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Together we can touch more lives. Save more lives. And improve more lives.

Our Strategic  
Areas of Focus

Dear Friends of Mercy,

From the bottom of our hearts, we’d like to thank you for your continued support of Mercy Health Foundation. Your 
dedication and generosity allow Mercy’s mission to be lived out across the Mountain View community. You also have 
helped Mercy Health Foundation navigate life’s changes and challenges with enthusiasm for what tomorrow holds.

In July 2019, I was diagnosed with triple negative breast cancer. Over the last 15 years, I have been blessed to share with 
hundreds of families what it means to our patients to have cancer care and diagnostic testing close to home. If it wasn’t  
for advanced technology like 3D mammography, my outcome might have been incredibly different. Currently, Mercy  
St. Francis Hospital does not offer 3D mammography services. We invite you to consider joining us in helping provide 
this lifesaving technology to our patients.

Because of you, we have been able to make a positive impact on the health of our community. Thank you again for your 
investment in Mercy and for entrusting us with your family’s care. 

With heartfelt gratitude,

Karen Simpson-Neasby 
Executive Director

access &  
assistance

innovative 
care

Your Gifts at Work

Our Funding Priorities

3D Mammography 
The fact that early detection leads to better clinical outcomes is well known. Less understood is 
the critical importance of accuracy in those early stages when cancer growth is likely to be  
small and more difficult to observe and analyze. The most advanced breast cancer screening 
technology currently available is 3D mammography. This method combines multiple images to 
provide physicians with the best possible information to identify and assess a cancer threat –  
even when no other signs or symptoms are manifesting.

Area of Greatest Need  
Whether it be equipment or program support, the area of greatest need helps support our 
patients and our hospital wherever and however they need it.

Helping Hands Fund 
Following the legacy of Catherine McAuley, the Sisters of Mercy, Sister M. Cornelia Blasko and the 
Daughters of St. Francis, support is available to patients for prescription assistance, transportation 
assistance and other basic medical needs. 

Because of generous donations and continued support from donors like you,  
below are some of the programs and services that were funded in fiscal year 2020:

Capital and Equipment - $201,815

Grants - $131,212

Charity Care / Patient Assisstance - $7,363

Area of Greatest Need - $6,502

Emergency Response Fund - $5,433

Total: 
$352,325



A Life Well Lived 
Remembering Sister Cornelia Blasko
Mercy St. Francis Hospital was blessed to be under the faithful leadership  
of Sister M. Cornelia Blasko for 42 years. Sister Cornelia’s tenure as hospital  
administrator will forever be imprinted on the lives of our co-workers, patients 
and the entire Mountain View community.

“She will be remembered for the legacy she left here at Mercy St. Francis  
Hospital and the community of Mountain View,” said Cindy Weatherford,  
administrator at Mercy St. Francis Hospital. “While we are saddened by this 
loss, we are also thankful to know that she is now safely in the arms of her Lord, 
whom she spent her life serving.”

In November 2012, at the age of 87, Sister Cornelia was transported by  
helicopter from Mountain View to a nursing home in Illinois, operated by the 
Daughters of St. Francis. As she left the hospital, co-workers lined the hallways 
to wave goodbye and wish her well. 

“We knew she continued to pray for us,” Weatherford said. “We could feel her 
prayers and have continued to be guided by her presence from afar.”

Sister Cornelia first arrived in Mountain View with five other Daughters of  
St. Francis after receiving a letter from the local priest asking them to help  
reopen a hospital that had been closed for four years. They accepted the  
challenge and traveled by bus from Lacon, Illinois, with all their possessions.  
The bus dropped them off in the middle of town and the six sisters trekked up 
the hill through the weeds to discover the enormous responsibility they had  
just accepted.

Sister Cornelia recalled sleeping on the floor for the first few months and living 
mostly off apples from the tree outside the hospital. After a month of scrubbing, 
waxing, painting and sterilizing, the “new” St. Francis Hospital was open. Sister 
Cornelia served as the hospital’s administrator for the next four decades while 
the hospital and community continued to grow.

In 1998 when the Sisters of Mercy partnered with St. Francis Hospital, Sister 
Cornelia began working as the mission integration coordinator, serving God and 
the residents of South Central Missouri.

“We will continue to live out Sister Cornelia’s legacy of serving those in need,” 
Weatherford said. “And we are comforted by the presence of her dear Sisters 
who still serve alongside us today—Sister Seraphia Matova and Sister Rudophia 
Petrikova.”

Sister Cornelia faithfully 
served as administrator of 
Mercy St. Francis Hospital 

for 42 years. Her legacy  
of service will live on 

 for generations.

Bringing  
High-Tech  
Health Care to 
Rural America
Grant Helps Connect  
Rural Communities with  
Primary and Specialty 
Care Providers
For the fourth time, the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 
awarded Mercy a substantial grant that 
will provide greater access to health care 
in some of 
Mercy’s rural 
communities 
in Arkansas, 
Kansas, 
Missouri and 
Oklahoma.

