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Next Meeting: 
Friday, June 18, 7 p.m., via ZOOM 

Program: 
Ann Budziak, Director of Arboretum 

Horticulture, speaking on rain gardens 

INSIDE: Ron Miner and Jerry Moreno on our ADS 
National Show; Meet a Member—Bob Wenning; 
Tony Evangelista’s dahlia slide show in words

and other dahlia news



Greetings Dahlia Lovers,
We hope our October and November meetings and perhaps our 
December luncheon will be in-person. But our ZOOM meetings have 
also been enjoyable.   The topics were: ADS New Introductions Slide 
Show in February; a photo illustrated talk about daylilies in March by 
member Cynthia Druckenbrod, who also grows lots of dahlias and 
showed us some photos of them too; an always educational and 
interesting talk in April by Tony Evangelista on organic gardening, which 
is synopsized in this Digest; and some videos in May on dahlia culture 
regarding planting, topping, and disbudding. June’s meeting features Ann 
Rzepka Budziak on Rain Gardens.  Ann is the Director of Horticulture at 
the Holden Forests and Gardens.  Let me know if there are any topics 
that you would like to experience at a future program.  We want our 
events to be beneficial for you.
Our tuber and plant sales went well.  Thanks to Mike Weber and Dave 
Cap for countless hours in propagating plants at the Willoway Nurseries 
greenhouse in Avon.  With the help of Rob Swaney they managed to 
avert a disaster as the greenhouse temperature rose to close to 100 
degrees the week before the distribution, but they managed to get the 
wilting, yellowing plants in decent shape for our customers by sale time 
on Sunday, May 23. Super kudos guys for a job superbly done! And 
thanks to Sharon Swaney for her work on the website that made 
choosing and ordering what plants we had available very easy and 
straightforward.
Work continues to organize tasks involved in our hosting the 
54th American Dahlia Society Dahlia Show as well as the 86th Midwest 
Dahlia Conference Show and our own 90th DSO Show. The site is the 
Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center in Wooster.  The 
registration form is on our website as well as this newsletter, and the 
Show Schedule is on our website along with information on lodging at 
the nearby Comfort Suites if you want to stay there.  Let me know if you 
can devote some time to helping. 
Keep well and healthy. Hope to see you for our June meeting via ZOOM. 

Jerry

MORENO’S MEMO



Ann Budziak on rain gardens
Ann Budziak, Director of Arboretum Horticulture, 
with Holden Forests and Gardens, will tell us about 
“Rain Gardens—Working Hard While Looking 
Good” at our June 18, 7 p.m. ZOOM meeting. 
She started at Holden as a volunteer in 1997 and 
spent several years working as a conservation 
seasonal while earning her B.A. in Environmental 
Studies from Hiram College after which she was 
hired permanently in 2008 as the Horticulturist for 
the Myrtle S. Holden Wildflower Garden.  She notes 

that rain gardens clean and infiltrate storm water as well as offer 
landscape beauty.  Her program covers the benefits of rain gardens and 
how to properly site, select plants for and install one on a residential lot.

Mark your calendars for our 2021 events
Aug. 8: Picnic, Moebius Nature Center, arranged by Debbie Findlay, who 
will decide in early July whether it will be pot-luck or box lunch. Ron 
Miner will hold a judging seminar.
Aug. 10-15:  Cuyahoga County Fair Show arranged by Dave Cap; set-
up on Saturday, Aug. 14, starting at 7:30 a.m. 
Aug. 27-29:  Mahoning Valley Dahlia Society Show, Boardman Park. Set 
up on Friday, Aug. 27, after 6 p.m. and Saturday, Aug. 28, after 6 a.m.
Sept. 2-6:  Geauga County Fair Dahlia Show; Friday, Sept. 3, 4-9 p.m. 
Register by Aug. 11 at: www.geaugafair.com/2021-fairbook.html.
Sept. 4-5:  Greater Columbus Dahlia Society Show, YMCA, Marysville
Sept. 9-12: 2021 ADS National Show, Midwest Dahlia Show and DSO 
Dahlia Show, OARDC, Wooster, OH. Set-up Friday, Sept. 10, 4 p.m.—
Saturday, Sept. 11, 9:30 a.m. Details on the DSO website.
Oct. 2-3:  DSO Member Show, Petitti’s Oakwood, Set-up Oct. 2, 8-11 
a.m.; Tear down Sunday afternoon.
Oct. 15: John Burmeister, Valley City Fungi, will tell us about growing 
mushrooms.
Nov. 19:  Nancy Riopelle, PowerPoint presentation, “Loving the Medina 
Raptor Center.”  Photo contest curated by Barbara Hosta.
Nov. 24-Jan.3: 2021 GLOW at the Cleveland Botanical Garden: “Hearth 
and Home for the Holidays: the Botanicals We Use to Celebrate.”
Dec. 4:  Holiday Luncheon, Location TBD, Joann Bendokaitis and Mary 
Ann Moreno.

