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Sunday May 31, 2020 Mini-Worship Service from Rev. Mike Rattee 

Pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Read Acts 2:1-21: 

1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 

the whole house where they were sitting.  

3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 

each of them.  

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 

as the Spirit enabled them. 

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 

heaven.  

6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because 

each one heard their own language being spoken.  

7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?  

8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?  

9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 

Rome  

11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 

declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  

12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 



14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say.  

15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!  

16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old 

men will dream dreams. 

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those 

days, and they will prophesy. 

19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below,  blood 

and fire and billows of smoke. 

20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of 

the great and glorious day of the Lord. 

21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 

Listen to: 

The song, There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit (by Doris Akers) by clicking the url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHbyJ03afP0 

or read the lyrics below 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place and I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord. 

There are sweet expressions on each face and I know that it's the presence of the 

Lord. 

Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet Heavenly Dove, 

Stay right here with us filling us with your love. 

And for these blessings we lift our hands in praise. 

Without a doubt we know that we have been revived when we shall leave this 

place. 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xHbyJ03afP0


Read Galatians 5:16-26: 

16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  

17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 

whatever you want. 

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions  

21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that 

those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness,  

23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires.  

25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  

26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 

Mike's Message: Pentecost Sunday: God’s Holy Spirit (Acts 2, Galatians 5) 

 

What good is a balloon without air, a car without gas, and a kite without wind? 

They’re not much good if they’re powerless. All show but no go.  

What good is the church without the Holy Spirit? Same answer – not much good, 

powerless.  

 

This is why Jesus says to his disciples in John 16:7, ‘It is for your good that I am 

going away. Unless I go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go, I 

will send him to you.’ The Comforter is another name for the Holy Spirit.  

 

I’m sure this confused the disciples – ‘Good for us? How is your leaving good for 

us? We want you to be with us, Jesus.’ When someone we love is close to us, we 

don’t want to lose them. Leaving is bad. Staying is good.  

 



So Jesus explains, ’I must physically return to my Father in heaven so that my 

Spirit can be with you and live in you forever’.  What a miracle that God became 

flesh and was born as a baby in Bethlehem. How incredible that he walked on 

earth for 33 years and he looked like us, talked like us, and laughed like us. For the 

first time in history they could touch God and be hugged by God.  

 

This was a billion times better than in the Old Testament when God appeared 

rarely and then only to his choicest servants – Abraham, Moses, Isaiah. And then 

God had to veil himself or disguise himself so that his glory wouldn’t kill the people 

he appeared to. Isaiah saw God in a vision, Abraham saw three men, and Moses 

could see just a part of God on Mount Sinai. Only the high priest could meet with 

God in the holiest place of his temple only once a year. You and I would never have 

experienced God up close and personal back then.  

 

So Jesus came to make God up close and personal but only for 33 years and really 

for only 3 years when he had disciples and did miracles. God was here but in just 

one country of the world – Israel – and for just three years. That’s why John 1:14 

says, ‘Jesus dwelt, or tented, among us’. His incarnation was a brief camping trip, 

just tenting with us.  

 

And when he ascends back to heaven, then what? Do we go back to the Old 

Testament system of God being so remote and distant that hardly anyone can be 

close to God? No, says Jesus. The next phase of God’s revelation will be way 

different than before and greater than ever for God himself will come to live 

within you forever by his Spirit.  

 

Jesus calls the Spirit God’s gift to us. When we give gifts to each other we try to 

give something the person really needs. For his birthday and at Christmas we give 

our son socks, and shirts, and even underwear because he needs them. He doesn’t 

think he needs them. He thinks he needs the latest video games, but we, as his 

parents who love him, knows what he needs and give it to him - and not just on 

major holidays, but every day of the year – we give him food and housing, our love 

and protection, and everything else he needs to grow.  

 



Well, God knows our greatest need is to know him, to have a close personal 

relationship with him so he gave us his very self in his Holy Spirit. The greatest gift 

of all that anyone could ever receive is God’s loving, healing presence. We 

celebrate this every Christmas in Jesus and today we celebrate it in the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost, also called the birthday of the church.   

 

‘It’s good that I go’, says Jesus, ‘so you can have God’s constant presence and 

power’.  The Holy Spirit may be the most neglected and misunderstood member of 

the trinity. In the Apostles’ Creed we have 9 words to describe God, the Father; 68 

words for God, the Son; and just 2 words for the Holy Spirit. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit. And in our church’s version of the creed we say Holy Ghost, which I think 

confuses people even more. I was taught to not believe in ghosts.  

