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Riding the Trans-Am-Trail East

T

he Trans America Trail or TAT is an epic dual sport adventure ride across the U.S.
It runs from southeastern Tennessee all the way to the Pacific coast of Oregon and
is approximately 5000 miles long. Sam Correro, an avid off-road rider from Mississippi,
developed the route. It took Sam some eight years to research and piece together what
is now widely known as The TAT. It consists of gravel roads, dirt roads, jeep roads, forest roads and farm roads that explore a plethora of the most interesting yet “off the
beaten path” sights that America has to offer! Quoting Sam, “There are sections of
Andy Jones
mud, sand, snow and rocks. This Trail is not for everyone - it takes a rider with a "quest
for adventure" and a special "love" for a motorcycle. It's all of the above, but it's for the
Dual-Sport Rider.” Enter Kokopelli Motorcycle Adventures and the hard core dual sport riders from
BMW DFW! I have been planning dual sport “Adventure Rides” for this unique group of riders since
2007, and the TAT (West) is one of the most satisfying and toughest rides we have made during that
time span.
Last November eight of us set out to ride the eastern part of
the TAT from Andrews, North Carolina, to Hazen, Arkansas.
The riders included me, Joel Watson, Randy Gilbert, Ronnie
Weinzapfel, Nace Salamone, Jim Wallin, Dave Connell and
Bill Thomas. We rode some 1,185 miles, riding across portions of six different States.
We trailered
our bikes to
Andrews, N.C.
and on Day 1 we rode to Copperhill, TN, travelling
through the Nantahala National Forest and the Cherokee
National Forest. The forests were glistening with Fall
Color and a thick layer of the colorful leaves blanketed
our path along the narrow, winding forest roads that took
us over the mountains! The temperature was cool in the
morning (around 39 degrees)
but quite pleasant by midday. We saw the Stewart
Cabin built in the late 1800’s by early settlers
in the region and rode alongside the Tellico
River for miles. The rustic but comfortable
Copperhill Country Cabins sheltered us for
the evening.
On Day 2 we headed to LaFayette, GA. The trail took us through the
Cherokee National Forest in Tennessee and the Chattahoochee National Forest in Georgia. The trail offered several views of Ocoee Lake. Once in Georgia, the trail ran along the Conasauga River for a
ways (was that banjo music that I heard?!?) then south of Dalton, GA. and the across the western part of
the Chattahoochee National Forest before reaching LaFayette.
On Day 3 We started the day riding to the top of Crockford-Pigeon Mountain, a wildlife refuge with
breathtaking views of the valley to our east. There were numerous hunters on the mountain seeking the
ample game available. Coming down the mountain, I encountered a doe that ran out from the right hand
(Continued on page 4)
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TAT(Continued from page 3)

bar ditch. I
swerved in
time to miss
her by about
three feet!!!
We then
headed north
back into
Tennessee,
crossing the
Tennessee
River near
the town of Jasper. We rode through the huge campus
of historic Sewanee- “The University of the South”
founded in 1857, lunched in Cowan, TN. right next to the Cowan
Railroad Museum, then traveled through beautiful farmland on
tree-lined, winding roads, all the way to Fayetteville, TN.
On Day 4 our team rode across a swath of middle Tennessee,
passing through wooded sections on both gravel and paved roads
and also wound through scenic farmland with grazing livestock
and crop stubble in the fields, until we arrived in Savanah.
About 30 miles of the trail parallels the Natchez Trace. The Trans
Am Trail gives one a broad perspective of the beauty of the State of
Tennessee. Mt. Zion Church, located between Minor Hill and Five
Points, TN, was founded in 1885, and there were church services being conducted there as we rode through past! We crossed Sugar
Creek at a low water crossing near the church. It was a cloudy
and cool day with a few
stray raindrops along
the way; just enough to
keep the dust at bay. Bill Thomas had the rear wheel bearings (both of them) on his KTM fail and he had to call Dave,
who was driving our chase truck that day, to come get him.
We encountered several water crossings as we made our
way westward on the trail. Randy Gilbert, Nace Salamone
and Jim Wallins entertained us with their
own individual water fording styles! Luckily
nobody took a bath in the creek!

