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Rest in Peace, Dave. 

You will be missed. 

Next ZOOM Program: 
Friday, May 20, 7 p.m. 

Sarah Kyker, "The Fungi Beneath our Feet" 

SIDE: Remembering Dave; May-August Programs; 

and Plant Sales; Meet a Member: Pat Sadata 

Iner on "Planting Dahlias;" and To 

•--■-- on "Those Extra Tu 

REMEMBERING DAVE 

As some of us were thinking about what to do with Dave's stock of 
tubers, his wife, Mary, suggested that we give them to members 
with an element of surprise. So, as part of the online tuber sale, 
you were able to order a free tuber from Dave's stock. When you 
pick your tubers up at Petitti's Oakwood on Saturday, May 7, 1 O 
a.m. to 2 p.m, we will inform you of its size or form to help you
groom the plant, but not its name or color. Then, at our Summit
Mall Show September 16-18, we plan to have a special section for
the dahlias grown from Dave's tubers and will reveal the variety
you received then. In this way we will celebrate how very special
Dave was to the DSO. Jerry Moreno

Dave was unflappable! In all the shows he chaired, when lots of 
things could go wrong, Dave never got frustrated. He just moved 
on to get the job done. I will miss his whimsical pumpkin designs 
at Petitti's. It was a pleasure to work with him. He will be missed. 
Barb Miner 

My time spent with Dave was mainly at the Dahlia shows to help 
set up and organize the entries. Each year at the Berea Fair, after 
the judging and all the members would leave for the day, Dave 
and I would straighten up the tables. Then I would look forward to 
walking around with him and find our favorite BBQ stand for lunch 
and conversation. Yes, I will dearly miss Dave. Bob Wenning 

Once you met Dave, you were friends. He was kind and had a 
delightful and infectious personality. Dave was the solution guy. 
He could create a gadget to ease any task. The cart he created 
for all purposes is legendary and will outlast all of us. 
May the good times we all shared with Dave become our strength 
and comfort. Barbara Hosta 

Dave made me feel like a schoolboy again. We used to laugh that 
if we were doing something in less than an ideal fashion, Dave 
would scold us. I will miss that wry smile. He was a wonderful, 
resourceful, irreplaceable man. Tony Evangelista. 



My last interaction with Dave was at my house two days before he 
passed. It was very ordinary and enjoyable. I have reflected on it 
so many times because it was the last time we talked in person 
and since it was so recent, I remember it well. He came to bring 
me the dahlia society banner for the talk I was going to give. After 
showing me how to put it up, he joked that some of the DSO 
members voted to spend the couple of hundred dollars on it while 
Jerry was out of town. I asked him to help me divide a double 
tuber that was valuable to me and so I was hesitant to do it 
myself. He showed me where to cut, I handed him the knife and in 
a second it was done. You could ask Dave anything and he would 
answer in his laid-back, considered way. At the October show at 
Petitti's last year, I showed up early Sunday to clean up, and when 
he came, we worked our way around the tables, talking and 
cleaning up. It was a good time to ask him questions I had been 
thinking about for a while about dahlia shows. You could always 
count on him for a balanced and truthful answer. He may be 
gone, but his spirit will live on at every show we have until there 
are none of us left. People are still alive in our hearts until we are 
gone too. Pat Sadataki 

Dave was a great friend and mentor for Jim and me. When we 
started MVDS we did not know the first thing about putting on a 
show. Yes, we had been to shows and thought it looked easy. 
Well, when we finally started our planning there was Dave 
showing us and encouraging us along the way. He always had 
time to answer questions no matter how busy he was. This is how 
we will remember Dave, our friend. Harriet Chandler and Jim 
Chuey 

To me, Dave Cap was a friend who came with kind words and a 
smile. He always had time for the fun and laughter that dahlias 
brought us all. We will miss him. Randy Faith 

Dave had his way of organizing things and would gently let you 
know if you weren't doing it his way. He organized a van like 
nobody else in the dahlia world. He will be missed by all who 
knew him. Kathy Faith 

Whenever you were around Dave, you would learn something 
whether you wanted to or not! Mike Weber 

