
 

APRIL 2021 

Beemer  zeitung 

CAT 1  
 

MOTOGP @ CIRCUIT OF THE AMERICAS 
3 GUYS DREAMING 

 
Contributed by BILL MCGANNON 

  



BMWDFW Tech Day 

10am to 4 pm 

Sunday, 16 May, 2021 

Hosted at Cycle Center/BMW Motorcycles of Denton 

521 Acme St, Denton, TX 76205 

You read that right!  Tech Day in the Denton’s dealership’s professional shop! 

15% OFF Service Parts and Liquids or 15% Off Service & Labor

Unprecedented Amount of Expertise 

Bring your own tools and do the work or check the bike in for service.   

 

Lunch Will be Served 

Lunch will be available for a small donation, too.  Be sure to RSVP at the 

Calendar event (click here then scroll to the bottom to RSVP).  We need to know 

how much to bring.  This will give you all the information on the event, too. 
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Last month we had completed Day 7 of our journey in 
Mexico and had serendipitously met up with Toshi & 
Heike travel-

ing around the world vis a vis sidecar rig, as Heike 
had become virtually paraplegic due to a vicious dis-
ease. 

 Days 8-9 – Brought us to Guatemala 
 
The 
border 
cross-
ing 
into 
Guate-
mala was uneventful but took time as we had to get 
our deposit back as we left Mexico. In Guatemala, 
we actually got a sticker (only country so far) to at-
tach to the windscreen that shows the bike is legal 
to ride in the country. 

The terrain immediately changed considerably as we were  surrounded by mountains. It is very beauti-
ful, but the level of GDP compared to Mexico is also obviously lower as it is a much poorer country. Once 
we rode away from the beaten path and visited places the majority of tourists do not. It was a day of con-
stant ups and downs with amazing photo opportunities. 

We had the opportunity of stopping in a small rural village with about 5 houses and interacted with a 
local family. Bo took out his drone which was a hit and brought a number of curious people to the street 
to see it hover and film everyone. 

In one of the nights we were able to see from our 
hotel room, two of the main features that the coun-
try is known for: lakes and volcanoes. The view 
was magnificent with a lake (Amatitlan) sur-
rounded by a town and with a number of volcanoes 
(Water, Fire, Acatenango) on the background. 

Decided to go down to see the lake and on the way 
up went on some heavy-duty off-roads up the hill 
at night in the way back but that is a story for an-
other day with some beers. Let’s just say there 
was some panel beating of panniers the next 

(Continued on page 4) 

Armando Almeida 
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morning. 

Day 10 – El Salvador   
 

The road to the border is in very good condition and our 
intention was to do El Salvador in one day. But as we have 
started to learn the process in these Central American 
countries, borders are not very simple and can take hours 
to get through. The biggest time consumer is at customs 
where we have to get the temporary importation authori-
zation for the motorcycles. They have to fill in the same 
information multiple times on many different forms. 

Immediately upon entering we were impressed by the American influence in the country. The large 
American commercial brand names are very well represented, and we stopped in a food court type of 
place where we had the Burger King whopper and I also had a strawberry milkshake from Boston Com-
pany. 

All the roads we travelled in El Salvador were in great condition and in general we found the country in 
better condition than we expected. We also liked the quite friendly people who are also very humble. At 
the border, our exit from the country was quite painless, however, there we met the most pushy 
“enablers” so far on this trip. They kept saying we needed them as the process in Honduras would be 
very difficult. We ignored them. 

In every country we go through we look for a young boy to surprise. Bo has brought with him 12 soccer 
balls and the idea is to speak to the young man and in a random act of kindness by the 3 amigos on mo-
torcycles, we offer him one of these balls. It is always one of the highlights of the day and today we made 
a young man and his sister very happy. 

Day 11 – Honduras   
 
As we arrived at the Honduras border we were able to park 
the bikes very close to the immigration and customs build-
ing and, lucky for us, in the shade. The immigration process 
was very fast and uneventful but the customs was a night-

mare. I am sure 
someone defines 
the most complex 
process they can think of and then they give it to 10 other peo-
ple to make it even more complex and that is what becomes the 
final process. 