(Continued on page 5)
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TAT (Continued from page 4)

On Day 5 the Kokopelli MC ADV Team rode in parts of three
States. We rode a loop through northwestern Alabama and finished in Corinth, Mississippi. It was very cool and cloudy when
we started and didn’t warm up until afternoon when the clouds
finally cleared. The trail led down to the Tennessee River just
east of Waterloo, Alabama, and followed along the river westward towards Waterloo, the last destination on the Alabama
Trail of Tears Corridor. In July 1838, a 700-person Cherokee
detachment ended its 230-mile overland migration in Waterloo,
boarded the steamboat Smelter, and left on the water route to Indian Territory. Many died on the forced march and while camping awaiting the steamboat. SAD…From
there the TAT led back up into Tennessee. This section of the trail had numerous water crossings where
the creeks that fed into the Tennessee River crossed the small county roads that we were on. We crossed
the Pickwick Dam over the Tennessee River. Just west of the little town of Counce, TN. we encountered a “Road Closed – Bridge Out” sign on our route along Campbell
Old Mill Road. We found that the bridge was indeed closed, but there
was a way to leave the road, ride down to a shallow area of the creek and
cross it, ride under the bridge, then ride back
up to the road on the other side. Then we continued our journey on south into Mississippi
where we found yet
another “Bridge Out”

sign. We managed to ride
around the barricades, over
the bridge and around the
barricades on the other side, arriving in Corinth for
fabulous burgers at Abe's Grill. Today’s ride was
indeed an “adventure”!
On Day 6 our TAT Adventure ride took us to Granada, MS. The landscape changed from hilly and tree
covered to flat farmland or ranchland. It was
quite cold when we started but warmed up a lot
in the afternoon. We made a quick stop in Dumas, MS. for a cup of hot chocolate to warm up
and to get some gas for Randy. We crossed over
Hell Creek. At least the bridge was intact! During the afternoon, we rode through a portion of
the Holly Springs National Forest on some
great forest roads. The county roads transitioned
from asphalt to gravel to hard pack dirt with no
apparent pattern for the changes. Towards the
end of the day, we traversed an area where logging was taking place and the roads were covered with a deep layer of fresh dirt with some
gravel mixed in. There were numerous muddy
sections and deep mud holes across the road. We
stopped in the little community of Yocona and
(Continued on page 6)
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enjoyed a late lunch snack on some picnic tables in their Community Center Park that happened to be right next to the local volunteer fire station. Several of our
team members took advantage of the
nice sunshine and took a little afternoon
nap, before riding into Granada.
Day 7 was the final day of our ride, terminating in Hazen, AR. We rode
through some forested areas, but saw a
lot of low flatland, as we got closer to
the Mississippi River, where we rode
along miles of levees that protected cotton, corn and rice fields from flooding from the various rivers and streams that fed into the mighty Mississippi River. We encountered yet another “closed bridge” but rode around the barricades and
crossed the bridge anyway. We crossed over the Mississippi
River on the Highway 49 bridge to start across Arkansas, the
last State on our TAT Adventure this year. We stopped in
Trenton, AR. to sign the guestbook of TAT Riders that Mr.
Simon Schell set up at his small store. He has a large sign in
front of the store encouraging the riders to stop in!

