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Mini-Worship Service for Sunday June 28, 2020  

by Rev. Mike Rattee 
 
Pray:  

Gracious Father, my Loving Creator, I praise you that nothing can separate 

me from you today.  

Today, I want to enjoy your presence and obey your words.  

Enable me, Holy Spirit, to spend this day helping someone in need. 

I ask for a pure and undivided heart.  

Lord, protect all who work on the front-line so that we are kept safe and well. 

Rescue those who are downcast and encourage those who live alone.  

We pray strength and success for your missionaries around the world. 

We thank you for our government leaders, asking you to bless them and 

their families.  

Thank you for our Farringdon church and for each deacon and elder who 

faithfully serve you. 

Uphold every member and keep us spiritually strong until we can meet 

again physically. 

Above all, we praise you for Jesus, whose death and resurrection allows us 

to be full of your joy. 

In his mighty name I pray, Amen. 

 

Read Nehemiah 8: 

1 all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the square just inside 

the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the 

Law of Moses, which the Lord had given for Israel to obey. 

2 So on October 8, Ezra the priest brought the Book of the Law before the 

assembly, which included the men and women and all the children old 

enough to understand.  



3 He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning until 

noon and read aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people 

listened closely to the Book of the Law. 

4 Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform that had been made for 

the occasion.  

5 Ezra stood on the platform in full view of all the people. When they saw 

him open the book, they all rose to their feet. 

6 Then Ezra praised the Lord, the great God, and all the people chanted, 

“Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and 

worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 

7 The Levites then instructed the people in the Law while everyone 

remained in their places.  

8 They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the 

meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each 

passage. 

9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 

who were interpreting for the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on 

such a day as this! For today is a sacred day before the Lord your God.” For 

the people had all been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 

10 And Nehemiah continued, “Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods 

and sweet drinks, and share gifts of food with people who have nothing 

prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don’t be dejected and sad, 

for the joy of the Lord is your strength!” 

11 And the Levites, too, quieted the people, telling them, “Hush! Don’t weep! 

For this is a sacred day.”  

12 So the people went away to eat and drink at a festive meal, to share gifts 

of food, and to celebrate with great joy because they had heard God’s 

words and understood them. 

13 On October 9, the family leaders of all the people, together with the 

priests and Levites, met with Ezra the scribe to go over the Law in greater 

detail.  



14 As they studied the Law, they discovered that the Lord had commanded 

through Moses that the Israelites should live in shelters during the festival to 

be held that month. 

15 He had said that a proclamation should be made throughout their towns 

and in Jerusalem, telling the people to go to the hills to get branches from 

olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees. They were to use these 

branches to make shelters in which they would live during the festival, as 

prescribed in the Law. 

16 So the people went out and cut branches and used them to build shelters 

on the roofs of their houses, in their courtyards, in the courtyards of God’s 

Temple, or in the squares just inside the Water Gate and the Ephraim Gate.  

17 So everyone who had returned from captivity lived in these shelters 

during the festival, and they were all filled with great joy! The Israelites had 

not celebrated like this since the days of Joshua. 

18 Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God on each of the seven days of 

the festival. Then on the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, as was 

required by law. 

 

Hymn: 

Rejoice, the Lord is King (with added Bridge by Tommy Walker) watch by 

clicking the url: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6by5eux1rMs 

or read the lyrics below: 

1 Rejoice, the Lord is King, your Lord and King adore. 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing and triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

2 Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love. 

When He had purged our stains he took his seat above. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

3 His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o'er earth and heav'n. 

The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv'n. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6by5eux1rMs


Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

4 Rejoice in glorious hope; our Lord the Judge shall come 

And take His servants up to their eternal home. 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice. Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

Bridge: We lift our hearts, we lift our voice 

Again, we say ‘Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice!’ 

Repeat Bridge 

 

Read Hebrews 12:1-13: 

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to 

the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially 

the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race 

God has set before us.  

2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and 

perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honour beside 

God’s throne.  

3 Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t 

become weary and give up. 

4 After all, you have not yet given your lives in your struggle against sin. 

5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his 

children? He said, “My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline, and 

don’t give up when he corrects you. 

6 For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he 

accepts as his child.” 

7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as 

his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its 

father?  

8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that 

you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all.  



9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we 

submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live 

forever? 

10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they 

knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might 

share in his holiness.  

11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But 

afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are 

trained in this way. 

12 So take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your weak 

knees.  

13 Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who are weak, and 

lame will not fall but become strong. 

 

Message: The Joy of the Lord is Your Strength  

We are so blessed to live at this time in history where we have free, 

unfettered access to the Bible. Almost every home and hotel room has one. 

Libraries loan them; churches give them away. I have the Bible on my 

phone in every language in the world and about 70 different English 

versions. 