JUNE PROGRAM; 2021 EVENTS



by Ron Miner
We are delighted that it appears “the light at the end of the Covid-19 
tunnel” may be shining brightly by the date of our ADS National Show, 
Sept. 9-12. The pandemic has affected all of us. We hope that missing 
some dahlia shows was the worst of the pandemic’s consequences for 
you. Cancelling the 2020 National and DSO Shows was a tough 
decision, but it was also clearly the right decision. We are now preparing 
for the 2021 National Show anticipating that we will be able to have it! 
Please do your best to get the Covid-19 vaccinations if you plan to attend 
the show.

Our DSO National Show Committee has arranged with The Ohio State 
University’s Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center 

(OARDC) in Wooster to 
hold the annual dahlia 
show and meetings in 
the i r Sh is le r Con-
ference Center and the 
Fisher Auditorium. The 
DSO’s 2003 National 
S h o w i n c l u d e d a 
memorable tour of the 
O A R D C , w h i c h 
features a beautiful 

arboretum and gardens that will be available for touring throughout the 
weekend. 
Wooster is in the heart of Ohio’s Amish country, and there will be an 
optional tour that will stop at local attractions including Lehman’s 
Hardware and the P. Graham Dunn Woodworking Shop. The highlight 
promises to be a traditional Amish meal in an Amish home for lunch.  The 
capacity of the bus limits the tour to a maximum of 35 participants, and 
participation will be limited to those who have completed their Covid-19 
vaccination process. 
A highlight of the Convention program will be seminars covering the ADS 
research activities both on the virus work by Professor Hanu Pappu at 
Washington State University and the genome project by Professors Alex 
Harkess at Auburn and Virginia Walbot at Stanford.

Please consider making a personal donation to help with show 
expenses.   You can also sponsor a show award(s) or a special show 

OUR ADS NATIONAL SHOW



class(es).   Instructions for donations and sponsorships are available on 
our website at https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show-index/.  
If you want to sponsor a special show class to highlight one of your new 
introductions, for example, please let us know as soon as possible.  It is 
important for us to be able to get those classes up on our DSO website 
early so that growers can plan their entries.  Follow the instructions on 
the website to arrange for your special section.   Please note: All 
information, instructions, documents, and forms pertaining to the show 
will be indexed on this page. We have worked hard to keep the 
registration fee low and are operating on a very thin margin.   Your 
support will be appreciated.
The headquarters hotel, Comfort Suites, is across from the Shisler 
Center, and there is plenty of free parking at each site. The address of 
the hotel is 965 Dover Road, Wooster, 44691. Call the hotel directly at 
330-439-0190 and ask for the “National Dahlia Show” rate to get our 
confirmed rate of $99 for a double queen or king room.   The rate 
includes free breakfast and is available until Aug. 9.
The status of the pandemic at this writing 
continues to project acceptable conditions for 
o u r s h o w i n September.   We will 
continue to monitor progress and will only 
cancel the show if unforeseen events make 
it clear that it should be cancelled.  We will, of 
c o u r s e , n e e d t o c o m p l y w i t h t h e 
requirements of The Ohio State University 
facility.   It is possible that we will need to cut 
off the registration if the social distancing 
requirements are not substantially reduced. 
The current banquet limitation is 160 people. 
Remember, also, to bring your face masks. 
Please register early to ensure your ability to 
a t t e n d ! T h e D S O website will announce 
the closure of registrations if we need to do that.
Registrants will be required to sign a waiver absolving the clubs and the 
organizers for responsibility for any health issues that evolve from the 
show.
The DSO website will be an easy way to stay in touch with all the 
information about the Show.  We will keep it updated if conditions change 
and additional details become available.  You can copy and fill out the 
following registration form or you can find the registration registration 
form on the DSO website.  Please see https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/
2021-national-show-index/  for all the show information. We look forward 
to seeing you in Wooster!

