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NNext Zoom Meeting:
Friday,, MMaarch 18, 22002222,, 7 p.m.

                               
Coseytown Bounty 

Program:
LeeeAAnn Huber on “Growing Daahhllias

anndd Pest Managemeenntt””
INSIDE:  Meet a Member—Jessica Becker;     

Welcome New Members—Ron Miner; 
Spring Dahlia Calendar—Tony Evangelista 

REMINDER:  Please submit your dues by March 1.

Greetings Dahlia Lovers,

Perhaps by the time you get this memo, temperatures will have 
started to warm and snow to wane. It’s time to check on our 
sleeping tubers, discard the ones that have shriveled or have 
turned to mush.  I typically start the healthy ones indoors around 
the third week of April.  They take a month to grow to 4 or 5 
inches.  I tend to have a hard time keeping them from getting 
leggy.  Getting them outside in a cold frame as soon as possible 
helps.  We will have some time at our meeting on March 18 to 
discuss what members do to start tubers.

I hope that you enjoyed seeing the “New Introductions for 2022” at 
our February meeting including FOUR by our own Tony 
Evangelista.  I need to give Tony special thanks for answering the 
request last year from the Garden Club of Dayton, which asked if 
it were possible to have a dahlia bloom for them to use in 
celebration of their 100th anniversary. (See photo on last page.) 
They named it “Garden Club of Dayton.” Thank you Tony for giving 
them one of your new introductions in their name.  Super 
wonderful of you to do that.

And a sincere thank you to Jess Becker and Anna Kandra, who 
through their social media efforts have about doubled our 
membership, which is now approaching 150.  I encourage 
established growers to become “Mentors” for a new member 
wishing to be mentored.  Jess discussed details of this exciting 
program at our February meeting and will keep bringing it up.

Details of our tuber and plant sales are included in this issue and 
were reported at our February meeting as well. We are in need of 
members who can arrange speakers or programs for meetings in 
April, May, June, July, October and November.  Let me know if you 
can help.  Thanks.

Looking forward to seeing you on the 18th.  Until then, stay warm 
and well.

                                                                         Jerry

MORENO’S MEMO



    

LeeAnn Huber owns Coseytown Flowers, a small flower farm in 
Greencastle, PA (south central).  She was a farm kid who stepped 
away from agriculture in her 20s and pursued a career in sales 
and marketing “before being promoted to motherhood at 33.”  She 
soon decided to turn a flower hobby into a business.  Although it 
was hard and required huge adjustments, LeeAnn says the ability 
to be flexible allowed her to get to the point where she is now 
launching 12 new Coseytown cut flower dahlias in an expanding 
international market. The information she will share about pest 
management should be of interest to all dahlia growers. She has a 
website at:  https://coseytownflowers.com.

Friday, April 15, 7 p.m.

  “Soil Health,” a video created by the Master 
Gardeners of Cuyahoga County

We are hoping that we can reserve this presentation, which 
describes the importance of good soil: no soil, no plants, no food; 
what soil provides: plant anchorage, nutrients, air/water space, 
temperature control; and what soil contains: minerals, organic 
matter, living organisms. It addresses macro-nutrients: 
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and potassium (K), NPK for short, 
composting, and good practices for soil health. Stay tuned for 
confirmation of this program.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, March 18,  
7 p.m.

“Growing Dahlias and 
Pest Management” by 

LeeAnn Huber of 
Coseytown Flowers 
@coseytownflowers

Our October meeting featured member Nancy Riopelle describing “A Day 
in the Life of a Raptor Center Volunteer.”  She has volunteered at the

Medina Raptor Center for three 
years.  MRC is a non-profit 
501(c)3 organization with all 
the required State and Federal 
licenses. Its mission is to 
rescue injured, s ick and 
orphaned b i rds o f p rey, 
rehabilitate and release them 
back to their natural habitats.    

Nancy shared the daily chores 
involved in caring for raptor 
p a t i e n t s a n d t h e r o l e 
educational birds play. These 

are birds who have injuries that prohibit them from being released since 
they can’t hunt on their own. She also talked about the threats to our 
wildlife and the conservation efforts that everyone can do to help our 
feathered friends in our daily lives. (Continued on page 10)

Tuber and Plant Sales Will Be Online Again
Due to the continuing pandemic, our DSO tuber and plant sales will 
again be conducted on our website: https://dahliasocietyofohio.org.   
We hope to post the tubers and plants we expect to have for sale before 
the order dates so you can make a list of what you want to buy. 

Tubers are needed. Please call Dave Cap to arrange tuber drop-off
before April 20 at 440-888-5589 (home) or 440-539-7474 (cell). You can 
drop them off, he can pick them up, or he can meet you somewhere. 
Tuber orders will be accepted on the website Friday, April 29, 6 p.m., 
through Sunday, May 1, 4 p.m. and pickup will be at Petitti’s Oakwood 
Saturday, May 7, 10-2.  

