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CHRISTINE CHUNGBY
christine.chung@newsday.com

Over the next three days,
18-year-old Zoey Kohler will
fulfill her lifelong dream to
visit New York City for the
holidays.

The teen, who has been di-
agnosed with terminal can-
cer, arrived yesterday morn-
ing at Republic Airport in
East Farmingdale with her
mother, best friend and
grandmother. Kohler will ex-
plore the Big Apple’s finest
holiday highlights, including
browsing bright window dis-

plays on Fifth Avenue, skat-
ing at Rockefeller Center and
indulging in hot chocolate at
Max Brenner.

It’s not the first time

Kohler, an Ohio resident, has
been to New York, but it may
be one of the last times, her
family said. She has a rare
and aggressive type of pedi-
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Terminally ill teen
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Zoey Kohler, center, greets Talon Air President and CEO Adam
Katz, with her best friend Jessica Toth, 19, at Republic Airport.
Above, the two friends enjoy the chartered plane.
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Sen. Carl Marcellino has won
re-election in the 5th Senate Dis-
trict after a count of nearly
12,000paper ballots, electionoffi-
cials and party leaders con-
firmed yesterday.

Marcellino (R-Syosset) has
an insurmountable 1,534-vote
lead over Democrat James
Gaughran of Huntington with
about 500 objected absentee
and affidavit ballots left to be
counted, election officials said.

Marcellino is expected to be
certified as the winner today,
ending the final disputed
statewide race of the 2016 elec-
tion season.

Marcellino, who has repre-
sented the district that includes
parts of Nassau and Suffolk
counties since 1995, said in a
statement Saturday that he is
“honored and humbled” to be
re-elected.

On Election Day, Marcellino,
the chairman of the Senate Edu-
cation Committee, had a
2,425-vote lead over Gaughran,
who serves as chairman of the
Suffolk CountyWaterAuthority.

While the paper ballot count
narrowed the margin, Nassau
Democratic Party chairman Jay
Jacobs concedes that Gaughran
had only “an outside chance to
overtake Marcellino.”

Ballot-counting in the 5th Dis-
trict began last week after offi-
cials certified Democrat John
Brooks (D-Seaford) as the win-
ner in the disputed 8th District
race over incumbent Michael
Venditto (R-Massapequa).

Jacobs said it took election of-

ficials less than two days to
complete their work in the 5th
District while Republicans “de-
layed” the count in the 8th Dis-
trict for five weeks.

Brooks’ win gave Democrats a
numericalmajority in the 63-seat
Senate. But Senate Republicans
continue toholdpower,withcon-
servative Democratic Sen. Sim-
cha Felder of Brooklyn caucus-
ingwith theGOP.

In addition, the seven-mem-
ber Independent Democratic
Conference, which in the past
has had a power-sharing ar-
rangement with Senate Republi-
cans, is expected to work with
the GOP again to form a work-
ing majority in 2017.

“We once again have a major-
ity of Democrats in the cham-
ber, yet Republicans are able to
seize power through smoke
and mirrors,” Senate Demo-
cratic spokesman Mike Mur-
phy said yesterday.

Senate Republican
spokesman Scott Reif said Sat-
urday that the party would now
turn its attention to job cre-
ation, school funding and
statewide quality-of-life issues.

“Now that the absentee bal-
lots have been counted and Sen-
ator Marcellino has been re-
elected, it’s time to focus on
governing and doing the peo-
ple’s business,” Reif said.
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Marcellino wins
after ballot count

Carl Marcellino will continue to represent the 5th Senate District.
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atric cancer called desmo-
plastic small round cell
tumor.

Admittedly, things haven’t
been easy, but the support of
her family, friends and other
well-wishers has “meant a
lot,” Kohler said. “Even
though it’s hard, you can
push through,” she added.

She and her family flew
from Akron, Ohio, to Re-
public Airport in a
Beechcraft King Air 300, a
luxury twin-engine turbo-
prop plane. Talon Air, a pri-
vate charter flight provider
based at the airport, part-
nered with a Farmingdale-
based nonprofit called Pa-
tient Airlift Services to
grant Kohler’s wish. PALs
arranges free air transporta-
tion through a volunteer
pilot network for veterans
and for patients.

Eileen Minogue, a co-
founder and the nonprofit’s
executive director, said that
sometimes it was “more
than just a flight” — it was
about compassion.

“We can’t change her diag-
nosis, but we can help her
along the way,” Minogue
said

Talon Air paid for the
flight, which company
founder Adam Katz esti-
mated at $25,000.