https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show-index/
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ADS Show Registra0on 
American Dahlia Society 54th National Show

and Midwest Conference Show
Hosted by the DAHLIA SOCIETY of OHIO at OSU’s Agricultural 
Research and Development Center OARDC  -  Wooster, Ohio  - 

 September 9-12, 2021

Registrant 1________________________________________________

Registrant 2________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________

Phone __________________  Email ____________________________

Registration includes a Thursday night welcoming party sponsored by Todd and 
Connie Imhoff, the Show, Saturday lunch, seminars on the Virus and Genome 
projects, the Saturday night Show Banquet, the ADS Annual Meeting, and an 
informal visit to the Imhoff Garden. 
An optional Amish country tour including lunch is offered on Friday, Sept. 10, for 
registrants who have completed their Covid vaccination process. The tour is 
limited to 35 participants, so register early.

Registration $80 ($120 after Aug 1): Number: ____ x $80 ($120) = _____

Amish Country Tour and Amish lunch: ___ x $100 = _____  Total: ______

Box Lunch Options: Chicken Salad Croissant # ___; Turkey Club Wrap # 
___; Italian Sub # ___; Ham and Swiss on Pretzel Bun # ___; Vegetarian 
Wrap # ___.

Banquet Buffet served by staff:  Indicate here if Vegan or Gluten Free:
Registrant 1______ Registrant 2______

Exhibiting? Approximate # of entries_______
Group? Novice_____ Small Grower_____ Large Grower_____
See show schedule on DSO website for details if group status is not clear.
Standard Midwest Show Tags will be used? Need in advance?_____   

ADS Seedling Bench Evaluation? Yes____ No____ Approx. #_____

Will you enter Artistic Design? Yes_____ Photography? Yes_____



Go to  https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show-index/ for 
information on Artistic Design and Photography classes and instructions.
Participating in judging the show? To minimize risk in judging, we will 
only assign judges and clerks from among those who have completed 
the Covid-19 vaccination process.  Please indicate your vaccination and 
judging status below.

Registrant 1: Vaccinated Yes___ No___; SR___AC___CN___Clerk___

Registrant 2: Vaccinated Yes___ No___; SR___AC___CN___Clerk___

The special situation associated with the Covid-19 Virus this year 
requires us to include a waiver of responsibility from all participants.  
Please sign the following agreement to register;
By signing this application for participation in the 2021 National American Dahlia 
Society and Midwest Conference Show, I agree to abide by the safely protocols 
specified by the Show Committee.  By signing this application, I also agree to 
absolve the ADS, the Midwest Conference, the DSO, their officers and members, 
and the Show Committee of any responsibility for any medical problems that may 
evolve during or after my participation in any aspect of the show

Registrant 1________________________________________________

Registrant 2 _______________________________________________

Sign the above and mail your check and registration forms to Ron Miner: 
8431 Tulip Lane, Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023.  If you prefer, you can 
complete a “fillable” form on the DSO website at:  https://
dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show-index/.  You may also 
register online and pay via PayPal starting at that same link.  

by Jerry Moreno, moreno@jcu.edu
As you know, we will be in the dahlia spotlight this year hosting the 
54th  American Dahlia Society Dahlia Show, the 86th  Midwest Dahlia 
Conference Show, and our own 90th Dahlia Society of Ohio show this 
September 9-12 at the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 
Center in Wooster. A leadership team of 15 DSO members has spent 
countless hours in hopes of providing a show that we hope all who 
attend will remember fondly. Check our website for details regarding the 
Show Schedule, registration form, and ways that you may contribute to 