We made a stop at the
Louisiana Purchase
State Park to see the
Cornerstone placed
there on November 10,
1815, where the survey
began that included all

the lands in the Louisiana Purchase, which more than
doubled the size of the United States! (See Feb Newsletter
CAT 2 Photo) We concluded our TAT Adventure in Hazen,
AR, having travelled 1,185 miles over seven days. The
Trans America Trail continues on across the U.S. all the
way to Port Orford, Oregon. Many of us on this ride completed the western portions of the TAT in 2010 and 2011.
Thanks to my fellow riders; Joel Watson, Randy Gilbert,
Ronnie Weinzapfel, Nace Salamone, Jim Wallin,
Dave Connell and Bill Thomas for making a great
adventure even more memorable!
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Category II - Photo for March

On the way to Jasper, Alberta, Canada, I happened to look back at the ICE FIELD PARKWAY!
Don Mills

True North
A Tourmeister’s Report

A

t the February BMWDFW Club meeting, newsletter Editor-in-Chief Don Mills expressed concern that overwhelmingly, the club’s newsletter articles were about past
events and he stated his desire to publish more timely articles referring to the present
STEPHEN SLISZ
club activities and other current “goings-on’’ within the club. I began to wonder what
happened behind the scenes over at One-Publishers-Place. Had somebody been ragging on our newsletter Editor about pages of stale content? Are the readers growing bored with the same ol’ faces plastered
across the colored photos within? Did Mr. Mills actually scold his numerous article contributors for living in the past? Was that his face-slap and sweaty glove thrown at our feet? Well, it sounded personal to
me and I can take a hint. I’ll show him a thing or two. I too, can be a forward thinking guy. I can envision the future and put it pen-to-paper as well as anyone…. En Garde!
For starters, let’s gaze into the crystal ball and see what’s in the cards for the Spring ride to the Big
Bend area of Texas. The theme for the 2018 Roads of Spring Rally echoes the words from a hauntingly
romantic tune from Chris Rea and his picturesque descriptions of West Texas highways. “Texas. They
(Continued on page 8)
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got big long roads out there. Warm winds blowin’, heat ‘n blue skies, and a road
that goes forever, I’m going to Texas”.
We’ve got several long days
planned and welcome anyone that
wants to do all or just part of the
Roads of Spring. The full slate
starts with lunch at Del Norte Tacos on Wednesday and a short afternoon ride to the Inn at Circle T
hotel in an Early Bird attempt to
shorten the miles down to Big
Bend. An early departure Thursday

morning has us peeling off 400+ miles of West Texas desert scenery
before we hit our Holiday Inn base camp hotel in Alpine. Dinners in
Alpine will be on your own, although we are going to put our heads
together and try to snag some reservations at the Reata restaurant
one of those nights.
Friday’s itinerary has us visiting the Ft Davis National Monument,
the McDonald Observatory and the Chihuahuan Desert Botanical
Gardens as well as riding the Davis Mountain loop before heading back to Alpine. Bring your National
Parks pass!
Saturday is Big Bend National Park day! We’ll head straight to the park and along the way, getting
gas for our bikes at every available gas stop. Fuel stations
are scarce in far West Texas and we would hate to run
out on some lonely road. Let’s visit the Santa Elena
Canyon, the Chisos Mountain Lodge/restaurant and
the Boquillas Canyon Overlook while we’re there, and
don’t let me forget to stop at the new Fossil Bone Exhibit
along US385 on the way out of the park.

One night I’d love to hit the Marfa Lights
Viewing Area after dinner and see if we can
catch the mysterious flickering lights.
On the way home Sunday, we should stop off
at the famous Perini’s Steakhouse for lunch in Buffalo Gap, just South of Abilene. I may want to call it
a day after that and spend Sunday night in Abilene.
Other news affecting our “future”, the Thank God It’s Spring ride to the Natchitoches Jazz/
Crawfish Festival has MOVED WEEKENDS! It’s now a weekend earlier on April 13-15 2018. The
ride itinerary is the same; it just takes place a week sooner. If you still want to go, make sure you rebook
rooms for the appropriate weekend! SO THERE!!! THE TOURMEISTER HAS FORESEEN….
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BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK !
March 21 - Early Bird Ride - Hamilton - Inn at Circle T (254)386-3209
March 22-24 - Alpine, TX– Holiday Inn Express (432) 837-9597
*note* best hotel rates are booked online

