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Executive Update
My heart is full thinking about all the people who make this work possible and
the impact they have daily in the lives of thousands of Montanans.

I am grateful for the opportunity to work in a field where I know my efforts
make a difference.

The staff and Board of Homeword, the people who support us and those who
participate with us are community heroes. 

As 2018 ends, we celebrate Brendan’s wide-spread contributions and recognize his passion for helping people
smartly buy their first home. We wish Brendan and Chester all the best in their next adventure and welcome new
members to the Homeword family.

We also acknowledge the contributions of many in our 2018 Annual Report.

Thank you for all you do improve the lives of Montana workers, seniors, Veterans and children.

Wishing you a healthy and abundant 2019!

Annual Report 2018
Thanks to you, parents like Tiffany were empowered to change their financial
futures and homes Montanans can afford are strengthening communities and
our economy.

Click here to view the report.

Welcome New Board Members
Bryan Flaherty

Bryan is a 3rd generation real estate broker and owner of Flaherty, Inc. Real
Estate, with 45+ years as a real estate broker and 25+ years as a real estate
appraiser in Montana. He is also a right of way consultant for highways,
streets, parks, gas and power distribution and transmission projects across
Western Montana.

Bryan was a charter member of the Neighborhood Housing Services of Great
Falls and Commissioner for both the Missoula and Great Falls Housing
Authorities. He holds Realtor Emeritus status with the National Association of
Realtors and maintains an active practice in Missoula.

“I was raised in the real estate industry, and constantly reminded housing is
the second most important facet of life, behind food and ahead of clothing.”

 

Cola Rowley

Nicole “Cola” Rowley is a County Commissioner for Missoula County,
Montana. She holds a BS in Biology and a PhD in Pharmacology and
Toxicology.

After spending some time in research she transitioned to public service,
working as a child health and nutrition manager and then as an environmental
health specialist while teaching at the local college.

She was elected to her first term in 2014. During her time in office, Cola has
worked to bring evidence-based programming into local government. Her
belief in data-driven policy decisions has started the process of reevaluating
how Missoula County conducts enterprise-wide operations. She looks forward
to furthering these initiatives throughout her career in office to ensure the

county is efficient, productive and responsive to residents.

Program Impact FY18

Farewell to Brendan Moles
Brendan Moles, our longtime Homebuyer Educator, is retiring at the end of the
year.

Brendan has dedicated the last 21+ years to helping people navigate their
home choices. The last 8 years, he and Chester have been at Homeword
teaching the Get Ready for HomeOwnership class and providing personalized
homebuyer and foreclosure counseling.

It goes without saying that Brendan will be greatly missed. His genuine care
for our clients and their success has been invaluable to Homeword and the community overall. His work has
changed the course of thousands of lives in the Missoula area.

Classes and the office just won’t be the same without Brendan's passion and Chester’s calming presence.

Even though we will miss them greatly, we are also so excited to see what happens next for Brendan and Chester!

"It's been an honor and a great pleasure to be a part of this phenomenal organization. I have thoroughly enjoyed
being able to share my knowledge and enthusiasm to help community members achieve their dreams of becoming
successful homeowners. Chester asked me to share his appreciation for the opportunity to have greeted so many
and enjoyed their loving attention. He will miss all the belly rubs and treats, but is looking forward to our next
adventure."

Welcome Julie Pavlish
We are thrilled to welcome Julie Pavlish as our next Homebuyer Educator.
Julie comes to us from the University of Montana, where she worked with both
the Financial Education Program and several programs under the Accelerate
Montana umbrella.

Through these she focused on helping students understand the long term
financial impacts of their educational choices, along with furthering a broader
economic development mission in Montana. She has a thorough

understanding of student loans and the importance of this position that coaches people through the homebuying
process.

Julie will be working with Brendan until he retires at the end of the year so that she can confidently move forward as
a champion of those who dream of owning their own home.

Julie has a tremendous amount of passion for the work we do and we're excited for her to be a part of the
Homeword team. She says, "I am looking forward to being part of the team helping our community members
understand the process of finding the right house for their families and their financial lives - so they can focus on the
important job of making those houses homes." 

Please join us in welcoming Julie!

Montana Street Homes Lottery December 21
These six homeownership opportunities in Missoula are available for just a
few more weeks.

Application review has begun for the Montana Street Homes in Missoula. 

On December 21, 2018 we will hold a lottery of all complete and eligible
applications. Applicants will be ranked in the order they are drawn from the
lottery.

Complete applications received after December 21, 2018 will be added to the
list based on the date the complete application is received and eligibility confirmed.

Visit the Montana Street Homes webpage for eligibility requirements, applications, site plans and more.

Host an Online Holiday Fundraiser 
Invite Others to Join You in Empowering Montanans like Kathleen

Host an online holiday fundraiser for Homeword and invite your friends and
family to support you. They can give online, text to donate or send us a check.
Campaign progress is updated in real time.

How it Works

1. Think of an activity you'd like to use as a platform to raise money for
Homeword (holiday giving, special event, birthday, anniversary, etc.).

2. Click here to share our campaign to support Montanans like Kathleen. Or
contact Jessica Burson at 406.532.4663 ext.16 or jessica@homeword.org to
request a customized campaign. 

3. Share the campaign link with family and friends via text, email or social
media.

4. Give updates during your campaign, encouraging people to help you reach your campaign goal.

5. Thank your supporters (we'll thank them, too!) and celebrate how you've empowered Montanans.

Share your Success Story
Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client that you'd
like to share? We want to hear from you!

Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home ReSource in
Missoula.

Invest in Montanans
Your gift will empower Montanans!

- $20 provides materials for financial literacy participants

- $50 helps people access free personalized homebuyer, financial or renter
counseling

- $250 helps advocate for stronger home-creation policy

Empower Montanans with your gift of any amount. And if you want to spread your giving throughout the
year, monthly giving is an easy option that has a great impact in your community.

Does your company match your giving? Let them know you gave to Homeword and make your dollars go
farther!

You may also choose to name Homeword in your will to establish a legacy gift that will be invested into creating
sustainable communities long into the future.

  Thanks, Sponsors and Funders, for empowering Montanans!

 

Upcoming Events

December 5 - Holiday Open House
December 7 - Board of Director's Meeting 
December 8 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
December 13 - Rent Wise Workshop (Free - Hosted at Open Aid Alliance)
December 13 - Brendan Moles' Retirement Party
December 24-25 - Christmas Holiday (Office Closed)
December 31-January 1 - New Year's Holiday (Office Closed)
January 2 - Office Clean Day (Office Closed)
January 21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Office Closed)
February 18 - Presidents' Day (Office Closed)
February 26 - Board of Director's Meeting 

Our Mission
Homeword uses sustainable methods to provide safe, healthy homes people
can afford and strengthens community through housing counseling and
education for those most in need.

 