 

Today, there are tens of thousands of preachers on radio and TV and 

millions more on Youtube all teaching the Bible. We are so fortunate to be 

able to feast on God's word because it wasn't always so. 

 

You had to travel a distance to go hear the one copy of the Bible read by the 

one authorized preacher in the one official language maybe once a month. 

You couldn't read the Bible on your own at home when you want. For most 

of history people suffered from a famine of God's word. Now it's 

everywhere, but before it was rare. 

 

After the Jews rebuilt Jerusalem 2,500 years ago the first thing their priest, 

Ezra, did was read the Bible to them.  



In Nehemiah 8:3, it says, ‘All the people stood from breakfast to lunch to 

hear God's words read to them.’ And then the Levites, Ezra's assistant 

pastors, explained to the people what it meant (8:7-8). Ezra read the Bible 

and the Levites made personalized sermons so people would know how to 

live out the Bible. 

 

This is why we need to meet together and not just read the Bible or watch 

sermons online in isolation. We need fellowship and encouragement. We 

need to be taught the practical implications and appropriate application of 

the Bible to our lives. We even need to be corrected which can happen 

when we meet with our spiritual leaders and talk about what we’re hearing 

and reading from the Bible.  

 

The Jews hear God's word and start to grieve (8:9). Ancient Jews grieved 

differently than we do today. Our grief is private and quiet. Theirs is public 

and loud. We weep but they wail. We grieve in a composed way (stiff upper 

lip and all that) but they throw themselves to the ground and cover their 

heads with dirt to show their grief. Can you imagine a crowd of thousands 

doing this? 

 

Why would they grieve in response to the Bible? It doesn't say but I surmise 

it's because they heard about how rebellious & sinful, they were. In the very 

next chapter, it describes how their ancestors repeatedly sinned against 

God. 'They were arrogant, stiff-necked and did not obey God's 

commands. They refused to listen to God and forgot the miracles he 

did for them. They even made idols of stone and wood saying to them, 

“we worship you as god”’ (9:16-18). 

 

It was their sin that weakened them and let them be captured by foreign 

armies and then languish in Exile for 70 years. They had a checkered past 

full of dirty laundry, and their sin caused them great pain individually and 

nationally. This is why they grieve. 

 

We too should grieve over our sin because sin destroys. It separates us 

from God and all that is good. It turns us against each other and ruins our 

relationships.  



Proverbs 14:34 says, 'Righteousness exalts a nation but sin destroys a 

nation'. Instead of grieving our sin and turning from it, our society tolerates 

and even celebrates it, saying, ‘Let's have a parade and call it good and 

right as we disobey God's holy word’. God help us to grieve what God 

grieves! 

 

Now, after grief comes joy. Grief is just a season we go through as we 

endure loss and face up to what is wrong. It’s a season we are to pass 

through. God's word is not meant to leave us down in the dumps but to lift 

us up, to strengthen us and fill us with joy. 

 

This is what Judas missed out on. After he betrayed Jesus he was filled with 

grief, naturally. But he got stuck in his grief, where all he could see was his 

sin and what he did wrong. Instead of letting God turn his grief into joy, 

Judas commits suicide (Matthew 27:3-5). Grief is to be temporary which 

God then turns into joy for us. 

 

This is where the Jews needed correction. The governor, Nehemiah, says to 

them after they wailed for ¼ of the day (which is 3 hours straight), ‘Stop it. 

God doesn't want you to grieve forever. The joy of the Lord is your 

strength’ (8:10). 

 

God wants to fill you with his joy, which will make you strong from the inside 

out. We know how grief and worry weaken us from the inside out and how 

negative emotions harm us physically. Science agrees with what God says 

in Proverbs 17:22, 'A cheerful heart is good medicine but a broken spirit 

dries up the bones'. 

 

God's wants to fill us with his joy so that we become stronger emotionally, 

spiritually and even physically. It truly is the best medicine and it's free! 

Well, what's the prescription? How do we get God's joy in us? 

 

'Stop grieving and start giving' (8:10). Don't grieve but give. They had 

poor people in their city, just like we do. People who can't afford much; 

people who have to choose between, 'Do I pay my rent today or buy food?' 



It's so easy for us who have jobs with money in the bank to forget that a lot 

of people struggle just to stay afloat.  

 

We need to hear what the Holy Spirit says through Nehemiah, ‘Others - 

give to others' (8:10). Nehemiah tells them, 'When you go home to make 

your food, make some for others and give food to those who have 

none' (8:10). Stop focusing on yourself and all the bad that's been done and 

the wrong that's around you and start focusing on others so you can help 

them. 

 

They did and as a result, 'They had great joy' (8:12). Who had great joy - 

those who gave the food or those who received the food? Who had great 

joy – the givers or the receivers? I think it's both. 

