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Greetings Dahlia Lovers,

A few years ago, a high school biology teacher from Conneaut and I 
developed a statistics lesson on the H1N1 virus pandemic of 1918. I had 
no idea then that I would live in the midst of another pandemic.  We 
statistics profs want real data for our classrooms, but I can do without 
stats related to Covid-19.  I trust that you are all safe. 

Although many of our dahlia events had to be cancelled, at the moment 
the picnic on August 1 may still go forward, but we may have to change 
that to a Zoom picnic in its stead. Will let you know about that possibility 
in late June or July. Hopefully we will be able to see each other for our 
October and November meetings and holiday luncheon. Time will tell. 
Stay tuned. 

Thanks to Dave Cap, Mike Weber and Rob and Sharon Swaney for 
handling a very successful tuber sale that raised about $1400 matching 
the combined Petitti sale and tuber auction of last year. Regarding our 
plant sale, Nancy has emailed a preview list of plants expected at the 
sale.  You will order online May 28, noon, to May 30. 6 p. m., with pick-up 
at the Willoway Nurseries in Avon on Saturday, June 6, from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Please wear a mask and honor social distancing.  Drive in, have your 
check or cash (exact amount) ready for exchange of the plants you pre-
ordered, then drive out. We want everyone to remain safe.

Your garden beds are no doubt waiting for dahlia plants.  Taking a break 
from very tiresome and time-consuming grading homework reports 
online and giving Zoom class presentations, I managed to prepare my 
soil by lightly tilling, raking in some compost and manure, and lightly 
broadcasting 24 – 0 – 11 fertilizer as prescribed by a previously done soil 
test. Mid-April I started my plants in biodegradable pots under lights 
inside using Pro-Mix. Some tubers I didn’t start until early May.  Hopefully 
my plants won’t get too leggy. I’ll plant outside with a handful of worm 
castings per hole the last week of May into June.

Sure is the pits not being able to see other, but it is what it is.  Until we 
can meet, stay well and enjoy growing dahlias.

                                                                       Jerry 

MORENO’S MEMO



Get your order ready! 
The DSO Online Plant Sale will run
Thursday, May 28, noon through 
Saturday, May 30, 6 p.m. at: 
https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/dso-
online-tuber-sale/.  The page will 
only work during these hours.

Mike Weber reports that there will 
be about 300 plants of 75 varieties, 
some of which are shown at right. 
For details, see Nancy Riopelle’s 
e-mail sent May 18, which included 
an attachment developed by 
Sharon Swaney listing the varieties available, some with photos.  
You can also link to the list from the page listed above. 

You must pick up and pay for your plants at Willoway Nurseries,  
4534 Avon Belden Rd. (Rt. 83), Avon, Saturday, June 6, 2-5 p.m.  

Mark your calendars for our 2020 events
Aug. 1: Picnic, Mobius Nature Center, Debbie Findlay and Karen Jeric
Aug. 15-16:  Cuyahoga County Fair Show, Set-up at 7:30 a.m.
Aug. 21-23:  Greater Columbus Dahlia Society Show, YMCA, Marysville
Aug. 28-30:  Mahoning Valley Dahlia Society Show, Holiday Inn, 
                     Boardman
Sept. 4-6:   Midwest Conference Dahlia Show, Elkhart, IN
Sept. 4-7:  Geauga County Fair Dahlia Show, Set-up 4-9 p.m. 9/4
Sept. 18-20:  Dahlia Society of Ohio Annual Show, Summit Mall, Akron
Oct. 3-4:  DSO Member Show, Petitti’s Oakwood, Set-up 8-11 a.m. 10/3   
Oct. 16:  John Burmeister, Valley City Fungi, Nancy Riopelle
Nov. 20:  Lisa Rainsong, “Gardening for a Concert,” Rescheduled from          

    March, see March Digest for details, Barbara Hosta
Dec. 5:  Holiday Luncheon, Location TBD, Joann Bendokaitis and Mary    

  Ann Moreno.
Nov. 24-Jan.3:  GLOW at the Cleveland Botanical Garden.