We traveled fine through Honduras, on a much better than ex-
pected road and as we were nearing lunch time we looked for a 
place to eat. We were close to the capital Choluteca and just 
outside town we saw this beautiful hotel where we stopped and 
had an excellent meal. We were the only people there and had 
the fortune of seeing a number of iguanas that roamed the 
grounds. The iguanas mating on a coconut tree was one of the 
most interesting sights we have photographed so far. And the 

JOURNEY(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 



5 

people were friendly, sympathetic and empathetic to 
strangers. 

 
Day 12 - Nicaragua 
 

After a number of hours riding, we arrived at the border. 
Leaving Honduras was lengthy (a slow and drawn out 
process) but straight forward. But - the first interaction 
we had with Nicaraguans was at the fumigation station. This is another part of the process at some bor-
ders where they spray your vehicle with some type of chemical. Of course you have to pay something and 
wait in line for them to enter info about your bike, sign in triplicate and give you a paper. During this 
process I asked the guy in the office if he could throw away some unnecessary papers I had with me. He 
looked at me and said no. I just stood there, speechless. That had never happened to me before. I turned 
around and thought, “this will not be an easy country to visit.” There were other occasions where my 
overall feeling was that they were by far the most aggressive and abrasive people of all the countries we 
had travelled so far. They were also the poorest. Needless to say we rode much more attentively to 
things happening around us. 
The process through the border was complex and slow and the officers were in general not courteous. 

It was the only country where we had to open every single bag for inspection and no, we could not park 
the bikes in the shade while we did this. And yes, we were told numerous times, the process has to be 
done between an officer and the specific individual so no, I was not allowed to give the documents of Bo 
and Dave to the officer even though they were standing just next to me. They had to hand them them-
selves. Bottom line, we spent another 2 hours, had one more process than other borders so far. It in-
volved getting insurance for the bikes. We left the border with about one hour of sun left in the day. 

Riding the road just after the border was very different later on when we got to  Managua (the capital). 
In this northern part of the country, people live in very bad conditions (by far the worst we encountered). 
There are no houses and they live in shacks made from zinc or even pieces of trees. It felt similar to rid-
ing through the poorest areas of Africa. In other countries in Central America there are buses, and taxis 
as well as motorcyclists that take people around. Here there are only bicycles that have been fitted with 
some type of a seat where the rider can take a passenger. When we passed, people stopped doing what-

ever they were doing and watched us. 
We usually waved to say hello, but got 
few responses. 

We arrived at our hotel after dark and 
were able to put our bikes in the safety 
of a closed parking lot. We requested the 
staff to prepare food at the hotel and/or 
order from restaurants nearby, not feel-
ing comfortable leaving the hotel, which  
was very nice and the WiFi speed was 
good. Three staff ladies helped us choose 
our food and made it themselves in the 
hotel. It was very tasty, and the beer 
helped us relax of a long and eventful 
day. 

(Continued on  page 6) 

JOURNEY(Continued from page 4) 
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JOURNEY(continued from page 5) 

 
After our long day at the border entering Nicaragua, we felt it would be wise to leave early as we still 
had many miles to travel, getting to Managua and also to exit the country. As we approached Managua, 
things changed radically and we could not believe our eyes. There were nice houses along the sides of the 
road, and a lot of activity happening with cars, buses, taxis, motorcycles and people all around. The qual-
ity and size of gas stations improved considerably, and we felt we were in a different country. There is 
clearly a major difference between rural and populous areas of Nicaragua. Much more than any other 
country we had been seen. 

 
Day 13 – Costa Rica 
 
Leaving Nicaragua was a long process with a new twist which was authorization from the police to leave 
the country. They took our passports away and we had to wait for about 20 minutes at which time they  
came back and said everything was ok. After 90 minutes (new record to leave a country) we moved to-
ward Costa Rica and here we had to do immigration (easy), customs (long as usual) and buy insurance 
(also long process). Eventually we made it out and had one hour of riding time before the sun set so we 
opted to stay in Liberia, Costa Rica at a very nice hotel called Villa Hermosa. Here we were able to 
interact with Costa Rican people and we liked them a lot. In this specific case the hotel belonged to a 
family that worked together (Dad constructed it, Mom cooked, and son managed it) to make our stay 
very nice. For dinner we had a Mom-cooked meal and there was a selection of different breakfast meals. 
One of my favorite things during this stay was to sit on a swing while stroking Tiara, the resident dog 
and catch up on what was going on in the world via the internet while sipping a beer. 

