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wart motorcyclists for the remainder of 2018 & beyond

Bob Mugele has had a varied working career, working as a butcher, computer programmer, missionary/Bible translator, field linguist, professor of
linguistics, and computational linguist. He served as the senior computational linguist at Oracle Corporation working with the ConText Group developing the linguistic engine for the Global Context project, and became
known as “Jungle Bob" to his associates at Oracle.
Oracle ConText is a text management product that employs Natural Language Processing (NLP) to analyze unrestricted English text, and provides
the ability to do theme searches in addition to keyword searches. Bob played
a key role in the design of Global ConText which was intended to offer the
same functionality for a number of other major languages. However, Global
“Jungle＂Bob Mugele
ConText never received adequate support from management and was never
developed. Jungle Bob was first associated with the ConText technology beginning in 1990 when it was
being developed by Artificial Linguistics, Inc. (ALI). He moved to Oracle when the technology was acquired from ALI.
Bob received a Bachelor's degree in German from the University of California (Berkeley). After completing his undergraduate degree, Bob worked for 10 years in the
field of systems software development, including two years of operating system development at Control Data Corp. All this to say
that his educational and working background experience set him
up to follow his missionary calling.
In 1971 Bob and his family moved to a remote Indian village in
the municipality of Lalana, Oaxaca, Mexico. In this jungle village,
Bob and his family learned the Lalana Chinantec language,
provided for the medical and dental needs of the Chinantec peo(Continued on page 3)
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JUNGLE BOB(Continued from page 2)

ple, trained indigenous medical workers, introduced a vernacular literacy program to the Chinantec people, trained indigenous literacy teachers,
produced linguistic studies of Lalana Chinantec,
produced a translation of the Lalana Chinantec
New Testament, and produced several editions of a
hymnal in the Lalana Chinantec language. All of
this work was performed under the auspices of the
Summer Institute of Linguistics.

Bob received a Ph.D. in linguistics fron the University of Texas (Austin). His dissertation research was an in depth
acoustic phonetic study of Lalana Chinantec prosodic phenomena,
especially the tone system and ballistic syllables. For this work Bob
received the A.A. Hill award given annually for the outstanding dissertation in linguistics.
Between 1983 and 1990 Bob Mugele served on the linguistics faculty of the University of Texas at Austin, and the University of
Texas at Arlington. At the University of Texas at Arlington he was
awarded a grant to create a linguistic research laboratory and an
acoustic phonetics laboratory. He taught graduate level courses in
phonetics and phonology, directed the research of numerous graduate students and served as director of
the linguistics and phonetics laboratories.
So the next time you see ol’ Bob, you’ll realize what a
selfless contribution he has made to a virtually “lost in
time” people in the Mexican jungle, as well as in the
scholarly areas of linguistic and acoustic phonetics research. Many of the folks that make up the membership
of our club are fascinating individuals each with a
“story” to tell that’s worth hearing. My advice is to
“reach out” to one another at every opportunity and
really hear what stories are told. Ed.
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True North
Blockchain - Coming to a motorcycle enthusiast near you.
Blockchain is a core technology that acts as a decentralized public digital
ledger to keep track of ownership and transfers of cryptocurrencies (like
Bitcoin) across many computers. The record cannot be altered retroactively without the alteration of all subsequent blocks and the consensus of
the network. This allows the participants to verify and audit transactions
inexpensively. Blockchain is a clever technology with practical uses, but
with the number of dubious companies and concepts that have latched
onto the crypto-craze, Blockchain has become something of a joke around
the world and marketing of Blockchains have often been called “Snake
Oil”.

