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Worship Service  

by Rev. Wes Coburn 
 
Pray 

Heavenly Father, thank you for another opportunity to worship,  

In this time, Lord, give Your people Your peace that we may shine brightly in 
a dark world.                                                                                                                                       
Grant us the courage to live faithfully even in the midst of hard times.                                        
Let our faith in You be what motivates us into service for others                                          
rather than allowing the fear of the world drive our actions.                                                                                                                        
Help us to embrace the heavenly call to follow our Lord and live out His love                 
in a world that needs to know You.  

May your healing grace flow to those who are suffering physically and 
emotionally. 

We lift up in prayer, Gracious God, not only those struggling with this virus 
but those who have lost loved ones due to explosions and airplane crash.                                                   
Make all things new. We pray that Your will would be done. Amen. 

 

Read: Joshua 1:1-9 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to 
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide:  

2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready 
to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites.  

3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses.  

4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great 
river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in 
the west.  

5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  

6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit 
the land, I swore to their ancestors to give them. 



7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 
be successful wherever you go.  

8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will 
be prosperous and successful.  

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” 

 

Hymn: Let Your Heart Be broken 

To view the hymn lyrics and hear the music online please click on the 
following URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiSP13bNrpg 

1    Let your heart be broken for a world in need: 

Feed the mouths that hunger, soothe the wounds that bleed, 

Give the cup of water and the loaf of bread 

Be the hands of Jesus, serving in His stead. 

2    Here on earth applying principles of love, 

Visible expression – God still rules above 

Living illustration of the Living Word 

To the minds of all who’ve Never seen or heard. 

3    Blest to be a blessing privileged to care, 

Challenged by the need apparent everywhere. 

Where mankind is wanting, fill the vacant place. 

Be the means through which the Lord reveals His grace. 

4    Add to your believing deeds that prove it true, 

Knowing Christ as Savior, make Him Master, too. 

Follow in His footsteps, go where He has trod; 

In the world’s great trouble risk yourself for God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiSP13bNrpg


5 Let your heart be tender and your vision clear; 

See mankind as God sees, serve Him far and near. 

Let your heart be broken by a brother’s pain; 

Share your rich resources, give and give again. 

 

Read: Mark 10:35-45 

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” 
they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in 
your glory.” 

38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the 
cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I 
drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 

40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 
those for whom they have been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. 

42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them. 

43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant,  

44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 

45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

 

 



Message:  Defining Greatness! 

Whenever I have occasion to be in a cemetery, I find it quite interesting to 
read the information inscribed on tombstones.  I have been in cemeteries 
that are quite old and observed by the date of birth and death, that several 
young children had died at a particular time in history.   

That information suggested, most probably, a highly contagious disease had 
swept through the area before the needed vaccines or other medicines had 
been invented.   

Some of the epitaphs speak to the heart brokenness of the loved ones 
remaining.  Other epitaphs describe the character of the deceased: a loving 
mother or father, a man/woman of faith.   

Here is an epitaph that causes one to immediately wonder what this person 
had done to deserve such an inscription, “He was a great person!” 

How would you define a great person?    Over the past few years we have 
heard a lot about “being great”.  Who hasn’t heard the slogan “make 
America great, again”?  In this quest for “greatness”, we hear and observe, 
in our culture, a lot of talking about winners and losers -  losing is 
unacceptable and winning is everything, winning at all costs – if you want to 
be great!   

However, Christ came into our world to model and teach a standard of 
greatness that characterizes our service to fellow man.  A service defined by 
being a servant, service defined by generosity toward others, and a service 
of giving rather than getting.  

This being so, our definition of a “great person” is going to be determined by 
whether we are culturally conditioned or Christ-centred!  As followers of 
Christ, we are to judge our ideas of greatness in light of the Master and then 
allow Him to show us how to become a great person.  Greatness, Jesus 
style, is available to all of us. 

Our scripture passage informs us that Jesus’ disciples had a hard time with 
greatness.   

They couldn’t understand the Messiah and his Kingdom as anything other 
than a powerful theocracy with Israel victorious over all the nations and with 
Jesus as King of an earthly domain.   



The question which troubled the disciples was what position would they get, 
how much power, influence, and recognition would they get? 

Vs. 37 …grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left…  Jesus 
was thinking of a cross, they were thinking of crowns.  We see his 
willingness to be sacrificed contrasted to their selfishness.  He only wanted 
to give, they to get.  His motive was service; theirs was self-satisfaction.  In 
writing down this conversation, Mark has given us a clear picture of how to 
become a great person. 

We Can be Great Because We Have Been Given Everything 

Vs.45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give 
his life a ransom for many.   

Jesus’ words inform us that He was not some hapless victim of a jealous 
and angry mob but God’s sacrifice for the sins of the world.  God was at 
work in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  Having placed our faith in the 
Living Christ we belong to God, which means God is at work in our 
circumstances and challenges.   