Plant orders will be taken Friday, May 13, 6 p.m. through Sunday, May 
15, 4 p.m.  Pick up plant orders Sunday, May 22, 1 - 3 p.m. at Willoway 
Nursery, 4534 Center Rd., Avon. 

This information is subject to change. Updates will be e-mailed and 
posted on the website. Pay by cash (correct change) or by check made 
out to DSO.

OCTOBER PROGRAM 



by Ron Miner, baronminer@aol.com

This is usually a column about judging dahlias in shows. However, 
because we have so many new members, I wanted to add a big 
welcome to you and give a shout out to the DSO members who 
so successfully ran the membership campaign this year. If you 
have been growing dahlias for years, the new show quality 
cultivars you will receive with your new membership will be a 
great addition to your garden.  If you have joined because your 
grandparents always had dahlias and you wanted to give them a 
try, you won’t be disappointed with the performance of the tubers 
you will receive.

Like many other DSO members, I have been growing dahlias for 
30+ years, and we all want to help you make your garden a place 
of beauty this summer.  I encourage you to take advantage of the 
mentorship program our new member team is developing. Both 
the experienced growers and the new growers benefit from the 
process. We on the experienced side of the fun get to talk about 
our favorite topic, and you, on the still-learning side of the fun, 
have access to the successes and failures of many years of 
growing dahlias. The plan for the mentorship project includes on-
site visits to both “new” and “old” gardens.  Try it:  you’ll like it!

We hope you will also try our regular meetings. As a result of the 
crazy COVID situation, we are meeting via ZOOM now so you 
don’t even need to get in your car. And these meetings help you 
put names on faces. But when we resume in-person meetings, 
you will enjoy the camaraderie and will find that the meetings 
provide the foundation for friendships that last forever. There isn’t 
anything much better than the opportunity to share the 
excitement of a spectacular new bloom in your garden with nice 
people who share your enthusiasm.

The events many members enjoy the most are the annual dahlia 
shows.  They provide the opportunity to put those wonderful 
blooms from your garden—those spectacular examples of nature,
—on display for all to see as well as the opportunity to learn from 
your dahlia friends how best to bring the blooms to the show, 
how best to display them, and how to get blooms to the winner’s 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS
table among others.  Shows always endow me with a list of new 
cultivars I just have to have for the next year! 

The fun and the excitement at our local shows extend to the next 
levels—regional and national shows.  We can participate in the 
Midwest Region Dahlia Show and the American Dahlia Society 
(ADS) National Show, which give us opportunities to develop 
friends all across much of North America including Canada. The 
list of “have-to-haves” can get really long at these big shows. 
Membership at the national level also brings you the quarterly 
ADS Bulletin and the annual Classification and Handbook of 
Dahlias (CHD). Membership also gives you access to the 
members-only portions of the ADS website, which is superbly 
managed by our own Sharon Swaney. DSO is well represented in 
the management of the  ADS.  Membership is another “Try it—
you’ll like it!”

Don’t be intimidated by the terminology we use to organize 
dahlias into form, size and color classes. For example, Baron 
Dalton pictured below left is a “BB FD WH.” BB means it is a 
flower 4-6 inches in diameter, FD stands for formal decorative 
form, and WH stands for the color white. The CHD gives this 
information on every dahlia variety listed. The shorthand we use 
for describing open centered dahlias can be a little more 
complicated, but here again, the CHD and some experience will 
allow you to envision the class of dahlias involved.  Baron Aunt 
Dorothy, below right, is a popular member of the yellow Collarette 
class, CO Y/y.  This shorthand helps classify specific, similar-
looking groups of dahlias that will be judged together in a show. 
More on that later, and again welcome to the DSO!



Despite having been a member for less than two years, Jessica 
Becker has made a significant contribution to the success of the 
Dahlia Society of Ohio (DSO). She and Anna Kandra developed a 
DSO membership campaign on the internet that signed up about 
80 new members. While browsing the internet, Jess could see 
that people might have some interest in growing dahlias locally.  
So she and Anna developed a new member campaign running 
ads on Facebook and Instagram and  offering five free tubers with 
a new DSO membership, an idea that a fellow grower carried out

elsewhere successfully. Jess also 
started a new member email 
newsletter  that answers questions 
she had when she first started 
g row ing dah l i as . I f COV ID 
cooperates, she would like to plan 
some new member gatherings 
(perhaps garden tours) and pair 
them with mentors from DSO who 
can help guide them and answer 
their questions.  

Jess got interested in adding 
dahlias to her cut flower garden 
right before the pandemic hit 
(great timing!).  She started with
five tubers, but only two of them 
bloomed. Then she did a “terrible 
job” storing them. Realizing she 
needed to learn a lot more, she 
started watching videos about 
dahlia growing on social media. 

