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Going West and then North 

 

Our 5-state Odyssey, covering over 10,000 kms. continues…. Last month our tour took 

us through UTAH, pausing at the Capitol Monument National Park. Here you get a real 

feel for what the earth might have been like millions of years before life appeared, when 

nothing existed but earth and sky. 

UTAH 

  
The next morning we turned West on Utah Highway 12 and rode to the Burr Trail Grill in Boulder, UT.   

After lunch we rode the Burr Trail. What was originally 

developed as a cattle trail blazed by stockman John Atlan-

tic Burr, the Burr Trail Scenic Backway is now one of the 

most picturesque drives in Utah.  

The drive through Long Canyon is spectacular and unlike 

anything I had ridden before. I learned that a good num-

(Continued on page 3) 

Armando Almeida 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/user/arcalmeida/
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ber of car manufacturers film commercials here. With our senses in overdrive we then enjoyed the Grand 

Staircase-Escalante National Monument.  
 

Even then we were not yet done with this amazing day. We still had to visit one of the most iconic national 

parks, Bryce NP. Bryce Canyon is not a single canyon, but a series of natural amphitheaters or bowls, carved 

into the edge of a high plateau. 

The most famous of these is the 

Bryce Amphitheater, which is filled 

with irregularly eroded spires of 

rocks called hoodoos.  

We had time to marvel at its four 

main viewpoints, all found within 

the first few miles of the park: 

Bryce Point, Inspiration Point, 

Sunset Point, and Sunrise Point. 

We finished the day watching the 

sunset at Sunset Point,  where one 

can view some of the most glori-

ous sunsets in the park. 

For the night we slept in Cedar City, UT. 

Our last day in Southern Utah we spent visiting 

in the morning Zion National Park. It is said 

that of Utah's five national parks, Zion stands 

out for its geological wonders, a place where 

water and sand meet to form arguably the 

most dramatic landscape in the country. Had 

we left the best for last ? 

One ingredient in that Zion special sauce is 

that the Colorado Plateau, Great Basin, 

and Mojave Desert all converge here to cre-

ate a landscape of geologic wonders. The re-

sulting peaks, mesas, hoodoos, and canyons 

have been sculpted for millennia by a multitude of forces, 

including wind and ice, volcanic activity and seismic uplift, 

and perhaps most of all, the thunderous flow of the Virgin 

River. In fact, the park’s main draw, Zion Canyon, which acts 

like the desert analogue to Yosemite Valley - albeit one 

crafted of vibrant Navajo sandstone - grows deeper and 

wider each year thanks to the River. 

We rode the bike in parts of the park but to do the Zion 

Canyon Scenic Drive we had to catch a shuttle bus.  

We thoroughly enjoyed the visit and I distinctly remember 

that I kept looking up as we seemed to be always surround-

WEST THEN NORTH(Continued from page 2) 
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A  D i f f e r e n t  P e r s p e c t i v e  
 

 

A nd now a few words from “the old philosifizer….” 

A few years back, one morning at the BMW shop Charlie 

Vaughn, Jack Corley, Johnny Kresena and I were having coffee and 

generally having an amiable discussion.  Now Charlie, Jack, and 

Johnny have been around for considerably longer than I have, so like 

the young pup that I am, I generally listen to their stories. 

Says Charlie, “I remember at this one national rally they had an 

award for the oldest rider at the rally. The guy rode his bike up to the front of the stage to col-

lect his award but he was so old he couldn’t hardly get off his bike. I think he was 92 or some-

thing.”  

Jack chimed in, “Yep, he was all of that, maybe a little older. In fact some guys helped him to 

get off of the bike and walked him up onto the stage.” So Charlie goes on to say, “lots of folks 

were kind of concerned about his riding skills at his advanced age so a bunch of them chipped in 

and got him a sidecar.” 

Johnny added, “You know Perry has a 1936 R-12 with a brushed aluminum sidecar in his shop 

just now?  Beautiful machine.” 

“Well, like I was saying”, Charlie goes on raising his considerable eyebrows at Johnny, “he did-

n’t have that sidecar anytime at all before he pulled into an intersection and got center punched 

by a two ton box truck.” 

Jack said, “Well, at least he died happy doing what he loved to do.”  Johnny and Charlie both 

added, ”yep, sure did, he died happy.” 