RIDE FEATURES


Early Bird Ride to One of Our Favorite Hotels - Inn at Circle T



McDonald Observatory and Fort Davis Scenic Mountain Loop




Big Bend National Park

Scenic River Road 170 - Santa Elena Canyon - Chisos Mountains - Ross Maxwell Drive
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2018 PREMIER CLUB RIDES
All the details for each of the Club Events are available by clicking on the event or scrolling down

Mar 21-25, Thu- Sun; Hamilton & Alpine, TX “Roads of Spring Rally”
Thru Big Bend Country **
Apr 13-15, Fri-Sun; Natchitoches, LA. “Thank God It’s Spring” Natchitoches Jazz Festival & Crawfish Fest**
Oct 25-28, Thu-Sun; Eureka Springs, AR.
BMWDFW Annual “Fall Color Tour”
** No Club Hotel Room Block
“Ride ‘em - Don’t Hide ‘em”

RECURRING CLUB ACTIVITES DETAIL
BMWDFW Club Forum
Our members’ forum is at the BMWDFW Yahoo Group. Click here to join

CLUB MEETING, 7:30 PM, 2nd Tuesday, MONTHLY, except December
Spring Creek BBQ, 1509 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX. Located on the westbound access road of Airport Freeway at
the corner of Forest Ridge Drive in Bedford. Dinner and social begins 6:30 pm.
CLUB BREAKFAST / RIDE, 2nd Sunday, MONTHLY
AM/10 AM, Mary’s Brazos Café, Tin Top, 15 mi south of Weatherford, Texas. A ride follows, weather permitting.
CLUB BREAKFAST, Saturday, 7:30 AM/8:45 AM
WEEKLY. Original Pancake House in Grapevine, 1505 William D Tate Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051, (817) 421-3444.

AD HOC RIDES
These will be announced as they come up on the Members Forum at Yahoo Groups. Click here to join
(Continued on page 11)
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EVENTS(Continued from page 10)

2018 SIGNATURE CLUB EVENT DETAIL
Mar 01. Thu; Lake Worth, TX. Two Wheeled Tuesday/Thursday
Ride to lunch at The Point restaurant on Lake Worth. We'll saddle up at the QT station on TX
Hwy 10 and Loop 820 about 10am and ride around Lake Worth to The Point. Or you can met us
there about 11am. (weather permitting) http://www.thepointlakeworth.com/
Mar 03. Sat; Clifton, TX. Lonesome Dove Photo Exhibit – Bosque Museum

VINCE BRECKNER

The exhibit is a collection of still photos from the sets of the made-for-tv movie Lonesome Dove. The long
range forecast is for nicer weather on March 3rd, the last day of the show. And I'm riding down if the weather holds or going in the car
if the weather turns bad. We’ll leave the Ft Worth BMW MC dealership @ 10am – Saturday, view the photo exhibit from Noon to 1pm,
then lunch @ Horny Toad Grill in Cranfills Gap about 1:30pm.

Mar 21-25. Thu- Sun; Hamilton & Alpine, TX. Roads of Spring to the Big Ben Country
Wednesday March 21st - Early Bird Ride to Hamilton. Then we depart Hamilton to Alpine on Thursday and visit the Scenic Pecos
River bridge and the Judge Roy Bean Museum in Langtry. Or, you can elect to do the Thursday March 22nd direct route Roads of
Spring Ride which departs from DFW. The nicer restaurants in Alpine request reservations - Please rsvp Stephen at
yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com if you plan to attend so we can give the restaurants a good head count. There is no room block, so make
your reservations at the hotel of your choice. Watch the Yahoo list for any updates to departure times and routes.
The HQ hotel for the Early Bird Ride is in Hamilton at the Inn at Circle T. Click here for info.
The HQ hotel in Alpine is the Holiday Inn Express in Alpine, Tx. Click here for reservations. There are no room blocks, so make your
reservations at the hotel of your choice. The HQ (Headquarters) hotels are where the Tourmeister is staying. Watch the Yahoo list for
any updates to departure times and routes.

