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wart motorcyclists for the remainder of 2018.

What’s for Dinner in Texas, and Lunch, and Breakfast???

BBQ!!! - - Continued….
Ralph Schwartz

So everybody asks, “Which joint is best?” There is no right
answer to that question. The pit master is just that, a
master. From purchasing the best meat to preparing the
best coals to using the best seasonings to solving the
magical time-temperature equation the pit master is indeed the master. Lots of variables are inherent in the
process so day-to-day variances occur. I can say this. I
never threw away any BBQ.
“What was your favorite place?” Now that’s an answerable
question but it is still not a guarantee that you will like a joint even though I do. The best atmosphere
is a place converted from some old building decorated with clever old west proverbs and pictures of John
Wayne, Willie and old cars hanging on the walls.
Places like Stanley’s Famous BBQ in Tyler or….

The Rio Grande Grill
In Harlingen

Stanley’s

(Continued on page 3)
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BBQ(Continued from page 2)

But My Favorite Brisket came from Evie Mae’s in Wolfforth and
they had just moved into a new shopping center. If they had not been
on the Top 50 list I never would have stopped there.
You can find the list at https://www.texasmonthly.com/food/the-listthe-top-50-barbecue-joints-in-texas/ and begin your search for your
best.
The following are my opinions and
not recommendations or condemnations. In addition to Evie Mae’s
some of the best brisket can be
found at Truth BBQ in Brenham,
Bodacious BBQ in downtown
Longview and Heavy’s BBQ in
Hondo. Let’s just say I wish the
four DFW area joints that made
the list were as good. The biggest
issue I have with the so-called ‘in”
BBQ joints is the manufactured
waiting time to create a perception of wait-worthy food. When the
food is good but not the greatest the “need to be seen” patrons with
big rings and dead reptile boots will move on and the place will eventually turn to ashes, like...

The best thing you can do is frequent non-urban joints. There is
rarely a waiting line over 10 minutes on a weekday, 20 on Saturday. For instance... Valentina’s
Tex Mex BBQ Buda and Blue
Moon BBQ Hearne.

PECAN PALACE -

If you feel you must stand in “the urban
lines of death” then go on a weekday
and arrive about 1:30PM. The lines will
be shorter but you are gambling that
they have not run out of something.
Pick your poison.

VALENTINA’S

Some of the Best Pork Ribs were at
Truth BBQ in Brenham, my 50th joint.
Honorable mention ribs were from
The Smoking Oak in Mercedes.

(Continued on page 4)
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BBQ(Continued from page 3)

There just isn’t a place I can recommend for sausage. I have been a sausage fan since my first Catholic
Sausage Supper and Bingo Night back in Arkansas City Kansas at age 7. If you gotta have sausage just
go for it, you might hit a good link.
Here is another hint. While waiting in that perception line, look at the side
dishes other people have on their plates and let the choices influence your vote.
Some side dishes can be a waste but some can be a “knock your socks off” complimentary flavor to the smoked beef. My advice, don’t just keep eating pinto
beans and fried okra. I did leave some sides uneaten but I offer the baked
beans at Joseph’s Riverport BBQ in Jefferson as an example of greatness.
John told me his secret but I promised not to tell.
Don’t get that 1/3 cob of corn in hot water. Instead go to
The Tejas Chocolate Craftory and BBQ in Tomball
and order the corn soufflé. Yes that’s the real name and yes they have chocolate.
And for the best artery clogging side dish out there
you will need to go to Truth BBQ in Brenham,
probably park along the ditch out front, and order
the Tater Tot Casserole. You can’t even imagine it.
This whole Challenge thing was just a lark and I
said several times that I would never go to all 50,
that would just be a waste of time and money. After nine months, 8283
miles, over a thousand dollars, increased BMI and increased cholesterol I marched up the steps to the
YETI Flagship Store on south Congress in Austin to present my fully stickered passport. And that’s
also where Sharon got to meet the cooler tester bear.