I couldn’t stand it anymore. “Listen guys, when it comes my time to go I don’t want to die doing 

something I love to do. I don’t want to die riding a motorcycle, or fishing, or kissing a pretty girl, 

or playing with the grand kids…”  (authors note:  these are not necessarily in any particular or-

der of things that I love to do) …because these are all things that I love to do!  No, when it 

comes my time I want to die doing something I hate to do.  Something like mowing the yard, 

hanging Christmas lights (Kimberly, if you’re reading this I added this item just for literary ef-

fect), fixing a wax ring on a toilet, or maybe even painting the house.  Those are things I hate to 

do!” 

Well, they all looked at each other, then at me, and were dumbfounded.  “We never thought to 

look at it like that!  That makes perfect sense.”  “Damn right it makes perfect sense.  I’m not 

known as the Old Philosifizer for nothing; it’s what I do.” 

About that time Johnny looked at his watch and allowed as how he was going to saddle up and 

head to Graham for the 1st International Food Truck Competition.  “If I leave right now I should 

be able to ride there in time to eat lunch. Two things which I love to do.” Ride safely, Johnny 

and let us know how the food truck food festival was. ???????? 

 

Mike “Crunch” Crenshaw 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/user/mcrenshaw48/
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CAT 2 PHOTO FOR MONTH OF OCTOBER 

 

SUNSET IN BIG BEND 
 

Contributed by JOEL WATSON 
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T r u e  N o r t h  

 

P ulling out of the Our Place restaurant parking area last February, I caught a glint of sunlight re-

flecting off Mike Valentine’s motorcycle where shouldn’t have been a glinting reflection. After a 

short double take, I had to stop Mike and point to the thin strip of steel belt showing through the tread 

of his rear tire. We were headed to the 2020 Texas Motorcycle Safety Forum of all things and I doubt 

that tire would have made it to the forum’s location in Kerr-

ville TX. 

Having had an extended off-season due to some COVID Virus 

restrictions, our bikes may have been sitting for an unusually 

longer period than usual. Fall riding season is upon us and for 

that reason we should give our bikes an extra look before 

jumping aboard and just tooling down the street. Other than 

wiping off the dust and topping off the gas tank, give those 

tires a special inspection before leaving the garage. The way 

your bike was stored during its Social Distancing may affect the tires mileage and performance. 

“Store in a cool dry place.” You’ve seen those instructions on many consumer items over the years and 

motorcycle tires are no exception. Frequent, varied and extreme temperature changes can age tires more 

rapidly. Tires parked in direct sunlight for longer periods of time will harden and age as will those 

stored near higher concentrations of Ozone. (electric motors) Prolonged contact with gasoline, oil, corro-

sives, and non-compatible liquids such as cleaners and sidewall appearance enhancing treatments may 

promote cracking and weather-checking. 

Before you take off to the next ride meet-up spot, make sure to check the cold air pressure in those tires. 

Use a reputable tire gauge. Don’t rely on the bikes on-board tire pressure monitors. The BMW Riders 

Manual claims the pressure monitor/onboard computer continually compensates the display for ambient 

air temperature vs recommended air pressure. Then it gives instructions how to make the manual calcu-

lation so the computer agrees with your pencil gauge. Who do you trust? According to my Slime brand 

pencil-type air gauge and the Denton BMW dealership gauge, my bike’s on-board tire monitor is 4 and 3 

psi in disagreement front to rear. Grab a trusty hand-held gauge, pick a cold pressure you like and settle 

the tires cold inflation figures there. Besides, you have to ride the motorcycle away before the onboard 

pressure monitor starts working anyway. Go figure. 

Next check for cuts, gouges, imbedded foreign objects, and tread wear on your tires. Worn tires or worn/

unworn set combinations could cause deteriorated handling in dust or wet conditions. There are tread 

wear indicators in the lower groves of your tires set at 2/32 of an inch. Most tire manufacturers consider 

tires worn out at 4/32 of an inch and if your indicators are touching the pavement, your tires are com-

pletely worn out and should be replaced before the next ride. Complicating this visual inspection is many 

motorcycle tires don’t have this wear indicator in the center of the tire and that’s where we get most of 

our tire wear, just like the starting Mike Valentine scenario. I don’t know why the tire makers make you 

guess at your center tire life, but a guessing game it is.  

Peace-of-Mind should be the name of the motorcycle tread wear guessing game. If 

you have any doubts about the condition of your tires you’ll lose that peace and 

you’ll subconsciously have it nagging at you for your entire ride 

next time. Don’t let it nag the entire four-day Fall trip. I say 

win the game and if you’re checking your tire and find some 

doubts… change them out. Peace-of-Mind. You win.  

