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Mini-Worship Service  

by Rev. Mike Rattee 
 
Pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Read Psalm 18:19-29 

19 Open for me the gates where the righteous enter, and I will go in and 

thank the Lord. 

20 These gates lead to the presence of the Lord, and the godly enter there. 

21 I thank you for answering my prayer and giving me victory! 

22 The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful to see. 

24 This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Please, Lord, please save us. Please, Lord, please give us success. 

26 Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from 

the house of the Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, shining upon us. Take the sacrifice and bind it with 

cords on the altar. 

28 You are my God, and I will praise you! You are my God, and I will exalt 

you! 

29 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 

 

 



Hymn: The Solid Rock  

watch by clicking the url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhVwVHC6_n0 

or read the lyrics below: 

 

1 My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 

Chorus: On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. 

 

3 His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 

 

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found; 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. 

 

Read Matthew 21:33-46 

33 “Now listen to another story. A certain landowner planted a vineyard, 

built a wall around it, dug a pit for pressing out the grape juice, and built a 

lookout tower. Then he leased the vineyard to tenant farmers and moved to 

another country.  

34 At the time of the grape harvest, he sent his servants to collect his share 

of the crop.  

35 But the farmers grabbed his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned 

another.  

36 So the landowner sent a larger group of his servants to collect for him, 

but the results were the same. 

37 “Finally, the owner sent his son, thinking, ‘Surely they will respect my 

son.’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhVwVHC6_n0


38 “But when the tenant farmers saw his son coming, they said to one 

another, ‘Here comes the heir to this estate. Come on, let’s kill him and get 

the estate for ourselves!’  

39 So they grabbed him, dragged him out of the vineyard, and murdered 

him. 

40 “When the owner of the vineyard returns,” Jesus asked, “what do you 

think he will do to those farmers?” 

41 The religious leaders replied, “He will put the wicked men to a horrible 

death and lease the vineyard to others who will give him his share of the 

crop after each harvest.” 

42 Then Jesus asked them, “Didn’t you ever read this in the Scriptures? 

‘The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. This 

is the Lord’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.’ 

43 I tell you, the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

nation that will produce the proper fruit.  

44 Anyone who stumbles over that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will 

crush anyone it falls on.” 

45 When the leading priests and Pharisees heard this parable, they realized 

he was telling the story against them—they were the wicked tenants.  

46 They wanted to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowds, who 

considered Jesus to be a prophet. 

 

Hymn: He Will Hold Me Fast (by Kristyn and Keith Getty)  

watch by clicking the url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=936BapRFHaQ 

or read the lyrics below: 

 

1 When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 

 

Chorus: He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 

For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=936BapRFHaQ


2 Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 

 

3 For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 

'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 

 

Message: Shooting the Messenger  

This is a tough time for landlords and tenants. Tenants can’t pay their rent, 

which means landlords can’t pay their bills like the mortgage, taxes and 

utilities. I was shocked to read about one tenant who refused to pay his rent.   

 

After being a month overdue, his elderly landlord sent him a notice saying, 

‘Please pay immediately’, which he promptly ignored. Nothing came in for 

another month, so he had his secretary call the tenant to arrange payment. 

The guy cursed her out, refused to pay, and threatened to kill her if she 

bugs him again.  

 

So, the landlord sends his property manager to collect the past due cheques 

and get postdated cheques for the rest of the year. The tenant again refuses 

to pay, not only his past rent, but for the future also. In fact, he punches the 

manager so hard that he knocks him out cold.  

 

Well, the senior landlord is not going to let him get away with that, so he 

calls the police who go to arrest the man, but he refuses to let them in. He 

says, ‘This is my property and you have no right coming onto my property’. 

When they finally bust down the door, the tenant shoots them with his rifle, 

wounding one and killing the other. I couldn’t believe it!  

 

 



I also couldn’t believe that the landlord then sent his adult son, his only son, 

who is the CEO of the family business, to try and collect the rent from this 

psycho tenant. Dad thought, ‘Surely, he’ll respect my own flesh and blood, 

my only son’. Not so. The tenant freaks out on the son, punching him and 

kicking him repeatedly until he’s dead. Shooting the messenger. 

 

Have you heard this story before? Jesus tells it in Matthew 21, and in telling 

it Jesus summarizes the entire Old Testament and Israel’s entire history into 

a short, shocking story. An elderly man owns a farm and rents it out to a 

farmer who wants to farm but owns no land.  

 

This still happens a lot today all over the world, including our region. People 

I know own hundreds of acres, but they don’t actively farm their land. They 

rent it to a guy who wants to farm but has no land of his own, and each year 

he pays them rent. They’re the landlord and he’s the tenant.  

 

God is the landlord who created all and owns all, and Israel is his tenant. 

God led Israel into his promised land. He said, ‘Here is a place where you 

can live and work and make money off my land. Take care of my land and 

enjoy it but remember that I own it and to me you are accountable.’  