Dave was a friend and mentor to all. He was always there to 
answer all your dahlia questions and help you have a successful 
growing season. Dave organized our shows like a well oiled 
machine, always with a smile. His love for the dahlia was evident 
in his own garden and the knowledge that he would share with all. 
His passion for dahlias was contagious. I first met Dave when he 
gave a talk at a local garden club and he convinced the crowd that 
we too could successfully grow the beautiful dahlia flowers that he 
brought in to show us. I was hooked that evening over 1 O years 
ago. Dave will be missed by all whose lives he has touched. God 
speed Dave. Nancy Riopelle 

Dave was the rock that served as the base for all our dahlia shows 
since Rudy Bredenbeck resigned (a long time ago!). One of my 
favorite stories is the way he hauled show supplies as well as 
flowers in his dahlia-mobile! Ron Miner 

DSO Members 
Attend Spring ADS 
Board Meeting in 
Portland, Oregon: 
To p l e f t: To n y  
Eva n g e l i s t a  and  
Nick Gitts Jr., Swan 
I s l a n d  D a h l i a s  
owner; top r ight ,
Rob and Sharon
Swaney with a group
of attendees out for ice cream; lower right, Jessica Becker
watering dahlias for the Portland Dahlia Society plant sale.



TUBER AND PLANT SALES 

Tuber Sale Pickup May 7 
This year's tuber sale is completed except for the pick up of 
pre-ordered tubers in person, including a Dave Cap dahlia if 
you asked for one, at Petitti's Oakwood on Saturday, May 7, 
1 O a.m. to 2 p.m. Payment is due at the time of pickup and 
can be either cash (correct change please) or check made 
out to the Dahlia Society of Ohio. 

Plant Sale May 13 - May 15, Pickup May 22 
The plant sale will open Friday, May 13, at 6 p.m. and go 
through Sunday, May 15, at 4 p.m. Purchases will be made 
online at www.dahliasocietyofohio.org with in-person pickup. 
Check the website for additional details about cultivars and 
pricing closer to the sale. Plant pickup will be at Willoway 
Nurseries located at 4534 Center Rd., Avon, OH, on May 22 
from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Midwest Conference Meeting and Auction June 4 
The Midwest Dahlia Conference's Annual Spring Meeting will be 
held June 4, 2022, in Elkhart, IN, at the High Dive Pavilion, 500 E. 
Beardsley Ave., 46514 starting at 10 a.m. Arrive early to visit with 
friends. The program will be a panel discussion featuring three of 
our most talented growers and a Q&A period. 

Lunch will be a high quality box lunch with the famous Indiana pie 
for dessert. Send your $15.00, cash or check only (absolutely no 
credit cards), to Anita Ritchie, 27074 CR 20, Elkhart, IN 46517. 
Please specify the kind of sandwich you would like: Ham, Turkey, 
Beef or Veggie. 

The luncheon will be followed by a plant sale featuring a live 
auction. This is an excellent time to pick up the newest of dahlias 
as well as some oldie-but-goodies. 

MAY - JULY ZOOM PROGRAMS 

Friday, May 20, 7 p.m., Sarah Kyker, 

"The Fungi Beneath our Feet" 

Sarah Kyker is a microbial ecologist at the 
Holden Arboretum interested in the 
influence of human induced and natural 
environment changes on microbial 
communities. Her research is focused on 
deciduous forest soils. Just a teaspoon of 
uncontaminated soil is estimated to 
contain millions of microbial species and 
billions of microbial cells. She studies 
mainly bacteria and fungi as they make up 
a large portion of the microbial diversity in 

the soil and help our dahlias grow. A ZOOM link will be sent. 

Friday, June 17, 7 p.m., Tom and Sarah Precht, 

"Dahlias in Aquaponics" 

Tom Precht, Ph.D., who runs a farm 
named "Grateful Gardener" in Poolesville, 
MD, with his wife, Sarah Daken, will tell 
us about their research project to 
establish the use of aquaponics and 
Autopots as a viable, sustainable organic 
method to grow dahlias for commercial 
cut flower production. Tom secured a 
grant to study the method last year, and 
the project is set to end June 30 of this 

year. They are focused on improving the environmental impact 
and the sustainability of flower farming, both the ecological and 
economic aspects of it, and hope to move the floral world towards 
local, American grown flowers. They strive to innovate new 
methods of growing sustainably, breeding new cultivars, especially 
of dahlias, and making new connections with flower enthusiasts of 
all types! Read more about their innovative farm here: https:// 

www.gratefulgardeners.co/about-us. 



