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Going West and then North 
 

 
Our 5-state Odyssey, covering over 10,000 kms. continues…. Last month our tour took us 
from Texas to New Mexico and Colorado, pausing at the Gateway Resort in southwestern 
Colorado. Spectacular and expensive. 

UTAH 
  

You could not miss the transition when passing from Colorado into Utah, even if there were no road signs. 

The dead give away is the introduction to the famous Utah tar 
snake, which creates, without a doubt , the worst 
roads conditions we encountered during our trip. 

In an effort to keep traffic flowing on aging roadway systems,  
government agencies, resort to using crack sealant on the 
roads.  The aim is to prevent the road from cracking further and 
creating a situation where replacement of the road becomes im-
mediately necessary.  This type of road repair may not mean a lot 
to “cagers”, those drivers of four wheeled vehicles, but it means a 
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heckuva lot to us two-wheeled fun seekers. 

A motorcycle’s traction can be compromised by the bitumi-
nous rubberized asphalt sealer used for crack repair.  In sum-
mer, at high temperatures, these sealed cracks are slicker 
than owl ca ca and can pose serious traction challenges for 
riders. 

We really enjoyed our time in Southern Utah but except for 
the road conditions.  

Moving on - We still had 
some time before the sun 
went down so we decided 
to visit Arches National 
Park (the first of five that 
we would visit in 
Utah). Located just outside 
Moab, UT, Arches has over 
2,000 natural sandstone 
arches. 

"The scenery at the en-
trance is a tapestry of red 
and tan sandstone. Up this 
wall of solid rock snakes 
the entry road. Near the 

top, a pull-off lets you look back at a geologic fault line running up the valley you just left. Everything on the 
west side is younger rock than anything on the east side." 

We started our route at the 
entrance ... continued for 
18 miles until we got to the 
end at Devil's Garden Road 
where we stopped and 
walked in the Garden. We 
then turned around and 
headed back completing 
the loop 

Along the way we had 
amazing views of con-
torted, eroded, colorful 
sandstone rock layers. We 
saw alcoves, points, domes, 
walls and even some bal-
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anced rocks. There are a number of places to park to hike or just take photos, although Paula took most of the 
photos while sitting on the bike. 

Of course, if you have the time and energy, there are 
many trails to hike out to many arches. But we mainly 
saw a lot by never leaving the bike. The one time we 
took the opportunity to get off the bike and walk 
through Devil´s Garden, we saw the sun set and had an 
encounter with a rattlesnake. 

We slept in an AirBnb and in the morning we rode the Dead Horse Mesa Scenic Byway on the way to the Dead 
Horse State Park. There are no words or pictures to really explain Dead Horse Point. 
All I can say is if you are ever close to Moab, GO there ! 
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The view from Dead Horse Point is one of the most photographed scenic vistas in the world where we are 700 
meters above the Colorado River, and an overlook provides a breathtaking panorama of  the Canyonlands’ 
sculpted pinnacles and buttes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continued our way to the Canyonlands National Park., where there is no shortage of places to enjoy stun-
ning views of the canyons cut by the Colorado and Green Rivers – in many places you can just pull over to the 
side of the road and see things that’s going to probably stay with you for the rest of your life. 

As we did not have much time we visited the Island 
in the Sky and drove to the Grand View Point and 

what a grand view it was. Considered by many to be 
the best view in the entire Island in the Sky District. 

Next we drove to see the Mesa Arch which is undeniably, one of the spotlight attractions in the Island in the 
Sky District of Canyonlands National Park. It is off the main 
road and a short, easy hike. 

The views are magnificent . 

Next stop was the Visitor Center at Island in the Sky and we 
enjoyed another beautiful view and noticed a dirt road that 
could be easily accessed from the main road and I went for a 
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quick ride as Paula took photos and videos 
from up above. 

We slept again in Moab, UT. 

Next day we rode West and did Utah High-
way 128 and saw beautiful views of the 
Colorado River and the red rocks. 

Then we did Utah Highway 24 and rode 
through the Capitol Monument National 
Park.  

