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Mini-Worship Service for Sunday June 7, 2020  

by Rev. Mike Rattee 

 

Pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

Read 1 Samuel 8: 

1 As Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons to be judges over Israel.  

2 Joel and Abijah, his oldest sons, held court in Beersheba.  

3 But they were not like their father, for they were greedy for money. They 

accepted bribes and perverted justice. 

4 Finally, all the elders of Israel met at Ramah to discuss the matter with Samuel.  

5 “Look,” they told him, “you are now old, and your sons are not like you. Give us a 

king to judge us like all the other nations have.” 

6 Samuel was displeased with their request and went to the Lord for guidance.  

7 “Do everything they say to you,” the Lord replied, “for they are rejecting me, not 

you. They don’t want me to be their king any longer.  

8 Ever since I brought them from Egypt they have continually abandoned me and 

followed other gods. And now they are giving you the same treatment.  

9 Do as they ask, but solemnly warn them about the way a king will reign over 

them.” 



10 So Samuel passed on the Lord’s warning to the people who were asking him for 

a king.  

11 “This is how a king will reign over you,” Samuel said. “The king will draft your 

sons and assign them to his chariots and his charioteers, making them run before 

his chariots.  

12 Some will be generals and captains in his army, some will be forced to plow in 

his fields and harvest his crops, and some will make his weapons and chariot 

equipment.  

13 The king will take your daughters from you and force them to cook and bake 

and make perfumes for him.  

14 He will take away the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and 

give them to his own officials.  

15 He will take a tenth of your grain and your grape harvest and distribute it 

among his officers and attendants.  

16 He will take your male and female slaves and demand the finest of your cattle 

and donkeys for his own use.  

17 He will demand a tenth of your flocks, and you will be his slaves.  

18 When that day comes, you will beg for relief from this king you are demanding, 

but then the Lord will not help you.” 

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s warning. “Even so, we still want a 

king,” they said.  

20 “We want to be like the nations around us. Our king will judge us and lead us 

into battle.” 

21 So Samuel repeated to the Lord what the people had said,  

22 and the Lord replied, “Do as they say, and give them a king.” Then Samuel 

agreed and sent the people home. 

 

 



Listen to: 

The hymn, Crown Him with Many Crowns by clicking the url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7OCs0d_4vM  

or read the lyrics below  

1 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne. 

While heaven's eternal anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died to be 

your Saviour and your matchless King through all eternity. 

2 Crown him the Lord of life, triumphant from the grave, 

who rose victorious from the strife for those he came to save; 

His glories now we sing who died and reigns on high, 

He died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

3 Crown him the Lord of peace; his kingdom is at hand, 

From pole to pole let warfare cease, and Christ rule every land. 

A city stands on high. His glory it displays, 

and there the nations 'Holy' cry in joyful hymns of praise. 

4 Crown him the Lord of years, the Potentate of time, 

Creator of the rolling spheres, in majesty sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! for you have died for me; 

Thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 

Read 1 Peter 3:8-17:  

8 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. Love each 

other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a humble attitude. 

9 Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults when people insult you. 

Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and 

he will grant you his blessing.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s7OCs0d_4vM


10 For the Scriptures say, “If you want to enjoy life and see many happy days, keep 

your tongue from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies.  

11 Turn away from evil and do good. Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 

12 The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are open to 

their prayers. But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.” 

13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good?  

14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it. So 

don’t worry or be afraid of their threats.  

15 Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks 

about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.  

16 But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your conscience clear. Then if 

people speak against you, they will be ashamed when they see what a good life 

you live because you belong to Christ.  

17 Remember, it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what God wants, than 

to suffer for doing wrong! 

Responding to Bad News (1 Samuel 8)  

When Donald Trump was on his reality TV show, called, 'The Apprentice', he 

became famous for repeating one phrase: ‘You’re fired’. He got rid of people who 

weren't good enough in his eyes. Ten years later, not much has changed. You're 

fired!  

Have you ever had to fire an employee or were you the employee who got fired? It 

hurts, I know. To make it easier, some bosses soften their words. Instead of bluntly 

saying, 'You're fired', they'll say, ‘We need to let you go’; or, ‘Unfortunately, the 

budget doesn’t allow us to keep you on’; or, ‘We’re readjusting personnel’; or, 

‘We’re offering you some well-deserved time off”. No matter the phrase used, it 

hurts to be fired – to be told by someone, 'We don't want you'. It's bad news. 