Riding in Costa Rica was a true pleas-
ure. The vegetation was so varied and 
we were constantly surrounded by beau-
tiful mountains including some volca-
noes. Our first stop was at Jaco beach, 
which is described as a beautiful, ener-
getic beach town known for its carefree 

party atmosphere. We arrived quite early for 
the party going crowd so we did not see a lot of 
people. We stopped the bikes close to the 
beach and went to a cafe where we had a mid-
morning snack and also took some photos. We 
then rode the rest of the way very close to the 
ocean and now and then were presented with 
beautiful sea views. We eventually found our 
hotel and took a dip in the pool to cool down as 
the temperature had risen quite high. 
We then went to the beach which is part of a national park and spent the afternoon flying the drone (Bo), 
swimming (Dave) and walking (Armando). I did not like the color of the sea water so decided not to go for 
a swim, however, my walk through the park was outstanding with the forest on one side and the sea on 
the other. Also enjoyed watching the surfers, some better than others. I took hundreds of photos. 

That evening the dinner was delicious, especially the pasta with seafood. 

Armando’s Journey  to the End of the World continues next month in BEEMER ZEITUNG.  ed. 



 

 
CAT 2 PHOTO FOR MONTH OF APRIL 

 
PECOS HIGH BRIDGE -  SPANNING THE RIO GRANDE RIVER 

 
By Mike Valentin 

7 



True	North	

Sign, sign, everywhere a sign… Do this, don't do that. 
Can't you read the sign? 

… So I jumped on the fence and I yelled at the house. 
"Hey! What gives you the right to put up a fence to keep me out, but to keep Mother 
Nature in? If God was here, he'd tell you to your face 
'Man, you're some kind of sinner'"! Five Man Electric Band 

T here’s land-surveyor stakes along the edge of the road. There are surveyor stakes along the 
road and behind the property line fences of my secret road! That means only one thing; new 

utilities. Since there weren’t any residential utility lines on Bear Creek Road before, someone 
must be installing some. And then the only reason for new utility lines must be new homes go-
ing up nearby. The secret must have got out on my secret country road.   

Most everyone knows I have an affinity for riding my motorcycle to some small, quiet, out-of-the
-way scenic spot on a beautiful day for a brown bag lunch. On the surface it would seem so easy 
to do. Grab some kind of leftover from the fridge, throw it on a tortilla or between two slices of 
bread, and a squirt of mustard or mayo or maybe a spoonful of salsa and fold all that in a little 
plastic wrap and you’re main course is set. Need a side dish? A handful of chips, a pickle, garlic 
stuffed olives, or a jalapeño will do. Dig deeper into the crisper drawer and there’s bound to be 
some celery, onion or a slice of tomato or two hidden inside. Don’t forget your drink. Sodas are a 
first thought, or maybe a bottle of water, but I don’t count out Gatorade, V8 Juice, Snapple iced 
tea, or if you have time, a thermos of coffee will help warm your soul on a cooler brown-bag ride. 

Now, where to go?  
Today it was to get 
one of the biggest 
shocks of my COVID 
distancing riding 
season on Bear 
Creek Road be-
tween Muir Road in 
Annetta and US377 
near Benbrook. 

Paved with chip-seal a few years ago, Bear 
Creek has two Hill Country-esque low-
water crossings that usually have little bit 
of clear water flowing past them. They 
both are a wonderful little spots to pull to 
the side of the road and park your bike, 
stroll over to the edge, kick your boots off 
and wiggle your toes in the cool water. 
Usually void of traffic you can seemingly 
sit for hours and just listen to the quiet. 
Let your imagination wander long enough 

(Continued on page 9) 

Stephen Slisz 
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and you can see the little parties of Native Americans using these pools to water their horses 
and slaking their own thirst while cutting trails out in the West Texas heat. On the edges of the 
swing seasons you don’t need to seek out a shady spot to break out your brown bag lunch, be-
cause it’s often pleasant enough to just sit on the creek bank and enjoy a PBJ. Often I would 
tromp through the tall grass and catch a few crickets and grasshoppers to feed the small Bass 
and Blue Gill fish that can be lured out of their hiding spots along the bank. 

That was then and this is now. Bear Creek Road has been discovered by the “Haves”. My two 
favorite low water crossing are having new bridges built over them. Bear Creek Road is being 
widened, having its curves straightened and sight lines being extended. Between those two wa-
ter crossings there’s two new 
“gated” communities being built 
and believe it or not, up go the 

“No Trespassing” signs.  