This is an evoca-
tive world of spec-
tacular colored 
cliffs, hidden 
arches, massive 
domes, and deep, 
twisting canyons; 
of broad, sweeping 
vistas; of a tor-
tured, twisted, 
seemingly endless 
landscape; of lim-
itless sky and de-

sert rock. Here you get a 
real feel for what the 
earth might have been 
like millions of years be-
fore life appeared, when 
nothing existed but earth 
and sky. And we could see 
all around us the well 
known sites like Twin 
Rocks, Chimney Rocks, 
The Castle, Grand Wash 
TrailHead and so many 
more.       Ed. NOTE: 

Armando’s  Travels  

Continued in October’s 

Beemer Zeitung 

ARMANDO(Continued from page 5) 
 
 

6 



 
CAT 2 PHOTO FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

 

SOCIAL DISTANCING 
 

Contributed by  STEPHEN SLISZ 

7 



True North 
  

W hat a powerhouse our BMWDFW 
motorcycle riders club is even dur-

ing this unprecedented COVID 19 Pan-
demic. I just received an award from the 
BMW Motorcycle Owners of America, rec-
ognizing my 19,000+ miles and being a top 
25 finisher in the 2019/20 Annual Mileage 
Contest. This is the second year in a row 
that I’ve made the top 25 list for the annual 
contest.  

What makes me lean toward the 
“powerhouse” comment is that fellow club 
member Mike Valentine has accomplished 
the same feat, riding almost 30,000 miles 
during the 2020 Pandemic and also making 
the top 25 list two years in a row. The new 
MOA magazine contest list isn’t out yet but 
last year Mike made the top ten in nation-
wide contest participants, and was number two in Texas. I have no doubt he’ll do it again. Rick Kallmayer and 
Don Mills also made the list. 

Another note from last year’s contest, Florida was the top mileage producer with 149,000+ miles, Texas was 
4,000 miles behind with 145,000+ and California was third, a whopping 12,000+ miles behind. We topped Cali-
fornia all around and Texas was on top with the most participants overall in the contest. 

The BMWDFW is an MOA chartered club with the number 26. Out of the 160 MOA chartered clubs only six-
teen (currently active) have club numbers smaller than ours and none of those sixteen are in Florida. I think 
we should be kicking Florida’s butt on this mileage thing.  

The Virus has me a little worried that some of our members will get complacent, tire of messing with motor-
cycles and will slowly drift away from the club. Maybe we can stave off some of my fears and rally around this 
MOA mileage contest thing and keeping the motorcyclist alive in you.  

You don’t have to ride a lot to get listed and have your name up-in-lights in the MOA magazine at the end of 
the contest. The 2020/21 contest has already started, but it’s never too late to get onboard, add your mileage to 

the Texas total and help Texas shine with the most participants.  

Let me know if you’re an MOA member (you should be since the MOA charters our 
club!) and I’ll print off some extra copies of the Start form. We’ll record your mile-
age, get it witnessed and load down the Postman with tons of club enthusiasm. Let’s 
put a Texas-sized “whupping” on Florida and show them what a Powerhouse club 
can do. 

Ride ‘Em Don’t Hide ‘Em                            

“Yeeha” Stephen Slisz�
Yeeha 
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2020 

 BMWDFW  
OFFICERS 

 
 

President 
Chris Delaplaine 

President@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

Vice President 
Carter Lewis 

VicePresident@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Dennis Bufton 
Bedford, TX 

817-475-2413 
schatzmeister@bmwdfw.org 

 
 

Tourmeister 
Stephen Slisz 

      tourmeister@bmwdfw.org  
 
 

Webmeister 
Margie Kallmayer 

webmeister@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

 Safety Director 
Rick Kallmayer 

safety@bmwdfw.org 
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Don M Mills 

newseditor@bmwdfw.org 

 

LATEST IRON BUTT AWARD 
 

MEMORIALIZING  
 

COVID 19 
 

(EARN A PATCH FOR YOUR JACKET TODAY) 
 
 

COMPLIMENTS OF OUR OWN  
IRON BUTT…. 

