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Executive Update
Sitting down to write this letter after one of the coldest February’s I can
remember, I am so grateful I have a warm home of my own, a good job and
healthy food to eat. A weather episode like that – that we’re still in as I write
this - is a reminder to me of how vulnerable life can be, but also how
interdependent we are. And that certainly is a reminder of why this work that
you help make possible is so incredibly important. 

Collectively, we’ve gone beyond identifying we have a problem. There is more
dialog than ever before about why our real estate market is out of reach and what can do about it. Thanks to you,
Homeword has been at the table, helping lead the conversation to find solutions that make our communities strong.
Your support helps us continue to undertake innovative projects and programs that build healthy places, hearts and
minds.

Homeword puts its weight of experience and enthusiasm into policy work because we know we can achieve the
vision of sustainable communities for all when we have the right tools in place. Over the past year, we’ve worked
closely with leaders in Missoula to help develop a comprehensive housing policy by participating on the Housing
Policy Steering Committee and Technical Working Groups. We are also active members of the Montana Housing
Coalition, which strives for a cohesive home creation policy in Montana. With early support from the Local
Government Interim Committee, we have two bills advancing through the legislature. Continue reading

 

Rent Wise in Missoula
Homeword is constantly increasing the reach of our housing, financial and
renter education and counseling programs. This past July, based on feedback
from our partners and clients, we decided to take our Rent Wise workshops
around Missoula, offering them onsite with our partner organizations to better
meet their clients’ needs.

The first classes booked almost immediately, and we are pleased to have
offered Rent Wise at the Poverello Center, UM’s Off-Campus Renter Center,

Salvation Army, Open Aid Alliance, WORD and Missoula Interfaith Collaborative. Of those who participated in Rent
Wise, 85% of them are living on 80% or less of the Area Median Income (approximately $45,050 annually for a two-
person family).

Rent Wise focuses on addressing credit as a barrier, teaching participants how credit is calculated and how to build
or repair it. They then discuss how to communicate their barriers to prospective landlords to increase their success
in renting. Free one-on-one renter counseling is also available.

"This past fall The Salvation Army had the privilege of hosting the Homeword traveling Rent Wise class. I got a
chance to interact with the participants in the beginning, during, and at the end of the class. I heard nothing but
positive feedback from those that attended, in fact I had one individual who attended say that he had no idea that
learning about money could be so much fun. That seems to be a clear testimony of how awesome Katie is and that
she has her attendees sitting on the edge of their seats eager to learn! I sure hope we can host again in the future.
 What an incredibly valuable training for our guests and our community. Thanks Homeword for all you do in our
community to keep our families housed and educated." - Julie Clark

3 Montana Street Homes Still Available
Three of these six homeownership opportunities in Missoula are still available,
including the one-bedroom home.

Construction is underway and expected to be completed this Spring.

These small homes are a great alternative to renting. Located near shops and
services with a quick trip to downtown, the Montana Street homes are
furnished from bedding to silverware.

People living on up to 80% of the area median income (about $15 per hour for
a one-person household) can purchase these homes.

Visit the Montana Street Homes webpage for eligibility requirements, applications, site plans and more.

Starner Gardens - Homes Billings Seniors can
Afford
 Starner Gardens, a partnership project with Seattle-based GMD
Development, will provide 136 homes that the Seniors residing in Billings can
afford to rent.  

Starner Gardens consists of 1 three-story main building and 8 two-story
cottage style buildings. There will be a community room, fitness center and
library located on the property, along with an outdoor walking path and patio
for the residents to enjoy the outdoors in the warmer months.  

Construction on Starner Gardens started in Fall 2018 and the vertical framing
is well on its way. Construction is expected to be complete in 2020.  

Leasing is anticipated for late Fall 2019. Call 406.534.8800 to learn more and
request to be on the interest list.

Homeword in the Media 
We've been busy this quarter and many of our efforts have received
media coverage.

Homeword Programs

ABC Fox Montana 01/31/19 coverage of Rent Wise
KTMF 02/01/19 coverage of Project Community Connect
Missoula Current 02/27/19 coverage of partnership with MoFi
and Marriott

Missoula Real Estate Market (Andrea participated as a panelist)

Missoulian 02/01/19 coverage of BBER Economic Summit
Missoulian 01/11/19 coverage of City Club Panel 
Missoula Current 01/11/19 coverage of City Club Panel

Montana Street Homes

Missoula Current 01/24/19
Missoula Current 02/24/19
KPAX 01/25/19

Montana Legislative Efforts

Missoula Current 01/23/19

Whitefish Approval of 38 Homes Workers Can Afford

Whitefish Pilot

Share your Success Story
Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client that you'd
like to share? We want to hear from you!

Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home ReSource in
Missoula.

Invest in Montanans
Your gift will empower Montanans!

- $20 provides materials for financial fitness participants

- $50 helps people access free personalized homebuyer, financial or renter
counseling

- $250 helps create homes Montanans can afford

Empower Montanans with your gift of any amount. And if you want to spread your giving throughout the
year, monthly giving is an easy option that has a great impact in your community.

Does your company match your giving? Let them know you gave to Homeword and make your dollars go
farther!

You may also choose to name Homeword in your will to establish a legacy gift that will be invested into creating
sustainable communities long into the future.

  Thanks, Sponsors and Funders, for empowering Montanans!

 

Upcoming Events

March 2 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
March 8 - International Women's Day (Office Closed)
March 14 - Rent Wise Workshop (Free - Hosted at Missoula Food Bank)
March 23 - Homebuyer Education Class
April 9 - Board of Director's Meeting 
April 9 to 11 - Homebuyer Education Class
April 20 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
April 22 - Earth Day (Office Closed)
May 7 to 9 - Homebuyer Education Class
May 18 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
May 27 - Memorial Day (Office Closed)

Our Mission
Homeword uses sustainable methods to provide safe, healthy homes people
can afford and strengthens community through housing counseling and
education for those most in need.

 