I can see why the TV and 
movie Indians put up such a 
ruckus when they saw all the 
Super-Moms in their Conesto-
gas wheeling down the wagon 
trail to put up a gated log 
cabin community and to take 
over their favorite watering 
hole. War paint anyone? 

2021 – “Everything will be al-
right in the end. If it’s not al-
right, it’s not the end yet.” 

“Yeeha” Stephen Slisz 

 

 

 

TRUE NORTH(Continued from page 8) 
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2021 

 BMWDFW  
OFFICERS 

 
 

President 
Carter Lewis 

President@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

Vice President 
David Frankenfield 

VicePresident@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Dennis Bufton 
Bedford, TX 

817-475-2413 
schatzmeister@bmwdfw.org 

 
 

Tourmeister 
Stephen Slisz 

      tourmeister@bmwdfw.org  
 
 

Webmeister 
Art Ullman, Jr 

webmeister@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

 Safety Director 
Ruben Alanis 

safety@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Don M Mills 

newseditor@bmwdfw.org 
 
 
 

 SAFETY COLUMN 
 

Hi there BMW compadres, 
 
 April is here and what a great month for a safety checkup this 
is! 
 
Sharpen your skills on Saturday April 24th, we have the safety 
course by the Oklahoma Highway Patrol at the Choctaw Casino 
in Durant, Oklahoma. Lunch will be served. SIGN UP ON OUR 
WEBSITE!! 
 
On May 1st (8:30 am to 
noon) we have a virtual 
course from the Texas 
motorcycle safety coali-
tion. You can go to 
 looklearnlive.org and find 
Events and register for 
the event. 
 After you register,  you 
will receive your free cre-
dentials to attend the vir-
tual conference. 
 
Please register to both events on the BMWDFW website. 
 
Big thanks to Chris Delaplaine, Carter Lewis and Mike Valentin 
for helping to get this together. 
 
A reminder for this month - refresh your pre-ride check list be-
fore you get on your bike. 
 
Items to have on the bike - can be personal choice of tools, 
flash light, patch kit, air pump, a clean rag, med kit, charging 
plug and cable for your phone, rain suit, water and house keys. 
Oh… and don’t forget your driver’s license and insurance card. 
 
Check tire condition and air pressure, visible liquids, chain lube, 
lights, inspection sticker, clean light lenses, windshield/helmet 
visor, and now you are in good shape for a ride. 
 
Most typical motorcycle problems can be fixed on the fly if you 
pack right! (And if you have Randy’s, Joel’s, Jim’s, Leon’s or 
Rick’s number on your phone it provides additional protection) 
 
See you on the road! 
 
Ruben Alanis 
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2021 PREMIER CLUB RIDES - maybe 
 

All the details for each of the Club Events are available by going to the Event Calendar Click here 
 

May 1-2, Fredericksburg, TX.  -  “Roads of Spring”  
 

“Thank God It’s Spring” -  TBD 
 

  Farewell to Summer Rally - TBD 

 
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour” -  

Oct 21-24 Eureka Springs, AR  
 

For future and most current updated Event information, go to the Club Event Calendar 
Click here 

Cancellations Resulting from the CoVid Executive Orders. Please Check the Website 
and Group.io List for Most Recent Updates  

11 

 
RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL  

 
 
BMWDFW Club Forum 
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Group.io  Click here to join 
 
CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2nd Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December 
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX.  Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at 
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford.  Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm. 

CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2nd Sunday, MONTHLY 
 AM/10 AM, Mary’s Brazos Café, Tin Top, 15 mi south of Weatherford, Texas.  A ride follows, 
weather permitting. 

CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM  
WEEKLY.  Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051, 
(817) 421-3444. 
 
AD HOC RIDES 
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at BMWDFWGroup.io Click here to 
join 

VINCE BRECKNER 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/BMWDFW/�
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info�
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info�
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info�
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info�
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2021 UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
 

 
2021 BMWDFW Roads of Spring Ride  
May 1 - May 2  
 
May 1 & 2, 2021 5th Annual Fredericksburg Vintage Motorcycle Show& Ride-In Pecan Grove Store May 1, 2021 Admission = a dona-
tion of three cans of food or cash donation for the local food bank. Open class Vintage Bike Show $20 entry fee per bike. All entries re-
ceive a souvenir koozie and sticker. Registration will be at the store Saturday 10:00-11:30am. Showtime is 12-3:00 pm.  We are an offi-
cial stop on the Hill Country Run.  For more info call: 830-990-4433. (not… 

Find out more »  
 

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS DETAIL 
 
Listed below are select other events that are not club sponsored but may interest our members.  These may not be listed on 

the Club’s website calendar. 
 
