
 

 
 



by Rev. Mike Rattee 
 
Pray:  
Almighty God, we are in awe of your goodness and mercy today, 
We thank you for being here with us by your Holy Spirit.  
We marvel that you love us with an everlasting love and pray for those who don’t 
yet know your love.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Empower your servants today to share the good news of Jesus so all may bow 
before him. 
Thank you for our great country and the prosperity you’ve given us. 
Guide our politicians and protect all in authority so they may do your will. 
We pray for those struggling to make ends meet, that you would help us to help 
them. 
Lord, open our minds to receive your truth and our hearts to live your truth. 
Open our hands and our wallets to those in need. 
Through us, build your kingdom of love and peace. 
We pray in our Saviour’s name. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn: 
And, Can it Be?  
watch by clicking the url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg  
or read the lyrics below: 
 
1 And can it be that I should gain an int’rest in the Saviour’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain—For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
2 He left His Father’s throne above—so free, so infinite His grace— 
Emptied Himself of all but love and bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, for, O my God, it found out me! 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, for, O my God, it found out me! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg


3 Long my imprisoned spirit lay, fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray—I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
 
4 No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 
Read Isaiah 32:1-4, 15-18: 
1 Look, a righteous king is coming! And honest princes will rule under him. 

2 Each one will be like a shelter from the wind and a refuge from the storm, like 
streams of water in the desert and the shadow of a great rock in a parched land. 

3 Then everyone who has eyes will be able to see the truth, and everyone who has 
ears will be able to hear it. 

4 Even the hotheads will be full of sense and understanding. Those who stammer 
will speak out plainly. 

15 Until at last the Spirit is poured out on us from heaven. Then the wilderness will 
become a fertile field, and the fertile field will yield bountiful crops. 

16 Justice will rule in the wilderness and righteousness in the fertile field. 

17 And this righteousness will bring peace. Yes, it will bring quietness and 
confidence forever. 

18 My people will live in safety, quietly at home. They will be at rest. 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22: 

11 Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called 
“uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, 
even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts.  

12 In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from 
citizenship among the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant 
promises God had made to them. You lived in this world without God and without 
hope.  



13 But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from 
God, but now you have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 

14 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into 
one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility 
that separated us.  

15 He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and 
regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one 
new people from the two groups.  

16 Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his 
death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death. 

17 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from 
him, and peace to the Jews who were near.  

18 Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of 
what Christ has done for us. 

19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens 
along with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.  

20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the 
prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.  

21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.  

22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this dwelling where God 
lives by his Spirit. 

 
Message: Peace, Not War  
World War 2 ended 75 years ago in 1945 but not for two Japanese soldiers. They 
were discovered back in 2005 in a dense jungle in the Philippines, still dressed in 
their soldier uniforms, still holding rifles, hiding from the United States army.  
 
Mr. Yamakawa (found at age 87), and Mr. Nakauchi (age 85) were the last two 
surviving members of their unit after the US army attacked them. For 60 years 
they hid and waited for the next attack. Their whole lives they believed they were 
at war and lived like they were at war when there was no war.  
 



And they’re not alone. in WW2 Japan sent a million soldiers abroad to fight and 
they vowed to fight to the death. Over the years, there have been 10 other cases 
of soldiers still thinking they’re at war and hiding out with their guns in fear of the 
enemy after the war has long been over. They didn’t hear the good news in 1945 
that the war was over and they can now live in peace. 
 
This is why Paul writes Ephesians 2. The Holy Spirit wants us to know the good 
news that the war is over, and we can now live in peace. What war? It’s actually 
two wars: WW1 and WW2. Paul describes them in Ephesians 2. WW1 he names in 
verses 12-13:  
 
‘You used to live apart from Christ. You were without God and without hope. 
You were far away from God’. Verse 3 says, ‘All of us lived as enemies of God’.  
Our first war is us versus God. God says, ‘Obey me’, yet we disobey. He says, ‘let 
me love you’, but we say, ‘I don’t need you’. We’re born in sin and we live in sin, 
putting ourselves first above all else, including God.  
 