Friday, July 15, 7 p.m., Susan Cowling, 

"Compost, Don't Bag It" 

Don't throw away all those kitchen scraps! Turn them into gold for 
your garden. Master Gardener Susan 
Cowling will discuss why composting is 
important and the basics of backyard 
composting. Composting makes your soil 
healthier, which in turn improves plant 
growth by loosening clay soils and 
improving the soil's capacity to hold 
moisture and nutrients. It can also reduce 
the use of pesticides and chemical 
fertilizers in your yard, and it actually 
cleans air. You can request a composting 
Fact Sheet HYG-1189-99 from the Lake County Extension Service 
or read her column in the News-Herald: https://www.news
herald.com/2008/10/19/why-compost-to-help-earth/amp/ 

IN PERSON EVENTS 

Friday, July 29, 7 p.m., "How to Stage Blooms" 
Jessica Becker and Tony Evangelista are offering a timely 
program for members at the Moebius Nature Center in Aurora 
about how to stage blooms for the upcoming shows. They will 
cover how to enter dahlias, fill out the tags, stage single blooms as 
well as multiple blooms, create arrangements, the importance of 
leaves, different categories, and how to get involved in clerking or 
become a judge. Bring a few blooms with leaves; vases used in 
shows will be provided. All are welcome. 

Saturday, Aug. 6 Noon, Annual Picnic 
The DSO annual picnic will also be held at the Moebius Nature 
Center in Aurora. Debbie Findlay will be making the arrangements 
and will query members before the meeting about whether they 
want to bring a bag lunch or have a pot luck, which likely will 
depend on the status of COVID at the time. 

EARLIER PROGRAMS 

MARCH: LeeAnn Huber of Coseytown Flowers in Greencastle, 
PA, (south central) spoke via ZOOM to members at our Friday, 
March 19, meeting sharing a slide program created by Penn State 
Extension on the topic of "Vegetable Integrated Pest Management 
with an Emphasis on Biocontrol." She covered how to control a 
variety of pests that feed on dahlias including aphids, spider mites, 
leafhoppers, as well as cucumber and Japanese beetles. 

For mechanical control of aphids, 
LeeAnn recommended rinsing the 
dahlia plant heavily with water and/ 
or using row covers. Biological 
controls include lacewing larvae, 
lady beetles and stink bugs.
Biorational controls, which are
pesticide material that causes little
to no harm to humans or animals
a n d  l i t t l e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e
environment, include insecticidal
soap, horticultural oils, Neem, and pyrethrum (PyGanic).

Weed control is key to controlling spider mites as they overwinter 
on Jerusalem oak, jimsyn weed, pokeweed, and wild geranium. 
Other controls include irrigation and moisture management, 
increased spacing, and not over fertilizing with nitrogen, which is 
the primary plant nutrient needed by insects with piercing mouth 
parts. Biological control for spider mites include fungal diseases, 
which keep populations in check, as well as lacewing larvae, 
predatory midges, mites and lady beetles. Biorational controls 
include miticides developed specifically for spider mites sprayed 
every 1 O days, sulfur, rosemary oil, insecticidal soap and 
horticultural oil, which suffocate the insects. 

Monitor the presence of leafhopper by brushing the plants and 
observing if insects quickly dart off to the sides as well as noting if 
there are any newly harvested hay fields nearby. Row covers can 
keep hoppers off plants. Biological controls include green 
lacewings, minute pirate bugs, spiders, parasitoids such as wasps 



that lay eggs on hosts, soldier bug and lady beetles. Biorational 
Controls include Amazon Plus, Ultra-Fine Oil, and PyGanic. 