After the appropriate wait in line I handed
over my passport and they vigorously and
repeatedly put their YETI icon stamp over
all the stickers to confirm my accomplishment and authorize my prizes.
The last of the loot is “in the mail” but most is piled up in my office. Looking at it
in real life I now realize that all this YETI stuff is for camping. I don’t camp.
Well, I certainly will never do anything like this again!
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Category II - Photo for MAY

While the rest of our riders stood around on the sand bar in Santa Elena Canyon, I climbed the cliffs rising high
above the sand, the Rio Grande River and Mexico on the other side.
DAVID FRANKENFIELD

True North
A Tourmeister’s Report
“Good‐bye Vietnam! That’s right, I’m history, I’m out of here! I got the lucky
ticket, Baby! Rollin’‐rollin’‐rollin’, keep those wagons rollin’, Rawhide! That’s
right!”
(Continued on page 6)
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True North(Continued from page 5)

With apologies to Robin Williams in Good Morning Vietnam, I’m excited to let you know you’ll
have to do without the Tourmeister for the month of June. Like many of the group rides that
have been scheduled this year, you are “On Your Own” till at least the first week of July. I’m
punching out one of the big squares on my Bucket List dance card and riding a motorcycle in
Alaska for a couple of weeks.
Rick Kallmayer and I have been invited to join a Kokopelli tour thrown together by our former
club President, Andy Jones. We’ve rented motorcycles from Moto Quest Tours and packed our
footlockers and we’re anxiously awaiting the trip of a lifetime. We’re literally attempting to
“Keep up with the Joneses” by visiting our biggest
state.
Until then we do have an important event coming up
soon. Join us at the White
Rock Boat Club on White
Rock Lake in Dallas from
6pm to 10pm for free hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks
and music. This is our annual
picnic and a family affair.
Bring your spouse or significant other and spend time
with your fellow BMWDFW
members.

We ask you to
please bring a
dish to share
with your fellow
members. This
really worked out
well in prior
years and we’ve
had some spectacular dishes! If
you prefer more adult libations, please bring
your own. The White Rock Boat Club is located at 340 E. Lawther Drive in Dallas. Please RSVP
by May 15 to Stephen at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com so we have an accurate headcount for
the food.
See our website for more information as it develops. “Bake-‘Em”
don’t hide ‘em! See you there!
“Yeeha” Stephen Slisz
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GPS Tech Tip: Move a Google Map Route to BaseCamp and your GPS
So, you use Google maps for your trip planning and would really like to just take that route and move it to your GPS. That can be done
with just a few steps. Just be sure that the Google route that you build is produced in your Google Account. Here’s the process in a summary diagram followed by step by step instructions:

In Google My Maps

1. You start by signing into your Google My Maps Account. You need to use My Maps and not the generic Google
Maps.
2. Build your route in your My Maps. Remember that you can only have up to 10 “destinations” (includes origin,
destination, and Waypoints) in Google Maps. That does not include Via or Shaping points. If you’ve got more
than that on a route, you should consider doing the route in your tablet/GPS software or BaseCamp.
3. Name your Map and layer. Steps 2 & 3 are interchangeable. You can name your Map and layer, then build
your route if you like.
4. Once the Named route is built in Google Maps, click on the ellipses (three dots to the right of the Map name)
and click on Export to KML/KMZ.
5. That brings up a pop‐up window that gives you a choice of exporting the entire map (recommended) or a spe‐
cific layer. Check Export to KML and then the Download button when you’re ready.
Pick where you want to download the KML file and remember what folder in your PC or Mac it’s located if you didn’t just download to
the desktop. You can also take this Google KML or KMZ file and use it to load in your tablet, if your tablet software will accept a
downloaded KML/KMZ file.
(Continued on page 8)
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GPS(Continued from page 7)