You know that no child ever has to be taught the words ‘no’ and ‘mine’. No parent 
has to teach their child to be selfish and fight for their rights. It’s natural. It’s in us 
from day one. As parents, we have to work overtime to teach the opposite and to 
curb their selfishness. We’re hard-wired with a sin nature that listens to the devil 
(Ephesians 2:1) and treats God as our enemy. This is WW1 – us versus God.  
 
WW2 is us versus each other. Verses 14 and 16 talk about the hostility that divides 
us. There’s a wall of hostility between us and others, causing us to see people as 
our enemies. In the first century, the hostility was between Jews and Gentiles. 
They were on opposite sides, hating each other. Rabbis taught that Gentiles were 
created for the fires of hell.  A Jew was not allowed to help a Gentile woman give 
birth because this meant bringing another heathen into the world! Thousands of 
wars have been fought over the land of Israel, with Gentiles trying to take it as 
their own. It is one of the smallest countries geographically, yet the most war-torn 
in all the world. Jews and Gentiles did not mix.  
 
It’s a good thing we’ve outgrown all that hostility, right? No more racism, no more 
dividing over religion and treating others as the enemy. We’ve evolved so well as a 
society that now everyone gets along just fine. Hardly!  



Paul describes the war in his day as being Jew vs. Gentile. Today, our current wars 
are not only between countries, but between political parties, between blacks and 
whites and Hispanics and Asians, between citizens and police, between protesters 
and governments. It seems like hostility is everywhere and on the rise.  
 
By nature, we are at war with God and each other. Because of our sin, we treat 
God and others we don’t like as the enemy. And these two wars are directly 
connected. That is, when we are at war with God we will automatically be at war 
with others. When we rebel against God, we will rebel against others – those in 
authority over us and those who differ from us.  
 
The two greatest commands are to love God with all our hearts and to love our 
neighbours as we love ourselves, and when we break the former, we always break 
the latter.  
 
It blows my mind that some American ‘Christian’ churches back in the 1960s were 
for whites only. A sign literally hung on the front door saying, ‘for whites only’. It’s 
why many black churches started. However, I never heard of such black churches 
posting a sign on their front door saying ‘white people keep out’.  
 
Our hostility might be more hidden and less obvious today. That is, we don’t hang 
a sign physically, but our attitudes and our actions still say ‘keep out’. Unless, 
you’re like me, I don’t want to associate with you. We act as if we’re still at war 
when we’re not. 
 
Listen to the good news in Ephesians 2: You used to be at war with God and each 
other, ‘But now you have been brought near to God through the blood of Christ. 
For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 
people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility 
that separated us’. (2:12-14) 
 
God says, the wars are over – WW1 and WW2! Because of Jesus, you have peace 
with me and each other. Verses 15 and 16 say, ‘He made peace between Jews 
and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two groups. 16 
Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his 
death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.’ 



If you’re still wearing that old sinful soldier uniform, aiming your rifle at other 
believers in fear that they might attack you, Stop! You don’t need to. Those other 
believers are your family. You’re on the same side now because God has made you 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
In your sinful nature you were enemies, but no more. ‘But’ - that little 3-letter 
word changes everything. ‘But’ changes a compliment into an insult. You look 
good today ‘but’, your breath stinks.  There goes the compliment. You will forever 
only focus on what comes after the ‘but’. Thanks for serving today ‘but’, next week 
could you be on time? ‘But’ changes everything.  
 
You were against God and others ‘but’ no more! Now, because of Jesus, you are 
one with him and one with others who know Jesus. The old hymn says, ‘What a 
wonderful change in my life has been wrought since Jesus came into my heart’. I’m 
no longer at war in my spirit. I have peace. 
 