Stephen Slisz

I recently read that Dorna, the parent company of the world’s premier motorcycle racing championships MotoGP and World Superbike, is about to embark on the adventure of “digital”
motorcycle racing collectibles. Powered by Blockchain technology, the icon collectables themselves, called MotoGP Cryptobilia, are costless to produce, and really no different from baseball
trading cards. Instead of physical ownership though, blockchain is used to transfer the icons between collectors.
Describing most cryptocurrency in a nutshell, Dorna and its technology partner created its own
little market making collectable Icons for essentially no cost, and then hope people will give
them money in exchange for the Icons, in the hopes that other people will then buy Icons from
them. Dorna and MotoGP are cryptobanking that presumably young motorcycle racing fans
would be enticed into collecting these “icons” of riders, teams, and bikes – thus presumably
helping to grow the sport amongst a new Millennial generation of enthusiasts. Sort of a threeslide sales promotion: Slide one: Blockchain. Slide two: Millennials: Slide three: So Much
Money!
The articles I read give MotoGP and Dorna credit for thinking outside of the box and trying
something new. On the other hand though, it is amazing that the technology partner’s sales
presentation wasn’t immediately laughed out of Dorna’s main office. Dorna and MotoGP/WSBK
are far from dubious companies and as technology oriented as BMW is, I wonder how long before BMW jumps on the Blockchain wagon. Will they charge BMW prices in the range of fifty
bucks for a large digital roundel image? How much for a Blockchain BMW owner’s manual?
How much to obtain a downloadable shot of that new R1250 Boxer model you’ve heard about
but haven’t seen? And can I jump on that bandwagon too? I currently have a full-color Icon for
your computer that features the latest Carbon Fiber HP4 1000 RR. I’m giving a 10% discount to
club members and for a limited time, FREE shipping!
Ride ‘Em and Don’t Hide ‘Em
Stephen Slisz
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Category II - Photo for OCTOBER

The roads in West Virginia are spectacular

Stephen Slisz

MIKE’S 2018 FOUR PLAY RALLY
Have you ever missed an event and then found out how much fun you
would have had if you had made the effort to attend? Well, having
spent the weekend of Sept. 14th having a ball at the Four Play Rally developed and administered by Rally Master extraordinaire, Mike Gragg, I
can honestly say, “If you weren’t there, you missed a unique experience.” Having participated in two previous Mike Gragg rallies, I knew
this was a must-attend event. Mike is the consummate rally master who
(Continued on page 6)
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FOUR PLAY RALLY(Continued from page 5)

somehow gets delight from finding the most interesting and unique locations on the most interesting roads in a given area to send his participants off in search of the most points in the
least time and total miles.
For those of you who are not familiar with the format, let me attempt to explain. This rally was
a one-day event, starting at 8 am sharp, with a mandated return time by 4pm or face disqualification. During that time, the intrepid riders seek to route themselves so that they can capture
as many points as possible during the given time period. Before the rally, Mike sends out
around 100 possible POI’s, each with a description and picture of the location along with assigned points. The POI’s covered a 4-state area from the NE corner of Oklahoma and extending into Missouri, Kansas and Arkansas. The rider is credited with points for each location by
taking a picture of the location just like the one Mike had in his Rally Book. And let me tell
you, the locations are not just any random spots on the road. They have been arduously researched by Mike and his “staff” ( wife Peggy and sister-in-law Sue) to ensure that the roads
getting to them are ones we prefer to ride AND that the location itself is either historical,
unique, or just plain weird! I can tell you, just reading through the description of each location
in the Rally Book, is a pleasure in itself!
Of course there is no way one could capture all the locations in the allotted time. So route
planning and “route management” is critical. One must allow for stops for pics, gas stops, delays and multiple unknown but always present issues. This year, the winner of the rally, Ralph
Schwartz, captured 27 of the 101 locations. Second place captured 25. However, the winner
does not necessarily have to capture the most locations, as the points and “bonus points” for
various locations also play strategically into the equation.
What a great time we had, searching out the locations and doing our best to stay on our
planned route and schedule. When we returned at the end of allotted time, Mike had arranged
for us to “check in” at The Checkered Past motorcycle museum in his hometown of Grove, OK
on Grand Lake. This is an amazing place full of vintage motocross, flat track, and road racing
bikes with a great little sandwich shop in the rear. Sitting around talking with the owner and
his partner was a real treat. Later that night we had an awards gathering and dinner with all
the participants and the Checkerd Past folks. As you can probably imagine, the tales of the
day’s events got more and more animated and exaggerated as the drinks increased and the
evening progressed. What a “cap-off” for an amazing day of riding and experiencing places and
things we would never have been able to put together in one 8 hr. period on our own!
My heartfelt and grateful thanks to Mike, Peggy and Sue for all the work they did to make this
such an enjoyable experience for all the participants. I ardently hope that they will consider
doing this again next year. I bet they will if those of you who missed it will let them know that
you would love them to do another rally next year so that you will not miss the boat again!
Rally On! Joel
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“Where’s
‘Pooner?”
Have you seen
‘Pooner? Somewhere,
someplace ‘Pooner disappeared and I’m very
concerned. If you see
him, tell him I’m looking for him. He’s my
rubber chicken.
It’s best if you know a
little about ‘Pooner
before you speak with him. His jaundiced disposition belies the wily nature of his personality.
While riding, he would cluck incessantly over the drone of the engine or roar of the wind. I
couldn’t make out what he was saying; something about creatures and matters great and small.
The workings of his psyche were mysterious, suggesting he’s no chicken-brained blow-molded
miscreant.
‘Pooner’s real name is The Harpoon Chicken from Boston. He’s been known to
tag along with me on many rides and miles. Riding made him happy and everyone else that saw him. Massachusetts State Troopers would encourage him
with thumbs up, while families would chortle as his “Poonerness” flopped
about in the wind. As riders we knew better, they were jealous, wishing they
could be on the back of our BMW’s for a regular air manicuring of feather
and leather.
In the beginning, 15-plus years ago, when he was soft and pliable, it
was a simple matter of strapping him onto the rear rack on my bike.
As years progressed, he became increasingly embrittled, frozen chicken-stiff. His neck was the problem
area, but recent polymeric miracles of industrial adhesives assured he would never lose his head, or suffer from permanent neck disfigurement. Miles and
miles of travel and seeing the sights could continue
without decline.
‘Pooner rode and covered a greater part of the world than the average person,
about 20 of our United States. To achieve this, he developed a “Kung-Fu Grip”
(Continued on page 8)
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‘POONER(Continued from page 7)