PLANT SALE - EVENTS

https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/dso-online-tuber-sale/
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Randy and Kathy Foith’s involvement with dahlias began with a gift—
Randy gave Kathy a few clumps of the white dahlia, Sterling Silver, for 
Mother’s Day somewhere around 1996.  They grew them, as most 

novices do, without any 
pinching or formal care.  
T h a t e n d e d w h e n 
Randy’s cousin, Larry 
Baker, a past president 
of the DSO who lived in 
Chardon, came for a 
visit.  He showed them 
how to groom their 
d a h l i a s a n d 
encouraged them to 
grow more varieties the 
next year, advice they 
acted on.  
   “Larry  became our 
mentor and remained 
so until his passing,” 
Randy said. A few 
y e a r s l a t e r h e 
encouraged them to 
en te r dah l ias in a 
Petitti’s Show, and they 
ended up winning a 
novice award for best 
ball dahlia with a flower 

named Robin Hood.  The experience set them on an “unstoppable path.” 

Randy and Kathy say that the single most important thing they love 
about growing dahlias is “the making of friends,” which was facilitated by 
participating in shows.  “Exhibiting has become our passion as it allows 
us to showcase these beautiful blooms and meet so many people,” they 
say.  But, of course, Randy and Kathy also love the process of growing 
their dahlias and tinkering with how to improve the quality of the soil, a 
fundamental factor in growing show winning dahlias.

Both Randy and Kathy grew up in Alliance, were from families of four 
children, and graduated from Alliance High School, he in 1964 and she in 
1967. After marrying in 1968 they stayed in Alliance to raise their 

MEET THE FOITH’S

Randy and Kathy with their Grand Champion 
Bryn Terfel and Silver Medal from the ADS for 
support and promotion of dahlia growing, also 
awarded to Harriet Chandler and Jerry Moreno.



daughter, Jamie, and son, Jason. Kathy worked in retail for a short time 
and then became a stay-at-home mom volunteering at the kid’s schools 
and serving as the family’s ‘Uber’ driver.  Randy started in a machinist 
apprenticeship 1964 and worked for the same company, Alliance 
Machine-Morgan’s Engineering Co., for over 50 years retiring in 2015. 
Editorial Comment:  Not many can claim allegiance to a company for half 
a century.

In 1993, Randy and Kathy moved to their present home in Deerfield, 
where they have 16 acres that gives them plenty of space to grow 

dahlias. Randy joked, “City 
slickers to the country.”  
Jamie married George and 
Jason married Joanne 
g i v i n g t h e m g r a n d -
daughters, Emma and Lia, 
to enjoy.

When they aren’t growing 
dahlias, Kathy likes crafting
—whatever intrigues her at 
the moment—as well as 
sewing and working in the 
flower beds.  Randy also 
enjoys fishing and going to 
the YMCA.  He used to love 
grouse hunting with his 
Brittany spaniels but says 
that is a love of the past. 
They are both active in the 
Mahoning Valley Dahlia 
Society. Randy was its 
president for eight years.

Nearly 10 years ago Randy was asked to serve on the Midwest Dahlia 
Society executive board and in 2015 he accepted the position of 
president. Highlights for him during this time have included shepherding 
the group through the process of becoming a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization, which allows individuals to make tax deductible donations  
to support the group, and working with the Virus Task Force led by Ron 
Miner and supported by the Chuey-Sheetz Foundation.   The task force 
was formed to educate growers about virus in dahlias and support the 
considerable research into the disease that has been done at 
Washington State University.   
 

Randy and Kathy shown with another Bryn 
Terfel awarded King of the Show at the 2014 
Michigan Dahlia Association Show in Monroe, 
MI.



by Ron Miner — baronminer@aol.com 

Just as you will get 10 different opinions from 10 different growers on 
how to store dahlias over the winter, you will 10 different answers on how 

best to start dahlias in the spring. 
The following ideas reflect one 
approach that has worked well for 
me for a number of years. My 
basic objective is to have flowers 
in bloom as early as possible; I 
don’t target showtime to have 
those early, best blooms. 

As soon as we get home from 
Florida (late April in a ‘normal’ 
year!), I get out my tubers and 

check for rot. With the “Saran 
wrap” approach, the losses are generally just a few percent. I then begin 
the process of planting the tubers in either a four-inch pot or, for extra-
long tubers, an orange juice carton. I use Promix BX for the potting soil 
and have found that to be very effective. I dampen the soil a bit, enough 
so that it is not dusty but not enough for it to feel wet. 

Every pot gets a label that includes the name of the cultivar and the 
previous year’s individual plant number. That allows me to track the 
history of every plant and to follow the trends of virus and the absence of 
virus from year to year. The labels are 
cut from emptied water jugs. 

We don’t have the luxury of a 
greenhouse, so the living room (family 
room, bathroom, …) needs to serve 
the purpose. Barbara isn’t really 
thrilled about that approach, but she 
has gotten used to it. Large sheets of 
plastic serve to protect the carpet 
(usually). 