Ride ‘Em Don’t Hide ‘Em                            

“Yeeha” Stephen Slisz 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/user/yeeha_stephen/
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NORTH EAST BACKROADS DISCOVERY ROUTE 
2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12, 2020, found us in 

Rangeley, Maine. We flew 

commercial and Limo’d to meet 

our driver with our Bikes. We 

did, however, off load our own 

bikes and prepared them for the 

Big Ride. 

We, of course, shared a fine din-

ner and swapped tales of great 

adventures from past Rides. 

Does it get better than this? 

Next day the Ride took us up to 

Quill Hill Overlook offering a 

360 degree view of the sur-

rounding countryside from 2848 

feet. It was originally the retirement project and obsession of  Adrian Brochu, who owned several local 

lumber companies.  The 

road up and viewpoint 

opened to the public in 

2013, and has become a 

popular tourist attraction 

for the area. Brochu passed 

away in October of 2019, 

having enjoyed seeing the 

success of his retirement 

project. We met his daugh-

ter at the viewpoint today 

and she shared the story of 

her Dad’s project and took 

our picture at the top beside our bikes!  Way cool! 

Our route continued down and around Rangeley Lake and into New Hampshire. We rode by the Um-

bagog National Wildlife Refuge into the Errol Township Community where we stopped at the 

General Store for snacks. The general store was originally opened in 1884!   

Our last stop before heading back to Rangeley was at a view point overlooking the Androscoggin Water-

shed.  Signage stated that each day, four billion gallons of water rush toward the ocean from that water-

shed! 142 miles today... 

(Continued on page 8) 

THE BACKROAD DISCOVERY BOYS 

THE CAPTAIN 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/user/aajjr540/
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Today, August 14, 2020, we rode the first section of the NE BDR from Rangeley, ME to the Canada bor-

der and back. Our route took us out SH 16 towards New Hampshire and our first challenge was a wash-

out on old route 16 which is now no more than a two track trail cutting across a section of forest parallel 

to the new highway. Turning onto Parmachenee Road we wound our way northward towards Canada, 

making several dips into New Hampshire before staying in NH until it transitioned to Megalloway 

Road before reaching SH 3. About two miles into Parmachenee Road, a black bear ran across the road 

in front of me! I wasn’t able to get a picture 

of him, and I was really glad that he kept 

going. We made a short ride up SH 3 until 

we turned onto East Inlet Road. The road 

was rockier and less well maintained than 

Megalloway Rd. but we followed it all the 

way to its end at the terminus of the 

Northeast Backcountry Discovery 

Route. There were several large pine trees 

blown down across the trail about 150 yards 

before the opening in the forest marking the 

end of the NE BDR. We took our obligatory 

photos before reversing our course and rid-

ing back out. 

Back on SH 3, we rode on pavement to the Canada bor-

der crossing to get some photos there. On our return 

trip, we rode down to Pittsburgh, NH to get some fuel 

and a quick snack before heading back to Rangeley.  

There was a cool covered bridge in Pittsburgh called the 

Happy Corner Bridge. We couldn’t resist riding 

across it and taking some pictures.  We then rode back 

across Megalloway Road to SH 16, and then into Range-

ley. We encountered a large logging truck barreling 

down the middle of this gravel road, forcing Joel and I 

to ride over onto the gravel shoulder so he could pass. 

His dust was so thick, it blinded us for several seconds! 

I think I would have rather seen another bear. All total, 

we rode 162 miles today…. 

Today, August 15,2020, we rode from Rangeley, ME to Gorham, NH. We saw many, many lakes 

(Rangeley Lake, Mooselookmeguntic Lake and Upper Richardson Lake), ponds and rivers 

(Androscoggin River, Swift River and Kezar River) along the way.  The temperature was only 59 degrees 

when we left Rangeley and eventually rose into the low 70s by mid afternoon. The trail led us through 

tree-covered lanes that cut through the forests, some were paved and some were hard pack dirt. And 

THEN we found a few of the Class 4 “roads” that aren’t maintained!  They were quite rocky and rutted 

and made for slow going. There were several steep sections that challenged our riding skills. We even 

encountered a water crossing that looked worse than it really was. We all safely made our way across it,  

and took a brief lunch stop in Mexico, ME.  The White Mountain  National Forest was beautiful and 

filled with hikers today. 

