
 

 

 

The JUDGE’s Corner 

  Ron Miner - baronminer@aol.com 
 

 I’m sitting in a motel half-way to FL as I write this note.  It is 

kind of a bummer that all those wonderful flowers have been cut 

down.  I have to admit, however, that it is nice that they are all put 

away for the winter.  I’ve never had so many wonderful first-year 

seedlings in storage.  I sure hope that my storage system doesn’t fail 

me this year! 

 It is very clear, I’m sure, how much I enjoyed the judging 

seminar at Petitti’s.  I hope those of you who were able to join the fun 

enjoyed it too.  We’ve never had so many entries to evaluate in previ-

ous seminars.  I know I tried to count 

them several times and have no idea 

how many I counted.  In looking at the 

pictures, however, I’d guess there must 

have been about 100 entries.  :-)!  

Thanks go out to all of you who had 

seedlings to bring! Here’s one table. 

 We divided the seedlings up 

into four classes: Singles, Collarettes, 

Orchids, and a combination of Anemones and NO/Orchettes.  Then 

we divided the participants into teams to determine the best and the 

worst in each of those classes.  Here you are, working on that project.  

Each team presented their conclusions and the group discussed the 

best and the worst 

entries. 

 We didn’t 

spend a lot of time 

on the worst entries.  

One of the candi-

dates is shown in 

the upper left of the 

opposite page.  As 

you can see, it was 

a pretty strong can-

didate for the title. 

 The choice 



for the best seedling came down to a close 

call between the best of the Singles and the 

best of the Orchids.  Both were excellent!  

The ray florets on the orchid were very nice-

ly involute right out to the tips and they had 

great symmetry.  The single also had great 

symmetry and form and the colors were 

striking—a little like the great distinction in 

Badger Twinkle! The eye zone was highly 

uniform around the center of the bloom.  I hope all you judges out 

there said (out loud) “eye zone???” right after you read that last 

sentence.  If you were thinking that the single is clearly a blend, 

you could very well be right.  Even though the separation between 

the colors is pretty sharp, it isn’t a bicolor because that is reserved 

for tips that optimally comprise 1/4 to 1/6 of the length of the flo-

ret.  On the other hand, a blend just requires two clearly distin-

guishable colors on the ray florets when viewed at arm’s length.  

This seedling sure qualifies for that, doesn’t it.  In any case, if it is a 

blend, is it a light blend or a dark blend?  To know the answer to 

that question, you just need to know that when you are choosing 

between LB and DB, white doesn’t count.  That is, even though the 

great majority of the ray florets in this example are white, the pur-

ple at the base of the ray florets will make this a Dark Blend.  

(Assuming of course, that it is a blend.  :-)) 

 OK, I’d like you judges to jot down the classification for 

these two seedlings before you turn the page.  For the orchid, I get 

O LV/lb lv/wh.  What does that mean?  The reverse of the ray flo-

A strong candidate for 

worst in show! 



rets are LV and the face of the florets are a light blend of lv and wh.  

Is that what you got?  The single is more controversial.  If it is white 

with a purple eye zone, its classification would be S W/p.  If it is a 

dark blend, it would be S DB W/P.  It looks a lot like its parent, 

Eclipse.  Eclipse is classified S DB DP/LV. 

 There were many great seedling on those two big seminar 

tables and hopefully all of those potential ‘winners’ were saved for 

another look next summer.  There were, of course, a lot more of those 

potential winners that weren’t blooming at show time.  (Hard to imag-

ine, eh?  Seems like that happens to me occasionally.  :-))  I’m going 

to include a couple of my favorites here.  

Judges should determine their form and 

color! (See the website for colors.) 

 Number 

1, on the right, is 

a nice challenge 

to start with.  :-)  

The petaloids 

are too short to 

be a good collar-

ette, aren’t they.  

Nevertheless, 

what are the col-

ors of the ray 

florets?  The 

petaloids?  How 

are going to han-

dle the dark red 

eye zone? 

2. S DB or S L/p? 

3. How are you going to handle 

the purple here? 

4. What is the color of these 

petaloids 

1 

5. Form?  Colors? 

6. S DB or S BI?  

Can you handle the 

eye zone here? 7 :-) 

1 

7 :-) 



 

 OK, I confess; the answer to some of those questions is that 

the current naming system won’t handle some of these observations.  

I should also say that some originators and some judges argue that 

the system is too complicated already.  (That doesn’t get you Senior 

Judges off the hook for knowing them.  :-))  On the other hand, if 

you don’t have a picture of the cultivar in front of you, CO LB PK/

YL/ w really doesn’t do justice to seelding # 1, does it!   

 I did something different on my Blossom Gulch seedlings 

that didn’t bloom.  I saved clumps of tubers from those plants.  

Some hybridizers argue that the plants that didn’t bloom the first 

year produce the best seedlings the next year (hard to imagine, eh!).  

We’ll have some evidence regarding that premise next year. 

 Take another look at Lou Paradise’s article in the September 

ADS Bulletin.  It covers all the basics here.  In the next Digest, I 

plan to get back to the score sheet and dahlia color. 
 Ron 

8. Form is easier than the 

color here. 

9. How are you going to 

handle the red in the ray 

florets? 

10. Form is clear here, too. 

What colors do you need? 

11. Is there some way for you to handle 

the yellow on these ray florets? 
12. How would you handle the red on 

these ray florets? 


