
 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 
 



Worship Service  

by Rev. Mike Rattee 
 
 
Pray: 
Loving Father and Creator of all, 

We thank you for all that you have made and how awesome it is, like you.  

The greatness of the galaxies and majesty of the mountains cause us to 
bow before you. 

The beauty of the sunrise and terror of a storm declare your power.  

We marvel at the beauty of every flower and fish, tree and bird. 

How excellent is your name in all the earth! 

The colourful rainbow reminds us that you always keep your promise to us. 

The vast oceans testify to your boundless, bottomless love.  

And Father, how fearfully and wonderfully you made each one of us. 

We are your masterpieces who broadcast your glory every day. 

Help us to treat each other this way and so be like Jesus, 

the Word of life, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
Read Genesis 2:4-25 
4 This is the account of the creation of the heavens and the earth. When the 
Lord God made the earth and the heavens,  

5 neither wild plants nor grains were growing on the earth. For the Lord God 
had not yet sent rain to water the earth, and there were no people to 
cultivate the soil.  

6 Instead, springs came up from the ground and watered all the land.  

7 Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He 
breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a 
living person. 



8 Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he 
placed the man he had made.  

9 The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—trees that 
were beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle of the garden 
he placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

10 A river flowed from the land of Eden, watering the garden and then 
dividing into four branches.  

11 The first branch, called the Pishon, flowed around the entire land of 
Havilah, where gold is found.  

12 The gold of that land is exceptionally pure; aromatic resin and onyx stone 
are also found there.  

13 The second branch, called the Gihon, flowed around the entire land of 
Cush.  

14 The third branch, called the Tigris, flowed east of the land of Asshur. The 
fourth branch is called the Euphrates. 

15 The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch 
over it.  

16 But the Lord God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree 
in the garden—  

17 except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you 
are sure to die.” 

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 
make a helper who is just right for him.”  

19 So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the 
birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them, and the man chose a name for each one.  

20 He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the 
wild animals. But still there was no helper just right for him. 

21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man 
slept, the Lord God took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the 
opening.  

22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to 
the man. 



23 “At last!” the man exclaimed. “This one is bone from my bone, and flesh 
from my flesh! She will be called ‘woman,’ because she was taken from 
‘man.’” 

24 This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to 
his wife, and the two are united into one. 

25 Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame. 

 
Hymn: All Creatures of our God and King  
watch by clicking the url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA 
or read the lyrics below: 
 
1 All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and let us sing, ‘Alleluia, Alleluia’ 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam 
 
Chorus: O praise Him, O praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
2 Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, O praise Him, Alleluia! 
Thou rising morning praise rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice 
 
Chorus: O praise Him, O praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
3 Let all things their Creator bless and worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him, Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, three in one! 
 
Chorus: O praise Him, O praise Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Read Ephesians 5:21-33 
21 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

22 For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord.  

23 For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. 
He is the Savior of his body, the church.  

24 As the church submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your 
husbands in everything. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA


25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church. He gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed 
by the cleansing of God’s word.  

27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot 
or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault.  

28 In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their 
own bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself.  

29 No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ 
cares for the church.  

30 And we are members of his body. 

31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and is joined 
to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 

32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the 
church are one.  

33 So again I say, each man must love his wife as he loves himself, and the 
wife must respect her husband. 

 
Hymn: The Servant Song (by David Haas)  
watch by clicking the url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdmgpMfnjdU 
or read the lyrics below: 
 
1 Brother, let me be your servant. Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant too 
 
2 We are pilgrims on the journey, We are travellers on the road 
We are here to help each other Walk the mile and bear the load 
 
3 I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh, I'll laugh with you 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we've seen this journey through 
4 When we sing to God in heaven we shall find such harmony 
Born to all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony 
 
Repeat verse 1 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdmgpMfnjdU


Message: Another ‘S’ Word  
 
Ephesians 5:22 says, ‘Wives submit to your husbands’. Today I am 
talking about another ‘S’ word: submit. It’s a word we don’t like, which is why 
the word has gone out of vogue. We don’t use it much anymore. For 
decades, brides have been deleting the word from their marriage vows. Do 
you promise to submit to your husband? No, I’m not saying that. 
 
I remember one lady reacting very strongly to this word in a group Bible 
study. We were reading Ephesians 5 and after she heard verse 22 she said, 
‘That word is offensive. No woman shouId have to submit to a man. That’s 
chauvinism’.   
 