 

But Israel forgot that important truth. They stopped worshiping God, and 

instead, turned to idols. They stopped seeing the promised land as God’s 

gift to them and started seeing it as their own, something they deserved to 

have. Instead of thanking God for his gift, they became proud and 

possessive. ‘This land is our land. We fought for it and won it, so we own it.’  

 

They stopped giving God tithes and offerings. God commanded them to 

give 10% of their income to the temple to pay for the temple and the priests 

and their government leaders. it was like rent, but it also was a way to thank 

God for all he’d given to them. Instead, the Jews built themselves bigger  

homes while the temple suffered.  

 



They feasted on expensive meats and drank expensive wines, while the 

poor starved to death. They pampered themselves but gave nothing to God, 

which is why the prophet Malachi says in chapter 3, ‘Stop robbing God. 

You better start tithing if you want God’s blessing to continue’. it’s like 

a landlord saying, ‘You better pay your rent, if you want to keep living in this 

nice place that I own’.  

 

But Israel ignored God’s notices. and when he sent prophets to confront 

them, they abused the prophets. The beat them and even killed them. Listen 

to how Hebrews 11 summarises what God’s messengers endured: 

 

35…they were tortured, 36 jeered at, their backs were cut open with 

whips, others were chained in prisons. 37 Some died by stoning, some 

were sawed in half, and others were killed with the sword. Some went 

about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute, oppressed and 

mistreated. 38 They had to hide in caves and holes in the ground. 

 

Shooting the messengers. There are only two times recorded in the Bible 

where Jesus cried. The first was when Lazarus died (John 11) and the 

second is in Matthew 23 where Jesus cries over Jerusalem because they 

continually ‘kill the prophets and stone God’s messengers’. Jesus cries 

because their hearts are so hard to God, their landlord and his messengers.  

 

Today we still use the phrase, ‘Don’t shoot the messenger’. When the 

weather forecaster has bad weather in the forecast she says, ‘I don’t make 

the weather, I just report it. Don’t shoot the messenger’. A manager had to 

tell a hundred employees that their plant was shutting down and they’d be 

out of work in three months. and the employees started swearing at him. He 

said, ‘I don’t own the company. Don’t shoot the messenger’.  

 

For two thousand years the Jewish leaders shot God’s messengers 

because they spoke hard truth and bad news. They told them to repent and 

none of us likes to hear that message. John the Baptist told King Herod that 

he was wrong for committing adultery with his brother’s wife.  



And what did Herod do? Repent? No! He ordered John the Baptist to shut 

up, be locked up and then killed. He cut off John’s head so he could never 

preach again. He shot the messenger. 

 

Our society is not much different today. Those who speak God’s word and 

call sin ‘sin’ are either ignored, or mocked, or rejected, or in some cases, 

fined and arrested. To speak for God and tell people they are wrong and 

need to repent is becoming increasingly dangerous for God’s people. It 

certainly isn’t the way to become popular.   

 

It’s not just God’s voice that people reject today; it’s almost anybody in 

authority. There is a rebellious streak in many now who disrespect the 

police and the politicians. They won’t wear a mask or get vaccinated 

because, ‘You can’t tell us what to do.’ Hypocritically, they call themselves 

‘ANTIFA’ (anti fascist) but they are just as fascist as those they decry. 

Anarchy is on the rise by ‘tenants’ who refuse to pay their ‘landlord’ and 

when challenged to do what is right, they turn violent.   

 

By nature we are deceitful and wicked, stubborn and anti-authority. We 

don’t like to be told we’re wrong, but we need it. I was driving on the 

highway and the car in front of me and to the right of me started to merge 

left into my lane. I was in his bind spot, so I guess he couldn’t see me. His 

back wheels came within a foot of my front wheel and would have come all 

the way except I honked the horn and hit my brakes.  

 

Twenty seconds later as I passed him, he gave me the middle finger. That’s 

how some respond to God. He calls us to repent of sin and receive his 

gracious offer of eternal and in return God gets a raised middle finger – 

‘Who are you to tell me that I’m wrong and I need you? I’m the captain of my 

fate and the master of my soul’.  

 

This is why God sent his son, Jesus, to earth as his final Word, the Prophet 

to end all prophets. Surely, they will listen to my  

only son and repent. Did they? 



Many did. The common people loved Jesus. The Bible says they heard him 

gladly. They gave up hours each day to follow him and listen to him speak. 

They went days without food just to be near him, which is why Jesus had to 

multiply bread and fish in the wilderness twice, so people wouldn’t starve.  

 

They swarmed hm for favours - ‘Touch me, help me, heal me’ Jesus was so 

popular that the Jewish leaders complained that the whole world was going 

after him. He had tens of thousands of fans, many who believed in him.  

 

But Jesus had enemies too. Jewish religious leaders who were out to kill 

him. And the more Jesus tried to reason with them and win them over, the 

more they hated him. It was the religious leaders of Israel who put Jesus on 

the cross and he tells this story to hold a mirror up to them so they can see 

themselves in it, so they will repent and ask God for mercy. But instead of 

receiving the message, they shoot the messenger.  

