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Greetings Dahlia Lovers,

I hope that your dahlia season was a beautiful one and that next 
year we will once again be able to show our favorite flower off to 
the public.  Keep in mind that we are scheduled to host the 
National/Midwest/Local Show the weekend of September 9-12 in 
Wooster. Fingers crossed that a vaccine will have been developed 
before then and that we all will be vaccinated.  

Please pay your DSO dues ASAP.  Why not give yourself a 
holiday gift and use the DSO/ADS special offer. Note that ADS 
dues must be submitted by year’s end. The membership form is 
included in this Digest.  For more information on why it is 
important to join the ADS, please go to www.dahlia.org, click on 
“Join" and then on “Why Join ADS” power point.

I hope you will participate in November’s Zoom Meeting featuring 
Lisa Rainsong, who was scheduled to speak in March at a 
meeting we had to cancel due to the pandemic. I will be sending 
the ZOOM invitation to the membership well before the meeting 
time of 7:00 pm.  After Lisa’s presentation, we will announce the 
winners of our annual photography contest.  See our website and 
the article in this issue for directions on how to submit your 
photos.  Sharon  Swaney has done a terrific job in creating a 
contest site at which you can vote.  

I hope that you responded to an email sent October 19 mentioning 
that we are participating in GLOW once again and that Barbara 
Hosta and Sharon Swaney have again opted to decorate a 
wreath.  Hard to believe that the holidays are not that far off.

As mentioned at our October meeting, if you need any help or 
advice on how to lift your tubers and store them, let me know.  
There are many members willing to share their expertise as in 
addition to videos and slide shows posted at www.dahlia.org.  I 
look forward to “seeing” you all at our November Zoom meeting.

  Jerry

MORENO’S MEMO
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We are pleased that we were able to re-schedule Lisa Rainsong 
for our November program after we had to cancel her program in 
March due to the pandemic. She will present a slide show with the 
intriguing title: “Gardening for a Concert: Creating Concert Halls 
for Nature’s Music from Parks to Your Backyard.” 

Lisa is a professional musician, educator, and naturalist, who 
studies the songs of birds, insects and amphibians of Northeast 
Ohio and teaches people not only to identify them, but also how to 

listen for their 
c o n t e x t a n d 
interactions.  Lisa 
says tha t t he 
more we hear of 
our natural world, 
the more deeply 
we will desire to 
p r o t e c t i t s 
musicians and 
concert halls. 

Lisa Rainsong 
holds a Doctor of 
Musical Arts in 

Composition from the Cleveland Institute of Music and is a 
member of CIM’s music theory faculty. She is also a soprano who 
has performed as a soloist and choral musician specializing in 
Medieval, renaissance and Baroque music. She also earned a 
Naturalist Certificate from the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, where her study focused on field experience.  She now 
teaches birdsong, amphibian song, and insect song classes 
across the state and does field recording of bird songs and insect 
songs.  In addition, she does field research on crickets and 
katydids – research work that is done primarily by ear. Her 
recordings and photos can be found on her blog, “Listening in 
Nature" at listeninginnature.blogspot.com.

NOVEMBER PROGRAM

http://listeninginnature.blogspot.com/


by Sharon Swaney

Just like almost everything in 2020, our annual Photo Contest will 
be an online event.  The photos will be posted on a special page 
of our website. The categories for this year’s contest will be:  1. 
Portrait—Dahlia portrait of a single bloom; 2. Multiple—Multiple 
blooms of only dahlias; 3. Others—Dahlias with others (people, 
kids, insects, etc.);  and 4. Art—Photos of artistic designs or 
bouquets featuring dahlias, or  “artsy” pictures of dahlias. 

Entry Instructions: Enter your photos Nov. 9-15. Please enter 
early to facilitate processing and by noon on the 15th.  Name your 
photos by adding the category name in front of the name you want 
for your photo.  For example, to enter two pictures in the Multiple 
category, attach two files to your email—one named “Multiple—
Triple of Embrace” and the other “Multiple—Beautiful Flowers.” 
Your file name (minus the category) will be used with your photo in 
the photo gallery so give your photos a descriptive name. Attach 
y o u r p h o t o s t o a n e - m a i l a n d s e n d t h e m t o 
dso@dahliasocietyofohio.org. Be sure to include your name in the 
body of the email.  Verify that your e-mail is less than 10MB.  If it 
isn’t, use multiple e-mails. Photos will be posted at: https://
dahliasocietyofohio.org/photo-contest-2020-gallery/  Go to this 
site and check that your photos have been posted. Check a day or 
two after you have submitted them but no later than 9 p.m., Nov. 
15.  Notify us at: dso@dahliasocietyofohio.org if they have not 
been posted.  