This is what the prophet Samuel is going through in 1 Samuel 8. Israel's Elders say 

to him, 'You are now old, and your sons are not like you. Give us a king to judge 

us like all the other nations have' (8:5).  



They hit him with a triple whammy: 1. You're old, which means you can’t do your 

job like you used to and like we want you to. 2. Your sons are dishonest and 

disgraceful, which is a dig against Samuel – 'you've failed as a dad'. 3. We don't 

want you to lead us; we want a king. Samuel, for these three reasons, 'You're 

fired'.  

So say the Elders of Israel, who are the Board, if Samuel is the CEO, or his Cabinet, 

if he were Prime Minister. It's a clear vote of 'no confidence' in Samuel. For him 

and his family, it's bad news. 

Now, what did Samuel do to deserve this firing? I searched the Old Testament and 

I couldn't find a thing. He was their priest, prophet and judge all rolled into one. As 

a priest, he prayed for them and God answered. As a prophet, Samuel taught them 

God's word and brought them to their knees in repentance. And as a judge, he 

both solved their legal disputes and led them in battle to defeat the Philistine 

army.  

1 Samuel 7:16 says, 'Each year Samuel travelled from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah to 

judge the people's cases'. Look on a map - that means Samuel travelled West, 

North and East to help his people. The Southern cases he delegated to his sons. 

The point is that Samuel worked his tail off for their good. Without him, they were 

dead meat; sheep without a shepherd who would have been bankrupt spiritually, 

physically and politically many times over.  

So why fire him? He's old. His sons are crooks. And he's not a king like the godless 

countries have. He's just a judge. Notice that Samuel has no control over any of 

these issues. He's not to blame for getting old. It happens to all of us. He's not to 

blame for his money-hungry, bribe-taking adult sons. None of us can control what 

others do. Nor can he control his fickle Elders who say twice, 'We want a king to be 

like the other nations; give us a king like the rest of the world has'.  

Fired for what he can't control. It happens. How many millions of Canadians are 

now out of work though they did nothing wrong? Sure, the government cheques 

soften the blow, but they can't pay us forever. Plus, we need to work to pay our 

own way and feel like we're making a meaningful contribution to our 

communities. Right now we've got way more open-ended questions than answers 

about our jobs and the economy. So many are struggling to make ends meet. 



When the carpet's been pulled out from under your feet, what do you do? How do 

you respond to bad news? Let's see how Samuel didn't respond and then how he 

did respond to his bad news. First, what he didn't do. I don't read that Samuel 

lashed out in anger at the Elders, though, 'He was hurt deeply' (8:6). It literally 

says, 'Their words were evil to him'. He could have, and maybe should have, 

rebuked them for wanting to be like the godless nations, for anytime that is our 

motive we are out of God's will and in for trouble. Strangely, he doesn't call them 

evil, or stupid, or selfish.  

Samuel doesn't point out how some of them are too old and they're adult kids 

aren't saints either. He doesn't threaten to quit before they can fire him. He 

doesn't pull rank and say, 'You can't fire me because I'm God's anointed'. In 

wisdom, he avoids all the natural responses we might have when fired for no good 

reason. He realizes that treating them as enemies just to hold onto his position is 

not wise. Turning against our teammates ultimately does more harm than good.  

What does Samuel do? 8:6 says, 'He went to the Lord for guidance'. Wise man and 

wise move in response to bad news. Whenever we've lost something important to 

us, or are about to, the first and best thing we should do is pray. Firefighters tell us 

that if our clothes catch fire, we must immediately stop, drop, and roll so the fire 

doesn't burn us. Well, when facing danger or significant loss, spiritual action is 

required. We need to stop, drop and pray right away.  

Stop our natural response of panicking, drop to our knees, and pray for guidance. 

God, help! This should be our first response to bad news and not just our last 

resort after we've tried every other plan without success.  