Thanks to the 
$496,349 
USDA 
Distance 
Learning and 
Telemedicine 
Grant, Mercy 
Virtual will 
implement a project that will bring 
hospitalists, emergency care, stroke and 
neurology services to rural communities 
that have limited access to health care. 
This advanced technology will benefit 
more than 210,000 residents in nine 
communities including Berryville, Paris 
and Waldron, Arkansas; Columbus, 
Kansas; Aurora, Cassville and Mountain 
View, Missouri; and Healdton and 
Kingfisher, Oklahoma.

“Almost half of the communities Mercy 
serves are located in remote rural areas,” 
said Mark Saxon, vice president of clinical 
operations for Mercy Virtual. “These 
residents don’t have access to the level of 
care found in larger cities, and in some of 
these communities, they have no medical 
care. This grant will allow us to install 
video equipment that will provide access 
to hundreds of Mercy medical specialists 
and even greater access to primary care.”

(Continued on back page)

A grant from USDA is paving  
the way to bring virtual care  
services to some of Mercy’s  
rural communities.



For more  
information,  
visit us online at  
mercyhealth 
foundation.net/
stfrancis
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Our Mission 
As the Sisters of Mercy before us, we bring to life  
the healing ministry of Jesus through our  
compassionate care and exceptional service.

Our Purpose 
Through collaborative partnerships, Mercy Health Foundation 
impacts the flourishing of our communities by inviting into our 
ministry those who have a passion to improve quality of life 
and make care accessible for all.

High Tech Care Continued from page 3

“If you live in a small community and you have a stroke, you sometimes have to travel 50 to 100 
miles one way to the nearest urban area to see physicians highly trained in stroke care,” said  
Dr. Gavin Helton, Mercy Virtual’s senior vice president of population health. “Specialized 
physicians live and practice in highly populated areas. Many rural communities don’t have the 
luxury or the resources to provide this level of care. But with the use of high-tech, powerful 
cameras providing live video, someone in Healdton, Oklahoma, can be virtually seen by a Mercy 
doctor hundreds of miles away.”

The USDA grant is specifically designed to improve rural access to health care. In 2011, 
the USDA awarded Mercy a $495,926 telemedicine grant for a three-year project that 
provided medical care to 900 people in some of the nation’s most hard-to-reach rural 
areas. Targeting patients with the most chronic ailments including diabetes, heart 
disease and respiratory disease, Mercy’s first grant provided monitoring devices so 
patients could electronically transmit results directly to their physician from home via 
computer or telephone line. The second grant, totaling $500,000, provided telemedicine 
access to 12 hospitals in rural areas, and a third $382,748 grant targeted three school 
districts, six medical clinics and one critical access hospital.

Mercy Virtual, the driver behind the telemedicine projects, creatively combines people 
and technology to extend Mercy’s reach and services well beyond the walls of doctors’ 
offices, hospital campuses and other traditional facilities. By studying the impact of new 
approaches and then putting new technologies to the test, Mercy ultimately hopes to 
provide better care through more convenient and lower-cost locations.

 
210,000 
patients

Thanks to a grant  
from USDA, Mercy is 

bringing virtual care to

across  
four states
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$225,000+
Mercy St. Francis Hospital Auxiliary

$80,000 - $100,000
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health 
Resources & Services Administration Federal Office of 
Rural Health Policy

$45,000 - $79,999
USDA Rural Development Office

$5,000 and below
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Ms. Jayna L. Williams

Ms. Mary Jo Woodruff

Ms. Tina D. Woodyard

Ms. Norma J. Woolford

Yarber Mortuary

Mr. Gary and Mrs. Carla Yarber

Ms. Brianne N. Yardley



Community Supports  
Mercy During Pandemic
A Look at the Generosity of the Mountain View 
Community Amid COVID-19 

St. Francis | FY20
mercyhealthfoundation.net/stfrancis

Nearly $4,500 was donated 
to the Emergency Response 
Fund, established to help 
co-workers in Mountain View.

Over 100 cloth face masks 
were made and donated by 
local seamstresses to keep 
our patients and non-clinical 
co-workers safe.

More than 500 meals and 
snacks were provided by AMN 
Healthcare, Bootleggers BBQ, 
West Plains Bank and Trust, 
Viandel Vineyard, Simmons 
Bank, Godfather’s Pizza, Little 
Caesar’s and Subway.

Few of us had heard the words coronavirus or COVID-19 prior to  
this year. We very quickly learned the breadth, depth and severity 
of this virus. At Mercy St. Francis, our commitment to providing 
exceptional health care is stronger than ever. So is the generosity  
of our community.

We would like to thank our community partners for their gifts and  
their continued support of Mercy Health Foundation St. Francis. 
Because of you, we raised over $4,000 in monetary gifts, as well  
as $2,372 for our Emergency Response Fund.

To learn more about Mercy Health Foundation  
St. Francis, scan the QR code at right or visit  
mercyhealthfoundation.net/stfrancis
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