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
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the project. DSO needs your help. For more information, go to:  https://
dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show/
It is customary at a national show to give every registrant a “goody bag” 
of items. MaryAnn Moreno is the Hospitality Favors Chair.  Currently the 
items include: personalized address labels, buckeyes, garden markers, 
hand sanitizers, hand soaps, honey, honey lip-balm, jar openers, jellies, 
luggage tags, dahlia magnets, note pads, pens, a packet of seeds from 
Ron, and more if you are able to suggest some items for us to look for or 
better yet contribute 150 or so items (exact number to be determined by 
around August 1). The budget can pay but try to keep the per item cost at 
a d o l l a r o r l e s s . C o n t a c t M a r y A n n w i t h y o u r i d e a s 
at: maryannjerry@windstream.net.   So put on your thinking caps.  What 
“goody” would you like to receive if you were a registrant? Thanks.
Barbara Miner is in charge of the Boutique.   Contact her at 
baronbarb@aol.com  If you have an item, preferably dahlia related and 
hand-made.  Currently items include: dahlia cards, table runners, bowl 
cozies, sweatshirts, jar openers, wreaths, work aprons, quilted totes, 
crotchet items, stained glass flowers, and embroidered pillow cases. As 
an example of something to contribute, if you have artistic ability, think 
about painting a dahlia on a 10” clay pot or two and donating it to the 
Boutique. Thanks.
As you might guess, expenses are substantial in putting on a show of 
this magnitude.  The major cost is in the rental of the facility, but there 
are many others. Any financial help would be greatly appreciated. If you 
have $25 to contribute, be a patron for a Section/Category of the Court of 
Honor where each such bloom will receive a cash prize of $25.  You 
could be a Patron for one of the Section/Categories, e.g., the Best 
Waterlily. You may do so in honor of or in memory of someone. Direction 
on how to contribute is on the website at:  https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/
2021-national-show-index/
Thank you.  Being a Patron will help us balance the budget.
Whether you are a novice or an experienced grower, participating in a 
national show is a very special experience.  Consider it.  Unlike our usual 
DSO show, which is free, there is a registration fee to exhibit and 
participate in a national show. The fee also includes a box lunch and 
Awards banquet Saturday. If you have any questions please contact me. 
at: moreno@jcu.edu 

https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show/
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Wooster is a delightful city in the heart of Amish country. Come visit it as 
well as take a tour of the spectacular Secrest Arboretum.  To plan your 
tour of the  many gardens, go to:  https://secrest.osu.edu/home.

by Bob Wenning
When I was four years old, I remember walking through my Dad’s dahlia 
fields watching him and his helpers work. But, I learned as I got older 
that my family’s dahlia story actually started long ago with my great 

grandfather, Albert Wenning, and 
his wife, Maria, shown left. In 1900 
great grandfather owned an inn 
and livery stable in Ashboro, 
Indiana. He and Maria had ten 
children, who all helped run the inn. 
My grandfather, Ralph, was given 
the chore of growing a vegetable 
garden to help feed the guests at 
the inn, and he also was put in 
charge of growing various seasonal 

flowers including dahlias for vases on the dining tables. His gardening 
skills were so advanced that he started trucking produce and flowers to 
market. 
In 1913, my grandfather married Josephine Dietz, and they had two 
children, Pauline and Robert, my dad.  He soon started The Brazil Dahlia 
Farm in Brazil, IN. Then in 1926 he moved to Indianapolis and operated 
The Indianapolis Dahlia Farm. It was the largest wholesale dahlia farm in 
the state and well known in the area. Grandfather also grew cannas and 
developed several new varieties of 
dahlias.  The photo at right shows me at 
age 5 with him as well as the overhead 

pipes behind us 
that were used 
to water h is 
d a h l i a s . H e 
a lso used a 
draught horse 
to plow, at left, 
As I was re-
searching his 

MEET A MEMBER



involvement in dahlias, I found several of my grandfather and uncle’s 
dahlia catalogs from 1926 through 1939 online. It was interesting to see 
which varieties were popular then.  Today his property is home to a 
housing development appropriately named “The Dahlia Gardens.” 

My dad, Robert Sr., and his wife, Bertha, 
married in 1939, moved to Cleveland and 
started The Cleveland Dahlia Farm on 
Lindbergh Blvd. in Olmsted Falls. He is 
shown above bringing in baskets of roots 
with his new Farmal “A” tractor. The photo 
above right shows my Dad and me at 8 
months with thousands of dahlia cuttings. He and my Mom owned a 
home and 14 acres of land and eventually expanded the home’s 
basement for bulb storage and built a ramp, which allowed a truck to be 
driven down into the basement. Below left you can see a little of the 
ramp behind my Mom, who is holding an armful of the dahlias they grew 

in 1955. My 
a u n t 
Pauline at 
age 20 is 
also shown 
at right in 
1933 with 
an armful 
of dahlias. 
I n t h e 
winter the 
clumps of 
t u b e r s 
wou ld be 
s t o r e d i n 

large stalls or bins like you keep a horse in. The wholesale dahlias would 
be sold to garden centers and people across the USA.  F.W. Woolworth 
Co. was one.  In summer and fall people would drive in to buy fresh cut 
flowers. Dad kept that business from 1939 until 1958, when he found a 
more lucrative trade as a home builder.  I was 8 years old at that time. 