 
MIKE “IT’S BURNING” GRAGG 
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2020 PREMIER CLUB RIDES 
 

All the details for each of the Club Events are available by going to the Event Calendar Click here 
 

 
“Thank God It’s Spring” - CANCELLED 

 
  “Farewell to Summer” - CANCELLED 

 
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour” -  

Oct 22-25, Eureka Springs, AR  
 

For future and most current updated Event information, go to the Club Event Calendar 
Click here 

 

Cancellations Resulting from the CoVid Executive Orders. Please Check the Website 
and Group.io List for Most Recent Updates  
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RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL 

 
 
BMWDFW Club Forum 
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Group.io  Click here to join 
 
CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2nd Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December 
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX.  Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at 
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford.  Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm. 

CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2nd Sunday, MONTHLY 
 AM/10 AM, Mary’s Brazos Café, Tin Top, 15 mi south of Weatherford, Texas.  A ride follows, weather permitting. 

CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM  
WEEKLY.  Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051, (817) 421-3444. 
 
AD HOC RIDES 
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at BMWDFWGroup.io Click here to join 

Mostly All CANCELLED temporarily 
due to CoVid 19 

With limited attendance 

Still going on 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/BMWDFW/�
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/BMWDFW/info�
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2020 UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS 
 

For future and most current updated Event information, go to the Club Event Calendar Click 
here 

 

Motorcycle Cannonball Run – Luckenbach TX  
September 23 - September 26  
Stay Tuned https://www.rideapart.com/articles/398585/motorcycle-cannonball-2020-north-
south-route/ 

Find out more » 

Ending Date for the Photo of the Year Contest  
October 1 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
This is the ending date for Photo of the Year (Contest runs to October 1 in any given year.  Photos submitted after 
October 1 will be considered as an entry for the following year.)  All Contest forms are available at under the Con-
tests tab. Find out more Click here 

BMWDFW Annual Fall Color Tour 
October 22 @ 8:00 am - October 25 @ 5:00 pm 
Edelwiss Inn, Eureka Springs, AR, 2066 East Van Buren  
Eureka Springs, AR 72632 United States 

This is our Annual ride to Eureka Springs, AR for some of the best autumn color and riding available  We’ll be 
there for the nights from October 22th to 25th, arriving Thursday and departing Sunday.  When you call or email 
be sure to tell them that you are with the BMWDFW Motorcycle Club.  This year, there will be no organized ride to 
to/from Eureka Springs.  The Tourmeister will post several GPS routes on the Yahoo list along with several sug-
gested…Find out more » 

Ending Date for the Article of the Year Contest  
October 31 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
For Article of the Year (Submit articles to the newsletter editor, Don Mills at email address 
don_mill@sbcglobal.net). All Contest forms are available under the Contests tab. 

Find out more click here  

Ending Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest Submissions  
November 15 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
The submission form must be sent to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132,Bedford, TX 76095-0132. The 
form is available under the Contests tab. 

Find out more click here 

Starting Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest  
November 15 @ 8:00 am - 9:00 am  
.Record your starting mileage and submit to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132, Bedford, TX 76095-0132. 
The form is available under the Contests tab. 

Find out more click here  

 
For additional future club events Click here 
 

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS DETAIL 
 
Listed below are select other events that are not club sponsored but may interest our members.  These may not be listed on 

the Club’s website calendar. 
 
Sep 11-13, Fri-Sun; Sipapu, NM.   Bavarian Mountain Rally 
The Land of Enchantment BMW Riders has hosted this September event for nearly three decades at the Sipapu 
Ski Area in the heart of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.  Click here for all the details and registration informa-

(Continued on page 12) 

VINCE BRECKNER 

CANCELLED 

CANCELLED 

https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/motorcycle-cannonball-run-luckenbach-tx/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/motorcycle-cannonball-run-luckenbach-tx/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-photo-of-the-year-contest/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-photo-of-the-year-contest/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-annual-fall-color-tour-3/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/bmwdfw-annual-fall-color-tour-3/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-article-of-the-year-contest/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-the-article-of-the-year-contest/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/ending-date-for-bmwdfw-mileage-contest-submissions/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/event/starting-date-for-bmwdfw-2017-mileage-contest/�
https://bmwdfw.bmwmoa.org/events/�
https://loebmwr.org/TheClub.aspx�
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tion. 

