
Welcome Back to a Dahlia Show! 

ADS National, Midwest Conference, and Dahlia Society of Ohio Show 

September 9-12, 2021 

We are delighted that it appears that “the light at the end of the Covid-19 tunnel” will be 
shining brightly by September 9, 2021!  The pandemic has affected all of us.  We hope that 
missing some dahlia shows was the worst of the consequences of the pandemic for you.  
Cancelling the 2020 Show was a tough decision but it was also clearly the right decision.  We 
are now preparing for the 2021 Show anticipating that we will be able to have it!  Please do 
your best to get the Covid-19 vaccinations if you plan to come to the show. 

The Dahlia Society of Ohio has arranged with The Ohio State University’s Ohio Agricultural 
Research and Development Center in Wooster Ohio to hold the annual dahlia show and 
meetings in their Shisler Conference Center and their Fisher Auditorium.  The DSO’s 2003 
National Show included a memorable tour of the OARDC.  The Center features a beautiful 
arboretum that will be available for touring throughout the weekend.   

Wooster is in the heart of Ohio’s Amish country and there will be an optional tour on Friday, 
taking advantage of the show’s location.  The tour will stop at local attractions, including 
Lehman’s Hardware and the P. Graham Dunn Woodworking Shop.  The highlight promises to be 
a traditional Amish meal in an Amish home for lunch.  The capacity of the home and the bus 
limits the tour to a maximum of 35 participants and participation will be limited to those who 
have completed their Covid-19 vaccination process – so get your shots and sign up early if you 
want to take the tour. 

Another highlight for the weekend will be the seminars covering the ADS research activities 
both on the virus work by Professor Hanu Pappu at Washington State University and the 
genome project by Professors Alex Harkess at Auburn and Virginia Walbot at Stanford. 

Please consider making a personal donation and encourage your club to make a donation to the 
DSO to help with show expenses. We have worked hard to keep the registration fee low and 
are operating on a very thin margin.  Your financial support will be appreciated   You can also 
sponsor a Court of Honor award(s) or a Special Award.  Instructions for donations and 
sponsorships are available on the DSO website.  

If you want to offer a Special Award that highlights one of your introductions, for example, 
please let us know as soon as possible but before July 15. It is important for us to be able to get 
those classes up on our DSO website early so that growers can plan their entries.  Follow the 
instructions on the website.  Please note: All information, instructions, documents, and forms 
pertaining to the show are available on this page:  https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-
national-show-index/.  



The headquarters hotel, Comfort Suites, is close to the Shisler Center and there is plenty of free 
parking at each site.  The address of the hotel is 965 Dover Road, Wooster, 44691.  Call the 
hotel directly at 330-439-0190 and ask for the “National Dahlia Show” rate to get our confirmed 
rate of $99 for a double queen or king room.  The rate includes free breakfast, and that rate is 
available until August 9. 

The status of the pandemic at this writing continues to project acceptable conditions for our 
show in September.  We will continue to monitor progress and will only cancel the show if 
unforeseen events make it clear that it must be cancelled.  We will, of course, need to comply 
with the requirements of The Ohio State University facility and the State of Ohio.  It is possible 
that we will need to cut off the registration if the social distancing requirements are not 
substantially reduced.  The current banquet limitation is 160 people.  Remember, too, to bring 
your facemasks.  Please register early to ensure your ability to attend!  The DSO website will 
announce the closure of registrations if we need to do that. 

Registrants will be required to sign a waiver absolving the clubs and the organizers for 
responsibility for any health issues that evolve from the show. 

The DSO website is an easy way to stay in touch with all the information about the Show.  We 
will keep it updated as Special Awards are added to the Show Schedule and additional details 
become available.  You can copy and fill out the registration form included in this Bulletin or 
you can find the registration form or a “fill-able” registration form on the DSO website.  You can 
also register online and pay (via PayPal).  Again, please see 
https://dahliasocietyofohio.org/2021-national-show-index/ for all the show information, 
instructions, documents, and forms. 

We look forward to seeing you in Wooster! 
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