MY INVOLVEMENT WITH 
DAHLIAS:  While I knew 
a b o u t m y f a m i l y ’ s l o n g 
involvement with dahlias, it 
wasn’t until 2006 that I got 
persona l l y in te res ted in 
growing them.  While working 
at Maple Heights True Value 
Hardware, I asked a frequent 
customer, Gene Woznicki, 
what he did before retiring. He 
said he had been a chemistry 
teacher and currently was a 
member of DSO and the owner 

of Bedford Dahlias. I remember he could grow "B" size dahlia flowers to 
be "A" size. I told him a little about my grandfather’s and my mom and 
dad's history of growing dahlias commercially. About a week later, Gene 
surprised me with a shoebox containing six tubers. That got me started 
growing dahlias in the tradition of my dad, uncle and grandfather. Some 
of Gene’s flowers are shown in the photo above left. Sadly, we lost Gene 
in 2011.
I started taking blooms from Gene's tubers to the hardware store to show 
on the checkout counter.   Typically, people would ask what they are and 
if they were real. As time went on, Gene saw that I had a real interest in 
growing dahlias and encouraged me to join the DSO, which I did in 2009. 
The next thing I knew I was 
helping set up the dahlia show at 
the Cuyahoga County Fair Show. 
I brought one flower to show Jerry 
Moreno, and he encouraged me 
to enter it.   I was elated when my 
Alfred C got to the court of honor 
as the best novice entry. Since 
then, I have won many blue 
ribbons.
From a young age I enjoyed 
helping my mother grow a 
vegetable  garden, making grape 
juice from our own grapes, and 
canning. When I started growing 
dahlias and cannas in 2006, I 
learned how to compost. I feel my 
backyard soil is always a work in 
progress. It gives me a good 



feeling walking though my dahlia garden, above right, looking at how the 
plants are growing. I like the "B" size and larger dinner plate varieties 
because they make a bigger showing. The informal decorative and semi-
cactus are my favorite forms and the best of my flowers. But I also try 
to give the hard-to-grow novelty double centers a chance at the shows. 
While I don't always grow the best show winners, I like to show varieties 
that others don't bring such as Akita and Vancouver.
I enjoy helping set up shows and watching people file pass by the tables 
as they look and take photos. I find that they especially like the bi-colors 
and blends and photograph them frequently. One year I saw a group of 
teenagers walk into the flower building at the Berea Fair. One girl ran 
over to the large dahlias and touched one. She let out a YIP!   Then 
turned and said, “My God, they’re REAL!”  I tried to keep from laughing. I 
also enjoy going to antique tractor shows and model train shows as well 
as being involved in public address sound, music and electrical things.
PERSONAL BACKGROUND:  I was born Nov. 19, 1949, and grew up 
on Lindbergh Blvd. in Olmsted Falls. I graduated from Olmsted Falls 
High School.  While there I enjoyed choir, Industrial Arts class, and stage 
lighting and sound for the drama club and assemblies. I even made 
some sound recordings with my Teac reel-to-reel tape deck of  the choir 
and other singing groups. Some of these recordings were sent to 
Nashville for pressing L.P. records.  I married Virginia Urban in 
September, 1974. We have one daughter, Lisa, and now live in Garfield 
Heights.
After graduation  I worked for 
my father building houses 
during the 1970's. Also on 
weekends I owned a part time 
disc jockey business called 
Wenning Productions. I was 
one of the first back then to 
start playing records and tape 
music for wedding receptions, 
parties, ski clubs, Cleveland 
Ballet, etc. in the Cleveland 
area. After my dad retired in 
1982, I found work with 
Cleveland Electric Illuminating 
C o . a s a T r a n s f o r m e r 
Mechanic, shown at right. I 
worked there 16 years until I got downsized in 1998, which is when I 
began working for Maple Heights True Value Hardware.  I retired in 2014 
and now enjoy having plenty of extra time to grow dahlias and cannas.



