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Mini-Worship Service  

by Rev. Mike Rattee 
 
Pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Read 1 Samuel 17:32-52: 

32 “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!” 

33 “Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. “There’s no way you can fight this 
Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war 
since his youth.” 

34 But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and 
goats,” he said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock,  

35 I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth. If the animal 
turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death.  

36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan 
Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God!  

37 The Lord who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will 
rescue me from this Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” 
he said. “And may the Lord be with you!” 

38 Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet and a coat of 
mail.  

 

 



39 David put it on, strapped the sword over it, and took a step or two to see 
what it was like, for he had never worn such things before. “I can’t go in 
these,” he protested to Saul. “I’m not used to them.” So David took them off 
again.  

40 He picked up five smooth stones from a stream and put them into his 
shepherd’s bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he 
started across the valley to fight the Philistine. 

41 Goliath walked out toward David with his shield bearer ahead of him,  

42 sneering in contempt at this ruddy-faced boy.  

43 “Am I a dog,” he roared at David, “that you come at me with a stick?” And 
he cursed David by the names of his gods. 

44 “Come over here, and I’ll give your flesh to the birds and wild animals!” 
Goliath yelled. 

45 David replied to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword, spear, and 
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies—the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  

46 Today the Lord will conquer you, and I will kill you and cut off your head. 
And then I will give the dead bodies of your men to the birds and wild 
animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel!  

47 And everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his 
people, but not with sword and spear. This is the Lord’s battle, and he will 
give you to us!” 

48 As Goliath moved closer to attack, David quickly ran out to meet him.  

49 Reaching into his shepherd’s bag and taking out a stone, he hurled it 
with his sling and hit the Philistine in the forehead. The stone sank in, and 
Goliath stumbled and fell face down on the ground. 

50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with only a sling and a stone, for 
he had no sword.  

51 Then David ran over and pulled Goliath’s sword from its sheath. David 
used it to kill him and cut off his head. When the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead, they turned and ran.  

52 Then the men of Israel and Judah gave a great shout of triumph and 
rushed after the Philistines. 



Hymn: I Stand Amazed  

watch by clicking the url:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlMHXGVfU_4 

or read the lyrics below: 

Chorus twice: How marvelous, how wonderful, 

       Is my Savior’s love for me! 
 
1 I stand amazed in the presence of Jesus the Nazarene, 
and wonder how He could love me, a sinner condemned, unclean. 
            
2 He took my sins and my sorrows, He made them His very own; 
He bore the burden to Calv’ry, and suffered, and died alone. 
3 When with the ransomed in glory His face I at last shall see, 
’twill be my joy through the ages to sing of His love for me. 
 

Read Revelation 5:14-20: 

1 Then I saw a scroll in the right hand of the one who was sitting on the 
throne. There was writing on the inside and the outside of the scroll, and it 
was sealed with seven seals. 

2 And I saw a strong angel, who shouted with a loud voice: “Who is worthy 
to break the seals on this scroll and open it?” 

3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the 
scroll and read it. 

4 Then I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open 
the scroll and read it. 

5 But one of the twenty-four elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s throne, has won the victory. He 
is worthy to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

6 Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, but it was 
now standing between the throne and the four living beings and among the 
twenty-four elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which represent 
the sevenfold Spirit of God that is sent out into every part of the earth. 

7 He stepped forward and took the scroll from the right hand of the one 
sitting on the throne. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlMHXGVfU_4


8 And when he took the scroll, the four living beings and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they held gold 
bowls filled with incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 

9 And they sang a new song with these words: “You are worthy to take the 
scroll and break its seals and open it. For you were slaughtered, and your 
blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. 

10 And you have caused them to become a kingdom of priests for our God 
to reign with the Son.” 

11 Then I looked again, and I heard the voices of thousands and millions of 
angels around the throne and of the living beings and the elders. 12 And 
they sang in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered—to 
receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 
blessing.” 

13 And then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea. They sang: “Blessing and honor and glory and power 
belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.” 

14 And the four living beings said, “Amen!” And the twenty-four elders fell 
down and worshiped the Lamb. 

 

Song: Is He Worthy? (by Andrew Peterson, Ben Chive)  

watch by clicking the url:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FEuAr8f6bo 

or read the lyrics below: 
 
Verse 1: Do you feel the world is broken? (We do) Do you feel the shadows 
deepen? (We do) 
But do you know that all the dark won't stop the light from getting through? 
(We do) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? (We do) 
 
Verse 2: Is all creation groaning? (It is) Is a new creation coming? (It is) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? (It is) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? (It is) 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FEuAr8f6bo


Chorus 1: Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory? 
Is He worthy of this? (He is) 
 
Verse 3: Does the Father truly love us? (He does) Does the Spirit move 
among us? (He does) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those He loves? (He does) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He does) 
 
Chorus 2: Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave 
He is David's root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave 
From every people and tribe, every nation and tongue 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God to reign with the Son 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory? 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? Is He worthy of this? (He is) 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? (He is). He is! 
 
