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Sunday May 24, 2020 Mini-Worship Service from Rev. Mike Rattee 

Pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Read Psalm 19: 

1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. 

2 Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him known. 

3 They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard. 

4 Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the 

world. God has made a home in the heavens for the sun. 

5 It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding. It rejoices like a great 

athlete eager to run the race. 

6 The sun rises at one end of the heavens and follows its course to the other end. 

Nothing can hide from its heat. 

7 The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the 

Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 

8 The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The 

commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living. 

9 Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever. The laws of the Lord are true; 

each one is fair. 

10 They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold. They are sweeter than 

honey, even honey dripping from the comb. 



11 They are a warning to your servant, a great reward for those who obey them. 

12 How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart? Cleanse me from these hidden 

faults. 

13 Keep your servant from deliberate sins! Don’t let them control me. Then I will 

be free of guilt and innocent of great sin. 

14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing to you, 

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

The song, Creation Calls (by Brian Doerksen) by clicking the url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poEsLPsLCHQ (kids who watch the video 

should count and name out loud the creatures they see) 

or lyrics below:  

1. I have felt the wind blow whispering your name. 

I have seen your tears fall when I watch the rain. 

How could I say there is no God when all around creation calls? 

A singing bird, a mighty tree, the vast expanse of open sea. 

2. Gazing at a bird in flight, soaring through the air. 

Lying down beneath the stars, I feel your presence there. 

I love to stand at ocean shore and feel the thundering breakers roar, 

To walk through golden fields of grain 'neath endless blue horizon's flame. 

3, Listening to a river run, watering the earth. 

Fragrance of a rose in bloom, a newborns cry at birth. 

How could I say there is no God when all around creation calls? 

A singing bird, a mighty tree, the vast expanse of open sea. 

I love to stand at ocean shore And feel the thundering breakers roar, 

To walk through golden fields of grain 'neath endless blue horizon's flame 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poEsLPsLCHQ


chorus: I believe (repeat) 

I believe just like a child 

Read Luke 16:19-31: 

19 Jesus said, “There was a certain rich man who was splendidly clothed in purple 

and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury. 

20 At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores. 

21 As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs 

would come and lick his open sores. 

22 “Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham 

at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, 

23 and he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in 

the far distance with Lazarus at his side. 

24 “The rich man shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over 

here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in 

these flames.’ 

25 “But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had 

everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being 

comforted, and you are in anguish.  

26 And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you 

from here, and no one can cross over to us from there.’ 

27 “Then the rich man said, ‘Please, Father Abraham, at least send him to my 

father’s home. 

28 For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them, so they don’t end up in 

this place of torment.’ 

29“But Abraham said, ‘Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers 

can read what they wrote.’ 

30 “The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent to them 

from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to God.’ 



31 “But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, they won’t 

be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

Mike's Message: Living in Light of Eternity (Luke 16) 

April 19, 1995 was a day of great tragedy in the USA when 168 people were killed 

and over 650 injured in the Oklahoma City bombing. It is still the worst act of 

domestic terrorism ever in the USA. Tim McVeigh was convicted and put to death 

for the crime. Mike Fortier was also convicted and had to pay a $200,000 fine and 

serve 12 years in prison though he did not develop or detonate the bomb. He was 

not there at the bombing. His crime was that he knew about the bombing before it 

occurred but didn't warn anyone. He knew it was coming but told no one. 

In Luke 16, Jesus warns everyone about an event before it occurs that will affect us 

forever. He knows it's coming and, in his mercy, tells us that it's coming so we can 

prepare for it now. He warns us by telling a story about two men – one unnamed 

rich man and one poor man named Lazarus. These two guys differ in many ways: 

Rich Man                                                                                     Lazarus 

lots of money                                                                                no money 

lives in a mansion                                                                         lives on the street 

dressed in designer suits                                                            dressed in rags 

feasts daily                                                                      starves daily, begging for crumbs 

healthy                                                                                           sick, covered with sores 

well known, respected by many                                  unknown, disrespected by many 

a boss                                                                                             a beggar 

Rich man lives high on the hog while Lazarus is licked by dogs. 

Though they're very different, rich man and Lazarus have this in common: they're 

both men made in the image of God with eternal souls and they both die. Death is 

the one equalizer that no one escapes. Billionaires might be able to buy a few 

more months of treatments and the best care, but all of us must die. 



I imagine rich man's death made the news and he had a big funeral where people 

gushed about how important he was and how much they'll miss him. I doubt 

anyone said they'll miss Lazarus. No funeral, no media coverage.  

They probably just threw his body in the dump. Jesus doesn't focus on their death. 

He simply says 'they died'. 