Christ’s death and resurrection is our sign that God is in charge and will 
have the final word in our difficulties. If God would send His only Son to die 
for us – the Apostle Paul asks: Will He not give us all things with Him?   

Dear friend, to know this reality, to live in this reality of “God at work in our 
lives” is to experience a joyous affirmation of life.  To accept, by faith, what 
God has done in Christ on our behalf means we have been made great by 
his grace, we don’t have to struggle for greatness! 

 

II. A Great Person Is Willing to be Last Because Jesus is First 

43 … whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 
and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all.   

Jesus’ words stop the whole human parade in its tracks.  If we have to be 
leading the parade, then Jesus can’t use us.  Jesus is showing us and 
telling us that “greatness” is the willingness to be least.  If in Jesus’ strategy 
we are to lead others, then he will place us where He wants to use us. 

Illustration: The famous conductor/composer, Leonard Bernstein was once 
asked, “What is the most difficult instrument to play?”  Without hesitation he 
replied, “Second fiddle.”  He explained, “I can get plenty of first violinists, but 



to find one who plays second violin with as much enthusiasm or second 
French horn, or second flute, now that’s a problem. And, yet, if no one plays 
second, we have no harmony.”  Jesus, in calling us to servanthood, is 
calling us to be second fiddle, taking a back seat if needed, going to the end 
of the line, relinquishing the credit, doing things in secret – therein is 
greatness.  We are to follow Him.   

We don’t have to struggle to define our greatness because by His death for 
“you”, His resurrection to promise “you” eternal life means He has already 
defined our greatness – we mean EVERYTHING to Almighty God!  We can 
relax and serve others. 

  Vs. 43…whoever wishes to become great among you must become your 
servant – what happens to people through us is Jesus’ evaluation of 
greatness. 

 III   A Great Person Is Recognized When They Are Unnoticed 

Whaaat?  I can hear people respond – “That doesn’t make any sense!”  
Repeatedly, Jesus uses the metaphor of “salt” and “light” to define our 
discipleship in this world.  In Mark 9:50 - 50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its 
saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves and be 
at peace with each other.”   

Salt seasons and preserves.  You don’t have to see it for salt to do its work.  
Salt is never obvious for itself.  According to Jesus’ evaluation, a great 
person is recognized when he or she is unnoticed.  

Greatness will be expressed in the way it brings enthusiasm and excitement 
to others.  Greatness contributes to peace in our relationships.  Greatness 
enriches relationships, makes people feel valued in a world that loves to 
discount others in order to be on top. 

As followers of the Risen Lord we are enabled by His grace to live great 
lives.   

Say it: I am a great person!   

He has written it on your life!  Believe it, go and do great things for Him in 
this world!    

 

 



Hymn: O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

To view the hymn lyrics and hear the music online please click on the 
following URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3tHDkRRvKo 

1. O Master, let me walk with Thee, 

In lowly paths of service free; 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 

The strain of toil, the fret of care. 

2. Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love; 

Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 

And guide them in the homeward way. 

3. Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee 

In closer, dearer, company, 

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 

In trust that triumphs over wrong. 

4. In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broad’ning way, 

In peace that only Thou canst give, 

With Thee, O Master, let me live. 

 

Pray 

Loving God, you call us to love and serve in Jesus Name.                                                   
Help us respond.                                                                                                                       
May we extend our hearts with love                                                                                            
and our hands and feet to serve.                                                                                               
May the Lord Jesus not only be our example,                                                                           
but we want His love to inspire our service.                                                                              
In His Name and for His glory we pray.  Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3tHDkRRvKo


What is happening at Farringdon during this time? 
 

The Farringdon Church Board has made a donation to Lebanon Crisis Appeal - 

Humanitarian Coalition, Emergency Response: Beirut Explosion. 
 

Kids Club: Cool people in the Bible – Week 4 “Operation No More 
Tears’. 
Youth Bible Study: Revelation 14 – Revelation 13 – “The Beast in the 
Sea”  
 

Vacations  

 

Rev. Mike will be away on vacation until Sept. 8.  

Rev. Wes Coburn will be preaching in Mike’s absence both for our video services and for 

our opening Sunday on Sept. 6 and will also be available for pastoral care. 

Wes’s contact info is:  swcoburn50@hotmail.com  or 519-759-3345 

Mike will be available in emergencies with his cell number 1-226-339-4340 
 

Youth and Family Coordinator, Katelyn Hines will be away on vacation from  

Sept. 7-13 
 

Administrative Coordinator (Secretary), Margot Brown will be away on vacation from  

Sept. 1-4 so the Church office will be closed during this time. 
 

Sexton, Annett Holyomes will be on vacation from Sept. 1-8 

 