When we lose our job, our wealth, our health, our spouse, or any other significant 

relationship, we need God to guide us through. I love this hymn, and you probably 

do too: 'What a friend we have in Jesus. All our sins and griefs to bear. What a 

privilege to carry everything to God in prayer. O, what peace we often forfeit. O, 

what needless pain we bear all because we do not carry everything to God in 

prayer'.  

 



The hymn goes on to talk about our trials, temptations, trouble anywhere, friends 

despising us, forsaking us. And in every situation the solution is 'take it to the Lord 

in prayer'. Samuel does and he gets God's perspective on his problem and God's 

wisdom for how to respond. This is vital. We need God's view on our bad news. 

God says, 'Samuel, it's me they're firing; not you' (8:7). That sounds like the classic 

break-up line: 'I'm to blame, not you', but here it's true. Samuel was likely beating 

himself up and blaming himself for his firing. 'I let myself get too old and too slow. 

If only I had stayed in shape. I should have corrected my sons more when they 

were young. I should have prayed for them more. If I had visited the Elders more 

and thanked them more, they wouldn't be so against me now'.  

As illogical as it is, we all do it. We look at the wrong actions of others and blame 

ourselves. 'If I was a better wife, my husband wouldn't get drunk so much. If had 

obeyed my mama more, she wouldn't have left us for another family. If I had said 

'no, you can't drive the car', he'd still be alive today.' If you are playing the self-

blame game today, which actually is no game; it's an ever-losing battle, then 

please stop!  

Listen to God's wise and healing words: 'You didn't cause this. It's not your fault'. 

God shows Samuel the spiritual reason for why the Elders say what they say and 

do what they do. It's a perspective we don't naturally see, yet we need to see: 

God's view on our bad news. We look at just the immediate, the physical reality of 

what's happening. They want me fired, so I guess I'm the problem. No! There's 

more to them than meets the eye.  

Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:12 that we, 'Fight not against just flesh and blood 

but against principalities and powers and against unseen wickedness in high 

places'. Much of what people say and do is spiritually driven, even if they don't 

know it or acknowledge it. God knows it and wants us to see it. 'Samuel, they're 

rejecting me'. I hear God's broken heart in verse 8, 'Ever since I brought them out 

of slavery in Egypt, they have constantly rejected me as their king to worship 

other gods'.  

 



All the more reason to pray when things go wrong, so God can give us His wisdom 

to rightly discern what's really going on so we don't react just in our own wisdom, 

with our own strength, using this weapon (fists) instead of God's weapon (praying 

hands). Through prayer, God tells Samuel to warn the Elders of the price they will 

pay and then to eventually let them have their way (8:9).  

Warn them. This is God's way of giving them more time to change their mind. In 

his grace, God says, 'Have you really thought this through from all sides? Do you 

understand what you're about to do and the heap of pain it will bring?' If Samuel 

reasons with them and shows them how bad their idea is, then maybe they'll 

relent and repent.  

Samuel explains all the downsides of having a king (8:10-15): 1. A king will tax you. 

10% of your money will go to government. 2. The king will conscript your kids to 

make them serve in his army and go to war. 3. The king will take your crops 

whenever he is hungry to feed his staff. You do the work; he gets the reward. 4. 

The king can enslave you too and make you work in his mines and fields. Verse 18 

says, 'You will regret having a king and cry to God with bitter tears for relief, but 

it will be too late'.  

You're gonna wind up with this big bureaucracy called government, who will do 

whatever it takes to stay in power, including using you, your money, your kids, 

your land, your crops, for the king's pleasure. Be warned. Be warned. Listen to me 

and repent! 

I'd say that Samuel's sermon, entitled, 'Be careful what you wish for; you just 

might get it', is solid. It's logical, persuasive, realistic, and biblical for he got his 

words directly from God himself. He pleads with them. So, his sermon should 

work, right?  

Well, it fell on deaf ears. Another slap in the face to Samuel. 'We not only reject 

you, but also your message. We want to be like the world, so give us a king'! 

As a preacher, I'd be pulling my hair out. 'God, I said everything you told me to say. 

I preached with passion. I warned them with all the right reasons and no one 

repented.  



What else can I do'? God says two words in response: 'Accept it'. He tells Samuel 

this twice (8:7, 22). Accept it. Those are hard words for us to hear and to do when 

it comes to bad news: Accept it.  