Two of our team members, Ronnie Weinzapfel and Tim Wise rode up to the top of Mount Washington, 

the highest peak in the northeast United States at 6,288 feet. It is also noted for having the highest wind 

NEBDR(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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speed ever recorded on the surface of the earth at 231 mph! 

We rode some 192 miles today arriving in Gorham, NH about 4:00 PM.  

August 16, 2020, we rode from Gorham, NH to Woodsville, NH, criss-

crossing the White Mountain National Forest several times on dif-

ferent forest roads that cover the area. We rode three quarters of the 

way around the base of Mount Washington in the process. I have nev-

er seen so many tree lined lanes before, both paved and hard pack..  

We stopped in at the Sandwich Creamery and enjoyed an ice cream 

treat for an early lunch. I had the “Bearcamp Blueberry” and it was de-

licious! 

We also got to ride 

through three differ-

ent covered bridges.  

The first was the 

Durgin Bridge 

from 1828.  The sec-

ond one was the 

Swiftwater Bridge 

from 1849.  The 

third bridge was the 

Bath Bridge from 

1832. While in Bath, 

NH, we visited The 

Brick Store, Ameri-

ca’s oldest general 

store and enjoyed a 

soft drink while sit-

ting on the rocking 

chairs on the front 

porch of the store. 

We finished the ride and checked 

into the Nootka Lodge, our ac-

commodations for the evening.  

We rode 192 miles today, our 

third day on the Northeast Back-

country Discovery Route. 

 

Follow along with Andy on 

the rest of the route Next 

Month in Beemer Zeitung. 

Ed. 

NEBDR(Continued from page 8) 
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2020 PREMIER CLUB RIDES 
 

All the details for each of the Club Events are available by going to the Event Calendar Click here 

 

 
“Thank God It’s Spring” - CANCELLED 

 
  Oct 8–11, 33rd Texas Gathering / Farewell to Summer Rally 

 
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour” -  

Oct 22-25, Eureka Springs, AR  

 
For future and most current updated Event information, go to the Club Event Calendar 

Click here 

 

Cancellations Resulting from the CoVid Executive Orders. Please Check the Website 
and Group.io List for Most Recent Updates  

 

RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL 
 

 

BMWDFW Club Forum 
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Group.io  Click here to join 
 

CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2
nd

 Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December 
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX.  Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at 
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford.  Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm. 

CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2
nd

 Sunday, MONTHLY 
 AM/10 AM, Mary’s Brazos Café, Tin Top, 15 mi south of Weatherford, Texas.  A ride follows, weather permitting. 

CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM  
WEEKLY.  Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, 
Grapevine, TX 76051, (817) 421-3444. 
 
AD HOC RIDES 
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at BMWDFWGroup.io Click here to join 

Mostly All CANCELLED temporarily 
due to CoVid 19 

With limited attendance 

Still going on 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/BMWDFW/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info
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2020 UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
 

For future and most current updated Event information, go to the Club Event Calendar Click 

here 

 

 

Ending Date for the Photo of the Year Contest  
October 1 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
This is the ending date for Photo of the Year (Contest runs to October 1 in any given 

year.  Photos submitted after October 1 will be considered as an entry for the following 

year.)  All Contest forms are available at under the Contests tab. Find out more Click here 

33rd Texas Gathering / Farewell to Summer Rally – Kerrville  
October 8 @ 8:00 am - October 11 @ 5:00 pm  
 

Did you see the crowds at Sturgis this year during the Pandemic and wonder aloud: "I wish I was brave enough to 

attend a motorcycle rally during the Pandemic lockdown"? Well, here's your chance. Let's go to the Hill Country, 

ride around and thumb our noses at the Virus. Sort of. Lone Star Riders 33rd Annual Texas Gathering Rally and 

BMWDFW Farewell to Summer Rally I think we should ride down to the Hill Country and visit the Lone Star… 

Find out more »  

 

BMWDFW Annual Fall Color Tour 
October 22 @ 8:00 am - October 25 @ 5:00 pm 
Edelwiss Inn, Eureka Springs, AR, 2066 East Van Buren  

Eureka Springs, AR 72632 United States 

This is our Annual ride to Eureka Springs, AR for some of the best autumn color and riding available  We’ll be 

there for the nights from October 22th to 25th, arriving Thursday and departing Sunday.  When you call or email 

be sure to tell them that you are with the BMWDFW Motorcycle Club.  This year, there will be no organized ride to 

to/from Eureka Springs.  The Tourmeister will post several GPS routes on the Yahoo list along with several sug-

gested…Find out more » 

Ending Date for the Article of the Year Contest  
October 31 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
For Article of the Year (Submit articles to the newsletter editor, Don Mills at email address 

don_mill@sbcglobal.net). All Contest forms are available under the Contests tab. 