confidently securing himself on his perch. His friendly disposition and sure grip allowed him to joke around like a wing
walker; hanging on by his toes or swinging from one foot to
another - a true screwball of the first order.
On the other hand, his exaggerated proclamations of Herculean feats were always suspect. He chattered that he could
smoothly surf the winds of an EF-4 tornado, but I knew better – he’s such a liar. He would seek refuge once the wind
hit 144 MPH; an EF-4 my eye!
He’s a
phalt
sion to

gypsy, a seeker of the endless astruth, with a never-ending compulride, seeking the next big thrill.

Most
recently ‘Pooner’s been clucking
about
his cousin “Boomer”; a greater
prairie chicken. During a much earlier ride, he proclaimed to be “Wyoming Wildlife”. It was his
“Call of the Wild” phase. There was no change in his tone when he kept telling me about wanting to experience the endless prairie, to peck the expansive horizon and to call to the stars.
On our most recent ride from Denver, we stopped off in Childress, Texas, at Top Notch Barbecue for food and drink. After lunch, I assumed he was still on his perch when we departed for
home. Then, in Wichita Falls, Texas, we stopped
for fuel and water and ‘Pooner was GONE!
I was shocked and filled with an incredible
sense of loss and trepidation. I think the siren
songs of prairie chicken or grouse, like an earwig, persisted and weakened him until he flew
off fulfilling his heart song.
If you see ‘Pooner somewhere in the Panhandle
of Texas, tell him PJ (‘Pooner Junior) has been
asking for him, and I don’t have the heart to
tell him where he is. I just don’t know. Do you?

SEE MIKE VALENTIN FOR REWARD
IF YOU FIND ‘POONER,
DEAD OR ALIVE
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2018 PREMIER CLUB RIDES
All the details for each of the Club Events are available by clicking on the event or scrolling down

Mar 21-25, Thu- Sun; Hamilton & Alpine, TX “Roads of Spring Rally”
Thru Big Bend Country **
Apr 13-15, Fri-Sun; Natchitoches, LA. “Thank God It’s Spring” Natchitoches Jazz Festival & Crawfish Fest**
Sept 13-17, Thu-Mon, Queen Wilhelmina, AR. “FourWell to Summer”
Oct 25-28, Thu-Sun; Eureka Springs, AR.
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour”
** No Club Hotel Room Block
“Ride ‘em - Don’t Hide ‘em”