Message: Praise the Son of David  

 

We've all known the story of David and Goliath since we were kids. People, 

who don't go to church, know about David and Goliath. And the moral of the 

story, we've always heard, is that in the face of danger, we should be brave 

like David. We too should face our giants with confidence, not fear. It’s why 

there’s a movie called, 'Facing the Giants' and a song called, ‘Watch Your 

Giants Fall’. 

 

They teach, based on 1 Samuel 17, that when we are brave to face our 

giants and fight our giants, God will give us the victory. It's an inspiring 

message, which we all need at times, but this approach has two problems 

or pitfalls.  



First, I've never had to face a nine-foot tall giant, threatening to take my land 

and defeat our government. Have you? There are no giants in our world 

anymore, thankfully. It's an ancient problem. 

 

So then, we have to make our giants figurative. We say, 'You can fight the 

giant of racism if you're brave, or the giant of poverty. You can defeat any 

problem when you act in faith instead of fear'. One youth leader, trying to 

make the passage applicable to kids, said that having too much homework 

could be their giant that week. Again, it's good to motivate kids to do their 

homework, but who is to say with certainty what our giants are today? What 

if I say that cancer or dementia are our giants that can be beaten by faith 

and bravery? Is that accurate? The figurative approach has no limits. 

 

A second, concern with the, 'Be brave like David and defeat your big 

problems approach' is that the Bible never commands us to be like David. It 

commands us to be like Jesus and to be perfect as our Father is perfect, but 

never to be like David or to be like any other flawed sinner in the Bible. We 

know that David was a 'Grade-A super sinner'. He committed adultery, 

murder, and tried to cover it all up. He had many wives and his family was a 

mess. So, in what ways should we be like him? There are just as many 

stories where we would say, 'Don't be like David'. Again, where are the 

limits? Who decides when we're supposed to copy David and when we 

musn't? 

 

Making figurative giants and imitating a sinner, are two pitfalls I think we can 

avoid. There is one overarching reason why God gave us the Bible - one 

main theme that unites these 66 books divided into Old and New 

Testaments – and that is, the good news of Jesus Christ, the Gospel. In 

Luke 24:27 Jesus shows how all the Old Testament centers on him.  

 

So, He is the reason 1 Samuel 17 was written - so we could know the 

awesomely great news that God loves us so much that he came to earth 

personally to rescue us from our sin and give us eternal life with him.  



He defeated the greatest giant in our lives – the giant of sin. The hero of the 

story is not us because of our bravery. I don't know about you, but I'm not 

known for my bravery. When there's a spider in my house I yell. 'Lisa, John, 

help! It’s a spider.' No, I'm not the hero, but I know who is. He is the Son of 

David, worthy of all our praise. 

Let’s review the story to note a few details.  Goliath, the 9-foot tall Philistine 

giant, challenges the Israelites to a fight. It’s mano-a-mano: the strongest 

Jewish soldier against Goliath, and whichever one wins means their army 

has won the war. The losers will become the slaves of the winners. But, 

Israel, has no soldier big or brave enough, They’re are all hiding in fear, 

including their king Saul.  

 

Until teenager David comes to the battle front with food for his older 

brothers. He hears the giant taunt the Israelites over and over (for 40 days 

straight), and asks why no one is responding to the taunt. Why are they all 

so afraid? David volunteers to fight Goliath, which his brothers scoff at, 

‘You’re just a kid’.  

 

Undaunted, David tells king Saul, ‘I’ll fight Goliath’, and king Saul laughs, 

‘You’re just a kid’. But David is serious and Saul eventually says, ‘Okay, but 

you’ll need my armour for protection’. David tries on Saul’s armour, but can 

barely walk in it because it is so big and heavy.  

 

Instead, David picks smooth stones and, with his sling, goes against 

Goliath. Goliath is insulted, ‘You send a boy with a stick and a stone against 

me? You think I’m just a puppy dog?’ The contrast between them is 

emphasized: Goliath a giant, David a small teen. Goliath a seasoned 

warrior, David’s a pure rookie. Goliath’s armour weighs 180 pounds, David 

has none. Goliath’s spear is long, thick and heavy metal – just the tip 

weighs 15 pounds, David’s small sling fits in his pocket. Finally, Goliath has 

an assistant who walks in front of him with shields, David has no assistant to 

defend him (well, except One). It is such a miss-match it is laughable from 

the Philistine side. 