The group wondered if other Bible translations had a better word for 
‘submit’, which is what the NIV says. So, we looked at a few. The KJV, 
NKJV, NLT, and ESV, all say ‘submit’. The NASB was different. It said, 
‘Wives, be subject to your husbands’. Well, she didn’t like that any better. 
Another ‘S’ word: be ‘subject’ to.   
 
Many of us agreed that submitting to or being subject to another person 
offends us. It’s not just a husband-wife issue. I am my own person, thank- 
you-very-much. I’m no puppet and I’m certainly not going to be a doormat 
for others to wipe their feet on. Submit? No way Jose! That’s how we feel 
whether we are male or female, married or single.  
 
But here is God’s command, ‘Wives submit to your husbands as unto 
the Lord’. So, what are we to do with this verse? First, as with every verse 
of Scripture, we must read it in its context. Whenever we pull one verse out 
of a passage, we are in danger of misunderstanding and misusing the Bible.  
 
The passage actually begins with 5:21, which says, ‘All of you, submit to 
one another out of reverence for Christ’. All of you – who does that 
include? All of us – man, woman, boy, girl, married, single, widow. All of us 
are to submit to each other because we love Jesus and in order to please 
the Lord.  
 
This was such a problem in the early church, that most of the New 
Testament books address it. Stop fighting. Start agreeing. Stop dividing. 



Start uniting. Stop fighting for your own rights and in love submit to each 
other.  
 
Their society was divided into classes and races, genders, and religions – 
each claiming to be better than the rest. Men claimed to be superior to 
women and, in some cases, women fought back saying they’re superior to 
men. Jews claimed to be superior to non-Jews, and Romans said they were 
superior to all. Free people were superior to slaves, and so it went. 
 
When we think we’re superior to another person or a group of people we will 
look down on them, not submit to them. Our sinful, selfish, human nature 
doesn’t naturally want to submit to anyone, but we need to. What happens 
when everybody fights for their own rights and refuses to submit their wills 
to anyone else?  
 
Turn on the news. Look at your window. Violence, anarch, chaos – that’s 
what happens. Lack of submission, or insubordination, tears families apart 
and churches apart. It destroys sports teams and businesses, political 
parties, and even our society, which is why Romans 13 commands us to 
submit to our government authorities. It’s for our mutual good. 
 
Submit to each other out of reverence for Christ (5:21) is for all. So, why 
are women singled out in 5:22? ‘Wives, submit to your husbands as unto 
the Lord’. Because in Ephesus, where this church was, there was a 
feminist bent that had taken over the city and had infiltrated the church.  
 
Ephesus built a giant temple to the goddess Diana, and in that temple, 
women were taught that they don’t need a man. They’re superior to men. 
Wives don’t need their husbands anymore because they’re useless. Men 
will limit you spiritually and weigh you down in every other way.  It was the 
opposite of chauvinism. They were misandrist. 
 
So, God tells the wives, who’ve bought into this lie, that they too have to 
submit to their husbands. Submission is for every Christian. No one can 
say, ‘Except me. I don’t have to submit to him or her’. In both verses (:21-
22), we are told why we are to submit and how to submit: ‘Out of reverence 
for Jesus’ and ‘As unto the Lord’. 
 



This corrects another lie they had bought into and still plagues us today – 
that you can worship God and then treat each other like dirt. In other words, 
your spirituality is a private matter that doesn’t affect your relationships.  
Sadly, some believe this and live like this.  
 
One of the main jokes running through the TV sitcom, ‘All in the Family’, 
was how Archie Bunker called himself a Christian, because he went to 
church twice a year, but then belittled all kinds of people: Jews, Blacks, 
Puerto Ricans, Liberals, Democrats, his own son-in-law Mike and his wife, 
Edith. He was a meat-head and dumb Polack. She was a dingbat and had 
to stifle (or ‘shut up’) whenever he commanded her. In one episode, their 
daughter, Gloria, complains, 'Daddy, why are you so mean to mom, bossing 
her around like you do?' Archie replies, ‘Because that's the way God likes it. 
He made me the boss.’ Talk about hypocrisy! It’s why we laughed at the 
show.  
 
But, it’s no laughing matter in real life, when any one person in a family or a 
church or any organisation claims to be the God-ordained boss who alone 
tells others what to do. A family fights like cats and dogs Monday to 
Saturday with all kinds of name-calling and cursing and, ‘You can’t tell me 
what to do’. They clean up nice, go to church for an hour to sing like angels, 
and then on the drive home resume the war.   
 