THE WORLD’S MOST INTERESTING MOTORCYCLE
CLUB
RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL
BMWDFW Club Forum
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Yahoo Group. Click here to join
CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2nd Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX. Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford. Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm.
CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2nd Sunday, MONTHLY
AM/10 AM, Mary’s Brazos Café, Tin Top, 15 mi south of Weatherford, Texas. A ride follows, weather permitting.
CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM
WEEKLY. Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051, (817) 421-3444.
AD HOC RIDES
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at Yahoo Groups. Click here to join
(Continued on page 11)
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EVENTS(Continued from page 10)

2018 SIGNATURE CLUB EVENT DETAIL
Oct 1, Mon; Ending Date of the Photo of the Year Contest
This is the ending date for Photo of the Year (Contest runs to October 1 in any given year. Photos submitted
after October 1 will be considered an entry for the following year.) All Contest forms are available at http://
bmwdfw.org/ under the Contest tab.

Oct 25-28, Thu-Sun; Eureka Springs, AR. BMWDFW Annual Fall Color Tour

VINCE BRECKNER

Host Hotel: Edelweiss Inn at 2066 E. Van Buren. The reservations number is 800-870-2529. This is our Annual ride to Eureka Springs, AR for some of the best autumn color and riding available. If you don’t get an answer when you call, send
an email to stay@edelweissinn.com. We’ll be there for the nights from October 25th to 28th, arriving Thursday and departing Sunday.
When you call or email be sure to tell them that you are with the BMWDFW Motorcycle Club. This year, there will be no organized
ride to to/from Eureka Springs. The Tourmeister will post several GPS routes on the Yahoo list along with several suggested day rides
in and around the Eureka Springs area. Watch the Yahoo list, as some folks may post their rides for others to join. Please RSVP to
Stephen Slisz at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com.

Oct 31, Wed; Ending Date of the Article of the Year Contest
For Article of the Year (Submit articles to the newsletter editor, Don Mills at email address don_mill@sbcglobal.net). All Contest forms
are available at http://bmwdfw.org/ under the Contest tab.

Nov 15, Thu; Ending & Starting Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest Submissions
The submission forms must be sent to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132,Bedford, TX 76095-0132. The form is available here.

Nov 25, Sun; Last Day for RSVP for the BMWDFW Annual Awards Banquet
Send your RSVP to Dennis Bufton at mailto:buftond@tx.rr.com with a "Yes I am" or "No I am not" coming. If yes, please indicate the
number in your party. We need to provide the number of attendees to the restaurant in advance so they may provide sufficient food
and drink.

Dec 1, Sat; Annual Dues for 2018
Be sure to get your Annual Dues to Dennis Bufton for 2017. Catch him at Saturday breakfast or mail your check to: Dennis Bufton
at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132, Bedford, TX 76095-0132.
Dec 2, Sun; Euless, TX. BMWDFW Annual Awards Banquet
Be sure to put this one on your calendar as a do not miss. The Annual Awards Banquet will be held at in the ballroom adjacent to
the Raven’s Grille at the Texas Star Golf Course, 1400 Texas Star Parkway, in Euless, TX on Sunday, December 3, 2017. Check in
starts at 6 pm with dinner starting about 7 pm. Dinner will be followed by the presentations and some more socializing until about
10 pm. This is a premier event and not to be missed. RSVP with Dennis Bufton at buftond@tx.rr.com or catch him at breakfast for
your tickets. Tickets are $20 for members and first guest, $35 dollars for additional guests. I’ve already made my reservation!

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS
All our club signature Events and Rides are included in the Events tab of our website here. All the details are available in the Event
Calendar in month or list form. You can download any specific event to your electronic calendar by going to the event and clicking on
the Google Calendar or iCal Export button in the event description.

AD HOC RIDES
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at Yahoo Groups. Click here to join our Yahoo Group.

Oct 08, Mon; Cresson, TX. Eurosport Cycle Fall Track Day
Eurosport Cycle’s track day is set up with two groups. Open track and riders school. Each session runs thirty minutes. Water is
available, please provide you own lunch. Cost for either group is $175. Click here for all the information and to complete your registration.

