been done to you in Egypt. 
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╬ Hymn "The Church of Christ, in Every Age"   ELW 729

All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense #A-705998
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╬ Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
        and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
        On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

     Prayers of the Gathered Community
   A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.
A brief silence.

   A You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church 
trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in your 
mercy,

   C hear our prayer.

   A Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for the 
well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation (local needs may be 
named). Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect 
forests from wildfires. Lord, in your mercy,

   C hear our prayer.

   A You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. 
Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do not 
know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy,

   C hear our prayer.
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    A You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender hearts 
who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing to those 
who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

    C hear our prayer.

    A You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation (name) such a welcoming heart, 
that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encoun-
ter. Lord, in your mercy,

    C hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

    A You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the 
heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

    C hear our prayer.

    P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

    C Amen.

╬ Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always
C And also with you.

Offering Prayer

A God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as     
the heavens.  Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.

C Amen.

╬ Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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╬ Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

╬ Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

╬ Eucharistic Prayer
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared
for us through Jesus Christ.

Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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╬ Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
         thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

         and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen. 

╬ Agnus Dei
L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C have mercy on us.
L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C have mercy on us.
L Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C grant us peace.

The Communion
Distribution - by continuous tables. All baptized Christians who believe Christ is truly present in the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion are welcome at Christ’s table at Shepherd of the Desert. Please follow the direc-
tions of the ushers as you come forward to the altar rail by the center aisle. You may kneel if you are able. Gluten 
Free wafer are available...let the Pastor know by raising your index finger when served. Once you have been 
served, you then may return to your seat by the side aisles. You may also share your offerings as you come     
forward for Holy Communion. Railing cloths are a reminder that area is reserved for the infirmed and handicapped.  
During this time of the COVID-19 Virus, only the host will be shared.  Lutherans historically believe you may     
receive both in one kind.  It is proper to extend your hands, palms up, one on the other as a “throne” and the host 
will be placed on it.

╬ Post Communion Prayer
A God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have   

been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly 
love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.

C Amen.
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╬ Benediction
P May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 

hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father,  † Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

╬ Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C Thanks be to God.

╬ Postlude “Fugue in C Major”               Dietrich Buxtehude

SHEPHERD OF THE DESERT LUTHERAN CHURCH
11025 N 111th Avenue, Sun City, Arizona 85351

Phone:  623.933.1359
     Fax:  623.933.1008

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Daniel R. Defassio
Organist: Dr. Lorraine Miller

Deacon: Chuck Hyland
Pastors in Residence: The Rev. Ed Aho

         The Rev. Art Goetz
               The Rev. Paul Nordeen 

Website:  www.shepherdofthedesertelca.org
   Email: Kristen: sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net

       or
                 Sue: shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net

A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION
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The Bible – Old Testament
Daily Devotions - Week 4

THEME: ABRAHAM:  BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING

DAILY DEVOTIONS

Remember to do your daily devotions. Remember the four parts of daily devotions. Remember to read 

slowly and prayerfully. To read slowly and prayerfully is more important than answering the questions which 

is also important. Have a “highlighter” to highlight primary verses. Be relaxed, Be open. Be unhurried. Be 

prayerful. Pray. Read. Write. Pray for others. The Lord’s Prayer. Let yourself be open to God’s voice  

speaking to your heart.

Day 1: Read Genesis 12. God’s Call To Abraham. Highlight 12:1-3. What did God promise to give 

Abraham?

Day 2: Read Genesis 13. Abraham and Lot. Highlight 13:15-16. How long will the land be theirs?

___________ How many descendants would Abraham have?

Day 3: Read Genesis 15. God’s Covenant with Abraham. Highlight 15:6. Quickly memorize 15:6. It’s easy. 

It will take you 30 seconds.

Day 4: Read Genesis 16 & 17. Hagar and Ishmael; Circumcision. Highlight 17:1, 9-13. 

What is Circumcision?

Day 5: Read Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7. A Son is Promised; The Birth of Isaac. Highlight 18:14; 21:6. How 

does Sarah react to the fact she will give birth to a son? Why?

Day 6: Read Genesis 18:16-33; 19:1-29. The Story of Sodom and Gomorrah. Highlight 18:19. Why did 

God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah?

Day 7: Read Genesis 22. God Commands Abraham to offer Isaac. Highlight 22:1, 12, 14, 17, 18. That’s 

several verses to highlight but make sure that you do it. These are all especially important verses. In this 

“test,” Abraham proved that he loved God more than his son, Isaac. Do you think parents can love their 

children more than God? Give examples.

        Discussion questions: Regarding Genesis 22 and Abraham loving God more than his child. Whom did your parents 

love more: you or God?  For your children… Whom do you love more?  What are some problems or dangers that 

develop if parents love their children more than God?