 

A local church heard that a family in their neighbourhood was about to be 

evicted from their house for being two months behind on rent. They are a 

family of 10 with 6 kids, 2 parents who were both unemployed due to Covid-

19 and their 2 elderly mothers, both widows who had major health needs. 

Their rental house was just a run-down, tiny 3-bedroom, 1-bathroom house, 

which now they couldn’t afford. 

 

The family didn't even attend the church. It was a church member who lived 

near them that told the Elders of their need and asked if the church could 

help them financially. The church didn’t have much money coming in 

because of Covid, but they had a benevolent fund – money sitting in the 

bank which members had donated for others in need.  

 

The Elder met and decided to give $7000 from the benevolent fund to this 

family. $6000 paid their back rent of two months and their current month. 

Because there was little food in the house and six kids grow out of their 

clothes and shoes often, the church gave them $1000 in Walmart gift cards. 

The look of joy on their faces was priceless. 

 

Whose joy was priceless? The givers or the receivers? I think it’s both 

because Jesus says, 'It is more blessed to give than receive' (Acts 

20:35). We give to others and we receive God’s joy.  



How many churches have benevolent monies unused, just sitting in a bank? 

Give it away. It was donated for others. 

 

How many of us have money sitting in the bank, earning no interest, that we 

don't even need because all our needs are met? Give it away. God loans it 

to us so we can give it to others. Don't grieve, but give, says God. 

 

God’s word should always lead us to focus less on self and more on others 

– to lift people up. Sadly though, some use the Bible to beat people down. 

They quote the bible in order to justify owning slaves and beating their kids, 

to keep women silent and black people underprivileged. 

 

Any application of the Bible that doesn't lead us to love God & to love those 

he loves is wrong. Every verse we read and every message we hear, our 

first response should be, 'Others - how can I help someone else based on 

this Bible truth?’ 

 

'Others' was the one word General William Booth used when we was asked 

to sum up the new organization he called the Salvation Army, which he and 

his wife Catherine founded. It was a brand-new movement in London, 

England 150 years ago, so people would ask, 'What is the Salvation Army, 

Mr. Booth, and why did you start this organization?' He replied with one 

word: 'others’ Today, it is still true as they exist to give money and spiritual 

help to others in need.   

 

The Bible is full of commands telling us to focus on others: ‘Be generous to 

others’, ‘Share with one another’, ‘Put up with others’, ‘Forgive one another’, 

‘Pray for each other’, ‘Put other's needs ahead of your own’, ‘Honour each 

other’. This is the first part of God's prescription for having true joy – 

‘Others’. 

 

The second part of his prescription is to obey, to do what God says. After 

they give food to those in need, it says the Jews collect branches to build 

temporary huts to live in for a week. Why? They did this to obey what God 

had commanded through Moses 900 years earlier (8:14-16).  



God had commanded them once a year to build temporary huts to live in for 

a week so they will always remember how God cared for them in the desert. 

 

It had been 800 years since the Jews last obeyed this command to 

celebrate the feast of booths, or feast of tabernacles, as many call it. It was 

in their Bible, but they ignored the command for 8 centuries. It would be like 

churches today not ever having communion, though Jesus commands us to, 

or not baptizing anyone for 800 years, though we're commanded to. 

 

When Ezra read the Bible, they heard this command and said, 'We better 

start obeying it' and they did, not just once but for centuries after because 

we see in John 7 that Jesus goes to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of 

booths. 

 

Is there a command God has given you that you have forgotten about or 

failed to obey? Like prayer? God commands us to pray for all in authority 

over us and to pray without ceasing, always giving thanks. Are you praying? 

 

He commands us to be sexually pure & faithful to our spouse, to honour 

God with our bodies. Are you obeying God this way? 

 

How about the Sabbath command? to set aside 1 whole day to not work, 

but to rest & to let God refresh us. Do you have a sabbath once a week? 

Exodus 20:9 commands, ‘Six days shall you labour, but the seventh is 

the Lord's’. It’s why everyone used to call Sunday 'the Lord's day'. 

 

Every time we read the Bible or hear a sermon we need to ask in response: 

How? 1. how can I help others? 2. how can I obey God? Others & Obey: 

remember these two words because they will lead us to joy like we've never 

known before. 

 

Nehemiah 8:17 concludes the story saying, 'Great was their joy'. After the 

people gave food to others who were hungry and obeyed God's command, 

their joy was unspeakable and full of glory. The joy of the Lord became their 

strength just as God promised. 

 



And so it will be for us for when we love God by obeying him and love 

others by helping them, Jesus says these are the two greatest commands 

and great is our joy when we keep them. 

 

His joy can help us through our hardest days. Jesus had it even as he hung 

on the cross dying. It says, 'Who for the joy set before him endured the 

cross…' (Hebrews 12:2). The joy of the Lord will sustain us and strengthen 

us. What an awesome gift and it's free! 