(Continued on page 12)

11

EVENTS(Continued from page 11)

Oct 11-14, Thu-Sun; Jefferson, TX. NTNOA Lake of the Pines Rallye
The rallye draws over 300 people displaying over 150 of the finest vintage motorcycles anywhere in the country. Now held at Diamond Dave’s about a mile outside of Jefferson, TX. This is the one everyone who is anyone goes too! Click here for all the information.
Oct 12-14, Fri-Sun; Kerrville, TX. Lone Star Riders’ Annual Texas Gathering
This is the 31th Anniversary of the Texas Gathering in Kerrville and Hill Country riding. We always have a lot of our friends show
up for the Texas Gathering from the Dallas & Houston areas as well as Corpus Christi, San Antonio and even from the great states
of Colorado, Kansas, and maybe even Wisconsin. Details are still under work but Click here for Registration information and all the
event information when the link is updated.
Oct 19-20, Fri-Sat; Luckenbach, TX. 16th Harvest Fall Classic
The Harvest Classic is a motorcycle rally held each fall in Luckenbach, Texas. We love vintage and European motorcycles. Gearheads
come from all around to enter their European, Vintage, and Competition bikes in the bike show, participate in or watch the vintage
trials, eat home-cooked barbecue, win swag (or a bike) in the insanely good raffle, go big for the kids in the live auction, watch a bigscreen outdoor movie, listen to great music, camp under the stars and generally immerse themselves in moto-culture. Click here for all
the information.

Nov 4, Sunday *** Daylight Saving Time Ends ***
Nov 9-11, Fri-Sun; Kerrville, TX. MOA Getaway Texas
Welcome back to the Texas Hill Country. Last year’s Getaway was good but this year promises to be even better. Registration
opens on 1February, and this usually fills up fast. Click here to register and for all the details.

2019 EVENTS
Jan 04-06, Fri-Sun; Dallas, TX. 2019 International Motorcycle Show
This is the Dallas Progressive International Motorcycle Show held at the Dallas Convention Center. Click here for more information
and keep your eye out on the Yahoo list for discount coupons.

May 10-12, Fri-Sun; Natchitoches, LA. Thank God It’s Spring - Natchitoches Jazz Festival & Crawfish Fest
The TGIS ride will be to the Natchitoches Jazz and Crawfish Fest-and leaves the Hurst QT at 7am. The main group will briefly stop to
pick up a second group to depart from the Forney Dairy Queen on US80 and 740 at 8:15am. Lunch will be in Nacogdoches at the Clear
Springs restaurant Friday dinner suggestion is at the Crawfish Hole restaurant downtown. Saturday we’ll visit the Plantations at the
Cane River Creole National Historical Park. Saturday evening we’ll visit the Natchitoches Jazz Fest downtown on the banks of the
Cane River. The Natchitoches HQ hotel will be the EconoLodge, 5335 University Parkway, Natchitoches, LA, 71457, US, (318) 2140700. Sunday we’ll travel back to DFW.

May 18, Sat; White Rock Lake, TX. BMWDFW Cool Your Rocks Redux
Join us at the White Rock Boat Club on White Rock Lake in Dallas from 6pm to 10pm for free hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks and
music. This is our annual picnic and a family affair. Bring your spouse or significant other and spend time with your fellow
BMWDFW members. Please RSVP by May 12 to Stephen at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com or on the website Event RSVP so we have an
accurate headcount for the food. We ask you to please bring a dish to share with your fellow members. This really worked out well in
prior years and we’ve had some spectacular dishes! If you prefer more adult libations, please bring your own. The White Rock Boat
Club is located at 340 E. Lawther Drive in Dallas. For more on White Rock Boat Club, click here. See our website for more information as it develops. See you there!

TEXAS BMW MOTORCYCLE CLUB LINKS
LSBMWR Club (Lone Star BMW Riders, North Dallas) click here to access. The members forum is at lonestarbmwriders@yahoogroups.com
BMW Club of Houston, click here to access
San Antonio BMW Riders Association, click here to access
Hill Country BMW Riders, Austin, TX, click here to access. The member’s forum is at hillcountrybmw@yahoogroups.com

BMWDFW
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