Open BaseCamp
1. Open BaseCamp and create/name a new list. You can create a folder with a new list if you choose.
2. Be sure the list you want to import into is highlighted (active), then click on File/Import into ‘name of KML file’.
3. That will bring the Google route into BaseCamp as a “Track” or point‐to‐point file. You need to change that
Track file to a Route file if you want it to follow the roads.
4. To change the Track to a Route, you use the Route Data screen (click on the Track twice to bring up the Route
Data Screen), then change the Track to a Route. Recalculate the Route, and then make any changes if needed.
5. To down load the BaseCamp route, just hook up your GPS, and make sure the list with the route you want to
download is highlighted. You can then use the menu Device/Send to Device or just click on the device
download icon if you’ve moved that into your toolbar.
Another option
If you want to load a Google route directly to your phone or tablet, you don’t even need to use My Maps. Just sign into Google, open
Google Maps and build your route. Then, in the left-hand Directions window, just under the dark blue band, select “Send directions to
your phone”. You are offered options to send this file to your phone, tablet, email or even a text to your phone.

You’re ready to get on your bike and ride!

VINCE

“ROADS OF SPRING RALLY”
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Near the end of March, our Tourmeister led us on rather rapid adventure into and out of the wilds of far, far West Texas. Our rooms were in
Alpine but we only slept there and had one dinner at the original
“Reata” restaurant. Our waking moments were mainly flooded with
huge vistas inside and outside Big Bend National Park, including a
stop in Santa Elena Canyon and Chisos Basin; followed by a day in
Fort Davis exploring the fort and later, the MacDonald Observatory. On Sunday our tires barely touched the pavement on the way
home, pausing for lunch at Perini Ranch Steakhouse in Buffalo Gap.
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2018 PREMIER CLUB RIDES
All the details for each of the Club Events are available by clicking on the event or scrolling down

Mar 21-25, Thu- Sun; Hamilton & Alpine, TX “Roads of Spring Rally”
Thru Big Bend Country **
Apr 13-15, Fri-Sun; Natchitoches, LA. “Thank God It’s Spring” Natchitoches Jazz Festival & Crawfish Fest**
Oct 25-28, Thu-Sun; Eureka Springs, AR.
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour”
** No Club Hotel Room Block
“Ride ‘em - Don’t Hide ‘em”

THE WORLD’S MOST INTERESTING MOTORCYCLE
CLUB
RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL
BMWDFW Club Forum
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Yahoo Group. Click here to join

CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2nd Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX. Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford. Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm.
CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2nd Sunday, MONTHLY
AM/10 AM, Mary’s Brazos Café, Tin Top, 15 mi south of Weatherford, Texas. A ride follows, weather permitting.
CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM
WEEKLY. Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051, (817) 421-3444.

AD HOC RIDES
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at Yahoo Groups. Click here to join
(Continued on page 11)
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EVENTS(Continued from page 10)

2018 SIGNATURE CLUB EVENT DETAIL
May 04-06, Fri-Sun; Mountain View, AR. Return to Mountain View Ride
Now on the official 2018 BMWDFW Events List. Many of the riders that attended the 2017 Thank God It's
Spring ride to Arkansas renewed their reservations for 2018. To join the 2018 2-night version of our return to
Mountain View Arkansas call the Host Hotel: Pinewood Cabins for rooms 1- 877-269-5900. 15 premium
rooms at the top of the hill and on the town square! Other nice rooms and cabins are available (There is no
VINCE BRECKNER
club room block this year, so call soon) http://www.pinewoodcabins.net/. Please RSVP to Stephen Slisz at
yeeha.stephens@gmail.com

May 19, Sat; White Rock Lake, TX. BMWDFW Cool Your Rocks Redux
Join us at the White Rock Boat Club on White Rock Lake in Dallas from 6pm to 10pm for free hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks and
music. This is our annual picnic and a family affair. Bring your spouse or significant other and spend time with your fellow
BMWDFW members. Please RSVP by May 15 to Stephen at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com so we have an accurate headcount for the
food. We ask you to please bring a dish to share with your fellow members. This really worked out well in prior years and we’ve had
some spectacular dishes! If you prefer more adult libations, please bring your own. The White Rock Boat Club is located at 340 E. Lawther Drive in Dallas. For more on White Rock Boat Club, click here. See our website for more information as it develops. See you
there!