Sep 25, Fri; Mesquite, TX.   American Flat Track 
American Flat Track Racing Event at the Devils Bowl Speedway in Mesquite.  Click here for details 

Oct 1-4, Thu-Sun; Jefferson, TX.   NTNOA Lake of the Pines Rallye 
This rally is still showing scheduled but due to the cancellations up until this month, raffle ticket sales have been 
adversely impacted.  Consequently, tickets, normally sold at spring events, are available individually.  For more in-
formation  click here 

The rallye draws over 300 people displaying over 150 of the finest vintage motorcycles anywhere in the country. 
Now held at Diamond Dave’s about a mile outside of Jefferson, TX.  Click here for all the information. 

Oct 3, Sat; Cooper, TX.   Lone Star BMW Riders Annual Hamburger Cookout – New Location 
This will be held at Cooper Lake State Park - Doctors Creek Unit   Click here for registration and to get all 
the information. 

Oct 9-11, Fri-Sat; Birmingham, AL.   Barber Vintage Festival 
Barber Motorsports Park announced dates for their 2020 Barber Vintage Festival. The festival will take place Oct. 
9-11 and include activities such as vintage racing, swap meets, off-road trails and stunt shows. Tickets are on sale 
now or for more information click here.. 

Oct 16-17, Fri-Sat; Luckenbach, TX.   18th Harvest Fall Classic 
The Harvest Classic is a motorcycle rally held each fall in Luckenbach, Texas. .  Gearheads come from all around 
to enter their European, Vintage, and Competition bikes in the bike show, participate in or watch the vintage tri-
als, eat home-cooked barbecue, win swag (or a bike) in the insanely good raffle, watch a big-screen outdoor movie, 
listen to great music, camp under the stars and generally immerse themselves in moto-culture. Due to the pan-
demic, the 2020 Harvest Classic Rally is going to be different this year- stay tuned for more details!  
Click here for all the information. 

Oct 23-25, Fri-Sun; Kerrville, TX.   MOA Getaway Texas 
Welcome back to the Texas Hill Country. Last year’s Getaway was good but this year promises to be even better.  
Click here to register and for all the details. 

 
Nov 1, Sunday *** Daylight Saving Time Ends *** 
 
 

Hey club: 

We all talk about, write articles 
about and send pictures around of 
our first bike, favorite bikes we 
had or bikes we yearned for as 
kids. Take a look at the bikes on 
this auctioneers list. I’ll bet you’ll 
find one you wanted badly. Of 
course some without title and 
some with the engines seized, or 
both. Oh well.  

When I was a kid riding around on a Suzuki 80 I thought I was hot stuff but 
I dreamed of the Suzuki GT 380. I saw three on this list last month. Starting 
bid of $ 1.50. 

 https://www.proxibid.com/O-Brien-Auctioneers-LLC/Absolute-Auction-of-130-
Motorcycles/event-catalog/175817?p=1&sort=0#cnTb 

  

EVENTS(Continued from page 11) 

Membership 
Meeting 

 

Tuesday 
CANCELLED 

7:30 PM 
 

Spring Creek BBQ 

         1509 Airport Freeway 

Bedford, TX 

817-545-0184 
 

At Forest Ridge & Airport 
Freeway (Hwy 121)  

 
Copyright 2009-2020 

(all rights reserved) 

REED ROACH 
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http://www.ntnoa.org/�
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https://www.lonestarbmwriders.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=782081&item_id=1166909�
http://barberracingevents.com/barbervintagefestival�
http://www.harvestclassic.org/featured/this-years-rally/�
http://www.harvestclassic.org/featured/this-years-rally/�
http://www.harvestclassic.org/featured/this-years-rally/�
http://www.harvestclassic.org/featured/this-years-rally/�
http://www.harvestclassic.org/�
https://www.bmwmoa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1060329&group=�
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