We don't want to accept it. We want to change it. To accept it means we've given 

up or maybe even approved of it. That's a fault in our thinking. If we accept what's 

wrong, it means we're endorsing what's wrong. Not according to God. You can 

accept what you don't like and what you don't want without approving of it. God 

does it all the time.  

Dr. Gary Chapman wrote a very helpful book called, 'Hope for the Separated'. In 

chapter one, in the first two pages he says, 'You are probably reading this because 

you are recently separated, and most likely, you are the one who's been left. That 

is, you are separated from your spouse against your will, wishing you were still 

together. The first thing you need to do is to accept it, so begin by saying aloud, 'I 

am separated'. Go ahead and say it aloud again and every day, 'I am separated'. 

Dr. Chapman wisely explains that as long as we are stuck in a phase of denial and 

complaining we will never move forward emotionally. Instead of saying, 'I 

shouldn't be separated. I hate being separated. I can't wait until we re-unite', say 

out loud, 'I am separated'. Accept reality and accept that you can't change your 

spouse's heart. This is the first step to peace and growth. 

In Luke 15, the prodigal father accepted that his youngest son didn't want to work 

on the family farm and so have him his inheritance early. He couldn't force him to 

stay, so he accepted his son's decision to leave, even though I'm sure he neither 

liked it nor approved of it. We know that son paid a high price for his selfish 

decision, but eventually came home of his own free will to the open arms of his 

father.  

Accept it. This is God's word for us in this season of pandemic and loss and 

uncertainty. Though you hate it, accept it. Though it's bad news, accept it. It's a 

season and we all know that seasons come and go. They change They don't last 

forever. Blaming the politicians and blaming your boss will do little good. Blaming 

yourself for what others do is a trap you need to get out of.  



Then, how should we respond? Like Samuel, with prayer. Stop, drop and pray. 

Because in prayer God will change our thinking and give us his perspective. He will 

remind us that a new season is coming when we will see how, 'He is working all 

things out for our good and his glory' (Romans 8:28).  

God will assure us that, 'What the enemy intended for harm, he is redeeming and 

using it for the salvation of many' (Genesis 50:20). 3000 years ago, God took their 

selfish cry for a king and gave Israel King David, who next to Jesus Christ, was 

Israel's greatest king. He transformed the bad into a blessing.  

And while we wait for God to turn our bad into blessing and tragedy into triumph, 

our job and our privilege is to pray – for ourselves, for each other, for our 

countries that are in trouble. The Elders took a lot away from Samuel but they 

couldn't take away his faith, his relationship with God, nor his weapon of prayer.  

You may have lost much, but you haven't lost your Heavenly Father who cares for 

you and will answer when you ask him. In this pandemic, let us of all things be 

people who pray. That is first and foremost how we respond to bad news.  

Listen to: 

The song, Way Maker (by Leeland, sung by Mandisa) by clicking the url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNAAVPxjxbY  

or read the lyrics below  

 1. You are here, moving in our midst. I worship you, I worship you. 

You are here, working in this place. I worship you, I worship you. You are: 

Chorus twice: Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 

My God, that is who you are.  

2. You are here, touching every heart. I worship you, I worship you.  

You are here, healing every life.  I worship you, I worship you. 

Chorus twice: Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 

My God, that is who you are.   

Tag twice: That is who you are.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yNAAVPxjxbY


Bridge twice: Even when I don't see it, you're working. Even when I don't feel it, 

you're working. 

You never stop, you never stop working, you never stop, you never stop working.  

Chorus twice: Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper, Light in the darkness, 

My God, that is who you are.   

End: Your are here Way Maker. I worship you, I worship you. 

Pray:  

God of life, you have promised to be with us every day, especially on our hardest 

days.  

Thank you for never leaving us or forsaking us.  

Be near to those who are lonely and heal the sick.  

Calm the anxious and lift up all who have fallen.  

Merciful God, forgive our many sins by the blood of Jesus. 

Hold safe in your loving arms all who are persecuted. 

Dispel the darkness that causes us to divide from and then attack others.  

Almighty God, bring your peace and justice to our American neighbours.  

And keep Canada glorious and free.  

Today we will be still and know that you are God.  

We will rest in your unfailing love and praise you for your mercy.  

Through Christ we pray, Amen. 