She was gifted a very helpful book entitled Discovering Dahlias by 
Erin Benzakein, founder of Floret Flower Farm. And the next year 
she ended up with about 150 varieties. This time she used DSO 
member Ron Miner’s method of storing them —tossing them in a 
bag of vermiculite/sulfur and then Saran wrapping each tuber—
with success.  She and her husband, Nick, removed about 50 
square feet of grass in their backyard to make a dahlia garden. 
This year they plan to expand it with raised beds in a mushy area 
of their yard.  She says “her great partner” is showing an interest 
in the large dahlias as well as composting.

MEET A MEMBER: JESS BECKER

Jessica Becker displaying a 
favorite dahlia, “Sierra Glow,” 
in front of her dahlia garden.

Jess’s favorite dahlia is “KA’s Mocha Katie” hybridized by her 
“dahlia idol” Kristine Albrecht.   Cutting and arranging dahlias is 
what she enjoys most along with photographing them. You can 
find her photos on Instagram at riverwaters7.  She entered two 
shows last year winning first place in the Novice Category at the 
Cuyahoga County Fair 
and making the head 
table at the National 
D a h l i a S h o w i n 
Wooster, which DSO 
h o s t e d , f o r B e s t 
Photograph and Best 
Open Centered Novice 
Grower. 

Jess works as Senior 
Executive Director of 
W e b s i t e D e s i g n , 
D e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
Optimization for Case 
Western University. 
She is also an adjunct 
faculty member for the 
U s e r E x p e r i e n c e 
master’s program at 
Kent State University. 
And she is also the 
Advertising Manager for 
the American Dahlia Society. In her spare time (hard to believe 
she finds any) Jess also enjoys knitting and spinning and has 
started studying watercolor painting with a goal of painting 
dahlias.  She is currently taking a class with Sarah Simon, the 
Mint Gardener, which she highly recommends.  She also loves to 
camp and travel.  In whatever free time she has left, Jess has 
been helping dahlia growers/societies with their websites. 

In 2021 Jess was also an ambassador for Growing Kindness,  “a 
little project with a big heart and big dream.” It is an organization 
with a goal of starting a campaign of kindness that reaches 
across the world through the flowers that we grow in our 
backyards. See growingkindnessproject.org. Jess and Nick 
currently live in Cleveland Heights. She encourages DSO 
members who live in the area to reach out to her as she would 
love to have some neighborhood dahlia friends.

Jess holding the two ribbons she won at 
the Cuyahoga County Fair.



Two Articles on Taking Cuttings
by Tony Evangelista, tony.evangelista@icloud.com 

Thankfully, it’s finally time to start thinking about 
dahlias again. I usually start my season in March, but 
it’s never too early to plan your garden.  I make a 
map of my garden with every stake represented. I    

decide what will be planted at each stake including my 
second and third year seedlings. I always keep ample stock on 
hand for replacements when needed. Plants from cuttings rarely 
fail, but plants from tubers often rot depending on how much rain 
we get in June.

I take stock out of storage for cuttings in early March if I want to 
maximize the number of cuttings. If I just want one to three 
cuttings of a given variety, I will wait until early April to plant the 
tubers in trays. Tubers have no roots to take up water. Once 
shoots are actively growing and roots have grown, more water 
can be given. I recommend a potting mix for tubers that has at 
least 50% bark.  We want a medium that drains very well to 
prevent the tubers from rotting. I use Sungro 852 (same as Fafard 
52). 

I start my dahlia seeds in mid March.  They grow into vigorous 
plants 6-12 inches tall by planting time in mid to late May.  I plant 
my seeds directly into my organic potting mix.  I also take my 
cuttings and root them in the same potting mix.  There are many 
different schools of thought about this, but this approach works 
really well for me and saves me a lot of time repotting.  My 
seedlings go into 4-inch CowPots, and my cuttings into 3 to 4-
inch CowPots filled with my organic potting mix.  These can be 
planted directly in my garden so the roots are not disrupted. The 
rest of my tuber stock is trayed up the second or third week of 
April using the SunGro.  This stock goes directly into my garden.  

Much has been said and written about how to 
make dahlia cuttings.  One aspect that always 
amazed me was how easily they root, which I 
learned almost by accident years ago.  Sometimes 

MY SPRING DAHLIA CALENDAR

   1

   2

a tuber would send up multiple shoots after planting in the spring. 
Since I prefer one stalk per stake, I would leave the dominant 
shoot, remove the others and place them in the soil at empty 
stakes.  I found that they easily rooted. 