Apr 6-8, Fri-Sun; Kerrville, TX. Hill Country Hangout Ride and Campout
All the details from the San Antonio club are available including the folks that are registered. Click here for all the information and to
register for this event. Pls RSVP to yeeha.stephen@yahoo.com if you’re planning to ride with him. Watch the Yahoo List for more details. This is a weather permitting ride as it’s a campout event.

Apr 13-15, Fri-Sun; Natchitoches, LA. Thank God It’s Spring - Natchitoches Jazz Festival & Crawfish Fest
The TGIS ride will be to the Natchitoches Jazz and Crawfish Fest-and leaves the Hurst QT at 7am. The main group will briefly stop to
pick up a second group to depart from the Forney Dairy Queen on US80 and 740 at 8:15am. Lunch will be in Nacogdoches at the Clear
Springs restaurant Friday dinner suggestion is at the Crawfish Hole restaurant downtown. Saturday we’ll visit the Plantations at the
Cane River Creole National Historical Park. Saturday evening we’ll visit the Natchitoches Jazz Fest downtown on the banks of the
Cane River There will be no room block, so make your reservations at the hotel of your choice. The HQ (Headquarter) hotel is where
the Tourmeister is staying. . The Natchitoches HQ hotel will be the Comfort Suites on Preston Hayes Rd - (318) 228-8816 for Fri and
Sat nights, Apr 20&21.

May 04-06, Fri-Sun; Mountain View, AR. Return to Mountain View Ride
Now on the official 2018 BMWDFW Events List. Many of the riders that attended the 2017 Thank God It's Spring ride to Arkansas
renewed their reservations for 2018. To join the 2018 2-night version of our return to Mountain View Arkansas call the Host Hotel:
Pinewood Cabins for rooms 1- 877-269-5900. 15 premium rooms at the top of the hill and on the town square! Other nice rooms and
cabins are available (There is no club room block this year, so call soon) http://www.pinewoodcabins.net/. Please RSVP to Stephen Slisz
at yeeha.stephens@gmail.com

May 19, Sat; White Rock Lake, TX. BMWDFW Cool Your Rocks Redux
Join us at the White Rock Boat Club on White Rock Lake in Dallas from 6pm to 10pm for free hamburgers, hot dogs, soft drinks and
music. This is our annual picnic and a family affair. Bring your spouse or significant other and spend time with your fellow
BMWDFW members. Please RSVP by May 15 to Stephen at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com so we have an accurate headcount for the
food. We ask you to please bring a dish to share with your fellow members. This really worked out well in prior years and we’ve had
some spectacular dishes! If you prefer more adult libations, please bring your own. The White Rock Boat Club is located at 340 E. Lawther Drive in Dallas. For more on White Rock Boat Club, click here. See our website for more information as it develops. See you
there!

Sept 3, Mon, Godley, TX. 6th Annual Ride for Tacos
Meet me @ "The" QT station in Hurst across from the old dealership on Highway 10 at 0900. We'll run over to 360 and down to 917 to
Godley. We’ll lunch on some tacos and head back to the house before it gets really hot.

Oct 1, Mon; Ending Date of the Photo of the Year Contest
This is the ending date for Photo of the Year (Contest runs to October 1 in any given year. Photos submitted after October 1 will be
considered an entry for the following year.) All Contest forms are available at http://bmwdfw.org/ under the Contest tab.
(Continued on page 12)
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Oct 25-28, Thu-Sun; Eureka Springs, AR. BMWDFW Annual Fall Color Tour
Host Hotel: Edelweiss Inn at 2066 E. Van Buren. The reservations number is 800-870-2529. This is our Annual ride to Eureka
Springs, AR for some of the best autumn color and riding available. If you don’t get an answer when you call, send an email to
stay@edelweissinn.com. We’ll be there for the nights from October 25th to 28th, arriving Thursday and departing Sunday. When you
call or email be sure to tell them that you are with the BMWDFW Motorcycle Club. This year, there will be no organized ride to to/
from Eureka Springs. The Tourmeister will post several GPS routes on the Yahoo list along with several suggested day rides in and
around the Eureka Springs area. Watch the Yahoo list, as some folks may post their rides for others to join. Please RSVP to Stephen
Slisz at yeeha_stephen@yahoo.com.