Voting Instructions: Members may submit their votes Nov. 16-19 
(9 p.m.). But vote early please.  Each picture will have an identifier
— f o r e x a m p l e , M - 0 0 1 - 0 0 1 . S e n d a n e m a i l t o : 
dso@dahliasocietyofohio.org with up to one vote (by identifier) per 
category. Be sure to include your name in the e-mail so we can 
verify your membership.  I am the only one who will see the votes, 
and I will promptly forget who voted for what. Winners will be 
announced Nov. 20 at the Zoom meeting. Cash prizes will be 
mailed.  If you have any question, please e-mail the DSO e-mail 
address. Good luck!

2020 ANNUAL PHOTO CONTEST 
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Jerry Moreno reports that a tentative program schedule for 2021 
has been planned. In March Ron Miner has secured Cynthia 
Druckenbred, an expert horticulturist with Lily Creek Gardens, to 
give us a presentation on dayliles.  We will also have our 
traditional ADS slide show of “New Dahlia Introductions.” In April 
we will hold our usual tuber auction and in May our plant auction. 
In June, Karl Southerland has arranged for Ann Budziak from 
Holden Arboretum to speak about rain gardens.  

Please let him know if you have any speakers to suggest for 
October and November.  Nancy Riopelle has a speaker lined up to 
speak about mushroom composting, but he needs to do it in 
person.  So we will have to wait and see if the pandemic abates 
allowing us to hold in-person meetings.  Let us pray that it does 
and that our national show can go forward.  

DSO will again participate in the Cleveland Botanical Garden’s 
“holiday spectacular” GLOW.  The theme this year is “Hearth and 
Home for the Holidays” focused on how plants and trees 
contribute to celebrating the holidays through home decor, games, 
food, and toys.  Due to the pandemic, visitors will enter and walk a 
fairly  confined path through exhibits to an exit. 

Barbara Hosta and Sharon Swaney initiated our participation by 
signing us up to decorate a wreath. They submitted their concept 
for our wreath to CBG: “Visions of dahlias dancing in their heads.”  
As the dark short days of winter come to Ohio, dahlia lovers don’t 
have visions of sugarplums dancing in their heads, but rather 
visions of new and favorite dahlia varieties for next year’s garden.

Member Day will be Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2-8 p.m. and will feature 
a visit from Santa and other kids’ activities, seasonal crafts, cash 
bar, holiday shopping, decorated trees, wreaths and doors.

2021 PROGRAMS 

BOTANICAL GARDEN’S GLOW



by Ron Miner, baronminer@aol.com

The pandemic and the smoke from forest fires limited the ability 
of Washington State University and Professor Hanu Pappu’s labs 
to do virus tests this season.  Nevertheless, interesting results 
were developed on several fronts. 

One set of tests confirmed that first-year seedlings were free of 
virus when grown in a garden where tools were disinfected 
between plants.  It is encouraging that seedlings can be a source 
of clean stock. 

One concern among dahlia growers has been that clean stock will 
quickly become virused when the clean plant is put into a typical 
garden environment.  Another set of tests this season showed 
that second generation plants of clean “grandparents” were also 

free of virus.  The key 
proviso here is (again!) 
t h a t t h e g a r d e n e r 
employed the disinfecting 
practices recommended 
by the ADS in his garden. 

Different viruses were 
found to exhibit markedly 
different behaviors and 
l e v e l s o f s e v e r i t y.  
Tobacco Streak Virus 
(TSV) appears to be highly 
pe r s i s t en t f r om one 

generation to the next.  Impatiens Necrotic Spot Virus (INSV) and 
Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus (TSWV) seem to readily appear and 
disappear.  Their appearance is associated with a huge range of 
host plants in addition to dahlias and the presence of thrips.  
The disappearance of these viruses in subsequent generations of 
plants is not as well understood.  Perhaps the key bottom line is 
that there is still plenty of productive R&D to be done at WSU on 
the behaviors of virus in dahlias. 

VIRUS UPDATE

Impatiens Necrotic Spot Virus
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by Tony Evangelista, tony.evangelista@icloud.com

I certainly hope that you had a great growing season.  Now it’s 
time to get those tubers and pot roots in storage for the winter. A 
question often raised is whether it is acceptable to dig tubers 
before the plants have frosted. My experience demonstrates that it 
is.  It may be ideal to allow them to freeze and then leave them in 
the ground for a week to allow the eyes on the tubers to become 
more apparent enabling us to make divisions more accurately. But 
that’s not always a practical course for me because we often have 
flowers until Thanksgiving since we are close to Lake Erie, which 
moderates fall temperatures as does growing near a corner of the 
woods. 

When I was younger, I would often shovel snow off my garden and 
dig in the cold.  As I’ve gotten older that is no longer an attractive 
option. I now start digging in 
October.  I cut and dig a few 
plants  at a time and imme-
diately divide and store them 
working to be finished by 
Thanksg iv ing . I haven ’ t 
noticed any problems with this 
approach. The most important 
variable for tuber removal for 
me is how wet the soil is 
before digging. Dahlias are 
much more difficult to dig in 
wet soil because the soil 
adheres to the tubers and the 
weight of the soil will often 
crack some of the tubers off 
the clump. So the ideal time to dig is when your garden is dry and 
you have the time and energy. Remember to sanitize your tools 
before you cut your plants and before you divide each clump. 