“The least I can do is help
her andmaybe make a mem-
ory,” Katz, of Old Westbury,
said. “It is someone’s life.”

Upon disembarking,

Kohler, petite and clad in a
purple puffer jacket, said
that the 90-minute flight
had been really nice, and
that she was glad to be
back in New York in better
spirits.

After being diagnosed
with cancer two years ago,
she was in the city last year
for surgery at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Cen-
ter. In September of this
year, a CT scan revealed that
Kohler’s cancer was back,
said her mother, Manuela
Kohler. After this news, her
daughter took a leave of ab-
sence from college, where
she was studying medicine
in the hopes of becoming a
surgeon.

“This most likely will be
her last Christmas,” said
Manuela Kohler. “This is the
bucket list, pretty much.”

Despite the circum-
stances, Zoey Kohler main-
tains a smile. Her friend Jes-
sica Toth, 19, said that this is
who Zoey is: someone who
puts others first, always
with a smile.

“She inspires me so
much,” Toth, also of Ohio,
said. “She is the strongest
person I know.”

After the holidays, Kohler
said she was hoping to cross
another item off her bucket
list: glimpsing the Northern
Lights, potentially in Ice-
land.

“It’s something not a lot of
people get to do,” Kohler said.

VALERIE BAUMANBY
valerie.bauman@newsday.com

Huntington Hospital has
completed its new $53 million
emergency room, designed to
increase efficiency and quickly
get patients in front of doctors
when it opens Jan. 3.

At 28,000 square feet, the
new facility is more than dou-
ble the current emergency
room’s 12,000-square-foot
space. It took about 26 months
to build, hospital officials an-
nounced Wednesday.

The emergency department
will be able to handle as many
as 64,000 patients a year in the
bigger space: 10,000 more than
the current capacity.

The new facility will change
the way Huntington Hospital
serves emergency patients
through a new admissions and
treatment process designed to
save patients time and get them
in front of doctors sooner, said
Dr. Gerard X. Brogan Jr., the
hospital’s executive director
and emergency room physician
for 28 years.

Brogan said the difference
will be noticeable as soon as pa-
tients walk through the door.
The new emergency depart-
ment will have four intake
areas to help get people into
the system faster by avoiding
registration bottlenecks and re-
dundant questions.

Currently, patients in the
emergency room start with a
triage nurse who takes down a
lot of information that the pa-
tient is often later asked to re-
peat several times, including
the reason for the visit and past
medical history.

In the new facility, the pa-
tient’s first point of contact will
briefly screen for the reason for
the visit, and determine if there
is an infectious or life-threaten-
ing situation. The patient is
then immediately sent to intake.

“The main difference is . . .
when you’re giving that initial
history of why you’re there,
you’re doing it with the nurse,

as well as the physician or
physician assistant team,” Bro-
gan said. “Within a minute or
two of your arrival, you’ve
made contact with a medical
provider, and you’re giving
your information once to the
entire team at the same time.”

Any needed blood work is
drawn on the spot and sent im-
mediately for analysis, Brogan
said, and patients needing X-
rays are entered into the line
for imaging right away, con-
tributing to a faster, more
streamlined experience.

The new emergency center
also will have dedicated special-
ist areas for ob/gyn, behavioral
health, trauma, radiology and
pediatric patients. It will use
new CT scan technology that
delivers significantly lower
doses of radiation than older
machines.

Huntington Hospital re-
ceived about $3.7 million in do-
nations for the new emergency
department, including $2 mil-
lion from former New York Is-
landers star Clark Gillies, with
the rest funded through
20-year bonds, Brogan said.

The old emergency building
will be converted into an obser-
vational unit where the hospi-
tal will care for patients who
don’t need traditional emer-
gency treatment and may re-
quire a longer stay, such as peo-
ple experiencing chest pains or
seizures. Those renovations are
not expected to start until mid-
to late 2017, Brogan said.

Huntington Hospital is part
of Northwell Health, formerly
North Shore-LIJ Health Sys-
tem, which has a network of 21
hospitals and more than 500
outpatient practices.

LONG ISLAND

Former Islanders star Clark Gillies was a major donor to the project.

] Huntington facility’s
$53M ER to open on Jan. 3

] Goal is to get people
in front of doctors efficiently
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Zoey Kohler, left, traveled with her mother, Manuela Kohler
— pictured at a prom event in Cleveland — grandmother
and best friend. ] Video: newsday.com/eastfarmingdale
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Hospital to change
patient experience

Huntington Hospital’s new ER has a low-dose CT scanner.
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