 



The giant vows to kill David and David, in return, vows to kill Goliath, but not 

in his own strength. He says, ‘God will grant me success’. The main theme 

of the story, which David repeats, is that the battle belongs to the Lord. 

That’s important! 

 

David throws one stone, which hits Goliath in the head. It’s enough to knock 

him off balance so that he falls down, smashes his head on the rock and 

dies. David cuts off Goliath’s head and the Philistines run for their lives, but 

not before the Israelites catch them to kill them. The deal was that 

whichever side won, the other army would become their slaves, but the 

Philistines tried to get out of it. So after this, Israel enjoys rest from their 

enemy. 

 

Rather than identify with David and try to be brave like him (again, not that 

there’s anything wrong with being brave), I believe God wants us to identify 

with the Jewish soldiers who are afraid of their enemy and powerless to 

defeat him. We wish we were brave enough and bold enough and big 

enough to defeat the one who opposes God and us, but we’re not. Romans 

5:6 says that we were powerless against sin and Ephesians 2:1 calls us 

dead in sin. Paralyzed, powerless, and as good as dead against the enemy 

of our souls, Satan: that’s us.  

 

But then comes one unlikely hero sent by his father into the battle, just as 

David’s father sent him to the battle. He’s not tall and handsome, like King 

Saul. Isaiah 53 says he had no outward physical beauty or charm that would 

draw people to him. He’s not a seasoned soldier, like Goliath. He doesn’t 

come with spear and shield to fight like everyone else. He came with the 

strangest weapon of all – yet, it proved to be the most powerful weapon of 

all – the weapon of love.  

 

And didn’t his brothers taunt him, calling him crazy? Didn’t people mock him 

and reject him as a nothing? Jesus, the son of David, also a shepherd, also 

born in Bethlehem, came to the battle front 2000 years ago and said, ‘I will 

fight this giant and save my people from death’.  



But he didn’t do it with force, he did it with love, by laying down his life. He 

let the giant kill him. The enemy said, ‘On the cross, I will kill you, Jesus’ 

and he did. Jesus let himself be killed by sinful men, and ultimately by 

Satan, on the cross.  He did this because he knew God’s plan.  

He knew that the battle belongs to the Lord and that on the third day God 

would raise him from death, thus sending a knock-out blow to Satan’s head.  

 

And the greatest news of all is that sin and Satan no longer are our masters. 

They no longer are the dread enemies that we fear. Because the Son of 

David fought the battle and defeated them at Calvary, we now stand in 

victory. We don’t fight for victory. We fight from victory – his victory over 

death. Because he lives forever, so do we.  

 

This story is so much more than a kiddy tale about David and his rocks. It’s 

about God, who keeps his promise to deliver Israel and us from all our 

enemies, the greatest of which is Satan. And he does it through the Rock of 

our Salvation, Jesus Christ, an unlikely hero, who was defeated so we can 

win, who was killed so we can live, but then was raised to life so we can 

reign with him.  

 

This makes me more excited than ever to hear about David and Goliath. It’s 

the Gospel good news, the greatest news ever. If David were here today 

he’d say, ‘Don’t praise me and make me the hero. The battle belongs to the 

Lord and I’m just his servant. Praise the Rock of our salvation, He is our 

shield and defender. In him we trust’.  

 

While we were powerless against sin and dead in sin, Jesus came to the 

front line to fight for us and win. Praise the Son of David! Praise his Mighty 

Name! Let’s celebrate his victory with Communion now.  

 

 

 

 

 



Communion: Get wine/juice and bread/cracker ready to partake 

 

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body broken for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Then, after supper he also took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

 

Here is the body of Christ, broken to make you whole (eat bread).  

Here is the blood of Christ, shed to make you clean (drink wine). 

 

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 11:26, “As often as you eat this bread and 

drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes”. 

 

Pray: 

God of all blessings, Giver of life, 

We thank you for your love and grace, without which we would have 
nothing. 

Thank you for sustaining us with breath, food, air, water and everything else 
we take for granted.  

For the love of our family and friends, we thank you. 

For all the beauty our eyes can see, and for the wonders we cannot see, we 
praise you. 

God of all joy, we turn to you today for our strength.  

You’ve given us one more day to love our neighbours and defend the 
powerless. 

You’ve given us time, talents, and treasures to use for your glory. 

Help us, O Lord, to serve you and our families faithfully today.  

Thank you for your presence now and your promise to never abandon us.  



For saving us, keeping us and perfecting us, we praise you eternal God,  

through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. In his name we pray, Amen. 

 
 

What is happening at Farringdon during this time? 
 

Wishing a Happy Birthday to Rev. Mike on July 29th 

 
 

Kids Club – Aug. 4 – Cool People. Week #1 – Abraham 
Youth Bible Study – Aug 5 – Revelations 15-17 – The 7 Bowls 