Ozark Escape  
April 16 - April 18  
Ozark Great Escape - Eureka Springs, AR  Moto Adrenaline Tours -This is a MTSA kick off event for the new year. This is a 
Just For Fun event. There is no fee for this event. Just show up and Ride. All fees for lodging, fuel and food are your responsi-
bility. This is a MSTA (Motorcycle Sport Touring Association/Arkansas) event but it's put on by our friend and former Dallas-ite 
Jerry James and he's inviting us without our having to become an… 

 
BMWDFW Training with the Oklahoma Highway Patrol Safe Rider Course  
April 24 @ 8:30 am - 3:30 pm  
Be sure to RSVP for this event as an actual headcount will be necessary.  Trooper Medeiros indicated we will be on the Choctaw Casino 
North parking lot . This is a seven hour free course offered by the Oklahoma State Highway Patrol Troopers for motorcycle riders.  This 
training has been offered to our club for several years.Find out more »  
 
BMWDFW Tech Day 2021  
May 16 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Cycle Center/BMW Motorcycles of Denton, 521 Acme St, Denton, TX 76205 
This popular event will be held at our generous friends Cycle Center of Denton and BMW Motorcycles of Denton's location and their 
shop will be available for our use.  This is a very popular event for both socializing and learning about your motorcycle. Location:  
Hosted at Cycle Center/ BMW Motorcycles of Denton, 521 Acme St, Denton, TX, 76205 Time:  Drop in anytime from 10am to 4pm – 
Join us for lunch if you can Please RSVP with the number attending… 
Find out more » 
 
MOA Getaway Santa Fe – Tentative for May 20-23  
May 20 - May 23  
The Kerrville MOA Getaway conflicts with our annual Fall Colors Ride in October. But, this year 
there is a Getaway in Santa Fe NM that does not conflict with anything we have on our calendar 
so far... May 21-23. These rides are very similar to our weekend overnighters and the MOA has 
done all the leg work for us. The fee is $99 for the event and includes two meals. Hotel rooms are 
your responsibility. I'm thinking of putting a… 

Find out more »  

BMWMOA National Rally – Great Falls, MT.  
June 24 @ 8:00 am - June 27 @ 5:00 pm  
Montana Expo Park, 400 3rd St NW  
Great Falls, MT 59404 United States + Google Map  
Great Falls offers all the best of Montana recreation: fishing, hunting, hiking, and more. Added to that, 
a rich history and arts community that caters to enthusiasts. We welcome you to a True Montana and 
True to Expectations.Find out more »  
 
SEE UPDATES! Top of the Rockies Rally – Paonia Colorado – July  
July 13 - July 19 
Ride to the Top of the Rockies Rally July 15-17 2021 Got an email from the Colorado BMW club that 
the 2021 TOR Rally is on! One of my favorites and I'm going again this year. All the restaurants in 
New Mexico and Colorado are Take-Out Only at this time so if the virus doesn't ease up, this will be 
the ultimate distancing ride. We'll just grab our stuff to go and spread ourselves out! The TOR rally is 
mainly… 
Find out more » 

Membership 
Meeting 

 

Tuesday 
APRIL 13 

7:30 PM 
 

Spring Creek BBQ 

  1509 Airport Fwy 

Bedford, TX 

817-545-0184 
 
At Forest Ridge & Air-

port Freeway (Hwy 
121)  

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/2021-bmwdfw-roads-of-spring-ride/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/2021-bmwdfw-roads-of-spring-ride/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ozark-escape/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-training-with-the-oklahoma-highway-patrol-safe-rider-course/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-training-with-the-oklahoma-highway-patrol-safe-rider-course/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-tech-day-2021/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-tech-day-2021/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/moa-getaway-santa-fe-tentative/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/moa-getaway-santa-fe-tentative/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwmoa-national-rally-great-falls-mt-2/�
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=400+3rd+St+NW+Great+Falls+MT+59404+United+States�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwmoa-national-rally-great-falls-mt-2/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/top-of-the-rockies-rally-paonia-colorado-july/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/top-of-the-rockies-rally-paonia-colorado-july/�
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