Cucumber and Japanese Beetles are common pests from early 
June through August. Cultural controls include destroying 
overwintering habitat and planting a trap crop of amaranth and 
"Blue Hubbard" squash for cucumber beetles. Mechanical 
controls include covering blooms with organza bags (8X12) or 
covering plants with polypropylene row cover, using yellow sticky 
cards with clove/cinnamon/allspice oil, soaked cotton balls that 
acts as a trap, or hand pick them off. Biological controls are 
multiple applications of milky spore to lawns in order to kill the 
Japanese beetle larvae and entomopathogenic nematodes 
applied as a soil drench have shown 50% reduction in cucumber 
beetle larvae numbers. Biorational controls include Mycotrol 0, 
Cedar Guard, PyGanic EC and Spinosad. 

APRIL: Deanna Kitchen, Founder and President of the Growing 
Kindness Project, gave us a ZOOM presentation on April 22. The 
Project's goal is to encourage people to grow flowers and give 

them away. The organization provides 
support, education and resources to 
help members garden and give. 
Deanna came up with the idea because 
she accidentally planted more dahlias 
than she could market. The next year 
she began giving tubers to anyone who 
wanted to grow AND share them. 

The project started in Washington state 
but has spread through the country and 
world. She believes dahlias are the 
perfect mascot for the project because 
they come in multitude shapes and 

colors. She noted on the Growing Kindness website that "a single 
dahlia tuber can produce dozens of blooms all summer and then 
handfuls of new tubers the next season. In the same way, one 
small act of kindness has the power to multiply and grow beyond 
our expectation or understanding." Read more about the project 
at: https://www.growingkindnessproject.org/mission. 

MEET A MEMBER 

As DSO Refreshments Chair, Pat Sadataki made sure that we all 
had yummy treats back in the pre-COVID days when we were 
meeting in person. Hopefully, she will soon return to her DSO job, 
but through July we are still meeting via ZOOM. Pat grew her first 
dahlia in 2012 from a package she bought at a garden store. 
Desiring more varieties, she asked the store owner where to get 
t h e m  a n d  w a s  
re fer red to  Swan 
Island Dahlias. 

In 2013 she found our 
Dahl ia Society of  
Ohio show at Summit 
Mall and got lots of ,, . 
information from a 
DSO member. She 
bought tubers at our 
spring sale the next 
year, and she has 
grown more dahlias 
every year since then. 
She is now up to 
about 125 plants split 
between two plots. -
a b o u t  40 a t  t h e  
Eastwood Preserve 

Pat Sadataki in her Eastwood Preserve 
Community Garden in Richfield with a 

dahlia named "Mother's Love." 

Community Garden in Richfield, which is in full sun, and about 50 
at her home garden, which gets about six hours of sun per day. 

Pat loves sharing her flowers, plants and tubers with family and 
friends as well as talking about gardening with anyone. She 
shared that she nurtures her plants with cow manure, which she 
gets from Andy Luther at Luther Farm. She says her favorite time 
of day is morning when she can walk around her garden with a 
cup of coffee to see what has come out and what needs to be 
done. She says she is drawn to informal decorative types but 
can't really name a favorite. "Each is wonderful in its own way," 
she said. 



Pat showed her dahlias as a novice grower for three years. "Now I 
am showing with the big dogs, which has added another 
dimension to growing. It is very exciting to be recognized with a 
win," she said. "Everyone is so encouraging, and there is so much 
to learn." She says that clerking for judges has helped her learn 
how to stage a good bloom. She would like to become a judge at 
some point, but the pandemic has limited these opportunities. 

Pat is a woman of 
many interests and 
a b i l i t i e s  b e y o n d  
dahlias. She is a real 
estate agent with 
Howard Hanna and 
a l s o  p l a y s  g o l f ,  
enjoys genealogy, 
and loves to collect 
a n d  d r i n k  w i n e .  
Before that, she was 
i n  t h e  fi r e  a n d
security industry with Pat's home garden ready to pop last year. 

Honeywell working 
with architects and 
consulting engineers to specify building controls for large 
commercial new construction projects. She took time off when 
she and her husband, Bill, adopted twin daughters in 1999 and 
went into real estate after they started school. Her daughters 
recently graduated from college and are off on their own, one in 
Chicago and one in Portland, Oregon. 