Ephesians 2:14 says, ‘He is our peace who has broken down every wall of 
hostility’. Our main problems today are not racism, sexism, ageism or any other 
‘ism’. Those are just symptoms which reveal our bigger and deeper problem. Sin is 
the reason we divide against each other. If we’re at war with God we will always 
be at war with others, guaranteed! 
 
God takes care of that deeper and bigger problem for us by removing our sin 
barrier between him and us and between us and each other. His peace is what we 
all need.  
 
John Lennon sang about it: ‘Imagine - nothing to kill or die for and no religion too. 
Imagine all the people living life in peace. I hope some day you'll join us and the 
world will be as one’. Well, to those living in sin, that is quite the thing to imagine 
and dream about – no divisions.  
 
But the good news for us is that we don’t have to just imagine it. It’s here. It is real 
in the body of Christ. We are one. Jesus' sacrifice on cross put an end to us fighting 
over religion, and us trying to get our own way while putting others down. He is 
our peace. 
 



One of the greatest blessings I’ve enjoyed is getting to meet a Christian from a 
different culture, who speaks a different language, and worships in ways different 
from me. Sometimes in traveling to a foreign country or even here in Canada to a 
more ethnic group, I’ve gotten to be with other Christians who appear so different 
to me.  
 
The blessing is that immediately I can sense that we are one. As soon as they pray 
or sing or shake my hand I know that because of Jesus we are family. I was once in 
a prayer meeting where people from over 50 different nationalities gathered to 
pray. The leader told us to all pray aloud for 5 minutes in our native language. 
Some listening in might have called it a cacophony – an unintelligible noise. But to 
God it was a beautiful noise. A symphony where all his different kids joined as one 
to speak his praise.  
 
The war is over. You have peace with God and each other. Live in that freedom this 
weak and let’s show the world his gift of peace. 
 
Song: 
We Will Stand (by Russ Taff, James Hollihan)  
watch by clicking the url:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZypKcB-w5VY  
or read the lyrics below: 
 
1 Sometimes it's hard for me to understand why we pull away from each other so 
easily 
Even though we're all walking the same road, yet we build dividing walls between 
our brothers and ourselves 
 
2 But I, I don't care what label you may wear - If you believe in Jesus you belong 
with me 
The bond we share is all I care to see and we can change this world forever if you 
will join with me, join and sing 
 
Chorus: You're my brother, you're my sister, so take me by the hand 
Together we will work until He comes 
There's no foe that can defeat us when we're walking side by side 
As long as there is love we will stand 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZypKcB-w5VY


3 The day will come when we will be as one and with a mighty voice together 
We will proclaim that Jesus, Jesus is King and it will echo through the earth,  
It will shake the nations and the world will see, see that 
 
Repeat Chorus: 
 
Pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

What is happening at Farringdon during this time? 
 

The Farringdon Church Office will be closed from July 27-31 for vacation. 

However, if you require Pastoral care please call Rev. Mike at 1 226-339-

4340 or you can reach Senior Elder Cyndy Kirk at 519 442-5013 

 

 
Sunday, July 19, 2020 – Home Sunday School: Emotions week 3: Mad 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020 – Kids Club: Old Testament Favourites Week #3 – Jonah 
Wednesday, July 22, 2020 – Youth Bible Study, Revelations 12-13: “The Great 
Conflict” 
 

 Note from Mavis Collyer;  
“Thank you to my Farringdon Family for sending flowers to brighten my 
days during times when it can be difficult.  
They cheered me so and couldn’t have come at a better moment!” 



 “Thank you, Farringdon Family, for the beautiful 

flowers after my surgery. My sight is coming along very well and I am 

very thankful.”  

Peter Wright. 
 

 Hello All 

I wanted to send a huge thank you on behalf of 
Karen to everyone at Farringdon who kindly sent well wishes 
and a lovely fruit basket. Karen is home now and the surgery 
went well. She will have a long road the next couple of 
months to recovery. 
Sincerely,  
The Thompson Family 

 