Oct 31, Wed; Ending Date of the Article of the Year Contest
For Article of the Year (Submit articles to the newsletter editor, Don Mills at email address don_mill@sbcglobal.net). All Contest forms
are available at http://bmwdfw.org/ under the Contest tab.

Nov 15, Thu; Ending Date for BMWDFW Mileage Contest Submissions
The submission form must be sent to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132,Bedford, TX 76095-0132. The form is available here.

Nov 15, Thu; Starting Date for BMWDFW 2017 Mileage Contest
Record your starting mileage and submit to Dennis Bufton at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132,Bedford, TX 76095-0132. The form is available
here.

Nov 25, Sun; Last Day for RSVP for the BMWDFW Annual Awards Banquet
Send your RSVP to Dennis Bufton at mailto:buftond@tx.rr.com with a "Yes I am" or "No I am not" coming. If yes, please indicate the
number in your party. We need to provide the number of attendees to the restaurant in advance so they may provide sufficient food
and drink.

Dec 1, Sat; Annual Dues for 2018
Be sure to get your Annual Dues to Dennis Bufton for 2017. Catch him at Saturday breakfast or mail your check to: Dennis Bufton
at BMWDFW, P.O. Box 132, Bedford, TX 76095-0132.
Dec 2, Sun; Euless, TX. BMWDFW Annual Awards Banquet
Be sure to put this one on your calendar as a do not miss. The Annual Awards Banquet will be held at in the ballroom adjacent to
the Raven’s Grille at the Texas Star Golf Course, 1400 Texas Star Parkway, in Euless, TX on Sunday, December 3, 2017. Check in
starts at 6 pm with dinner starting about 7 pm. Dinner will be followed by the presentations and some more socializing until about
10 pm. This is a premier event and not to be missed. RSVP with Dennis Bufton at buftond@tx.rr.com or catch him at breakfast for
your tickets. Tickets are $20 for members and first guest, $35 dollars for additional guests. I’ve already made my reservation!

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS
Mar 09-18, Fri-Sun; Daytona, FL. Daytona Bike Week
Enough said! Click here for more info.
Mar 11, Sun; *** Daylight Saving Time Begins ***
Mar 12, Mon; Cresson, TX. Eurosport Cycle’s Spring Track Day and Riding School
We have taken racing techniques and brought them into the real world for street riders to be better and safer. The riders school group
includes both classroom and on track instruction. Riders school riders will be in classroom when the open track day riders are on the
track. Water is available, please provide you own lunch. Cost for either group is $175. Click here for registration and more info.

Mar 23-25, Fri-Sun; Beeville, TX. The Texas Mile Note: Registration is Jan 14, 5pm
Competitors are coming from all over to achieve their fastest speed in running the Texas Mile. This is both a car and motorcycle event
with multiple classes, including street legal. Spectators are allowed in the paddock and there are rules for both participants and spectators. This event is tagged as “A High Speed Shoot-out and Land Speed Racing Venue that compares to the likes of the Bonneville
that beckons one to "Drive in Your World, Race in Ours"! Click here for all the information

Apr 1, Sun; ***EASTER SUNDAY***
Apr 6-8, Fri-Sun; Kerrville, TX. Hill Country Hangout
All the details from the MOA are available including the folks that are registered. Click here for more information.

Apr 20-22, Fri-Sun; Austin, TX. Moto/America’s Championship of Texas
Moto/America’s Championship of Texas race at the Circuit of the America’s in Austin will be run this weekend. Details can be found
here. BZ

BMWDFW
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