This needs to change, because the two greatest commands, Jesus said, are 
to, ‘Love God and love each other’. The two are connected like two sides 
of the same coin. That’s why John says, ‘If you hate people, the love of 
God can’t be in you’ (1 John 4:20). To love God is to love others and we 
do that when we submit to one another, when we curb our wills for the 
betterment of others. 
 
Husbands are to submit to their wives just as much as wives are to submit. 
This is covered in 5:21, but in case we hard-headed men didn’t hear it, Paul 
repeats in 5:25, ‘Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church by giving himself up for her’. That is submission to the max. You 
love your wife so much that you will give up your rights and die so in the end 
she will be blessed.  
 
 



That’s what Jesus did for us. He gave up all his rights as God and humbled 
himself to the worst form of torture there was – death on a cross. He 
submitted himself to godless men who beat and whipped him, spit in his 
face and crucified him. He did this out of reverence for God and love for us. 
So, any husband that quotes 5:22, demanding that his wife submit to him, 
‘because the Bible says so’, does not understand the Bible or God. 
Husband, you lay down your will, your ego, even your life as Jesus did in 
order to bless your wife.  
 
That’s what we’re all called to do, fellow Christian, to live like Jesus at home 
by submitting to each other in love.  That phrase, ‘It’s my way or the 
highway’ should not be on our lips. Rather, ‘It’s His way, the way of Jesus’ 
who prayed, ‘Father, nevertheless, it’s not what I will, but your will be 
done’ (Luke 22:42). Submit to each other as Christ submitted to his Father 
and to you when he laid down his life for you.  
 
Submit, it’s not a dirty ‘S’ word, that we should delete and ignore. It’s the 
way of our Saviour. It’s what our world resists, but needs to see. Submit to 
each other out of reverence for Christ – mom, dad, husband, wife, teen, 
child, single, widow, pastor, parishioner, deacon, elder - whatever title 
applies to you.  
 
It starts as an attitude – an attitude of valuing others higher than we 
normally do. If I had a Stradivarius violin worth millions of dollars, because it 
is so old and rare, almost every musician would look at my violin in awe. 
Their mouths might even drop open as they looked at it. Guaranteed, they 
would not handle my violin carelessly. They would be gentle with it, maybe 
even wearing white gloves before touching it. So valuable is it, in their 
minds, that they would treat it as such. Their attitude determines their 
actions.  
 
So valuable are the people God has put in our lives, family, fellow 
Christians, that we view them and treat them as such. We honour each 
other, look up to each other, and treat one another with utmost love and 
respect. That’s submitting one to another out of love for Jesus.  
 
 
 
 



Pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             → 



What is happening at Farringdon during this time? 
Kid's Club August 18: In our third week of "Cool People in the Bible" we will 
be learning about Moses and his Great Rescue!  
Youth Bible Study August 19: This week our Youth are traveling through 
Revelation Chapter 12! We will continue learning about living in the Power and 
Hope of Christ, while studying three symbolic images: The Woman, The Child 
and the Dragon!  
As the fall approaches and we look towards children and youth programming we 

will be having a school supply drive. We are in need of numerous packages of 

Crayola crayons, markers, and pencil crayons. Additionally, we are in need of 

scissors, glue sticks and empty coffee tins. A blue rubbermaid tote will be placed 

outside the office entrance. Please drop off any donations to this bin in order to 

maintain social distancing. Thankyou!  

 

Farringdon Church Advisory is planning on having our first church service at Farringdon on 

September 6th (Labour Day weekend) as long as the situation with Covid-19 remains at bay. 

If the Covid-19 situation spikes we will make adjustments as necessary. In a few weeks, 

Senior Elder Cyndy Kirk will send out a notice containing more information and the protocol 

for safety we will be using for that date and ongoing for the foreseeable future. 

Vacations  

 
Rev. Mike will be away on vacation from August 18 to Sept. 8.  

Rev. Wes Coburn will be preaching in Mike’s absence both for our video services and for our 

opening Sunday on Sept. 6 and will also be available for pastoral care. 

Wes’s contact info is:  swcoburn50@hotmail.com  or 519-759-3345 

Mike will be available in emergencies with his cell number 1-226-339-4340 

Youth and Family Coordinator, Katelyn Hines will be away on vacation from  

August 23-29 and Sept. 7-13 

Administrative Coordinator (Secretary) Margot Brown will be on vacation from  

Sept. 1-4 so the Church office will be closed during this time. 

Sexton, Annett Holyomes will be on vacation from Sept. 1-8 