 

I noticed our hymnals have a similar ratio with many hymns about God, the Father, 

most hymns are about Jesus, and just a few songs for the  Holy Spirit, which we 

sing maybe once or twice a year. I wonder if our impotence as a church is due to 

our ignorance of the Holy Spirit. God gave us his presence so we would have 

power to be and to do all that God wants us to be and to do.  

 

On our own we are powerless to change ourselves and our society. We’re like a 

kite with no wind, a car with no gas, a balloon with no air. We need power from on 

high and thank God he gives us power to change our communication and our 

character.  

 

First, power to change our communication: Jesus says in Acts 1:8, ‘You will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” He spoke this to his 

disciples who previously had been hiding out behind locked doors in fear that they 

would be arrested next. Their fear made them powerless to stand up and speak up 

for Jesus. Remember Peter three times denying that he even knew Jesus? 

Powerless.  

 

But in Acts 2 Peter stands up in a crowd of strangers and boldly proclaims that 

Jesus is God’s risen Son, who will save all who trust in him. 3000 people repented 



of sin, believed in Jesus, and were baptized as a result of his sermon. Talk about 

powerful communication!  

 

How did that happen? Did Peter just look at himself in the mirror every morning 

and say to himself seven times, ‘C’mon Pete, you can do it, you can talk about 

Jesus’. No, Acts 2 describes how God’s Holy Spirit came from heaven to fill the 

disciples and change them. 

 

The Holy Spirit even gave people power to communicate in a language they had 

never learned (Acts 2:4-8). Some call it speaking in tongues, but it’s not that they 

grew multiple tongues physically. No, they had power to communicate in a 

language new or unknown to them.  

 

Why did God do this? Because visiting Jerusalem that day were people from 16 far-

away countries like Iran, Yemen, Oman, Iraq, Turkey, Egypt and Libya. They didn’t 

speak Hebrew and the disciples certainly didn’t speak Farsi or Egyptian or Arabic.  

 

Language is a great barrier between people. It divides us. But God wants every 

person on the planet that he has made to know about his Son and how they can be 

saved from their sin. So he gave them power to communicate the good news 

clearly so these visitors can go home changed and tell their communities about 

who changed them.  

 

Whenever something good happens to us we want to share it with someone. After 

dating for six years, we’re finally engaged. Look at my ring. A high school grad 

applied to study at 3 different universities. After months of waiting and checking 

the mail daily, the letter finally comes from his top pick, ‘Congratulations on your 

admission to our university’. You think he’s going to keep that to himself?  

 

Take a sponge. If you squeeze it, what comes out? Whatever is inside, right? if it’s 

full of water, water comes out. If it was used to mop up an oil spill then oil comes 

out. If it’s dry and filled with nothing, then what comes out? Nothing, or some 

might say a bit of air comes out. Whatever fills us comes out when we 

communicate. Jesus says ‘we speak out of the overflow of our hearts’ (Luke 6:45).  



Have you ever met someone full of herself? All she talks about is what concerns 

her. Hard-core sports fans can talk for hours about sports even to those not 

interested. What should the church, who is the body of Christ, full of the Holy 

Spirit, talk about?  

 

When Katelyn meets with the kids and teens, whether in person as before, or now 

on Zoom, she doesn’t talk about the weather or the latest celebrity news. She tells 

them about Jesus and how he can change their lives. I don’t preach politics or 

etiquette or how to improve your finances. I preach Christ, crucified, risen, exalted 

and coming again. Our communication reveals what matters most to us and what 

or who we are full of.  

 

The Holy Spirit gives us power to change our communication so that it is first and 

foremost about God and his goodness to us. Secondly, the Holy Spirit gives us 

power to change our character and our conduct. Galatians 5:22-26 says, ‘The fruit 

of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since 

we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become 

conceited, provoking and envying each other.’ 

 

I’m sure that all of us have something in our lives we’re not proud of and wish we 

could change. I was surprised to hear a Christian leader, a celebrity really, admit 

that his list is quite long of character flaws he wish he could change. He gave a few 

examples like being hard on his staff, treating them as employees more than 

people and saying things he wish he didn’t say. 