 

I read about Robert Reid, who sits in a wheelchair because he can’t walk. 

His hands are twisted, so he can’t bathe or feed or groom himself. He can't 

dress himself.  He needs his wife and daughter to help him do almost 

everything. 

 

Robert developed cerebral palsy as a missionary in Portugal. Instead of 

returning to the USA though, Robert spent the next 21 years showing God's 

love to the Portuguese. He couldn’t preach verbally because he says his 

voice sounded like an old audiocassette where the tape has been 

overstretched and the tape player turns too slowly.  

 

But Robert could still witness. He’d sit in the main park downtown, saying 

'Hi' to people and offer them a free pamphlet about Jesus. Because of 

Robert's kind smile, some took the pamphlet and read it and believed it’s 

message. 

 

Because of Robert, at least 190 people confessed Christ and were baptized. 

Because of him, pastors and other missionaries have been called into 

ministry. Robert volunteers at the state prison, correcting the inmates' 

lessons and tests that they write to finish their high school diplomas. His 

mind works great, though his body doesn't cooperate.   

 

In his autobiography, called 'Bursting with Life', Robert says, “I have 

everything I need for joy: my family loves me, God has saved me and I get 

to help others to know him'. The joy of the Lord is Robert's strength and it 

can be ours today. Give to others; obey God and his joy will be our strength. 

 



Song: 

The Joy of the Lord (by Twila Paris) watch by clicking the url : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8K6cJAPOtl4 

or read the lyrics below: 

1 The joy of the Lord will be my strength. I will not falter, I will not faint. 

He is my Shepherd, I am not afraid. The joy of the Lord is my strength. 

 

Chorus: The joy of the Lord, the joy of the Lord, the joy of the Lord is my 

strength. 

 

2 The joy of the Lord will be my strength. He will uphold me all of my days. 

I am surrounded by mercy and grace and the joy of the Lord is my strength. 

Repeat Chorus 

 

3 The joy of the Lord will be my strength. I will not waiver, walking by faith. 

He will be strong to deliver me safe and the joy of the Lord is my strength. 

Repeat Chorus 

 

Pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8K6cJAPOtl4


A note from Farringdon Church Music Director Derek Tiller 

My dear Farringdon Family, 
 
Here is another music reflection which I hope you will enjoy and find both 
meaningful and helpful. 
 
Antonio Vivaldi, nicknamed the red priest for his flaming red hair, worked as head 
musician and music teacher at an orphanage in Venice. The boys were taught a 
trade while the girls were taught music. The best musicians were encouraged to 
stay and become part of the school's famous orchestra.  Most of Vivaldi’s 
compositions were written for this group of female musicians. 
 
I chose for this reflection Vivaldi’s Gloria in D Major RV 589.  As part of a multi-
movement work composed for the Mass, the Gloria is the opening number.  
Keeping in mind where the Gloria falls in the service, this movement is a depiction 
of all of heaven and earth praising God for his gifts and blessings through his Son 
Jesus Christ. 
 
There are many idiomatic baroque writing techniques used by Vivaldi and they 
clearly show his skill as a composer. The use of trumpets, particularly during the 
baroque period, was reserved for kings, royalty, and God. The opening also has a 
clear melody based on octave leaps defining the link between heaven and earth. A 
halo of strings is also incorporated into the melody to signify the angelic and 
heavenly quality of this connection. 
 
As you listen to this masterwork, remember that this is one person's musical 
picture of the glory of God and the heavenly throngs.  As wonderful as any human 
musical picture- painting may be, we must remember that, even if divinely inspired, 
it is only the merest glimpse of heaven and God as filtered through human senses. 
 
As in my first reflection, find a time and location to listen to this music without 
distraction. Close your eyes and let the music wash over you. Reflect and consider 
how the blessings of God have affected and intersected with your life.  Truly listen 
to the clear picture of God’s and heaven’s glory as painted and depicted by Vivaldi. 
 



As I continue to shelter at home during this pandemic, I am continually in awe of 
the ongoing story of God’s blessings and forgiveness with renewal through nature.  
 
Watch the plants and trees, take pleasure in the songs of birds and yes, 
acknowledge the antics of our mammalian friends such as chipmunks and squirrels.  
Even the lowly insects are a part of God’s world......and his plan. 
 
Rejoice with me in knowing that God watches over everyone and everything on this 
earth. We are in the midst of a trial. We will make it through together. The proof is 
before our eyes everyday. 
 
God bless, 
 
Derek Tiller 
 
The following is a Youtube link to a performance of this piece. Others are available 
on Youtube as well. 
 
https://youtu.be/dXR1talO_B0 
 
Also, there are multiple audio versions on CD available for purchase on Amazon if 
you or someone you know is able to order. 

https://youtu.be/dXR1talO_B0