I water the pots sparingly; this year only after 6 days, then 4 days. Some 
of the tubers put out shoots very rapidly, others seem to take forever to 
show life. The plants that grow quickly need to have more light and more 

HOW TO START DAHLIAS
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water than the laggards. I move the faster growers to a table on the sun 
porch where they get plenty of sun but also require protection from some 
of Ohio’s less than ideal “spring” temperatures. Note the electric heater in 
the background here. The heater 
runs when the temperature on the 
porch drops below about 50F. Let me 
know if you have a better idea on 
how low a temperature a young plant 
can handle! 

The next step, still up-coming at this 
point this year, is to move the plants 
out onto the deck. That “hardening 
off” step is an important one. The 
plants can’t stand full, direct sun and 
high temperatures associated with some of Ohio’s unusual spring days. 
That usually means moving the flats of plants around, back into the 
house or to a shady spot in the yard. Those relocations can be pretty 
frequent depending on the cooperation of the weather. Shady, warm 
days are best for “hardening.” 

The timing of getting the plants into the ground is the next key step. An 
acquaintance at the local garden center told me that the ground 
temperature should exceed 65 F for at least five days before planting 
dahlias. The temperature measurements I’ve made suggest that could be 
a long wait in my yard. The practice I’ve adopted is to wait until after mid-
May and until the Horse Chestnut tree in the back yard is in full bloom. 
That generally happens before Memorial Day and seems to be a 
reasonable indicator that the soil is ready. I am usually more than ready 
by then, too! 

Judges Corner 
The picture at the to the right 
reflects an important part of my 
dahlia excitement for 2020. I’m 
growing a bunch of seedlings 
including some from micros. 
Evaluating the quality of seedlings 
is a fun and easy way to tune up 
your judging ski l ls . Try i t ; I 
guarantee you will enjoy it!  BTW: 
Many of our judges need to redo the 
judging test this year. Please do that as soon as you can. It can be 
another fun thing to do while you are in a ‘stay-home’ mode of living! 



by Tony Evangelista
 
In the article before this one, Ron Miner gave excellent directions about 
how to wake up your dahlias. He's certainly right about needing that 
average ground temperature to go above 60 degrees F for tubers to 
trigger growth.  I don't have permission to put my dahlias on our white 
carpet, and my small basement area is taken up with seedlings under 
lights. So I am at the mercy of the spring outdoor temperatures.  My 
solution is to pot up all my stored dahlias and put them in my garage on 
rolling 4X8 plywood pallets that I built. That way I can pull them out when 
the weather is good and pull them back in when it’s raining or too cold. 
This year despite being potted since April, the tubers just won't grow 
shoots because it was too cold as you can see in the photo below. The 
average temperature in my garage hasn't been 60 degrees long enough.  

So when your soil finally warms, plant your tubers about four inches 
deep.  You can plant more shallow if your soil is heavy and, if it's sandy, 
you an bury them slightly deeper.  Some people like to leave the eye or 
small shoot exposed and gradually cover it as it grows to soil level.  
Plants can be put in at the depth of the pot level with the soil surface or 
deeper by tearing off the bottom set of leaves and covering part of the 
stem.   

As the plant grows, you can decide the level of pruning you desire.  For 
exhibition blooms, most growers limit the number of laterals by pinching 
the center of the plant and allowing the desired number of laterals to 
grow from the leaf nodes.  For large and giant dahlias, three to five are 
allowed, for B's four to six, for BB's six to eight. The number left is not 
only based on size but how a particular cultivar grows.  I have found that 

PLANTING AND DISBUDDING



ball and miniature ball dahlias behave quite differently depending on the 
cultivar.  Start by allowing six laterals on a ball and more on a miniature 
ball.  There is definitely a learning curve when it comes to keeping the 
various cultivars under control. There really are no hard and fast rules 
and hence only ranges as you get to know how different varieties grow 
for you. Smaller dahlias are often left to free bloom with only disbuddiing 
of the lateral flower buds and the laterals on the next set of leaves down. 

I personally think it is wise for most dahlia growers to limit laterals 
throughout the season to keep plants manageable and under control.  If 
you are staking them, you have to tie the laterals.  All too often all of us 
have walked into our gardens and found laterals laying on the ground 
that weren't tied.  Also, specimen blooms are much easier to cut not only 
for shows but also for vases and arrangements. The only dahlias I 
personally don't control the number of laterals on are the singles we grow 
through horizontal trellis netting as a hedge for color display in the 
landscape.  If you control the number of laterals in your garden, it won't 
be as out of control by the season's end.   
   