 

One character trait in this list that I need is self-control – to control my time so 

that it is used more for God and for good than for self and for sin – to pray instead 

of play, to say ‘no’ to my flesh which craves constant attention. I admire people 

who get up at 5 A.M. to exercise, and then spend an hour in prayer. At work they 

politely decline the free donuts and never use their work computer to watch 

Youtube or play Candy Crush.  



Well, the good news is that God’s Holy Spirit gives us the power to change our 

character and our conduct so we will be more loving and patient with people, 

more faithful and self-controlled. He is able; we just have to let him. And when we 

do, people around us will notice. Our witness will increase. Jesus said the world 

will know we’re his disciples not by our ability to quote the Bible or by how often 

we attend church or any other religious thing we do, but, ‘They will know we 

belong to Christ when we have love for each other’ (John 13:35).  

 

Jesus also says that. ‘When we let our lights shine, people will see our good 

deeds and glorify God in heaven’ (Matthew 5:16). That means our life changes will 

lead them to change. A well-known singer said that she became a Christian after 

she saw the difference God made in her dad’s life. Her dad was both an alcoholic 

and a workaholic, who had little affection for his kids. He’d fly off the handle for no 

reason and so as kids they kept their distance.  

 

Well, a friend at work witnessed to him and invited him to a men’s meeting at his 

church. Her dad finally went, and in time put his faith in Jesus. She said that after a 

few days she began to see changes in her dad. He didn’t hang out at the bar with 

his friends after work. He came home. They ate supper together. He took an 

interest in his kids schooling and their hobbies. He hardly ever drank at home and 

rarely yelled at them, He wasn’t perfect, of course. He stumbled, like we all do. But 

he was so much more God-focused and family-focused that it was like having a 

new dad.  

 

As a kid, one of my favourite school activities was show-and-tell, where we could 

bring in a favourite toy to show the class an then talk about why it is our favourite 

toy. I liked those days because it meant we didn’t have to do Math or Spelling. We 

could just hear about toys.  

 

What I didn’t like was having to talk in front of the class. I wished I could just show 

the toy and be done. I was afraid to talk. I’m not sure why because nothing bad 

ever happened when I talked. They didn’t laugh at me or throw rotten tomatoes, 

like I feared. In fact, I found that I started talking about my toy I got excited and 

wanted to show more of what it could do and say more of why I liked it.  



I remember my teacher had to cut me off more than once so other kids had time 

for their toys.  

 

We have nothing to fear when it comes to speaking about God and why he is the 

Love of our life. People need to hear it and are more spiritually hungry than we 

realize. The Holy Spirit has filled us with power to change so that our 

communication and our character witness to God who is able to make all things 

new.  

 

With our lips and our lives let’s proclaim that Jesus truly loves and saves. Let’s 

show and tell our neighbours that God is good and able to turn every sinner into a 

saint. I like how country singer, Billy Joe Shaver, put his Christian testimony into his 

song. He says, ‘I’m just an old chunk of coal, but I’m gonna be a diamond 

someday’. Because of God’s Holy Spirit in you that’s also your truth today.  

 

Listen to: 

the song, Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God (by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend) by 

clicking the url link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nbMfLQd2P4 

or read the lyrics below: 

 

1. Holy Spirit, living breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Bring the presence of the risen Lord to renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause your Word to come alive in me. Give me faith for what I cannot see. 

Give me passion for your purity. Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

 

2. Holy Spirit, come abide within, may your joy be seen in all I do— 

Love enough to cover every sin in each thought and deed and attitude. 

Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace. 

Turn my striving into works of grace. Breath of God, show Christ in all I do. 

 

3. Holy Spirit, from creation's birth, giving life to all that God has made. 

Show your power once again on earth. Cause your church to hunger for your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise. Lead us on the road of sacrifice -  

That in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nbMfLQd2P4


 

Pray: 

 

Loving God, we thank you for your Holy Spirit, who reigns with you and your Son 

over all creation. 

Your Spirit came on your prophets so they could speak your truth in love. 

He filled King Solomon with your wisdom and King David with your praise.  

By your Spirit, Jesus was born in Mary and baptized by John.  

He enabled Jesus to live a perfect life and to endure the cross with joy. 

By the power of your Spirit, you raised him from the dead on Sunday. 

Spirit of life, please fill our emptiness.  

Spirit of love, change us until we are like Jesus.  

Spirit of God, flow through us and the gifts you’ve given to us  

so that all can experience your life-changing power. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


