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 Perhaps some of you are still nursing a corner of your garden that 

has a few dahlias alive and well.  I am a  bit sad that mine are all cut, dug, 

divided and stored.  It seems like the season literally flew by! 

 The show at Petitti’s has come to be a real highlight for me.  I hope 

that many of you look at it that way too.  The seedling challenges and the 

related judging seminar are the attractions for me.  The fact that this year’s 

seminar was standing-room-only makes me think that it is becoming a favor-

ite for some of you.  (Those of you with great eyes will be able to see Aunt 

Dorothy (namesake for my new introduction), sitting behind Barbara.) 

 The highlight of the seminar this year was the discussion of the best 

entry among the 2009 open-centered seedlings.  There were about six entries 

in that class (each of which was eligible for ADS Seedling Bench Evaluation 

(SBE) but none of which were entered there!).  There were some good les-

sons to be garnered from the discussion of those entries particularly with 

regard to the determination and the evaluation of color.  The picture below, 

taken Sunday afternoon doesn’t 

do the entry justice inasmuch as 

the ray florets were losing sub-

stance by then and the whole 

exhibit was suffering.  Saturday 

afternoon it would have ranked 

among the highest of the entries 

for form.  Let’s focus, however, 

on color.  We concluded that it 

is a blend of red and yellow 

with yellow petaloids.  I hope 



 

that one of the key takeaways for all from that conversation was that 

classifying an entry as a blend brings with it some requirements that a 

solid color dahlia doesn’t have.  Those requirements are the uniformity 

of distribution of the colors both among the florets and in the blooms in 

a multiple bloom display.  Now take a look, for example, at the florets 

at 3 and 6 o'clock on that top bloom.  They  are significantly different, 

aren’t they—a substantial color fault! 

 The entry on the right has a similar 

issue, although we classified it as S RD/yl 

(red with a yellow eye zone), not a blend.  It 

will compete with the reds, but the uniformi-

ty of the eye zone is still important.  The uni-

formity is OK here but still not great.   

 I don’t remember whether or not we 

classified the red and white entry on the right.  

It is problematic in that the amount of white 

on the ray florets is hardly enough to call it a 

bicolor.  Bicolor (CO BI RD/W/w) would 

probably be my choice anyway but I asked 

the ADS Classification Chairman and he dis-

agreed (CO RD/w).  (That is why it is called “judging,” folks!)  This 

entry is another good example of the additional burden that comes with 

characterizing an entry as having ray florets with two colors—n this 

case, both uniformity and a sufficient area fraction of the second color. 

 An appreciation of theses subtleties can only come from know-

ing the contents of the ADS judging materials.  Read the Guide to 

Judging Dahlias again this winter! 

 There were fewer entries in the ST and AN seedling competi-

tions.  Please remember that the Boley ST seedlings started in 2010 

will be eligible for SBE evaluation next year.  I’ll probably call for tri-

ple entries on that one next year.  Let’s get some of those triple ST en-

tries in there for seedling bench 

evaluation (SBE)! 

 There were about six 

anemone seedlings entered at the 

show.  The one on the right is one 

of them.  It meets the basic criteria 

for an AN (quiz of the day; what 

are they?), but also exhibits some 

irregularities in the dome.  (Most 

of the entries shared that problem.)  



The entries were from seeds supplied either directly from Bill Johnson in 

Australia or from Bill through Loney Kennedy who had visited Bill a 

year and a half ago.  Thanks, again, Bill and Loney for providing those 

seeds!  I know of at least two AN seedlings that didn’t make it to the 

show.  Hopefully, everyone was able to save several tubers from those 

plants and will be able to make a bigger class of entries at Petitti’s from 

those plants next fall. 

 There were lots of seedlings entered in the “open” class.  Since 

we were running out of time, we only discussed those entries in the con-

text of “to keep or not to keep; that was the question.”  :-)  There were 

lots of keepers among those seedlings! 

 Those of you who were able to attend the October DSO meeting 

saw examples of the source of the seeds for the 2013 seedling challenge.  

Kathy and Mike Iler operate Blossom 

Gulch Dahlias in Coos Bay, OR.  Mutual 

friends made it possible for Barbara and 

me to tour their wonderful gardens.  It 

was a memorable visit indeed!  Mike’s 

gardens featured lots of beautiful fully 

double seedlings.  He made 15 successful 

SBE seedling entries of 10 different seed-

lings this year alone.  That is a highly 

remarkable accomplishment—and his 

gardens reflected that success!  One of my favor-

ites, Carnivale, won’t be introduced until 2014.  

It scored 91 at the National Show in Portland. 

 Barbara’s favorite part of Blossom 

Gulch was Kathy Iler’s garden.  It was thorough-

ly isolated from Mike’s gardens and consisted of 

virtually 100% open-centered seedlings (and 

look at the size of the garden (right)!).  We felt 

like we loved each new seedling more than the last 

one.  There were, of course, occasional solid-colored S, AN, CO, and O.  

They were, however, greatly outnumbered by fasci-

nating novelty open-centered combinations of those 

ordinary forms with colors that were usually variegat-

ed, bicolored, or blends.  It was a sufficiently exciting 

experience to move Barbara from what has largely 

been an observer to an active dahlia gardener plan-
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ning her NO garden (with Kathy’s help!).  Here are a few of our favor-

ites.  (You can see more on the DSO website!)  All of that excitement 

led us to ask Kathy if she would be willing to share some seed pods with 

us—and the answer was yes!  Our 2013 seedling challenge will, there-

fore, consist of seedlings grown from Kathy Iler’s (Blossom Gulch 

Dahlias) wild and wonderful seedlings.  I anticipate that it will be anoth-

er great learning experience for all of us!  Thanks Kathy, thanks Mike! 

 I may also try to get another fully-double seedling challenge 

underway for those of you who don’t want those open-centered cultivars 

anywhere near your dahlia garden.  Stay tuned as that idea evolves. 

 Enough of all that fun; I need to end on a serious note.  Most of 

you have seen the requirements for maintaining and growing your judg-

ing status.  I’ve distributed it at a couple of our seminars.  They are also 

available both on our new and improved website and on the ADS web-

site.  We got a bit of a breather when we changed the ADS Judging 

Chairman and the judging test.  It is now crunch time and I need to have 

your completed tests as soon as possible.  I will need to turn in our judg-

ing lists shortly after the first of the year and won’t be able to include the 

current AC and SR judges at their current levels unless I get your com-

pleted tests before then.  I do have the tests from a small number of you; 

thanks.  Let me know if you have questions on what is required.   

 There are also a large number of CN judges working on becom-

ing AC judges.  If you’ve completed those requirements, send your AC 

test to me as soon as you can! 

 Next month we’ll go back to judging topics!  