Why not try a little hybridizing this year?  So that you can better control 
your crosses, site your small seedling plot at least 50 feet from your 
dahlia garden in an area that gets six to eight hours of sun per day and 
has well drained soil. Plant two or three each of two of your favorite 
cultivars.  Success is increased by selecting varieties of similar size and 
form.  Also choose varieties with good disease resistance, sufficient 
tuber formation, strong stems and good form. With these four to six 
plants, do no pruning but keep them tied up well or grow them through a 
horizontal trellis or netting.  Allow the bees to do all the work. Since you 
are trying to let the plants go to seed, do not disbud or cut flowers.  
When you get seed pods, collect and label them and let them dry until 
early spring when you can plant them indoors to see what comes up. You 
may just get the next Hart, Dudley or Gullikson Medal.  Feel free to 
contact Ron or me if you have questions as you go. Have a great year 
and be thankful that we have our dahlias in this most trying time.

Thanks to Lynsey Penny…

for creating the beautiful logo shown on the cover for our 2021 
ADS National Show that will be held at the Wooster Campus 
of the Ohio State University’s Agricultural Research and 
Development Center Sept. 9-12, 2021. She also designed a 
promotional postcard that will be shared later.



New Way to Sign Up for Refreshments
Pat Sadataki, our refreshments chair, has 

modernized the method for refreshment sign-up by using the App 
“SignUp Genius.”  While it’s possible that they will be cancelled, 
you can sign up for our October or November meetings at: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f44aead29a2ff2-dahlia. You can 
also see who else has signed up and what they plan to bring.  Pat 
will also send a reminder email before each meeting to give you 
the link again.  If you have any question e-mail Pat at: 
sadataki@aol.com.  Or if you are not online, you may call her at 
the number listed below.

——————————————-

2020 OFFICERS, CHAIRS & FACILITATORS 

President Jerry Moreno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-543-5658                                        
Treasurer Anna Kandra  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-724-2944                                                     
Membership Chair Nancy Riopelle. . . . . . . 330-483-3360       
Recording Secretary  . . . . . . Open—Need a Volunteer   
Corresponding Secretary MaryAnn Moreno .440-543-5658 
Webmaster Sharon Swaney  . . . . . . . . . . . . .330-562-3298            
Digest Editor & Publicity Jackie Evangelista 440-352-8378                
Refreshments Chair Pat Sadataki. . . . . . 216-314-3880 
Sunshine Chair Joann Bendokaitis  . . . . . . . .440-221-6447                                                            
Shows Chair Dave Cap  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-888-5589 
Judging Chair Ron Miner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .440-543-1516                                                      
Propagation Chair Mike Weber   . . . . . . . . . . 440-647-3162          
Archives & Librarian Barbara Hosta . . . . . . . 216-729-9714     
Cleveland Botanical Rep Barbara Hosta  . . . 216-729-9714     
ADS Representative Tony Evangelista . . . . . .440-867-3711                                                                                                                               
Meeting Program Facilitators:   March, Barbara Hosta; 
June, Karl Southerland; August Picnic, Debbie Findlay and 
Karen Jeric; October, Nancy Riopelle; November, Barbara 
Hosta; December holiday luncheon, Joan Bendokaitis and 
MaryAnn Moreno. 

THANKS TO ALL FOR HELPING THE DSO! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f44aead29a2ff2-dahlia
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f44aead29a2ff2-dahlia
mailto:sadataki@aol.com


DSO/ADS Membership Application 
(Memberships are calendar year.) 

 
Please fill out completely (even for renewals). 

For Year:  20 __        Today’s Date:  _____________________ 
Name(s):   _______________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________  
                ________________________________________________ 
    ________________________________________________ 
Phone(s) (land line):  ___________    Cell Phone(s):  ____________ 
Email(s):  ________________________________________________ 
 
Choose one of the following membership offerings by checking the 
box before the offering.  
                                                         
                                                                     Do not write in the gray boxes. 

[   ]   DSO Individual  $15    

[   ]   DSO Family  $20    

[   ]   DSO Individual + ADS Individual   $39    

[   ]   DSO Family + ADS Individual  $44    

[   ]   DSO Family + ADS Family  $47    
 

 
          For ADS “Snowbird” service add $6. 
                    Enter winter address here: 
_______________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 

 
 
 Check here if you want your Digest digital format only. 
  
Please make checks payable to DSO. 
 
Mail to:  Nancy Riopelle 
  701 W. River Rd 
  Valley City, OH 44280 
                                                                                             4/2019 
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