At our April 16th meeting Tony Evangelista presented his “Growing 
Dahlias Organically” slide show via ZOOM, which he first gave at the 
2016 National Dahlia Show. As the information was voluminous, you may 
appreciate having it in printed form. The presentation’s thesis is: “Feed 
your soil, and your soil will feed your plants. Your plants will then 
continue to feed your soil.  It’s a beautiful cycle.” To show that soil is 
alive, consider that a single tablespoon of soil may contain a billion 
assorted microbes, a mile or more of fungal elements and scores of 
nematodes and arthropods.  One acre may contain one billion soil 
invertebrates, i.e., insects and earthworms.  That’s a whole lot of life!

These soil microbes are fed by your dahlias, which convert 40 to 60% of 
their energy produced by photosynthesis into root exudates that feed the 

microbes. After feeding on the root 
exudates from the plants, the soil 
microbes process and give the plants 
what they need to thrive, namely, 
nitrogen, potassium, sulfur, calcium, 
magnesium, iron and other trace 
elements. Importantly, these nutrients 
are transferred directly to the roots of 
the plants by via the mycorrhizal 
network. 

Think of the mycorrhizal network as 
the soil’s internet.  It allows plants to 
communicate in their environment and 
delivers food elements and water to 
the plants.  It is a symbiotic rela-
tionship. To see a visual of how the 
soil’s microbiome works go to:  http://
www.the-scientist.com/?articles.view/
a r t i c l eNo /34209 / t i t l e /The -So i l -

Microbiome/. Tilling soil chops up the network and kills earthworms. A 
better way to aerate soil is to use a broad fork (see photo above).

Chemical fertilizer destroys some life directly.  Damage to the soil also 
occurs indirectly in that plants don’t produce as much root exudates 
because they can use the chemical fertilizer directly.  Thus, the number 
of microbes and the mycorrhizal network decline because of decreased 
root exudates and lack of need.  Consequently, trace elements, 
micronutrients and water are less available, and plants suffer increased 

ORGANIC DAHLIA GROWING

      Tony with his broad fork.



susceptibility to disease and environmental stress.  Pesticides impact all 
invertebrates in the soil, encourage resistant pests, kill beneficial insects, 
upset the natural balance and can be toxic to plants directly. 

Improving soil the natural way takes time, but when you understand 
nature’s way of accomplishing the task, it is one that brings joy and 
produces flowers that have a halo and look more alive.  The process 
starts with the decision to stop using chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 
Then begin by mulching or planting cover crops in the fall to prevent the 
ecosystem from gearing down and to protect soil life from environmental 
extremes. Apply mulch after digging and use mulch during the growing 
season. You can use leaves for both purposes.  This protects the living 
soil from temperature  extremes and prevents weeds.  

Compost is key to developing good soil.  It is your dahlias best 
supplement as it speeds up the decomposition of organic matter, 
increases tilth and structure of soil, optimizes water retention in sandy 
soils, provides nutrients in usable form and is alive like soil.  So, of 

course, you must learn how 
to make it. Begin by layering 
green and brown material 
like lasagna…slightly more 
brown is ideal . Green 
material includes grass 
clippings, kitchen waste 
including vegetables, fruits 
and weeds (except for 
noxious ones) and most 
especially your dahlias from 
vases, trimmings or the 
entire plant at the end of the 
season. This will put back 

into the soil the nutrients that were used up by your dahlias during the 
growing season. Do not use dahlias rogued because of virus, other 
diseases or pests.  Brown material includes most especially leaves but 
also wood chips, sawdust, small twigs, branches, shredded newspaper 
and cardboard. 

Put a shovelful of finished compost or garden soil between each layer.  
Keep the pile moist like a wet sponge. Turn the compost or not—it will 
work regardless.  Consider adding rock dust or biochar. Do not compost: 
diseased plant material—brown or green; meat, fish, bones or dairy 
products, which attract varmints; bread, cakes, rice or cooking oils; 
human or pet droppings, which can transfer parasites; plant material 
treated with herbicides, pesticides or preservatives; treated lumber, wood 

COMPOST first started, left, finished, right.



chips or sawdust; juglone containing plant material from black walnut or 
hickory trees; glossy paper or catalogs due to unknown chemic content; 
and ashes from coal or charcoal, which may contain contaminants.  

Compost is used at various times.  Use after digging—put a shovelful in 
each hole; use when planting; use as a top dressing or mulch; and gently 
work a shovelful into the top few inches of soil around your dahlias. It can 
also be used in your seed starting mix or your potting mix. You can also 
use compost to make compost tea—aerated or steeped.  Aerating 
compost for 24-48 hours tremendously multiplies the beneficial 
microorganisms and enables you to inoculate your soil with them. Simply 
put your best compost—it can be worm compost—in dechlorinated water 
(I get it from our local pond or river) with a food source such as 
unsulfured black strap molasses and aerate with a pump for at least 24 
hours. The tea can then be used as a soil drench or sprayed directly on 
the plants.