Sept 3, Mon, Godley, TX. 6th Annual Ride for Tacos
Meet me @ "The" QT station in Hurst across from the old dealership on Highway 10 at 0900. We'll run over to 360 and down to 917 to
Godley. We’ll lunch on some tacos and head back to the house before it gets really hot.

Oct 1, Mon; Ending Date of the Photo of the Year Contest
This is the ending date for Photo of the Year (Contest runs to October 1 in any given year. Photos submitted after October 1 will be
considered an entry for the following year.) All Contest forms are available at http://bmwdfw.org/ under the Contest tab.

Oct 25-28, Thu-Sun; Eureka Springs, AR. BMWDFW Annual Fall Color Tour
Host Hotel: Edelweiss Inn at 2066 E. Van Buren. The reservations number is 800-870-2529. This is our Annual ride to Eureka
Springs, AR for some of the best autumn color and riding available. If you don’t get an answer when you call, send an email to
stay@edelweissinn.com. We’ll be there for the nights from October 25th to 28th, arriving Thursday and departing Sunday. When you
call or email be sure to tell them that you are with the BMWDFW Motorcycle Club. This year, there will be no organized ride to to/
from Eureka Springs. The Tourmeister will post several GPS routes on the Yahoo list along with several suggested day rides in and
around the Eureka Springs area. Watch the Yahoo list, as some folks may post their rides for others to join. Please RSVP to Stephen
Slisz at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com.

Oct 31, Wed; Ending Date of the Article of the Year Contest
For Article of the Year (Submit articles to the newsletter editor, Don Mills at email address don_mill@sbcglobal.net). All Contest forms
are available at http://bmwdfw.org/ under the Contest tab.

Nov 15, Thu; Ending & Starting Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest Submissions
The submission forms must be sent to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132,Bedford, TX 76095-0132. The form is available here.

Nov 25, Sun; Last Day for RSVP for the BMWDFW Annual Awards Banquet
Send your RSVP to Dennis Bufton at mailto:buftond@tx.rr.com with a "Yes I am" or "No I am not" coming. If yes, please indicate the
number in your party. We need to provide the number of attendees to the restaurant in advance so they may provide sufficient food
and drink.

Dec 1, Sat; Annual Dues for 2018
Be sure to get your Annual Dues to Dennis Bufton for 2017. Catch him at Saturday breakfast or mail your check to: Dennis Bufton
at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132, Bedford, TX 76095-0132.
Dec 2, Sun; Euless, TX. BMWDFW Annual Awards Banquet
Be sure to put this one on your calendar as a do not miss. The Annual Awards Banquet will be held at in the ballroom adjacent to
the Raven’s Grille at the Texas Star Golf Course, 1400 Texas Star Parkway, in Euless, TX on Sunday, December 3, 2017. Check in
starts at 6 pm with dinner starting about 7 pm. Dinner will be followed by the presentations and some more socializing until about
10 pm. This is a premier event and not to be missed. RSVP with Dennis Bufton at buftond@tx.rr.com or catch him at breakfast for
your tickets. Tickets are $20 for members and first guest, $35 dollars for additional guests. I’ve already made my reservation!