Today, I like shoots 4-6 inches tall with a few sets of leaves.  The 
lower set of leaves is removed and the “cutting” inserted in a pilot 
hole in the soil and tapped in so the roots can form at the nodes 
of the removed leaves. The cutting must be kept shaded and the 
soil moist.  I take a large flower pot, attach it down low to the 
stake upside down to the level of the top of the cutting so that the 
sun never hits it and yet there is adequate air circulation. White 
pots are ideal, but black pots can work if kept far enough above 
the cutting so long as they provide shade and don’t overheat the 
cutting. You may need to water the cutting daily depending on 
your soil.  It should begin to grow within 10-14 days at which time 
you can raise the pot up the stake slowly to harden it off from the 
sun.  Take your time.  The cutting has to gradually adjust to the 
sun’s intensity.

But now what if you want to increase your stock earlier in the 
season by taking cuttings indoors under lights?  I have over the 
years started cuttings in sand, peat moss, oasis using plastic 
cells, plastic pots and peat pots. I would then repot the cuttings 
in 4-inch plastic pots. Because this is time-consuming, I recently 
decided  to skip this repotting and do a one-step process.  I 
began putting cuttings directly in my organic potting mix in 4-inch 
square tall  CowPots (1), which I can then plant directly in my 
garden or in a 6-inch square plastic pot to create pot roots.  I use 
10-inch by 20-inch flats without holes for drainage to group them 
and seldom move them from the flat until I place them in the 
garden or pot.  The roots grow straight through the cow pot and 
don’t curl like when they are impeded in a plastic pot.  I feel there 
is also much less transplant shock with CowPots.

The recipe for my organic potting mix is shown in Table 1; 
however any quality potting mix will probably work just fine. 
CowPots are available in various sizes and reasonably priced 
when purchased in case quantity. The CowPots decompose 
much more easily and rapidly than peat pots.  I believe they also 
provide more nutrition to the cuttings.  I use Wood’s Rooting 
Compound when I remember, but I’m not convinced that it is 
necessary.  I never take the time to go get it and use it on my 
direct garden cuttings. 



My Organic Potting Mix Recipe

In a six cubic foot wheelbarrow, mix: 

5 gallons finished compost
5 gallons peat moss
5 gallons 2-year aged Sweet Peet
2 quarts worm castings
2 cups rock dust
1 cup crab meal
1/2 cup bat guano
Mycorrhizae inoculant (use recommendations

	 	 per manufacturer)

Medina County Raptor Center (continued)

Cloud is a Red-tailed Hawk with leucisim, which is a recessive gene, 
where the melanin is not pushed out to his feathers resulting in white 
plumage. He lived near the rail yards in Cleveland where he nested with

a m a t e w i t h n o r m a l 
plumage. They are known 
to have had at least one 
brood of chicks wi th 
normal plumage. Cloud 
was hit by a train and 
rushed to the raptor 
center with head trauma 
and left wing needed 
partial amputation. He 
wasn’t expected to live 
through the night, but he 
slowly recovered. His 
amputation resulted in the 
inability to fly and hunt so 
he couldn’t be released to 
t h e w i l d . H i s c a l m 
disposition makes him a 
stellar educational bird.

Medina Raptor Center is always looking for new volunteers. Experience 
not required. Hands on training provided. It’s a great way to help make a 
difference. Apply at Volunteercoordinator@medinaraptorcenter.org .

  Embrace  BB SC BR         Parkland Rave BB IC L      Bloomquist Jean B ID OR

    Nick Sr.  AA ID R                Clearview Edie A SC W         Sir Richard MB DP

SOME OF THE FABULOUS FIFTY*

April Dawn B ID LB           Inflammation MS OR           Hollyhill Cotton Candy B IC DP

*Read more about the Fabulous Fifty list at: https://www.dahlia.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/2021-Fab-50.pdf

Brookside J Cooley M ID Y      AC Ben AA SC LB         Badger Twinkle M SC DB



OFFICERS, CHAIRS & FACILITATORS

330-483-3360     
Recording

To volunteer for the Recording Secretary post for the 2022 
calendar year, please contact Jerry Moreno.         

Visit the DSO website: www.dahliasocietyofohio.org.

Follow the DSO Facebook page:  https://
www.facebook.com/dahliasocietyofohio/

DSO/ADS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION              
(Memberships are calendar year.)                                  

Please fill out completely (even for renewals) 

For Year:  20 ____     Today’s Date:___________________

Name(s):   _______________________________________
Address:   _______________________________________
                    _______________________________________

Phone(s): (land line)  _____________(cell)  ____________
Email(s): ________________________________________

Check one of the following membership offerings:  
                                       

                For ADS “Snowbird” service add $6;
 enter winter address here: 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________

[  ] Check here if you want your Digest digital format only.

Please make checks payable to DSO and mail to: 
                            Nancy Riopelle 
                            701 W. River Rd.
                            Valley City, OH 44280