The benefits of compost tea are numerous.  Some feel that it is a natural 
insecticide and fungicide when sprayed on the foliage.  It adds nutrients 
directly into the soil much like a natural fertilizer and puts beneficial 
microorganisms in the soil structure.  Compost tea must be used 
immediately because it is alive. Don’t add fertilizers or other 
amendments to the finished product. It may be diluted with de-
chlorinated water to make it go further.  

Here is the recipe for aerated Compost Tea:  5 gallons pond/creek water; 
2 cups vermipost or compost in a one gallon paint strainer bag; 4 ounces 
unsulfured black strap molasses; 2 ounces of an organic fish 
hydrolysate/kept concentrated emulsion such as SafeTech or Neptune’s 
products; and 1 cup rock powder such as Cascade Minerals. There are 
other recipes that will work; this one was published in the Fall 2016 ADS 
Bulletin.

You may also want to try vermicomposting, which is the process of 
feeding certain organic waste to worms in a suitable environment to 
produce a product that supercharges your soil.  The organic matter 
passes through the worm’s digestive tract and exits with micronutrients, 
bacteria and fungi that the soil can utilize to feed your dahlias.  There are 
many commercially available systems that can be used to accomplish 
this very elementary process. Vermipost can be used in making compost 
tea.  You can apply one handful when planting each dahlia.  And it can 
be added to all seed starting mixes and potting soil used for dahlias. See 
a detailed article about vermicomposting in the Winter 2017 ADS 
Bulletin.



DSO/ADS Membership Application 
(Memberships are calendar year.) 

 
Please fill out completely (even for renewals). 

For Year:  20 __        Today’s Date:  _____________________ 
Name(s):   _______________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________  
                ________________________________________________ 
    ________________________________________________ 
Phone(s) (land line):  ___________    Cell Phone(s):  ____________ 
Email(s):  ________________________________________________ 
 
Choose one of the following membership offerings by checking the 
box before the offering.  
                                                         
                                                                     Do not write in the gray boxes. 

[   ]   DSO Individual  $15    

[   ]   DSO Family  $20    

[   ]   DSO Individual + ADS Individual   $39    

[   ]   DSO Family + ADS Individual  $44    

[   ]   DSO Family + ADS Family  $47    
 

 
          For ADS “Snowbird” service add $6. 
                    Enter winter address here: 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

 
 
 Check here if you want your Digest digital format only. 
  
Please make checks payable to DSO. 
 
Mail to:  Nancy Riopelle 
  701 W. River Rd 
  Valley City, OH 44280 
                                                                                             4/2019 



2021 OFFICERS, CHAIRS & FACILITATORS 

President Jerry Moreno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-543-5658                                        
Treasurer Anna Kandra  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-724-2944                                                     
Membership Chair Nancy Riopelle. . . . . . . 330-483-3360       
Recording Secretary  . . . . . . Open—Need a Volunteer   
Corresponding Secretary MaryAnn Moreno .440-543-5658 
Webmaster Sharon Swaney  . . . . . . . . . . . . .330-562-3296            
Digest Editor & Publicity Jackie Evangelista 440-352-8378                
Refreshments Chair Pat Sadataki. . . . . . 216-314-3880 
Sunshine Chair Joann Bendokaitis  . . . . . . . .440-221-6447                                                            
Shows Chair Dave Cap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-888-5589 
Judging Chair Ron Miner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-543-1516                                                      
Propagation Chair Mike Weber   . . . . . . . . . . 440-647-3162          
Archives & Librarian Barbara Hosta . . . . . . . 216-729-9714     
Cleveland Botanical Rep Barbara Hosta  . . . 216-729-9714     
ADS Representative Tony Evangelista . . . . . .440-867-3711                                                                                                                               
Meeting Program Facilitators:   March, Barbara Hosta; 
June, Karl Southerland; August Picnic, Debbie Findlay and 
Karen Jeric; October, Nancy Riopelle; November, Barbara 
Hosta; December holiday luncheon, Joann Bendokaitis and 
MaryAnn Moreno. 

THANKS TO ALL FOR HELPING THE DSO!

All National Show attendees will receive this bag