 

Jesus asks them, ‘What will happen to the wicked tenant who ignores 

the landlord, beats up his messengers and kills his only son? The 

religious leaders say, ‘He should be killed and the land he rents be given 

to others to take care of.” 

 

And Jesus says, ‘Bingo’. Or more likely, ‘Amen’. They spoke the truth. God 

will punish those who reject his son. They will no longer get to live in God’s 

promised land. I give these guys part credit. They know God is a just judge. 

Many have forgotten this today. They think they can live like they want and 

God will just wink at it. No, he eventually rejects those who reject him.  

 

But here’s the amazing thing. Jesus says that God takes their rejection and 

turns it into a blessing for all. God turns the wrongful murder of his son and 

makes it the greatest gift of all. Jesus quotes Psalm 118, ‘‘The stone that 

the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. This is the 

LORD’s doing, and it is amazingly wonderful to see.’ 

 



They rejected Jesus as if he’s a good-for-nothing stone. The picture is of 

building a temple and selecting stones for the foundation. You choose 

strong, square stones for the foundation, but reject stones that are too 

small, the wrong shape, or not strong enough. They’re worthless. Jesus 

says, ‘I’m the stone you rejected as worthless.’  

 

But God vindicated him. He raises Jesus from the dead on Sunday and then 

receives him back into heaven 50 days later with the ascension. Philippians 

2 says God exalted Jesus to the highest place in the universe and gave him 

the name above all names, so that before Jesus every knee shall bow and 

every tongue confess that he is Lord. Every tongue includes those in 

heaven, those on earth, and even those under the earth. All will 

acknowledge that Jesus is Lord over all.  

 

He is now the capstone and chief stone and cornerstone of God’s kingdom. 

Without Jesus, everything falls apart. Because of him we can be saved. This 

is amazingly wonderful what God has done.   

 

Steven Montes, was doing an archaeological dig near Tucson AZ, when one 

rock caught his eye because it had the imprint of a baby bird on it. He asked 

a friend at the University of Arizona about it, who told him that 

paleontologists who collect such things might want to buy it. Stephen 

advertised it on the internet and took the first offer he got - $4000. Not bad 

for a day of digging rocks.  

 

Here’s the kicker, though. It turns out that the rock came from as far away 

as Canada or China, deposited when the ice melted, or as the Bible says, 

when the flood receded. It was the only one of its kind and so when the 

paleontologist who bought it for $4000 put it up for auction, he sold it for 

$1.2 million. Once Steven Montes heard that and how valuable the rock was 

he naturally said, ‘I wish I had kept that rock’ 

 

 



One day each of us will stand before the almighty Judge, Will it be a day of 

regret or reward? That depends on how we respond to Jesus, whether we 

build our lives upon him or ignore him. He is the Rock on which we stand by 

faith unto eternal life, But he also is the Rock who falls on those who reject 

him.   

 

Praise God that today is still the day of salvation when all who call on his 

name will be saved. 

 

Pray: 

Heavenly Father, I praise and worship you because you are the Lord of 
Hosts. 
 

Thank you for giving me spiritual armour so I can stand against evil.  
 

I will trust in you with all my heart and use the shield of faith to extinguishes 
the devil’s fiery arrows. 
 

Because you have saved me, I will never doubt that I am yours. Your helmet 
of salvation protects my mind. 
 

You’ve covered me with Jesus’ righteousness, so I will keep my heart and 
body pure for you.  
 

You’ve put a belt of truth around me so I can avoid deceit and speak what is 
true.  
 

My feet stand on your good news that can bring peace wherever I go. Help 
me this week Lord, to be your peaceful ambassador.  
 

As I read your Word, sanctify me and help me to use the Sword of the Spirit 
throughout my day. Your Word is the truth  
that sends Satan away.  
 

Because of the Holy Spirit I can pray even with groans that you understand, 
Father. I intercede for your Church and ask  
that the Spirit will empower every leader.  
 



Thank you for surrounding me with your protecting angels so I have nothing 
to fear. 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

What is happening at Farringdon during this time? 
 

Kids Club: Cool People Week #2; Leah  
Youth Bible Study: Revelation 18 & 19 “Fall of Babylon” 
 

Farringdon Church Advisory is planning on having our first church service at Farringdon on 

September 6th (Labour Day weekend) as long as the situation with Covid-19 remains at bay. 

If the Covid-19 situation spikes we will make adjustments as necessary. In a few weeks, 

Senior Elder Cyndy Kirk will send out a notice containing more information and the protocol 

for safety we will be using for that date and ongoing for the foreseeable future. 

Rev. Mike will be away from August 18 to Sept. 8.  

Rev. Wes Coburn will be preaching in Mike’s absence both for our video services and for 

our opening Sunday on Sept. 6 and will also be available for pastoral care. 

Wes’s contact info is:  swcoburn50@hotmail.com  or 519-759-3345 

Mike will be available in emergencies with his cell number 1-226-339-4340 