(Continued on page 12)
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EVENTS(Continued from page 11)

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS
May 4-6, Fri-Sun; Hiawassee, GA. Georgia Mountain Rally
Some of the finest and twistiest roads in the southeast make this rally a must. The beautiful North Georgia Mountain location is in
close proximity to Deal's Gap, the Cherohala Skyway, Wolf Pen Gap, Two Wheels Only (TWO), Brasstown Bald, Richard Russell
Scenic Parkway, Blood Mountain (Hwy 129), Nantahala, Wyah Bald, the Blue Ridge Parkway, and much more. Click here for registration and more information.
May 18-20, Fri-Sun; Dallas, TX. Rockers vs Mods
This tribute to the 1960s British rivalry between the Rockers and Mods holds true to the subculture that bore the two clashing trends.
But the three day bike show and music festival has been infused with a very Texas vibe with great music and jackassery of the best
kind! If you haven’t attended, you should. Click here for all the info.

May 18-20, Fri-Sun; Rusk, TX. Texas National Picnic
Join us at the Texas State Railroad Park in Rusk, Texas for the Fifth Annual Texas National Picnic. This is a week-end campout with
the Picnic being held at the Park Dining Hall around noon on Saturday. There is no fee for the event and the park day-use fee is
waived for attendees. Camping, hotels & food are on your own and there are nearby hotels available. There are restrooms, showers,
picnic tables, grills, and plenty of parking. Bring your own food and drink; we will provide charcoal for the grills on Saturday. More
information will be posted on our website East Texas BMW Club. There are lots of nice East Texas roads to ride and there will be GPS
routes posted on our website. Information about the park and local camping is on the park’s website http://www.texasstaterr.com/.

Jun 2, Sat; Graham, TX. 4th Annual Food Truck Championship
Talk about fun! This is the 3rdAnnual Food Truck Championship of Texas event which runs from 11am to 7pm, or later if you want
to attend the concert. Click here for all the information. This is a free admission event and they will have live bands and art displays
from Texas artists and artisans in addition to the Food Trucks. There will be limited seating, so bring a lawn chair if you’re going to
hang out.
Jun 18, Monday; Annual Ride to Work Day
Click here for all the information.

Jun 21-24; Thu-Sun; Plain, WA. Tourtech Rally - West
the Touratech Rally is in the mountain town of Plain, WA. This has become the largest gathering of adventure motorcycle enthusiasts on the West Coast. The rally will be held in conjunction with the Washington Overland Rally and will include camping, classes,
GPS tracks, group rides and entertaining guest speakers, including hilarious rider and world traveler Ed March. Click here for all the
information.
Jul 6-8, Fri-Sun; Lexington, OH. 2018 AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days
This event is held at the Lexington, Ohio Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio. It is “…America’s largest motorcycle swap
meet, national championship vintage racing in numerous disciplines…”. Click here for more information.

Jul 12-15, Thu-Sun; Des Moines, IA. BMW MOA National Rally
This event is being held in the Iowa State Fairgrounds. For registration and all the information on the rally click here, and then click
on the RALLY tab for specifics.

Jul 19-21, Thu-Sun; Paonia, CO. Top O’ The Rockies Rally
Yes, this is the one you’re always hearing about. Click here for more information

Aug 4, Sat; Lakewood, CO. BMWMCC 100,000 Foot Ride
This ride is structured to take you over enough mountain passes to total over 100,000 feet in a single day. This achievement is not
attainable anywhere else in North America and perhaps the world. The 100,000 Foot Ride (TM) provides the participant with the
best of Colorado scenery and a broad selection of some of the best motorcycle roads the state has to offer. Registration is required.
Get all the info here.
Aug 9-12, Thu-Sun; Grandjean, ID. Stanley Stomp Rally
Located about 27 miles northeast of Lowman, Grandjean is a beautiful setting for the Stomp! Click here for more information.

Aug 17-19, Fri-Sun; Eureka Springs. MOA Getaway to Eureka Springs
Located in the heart of the Ozark Mountains, Eureka Springs is also a hub for the best motorcycle rides in the Natural State. Ribbons
of highway curl around majestic bluffs and spill over hills revealing breathtaking scenery. Registration is required. Go here for all
the information and to register.
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