Pat grew up in Western Pennsylvania and graduated from 
Edinboro State College with a degree in political science. She 
interned with a federally funded rural electric utility her senior year, 
which gave her a great opportunity to learn all areas of a 
company. She also worked for a department store retailer in Erie, 
PA, picking up shoplifters and auditing for employee theft. Her first 
job out of college was in sales for ADT designing fire/security 
systems for industrial plants. "I loved touring manufacturing plants 
and seeing how things were made," she said. Pat moved to 
Cleveland when her husband was transferred here in 1978, and 
has lived in Richfield since 1997. 

PLANTING DAHLIAS 

by Ron Miner, baronminer@aol.com 

After a long winter, like all my dahlia friends, I'm anxious to get 
going! Anxious to see signs of life in those tubers and clumps! 
Anxious to get out and play in the garden! Anxious to have some 
blooms on the kitchen table! We need, nevertheless, to add some 
caution to that enthusiasm because starting too early can lead to 
loss of some plants and could also provide no particular 
advantage in the rate of growth of those plants. That is, if you 
plant tubers or plants while the ground is too cold, they may die or 
just sit there until the soil warms up! 

I've been advised to wait until the soil temperature is above 65F. 
We've also heard that we need to wait until the danger of frost is 

past. My strategy is to wait until my 
Horse Chestnut tree is in full bloom 
(no kidding). That generally happens 
by the middle of May when the soil 
temperature is nearing 65F and the 
danger of frost is not too great. You 
might want to watch for a tree or a 
bush in your yard that is in bloom 
when you plant your garden. I think 
it helps to base your planting 
decision on a local indicator of the 
ground conditions. (See the closeup 
of a cluster of horse chestnut 
blooms, at left, taken 5/25/05 - it 
must have been a cold spring in 
2005!) You don't really need to plant 

as early as possible. One of our most competitive exhibitors didn't 
plant until mid-June. That provided first-blush blooms around show 
time, and he did very well at the shows! 

The other variable you need to watch is the moisture in the soil. If 
it has been an unusually wet spring, you will need to wait until the 
soil dries out a bit. Poorly drained soil may be the most difficult 
challenge for your dahlias to handle early in the year. Make sure 
not to overwater your young tubers/plants! 



One way to get blooms early in the season is to start your tubers 
indoors. I start planting indoors towards the end of April and tend 
to have small plants ready to plant outdoors between the middle 

and end of May. I use slightly 
moistened Pro-Mix containing 
mycorrhizae for my potting soil. 
See the photo, at left, of the flats 
in my temporary greenhouse/ 
living room. Lots of light is 
impor tan t  to  ge t t i ng  n i ce  
compact plants. Not enough light 
will lead to spindly plants that will 
be difficult to move outdoors. My 
flats get moved out to the deck 

as soon as possible to aid in the hardening process. The milk 
cartons in the picture accommodate long tubers that don't fit in the 
4" pots. (Punch holes in the bottom of the carton for drainage.) 

Another way to handle long tubers is 
to just cut them off. See the photo at 
right of a very long Badger Twinkle 
tuber. The pieces below the ruler are 
from the same LONG tuber; the 
smaller piece will fit in a 4" pot. Large 
tubers are not necessarily better than 
small ones. Small tubers and cut 
tubers work more quickly to develop a 
root system; big tubers can live off the tuber for a long time. 

If you find two or more shoots growing from the tuber, you can use 
them to make another plant. Taking "cuttings" is a whole other 
topic; suffice it to say here that you should only let one shoot grow 
on the tuber you're planting. The little piece of plant that you 
break off, so as to leave just one on the tuber, can be used to 
make another whole plant. 

Be sure to harden your plants by gradually exposing them to sun 
and wind before planting them. Removing them from the pots is 
sufficient shock for them. (Tony uses "cow pots" that you just put 
in the soil and let them dissolve, again reducing that transplant 
shock.) 

THOSE EXTRA TUBERS 

by Tony Evangelista, tony.evangelista@icloud.com 

Most of us have left over stock after planting our dahlias. I save 
quite a few plants as replacements for those that don't make it. 
There is a high incidence of failure for me with tubers especially if 
we have a wet June. I lost a third of my plants started as tubers in 
one especially wet June. They just rotted. Plants from cuttings are 
much more resilient and much less prone to rot after planting. 