Find out more click here  

Ending Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest Submissions  
November 15 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
The submission form must be sent to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132,Bedford, TX 76095-0132. The 

form is available under the Contests tab. 

Find out more click here 

Starting Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest  
November 15 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
.Record your starting mileage and submit to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132, Bedford, TX 76095-0132. 

The form is available under the Contests tab. 

Find out more click here  

 

For additional future club events Click here 
 

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS DETAIL 
 
Listed below are select other events that are not club sponsored but may interest our members.  These may not be listed on 

the Club’s website calendar. 
(Continued on page 12) 

VINCE BRECKNER 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-photo-of-the-year-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-photo-of-the-year-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/33rd-texas-gathering-kerrville-texas/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/33rd-texas-gathering-kerrville-texas/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-annual-fall-color-tour-3/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-annual-fall-color-tour-3/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-article-of-the-year-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-article-of-the-year-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-bmwdfw-mileage-contest-submissions/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/starting-date-for-bmwdfw-2017-mileage-contest/
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/
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Cancelled 
Oct 1-4, Thu-Sun; Jefferson, TX.   NTNOA Lake of the Pines Rallye 
This rally is still showing scheduled but due to the cancellations up until this month, raffle ticket sales have been 

adversely impacted.  Consequently, tickets, normally sold at spring events, are available individually.  For more in-

formation  click here 

The rallye draws over 300 people displaying over 150 of the finest vintage motorcycles anywhere in the country. 

Now held at Diamond Dave’s about a mile outside of Jefferson, TX.  This is the one everyone who is anyone goes 

too!  Click here for all the information. 

Cancelled 
Oct 3, Sat; Cooper, TX.   Lone Star BMW Riders Annual Hamburger Cookout – New Location 

This will be held at Cooper Lake State Park - Doctors Creek Unit   Click here for registration and to get all 

the information. 

Cancelled 
Oct 9-11, Fri-Sat; Birmingham, AL.   Barber Vintage Festival 
Barber Motorsports Park announced dates for their 2020 Barber Vintage Festival. The festival will take place Oct. 

9-11 and include activities such as vintage racing, swap meets, off-road trails and stunt shows. 

Tickets are on sale now or for more information click here.. 

 

Oct 16-17, Fri-Sat; Luckenbach, TX.   18th Harvest Fall Classic 
The Harvest Classic is a motorcycle rally held each fall in Luckenbach, Texas. We love vintage and European motorcycles.  Gearheads 

come from all around to enter their European, Vintage, and Competition bikes in the bike show, participate in or 

watch the vintage trials, eat home-cooked barbecue, win swag (or a bike) in the insanely good raffle, go big for the 

kids in the live auction, watch a big-screen outdoor movie, listen to great music, camp under the stars and general-

ly immerse themselves in moto-culture.  

Due to the pandemic, the 2020 Harvest Classic Rally is going to be different this year- stay tuned for 

more details! 

Click here for all the information. 

 

Oct 23-25, Fri-Sun; Kerrville, TX.   MOA Getaway Texas 
Welcome back to the Texas Hill Country. Last year’s Getaway was good but this 

year promises to be even better.  Click here to register and for all the details. 

 

Nov 1, Sunday *** Daylight Saving Time Ends *** 
 

 

 

EVENTS(Continued from page 11) 

Membership 

Meeting 

 

Tuesday 

CANCELLED 

7:30 PM 

 

Spring Creek BBQ 

         1509 Airport Freeway 

Bedford, TX 

817-545-0184 

 

At Forest Ridge & Airport 

Freeway (Hwy 121)  

 

Copyright 2009-2020 

(all rights reserved) 

http://www.ntnoa.org/
http://www.ntnoa.org/20loprallye.htm#registration
https://www.lonestarbmwriders.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=782081&item_id=1166909
http://barberracingevents.com/barbervintagefestival
http://www.harvestclassic.org/featured/this-years-rally/
http://www.harvestclassic.org/featured/this-years-rally/
http://www.harvestclassic.org/
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1060329&group=