When digging, I start by using a garden shovel and dig a line 
around the plant at least a foot out from the stem to cut through 

DIGGING, DIVIDING, STORING

Clump ready to divide
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the hair roots. This makes it easier to lift the clump without ripping 
off some of the tubers. Then wash off the clumps, which isn't that 
easy when the tubers are crowded in or when the soil is wet. 

Big clumps should be separated into smaller divisions. Remove 
the hair roots with pruning shears. Clumps may be divided in half 
or in large pieces.  This is an especially good idea for those “tight 
clumps” or those with many long thin tubers that often don’t store 
well when finely divided. Clumps can be stored whole as long as 
there is no water in the stem. That’s why I like to divide the clump 
at least in half. 

Store your clumps in the coolest area available that doesn’t 
freeze. I am lucky to have a root cellar, which we had put in when 

we built our home. But 
at a previous home, I 
had to store my roots in 
my garage in large 
plastic containers and 
perlite against the wall it 
shared with the house 
and covered with throw 
rugs. Today I use plastic 
shoe boxes with tubers 
layered in perlite as 
shown in the photo.  I 
lose very few tubers 
with this method. If a 
tuber does rot, it won’t 

affect the others in 
perlite.  I have used some of the perlite almost 50 years. My only 
caution is: wear a mask when using perlite. Other mediums such 
as vermiculite, sawdust and newspaper seem to work well for 
many growers, and some wrap each tuber in Saran Wrap. Do 
whatever works for you. I don’t check my tubers until April when 
it’s time to start the whole process again.  

See this lengthy article on the ADS website about digging, dividing 
and storing dahlias: https://www.dahlia.org/docsinfo/articles/
digging-dividing-and-storing-tubers/.  The site covers many other 
helpful topics so check it out.

Clumps are divided and stored by variety in 
plastic shoe boxes, making them easier to 
find on the shelves of my root cellar when 
someone wants a division.

https://www.dahlia.org/docsinfo/articles/digging-dividing-and-storing-tubers/
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 2020 OFFICERS, CHAIRS & FACILITATORS 

President Jerry Moreno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-543-5658                                        
Treasurer/Social Media Chair Anna Kandra  440-724-2944                                                         
Membership Chair Nancy Riopelle. . . . . . . 330-483-3360       
Recording Secretary  . . . . . . Open—Need a Volunteer   
Corresponding Secretary MaryAnn Moreno. 440-543-5658 
Webmaster Sharon Swaney  . . . . . . . . . . . . .330-562-3296         
Digest Editor & Publicity Jackie Evangelista 440-352-8378                
Refreshments Chair Pat Sadataki. . . . . . . . . 219-314-3880                                         
Sunshine Chair Joann Bendokaitis  . . . . . . . .440-221-6447                                                            
Shows Chair Dave Cap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-888-5589 
Judging Chair Ron Miner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-543-1516                                                      
Propagation Chair Mike Weber   . . . . . . . . . .440-647-3162          
Archives & Librarian Barbara Hosta . . . . . . . 216-729-9714     
Cleveland Botanical Rep Barbara Hosta . . . 216-729-9714    
ADS Representative Tony Evangelista . . . . . 440-867-3711                                                                                                                               

The December Holiday luncheon has been cancelled. 

We need a volunteer to take the Recording Secretary 
post for the 2021 year.  Contact Jerry Moreno.          

Visit the DSO website: www.dahliasocietyofohio.org. 

Follow the DSO Facebook page:  https://
www.facebook.com/dahliasocietyofohio/ 

If you have been negatively affected financially by 
COVID and wish to have your DSO dues suspended for 
a year, please contact Membership Chair Nancy 
Riopelle (see phone number above or address below)

http://www.dahliasocietyofohio.org


[   ]   DSO Individual  
$15

[   ]   DSO Family  
$20

[   ]   DSO Individual + ADS Individual  
$39

[   ]   DSO Family + ADS Individual  
$44

[   ]   DSO Family + ADS Family  
$47

DSO/ADS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
(Memberships are calendar year.) 

Please fill out completely (even for renewals). 
Name(s): 
____________________________________________ 

Address: 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 
Phone(s) land line: _____________   Cell: _____________ 
Email(s): ______________________________________ 

Check one of the following membership offerings. 
                                  
                                                                                                        Do not write in the gray boxes.

If you select an ADS dues option, payment must be in to Nancy by year end. 

For ADS “Snowbird” service add $6. Enter winter address: 

__________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to DSO and mail to: 
  
                                Nancy Riopelle 
                                701 W. River Rd. 
                                Valley City, OH 44280 