Therefore, I save stock, both plants and tubers, I can use for 
replacements. But what do you do with the extra stock in July 
when all replacements have been made and each stake is planted 
and doing well? Consider leaving these dahlias in their pots and 
create pot roots. These dahlias will form clumps in the pots. The 
easiest way to care for them is to just bury the pots in the ground. 
There will be more consistent temperature and moisture in the 
buried pot than one left above ground. But either way will work. 

I bury my pots side by side in a corner of the garden and then 
mulch them. I then put horticultural netting about 15 inches above 
them to keep them from falling over. In the fall I just lift the pots 
after cutting off the tops (sanitize by dipping your shears in Clorox 
and then water after each cut). The pots are stored in my garage. 
I wait until they dry out and would be in need of water if they are 
actively growing and then put the pots in an individual plastic bag 
or take an entire flat and put it in a large trash bag. I want the soil 
barely moist to keep the tubers from completely drying out. If they 
are stored too wet, they will rot. Better to err on the dry side than 
the wet side. 

The following dahlia season you can just plant the clump after 
removing it from the pot. Remember to select and allow only one 
shoot from the ground to grow. Or repot the clump for cuttings so 
the crown is higher in the pot and then water. You can then easily 
take cuttings to increase your stock and still plant the clump 
eventually in the garden when all cuttings are taken. 

It is especially useful to employ pot roots for cultivars that are 
difficult to keep because they form few or thin tubers. 
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OFFICERS, CHAIRS & FACILITATORS 

President Jerry Moreno ................. 440-543-5658 
Treasurer Anna Kandra ................ .440-724-2944 
Membership Chair Nancy Riopelle ......... 330-483-3360 
Recording Secretary Jackie Evangelista ... 440-413-3651 
Corresponding Secretary MaryAnn Moreno .440-543-5658 
Webmaster Sharon Swaney ............. 330-562-3296 
Digest Editor Jackie Evangelista. . . . . . . . . . 440-413-3651 
Social Media/Publicity Anna Kandra and Jess Becker ..... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-724-2944 
Refreshments Chair Pat Sadataki. ........ 216-314-3880 
Sunshine Chair Joann Bendokaitis ....... .440-221-6447 
Judging Chairs Ron Miner and Tony Evangelista ........ . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 440-543-1516 & 440-867-3711 
Propagation Chair Mike Weber ........... 440-647-3162 
Archives & Librarian Barbara Hosta ....... 216-729-9714 
Holden Forests and Gardens Rep Barbara Hosta ...... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216-729-9714 
ADS Representative Tony Evangelista ...... 440-867-3711 
Meeting Program Facilitators: May 20, Fungi , Tony 
Evangelista; June 17, Aquaponics , Jessica Becker; July 15, 
Composting , Jerry Moreno; July 28, Staging Blooms , Jess 
Becker and Tony Evangelista; August 6 Picnic, Debbie 
Findlay. 

Visit the DSO website: 
www.dahIiasocietyofohio.org 

Follow the DSO Facebook page: https:// 
www.facebook.com/dahliasocietyofohio 

THANKS TO ALL FOR HELPING THE DSO! 

DSO/ADS Membership Application 
(Memberships are calendar year.) 

Please fill out completely (even for renewals). 

For Year: 20 Today's Date: 

Name(s): ________________ _ 

Address: ________________ _ 

Phone(s) (land line): ____ Cell Phone(s): __ _ 

Email(s): ________________ _ 

Are you (check one): 
a brand new member D or a previous member □

Choose� of the following membership offerings by 
checking the box before the offering. 

Do not write in the gray boxes. 

[ ] DSO Individual $15 

[ ] DSO Family $20 

[ ] DSO Individual + ADS Individual $39 

[ ] DSO Family+ ADS Individual $44 

[ ] DSO Family+ ADS Family $47 

If you select an ADS dues option, payment must be in to Nancy by year end. 

Please make checks payable to DSO. Mail to: 

Nancy Riopelle 
701 W. River Rd 

Valley City, OH 44280 