Jesus focuses on their lives post-mortem - where they go after they die. Lazarus 

goes to feast with Abraham in heaven (16:22) while rich man goes to torment 

(16:23). Four times Jesus says that rich man was in 'agony' or 'torment' (:23, 24, 

25, 28). His agony is both physical and emotional. He tells Abraham to send 

Lazarus to him with water so he can cool his burning tongue (16:24). That's 

physical agony. Then he tells Abraham to send Lazarus to earth to warn his five 

brothers to repent so they don't end up in torment forever (16:27-28). Fearing for 

his family's fate is emotional agony. 

Rich man, who is so used to bossing people around and getting his way on earth, is 

told, 'No! Lazarus is not your water boy and your brothers already have a witness 

called the Bible. If they won't obey the Bible's many commands to repent, then 

they won't believe someone who rises from the dead'. 

And then comes the greatest agony of all when Abraham says, 'You are stuck in 

this state forever. There's a grand canyon between you and Lazarus. He can't cross 

to where you are and you can't cross to where he is' (16:26). We can endure many 

painful events if we know there is an end in sight. But to be permanently 

tormented with no hope of change or relief – well, that truly is hellish. 

Why does Jesus tell us this story? I used to think the moral was to be kind to 

strangers and generous to beggars. Don't ignore the beggar at our gate or we'll 

pay for it in the next life. Of course, Jesus wants us to be generous and help the 

poor, but this passage doesn't clearly state that. Rich man may have donated to 

other charities, as rich people often do. We mustn't build doctrine on such scant 

details. 

Jesus doesn't say why Lazarus goes to heaven and why rich man goes to torment. 

He doesn't mention their character or spirituality at all. We don't know if either of 



them prayed or went to synagogue, or read the Bible. We don't know what they 

did on earth to warrant their eternal destiny.  

Jesus simply says that Lazarus had many needs and rich man had many comforts. 

He certainly doesn't reinforce the age-old lie that good people go to heaven and 

bad people go to hell. 

Nor does he say that it's wrong to be rich, although many other times he warned 

about how we can't serve both God and money (16:13). Only one can be our 

passion. He doesn't teach that we should all be poor and sick like Lazarus in order 

to end up in heaven. Then, what is Jesus saying? 

To know that, it helps to know his target audience. 16:14 says, 'The Pharisees, who 

were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Jesus.' 

The Pharisees believed that the wealthy were blessed by God and the poor were 

cursed by God. They got this from Moses saying that if you obey God your harvest 

will be abundant, but if you sin your crops will fail (Deuteronomy 7-8). The 

problem is that Moses meant it corporately, as a general rule for the nation. The 

Pharisees took it specifically and applied it to individuals. 'I obey God, so I am 

wealthy. Lazarus is a bum because he doesn't obey God'. They equated riches with 

being righteous, and suffering with sinning. 

And Jesus turns their theories upside-down. Lazarus suffers on earth but then 

rejoices eternally. Rich man rejoices on earth but then suffers eternally. So, who is 

the righteous one? Who is truly blessed by God? The one whom God helps. That is 

the literal meaning of Lazarus' name – the one whom God helps. It's why Jesus 

tells us his name but leaves rich man unnamed. 

God would have loved to help rich man in his earthly life and I'm sure he tried to 

many times. God pursues every person he has made. In love he comes to us often, 

'Let me love you. I want to bless you. Let me forgive you and father you and be 

your boss'. God knows we need him but we don't always know that we need him. 

And the more we have, the harder it is to know that we need him. That's why 

Jesus says, 'how hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God' (Matthew 

19:23). 



Wealth buys us all we want but blinds us to what we really need. Jesus says that 

on earth rich man had all he wanted (16:26) but clearly he didn't have what he 

needed, which is a saving relationship with his Maker. Jesus asks the Pharisees and 

us, 'Do you? Do you love God more than your money and your things?  

Are you truly righteous? Or, are you a poser – pretending to be righteous but really 

consumed by the comforts of this world? Are you ignoring your real need in 

pursuing your wants? 

Sobering questions we need to answer, for all of eternity hangs in the balance. Out 

future depends on our focus. Those who know they need God will forever live in 

God's loving presence for God helps – not those who help themselves (that's a 

saying we should banish forever) – God helps those who can't help themselves, 

who cast themselves on God's grace and say, 'Lord, be merciful to me – a sinner'. 

Jesus is calling us to live today as if eternity is at stake, because it is. Heed his call 

to repent of sin and turn to him for salvation. Don't trust in your own wisdom or 

wealth or health or anything else for it all will fail you on the day you die. And then 

what? Where will you spend eternity? I pray it is in heaven, feasting with all the 

saints and your Saviour, celebrating that you too are a Lazarus 'one whom God 

helps'. 

One man heard this story and was struck in his spirit that Jesus meant it for him. 

His name was Albert who, at at the time, had a very good career going. He had 

three doctorates (in medicine, theology, and philosophy) and so was brilliant. He 

was gifted musically – one of the best concert organists in all of Europe who 

specialized in Johann Sebastian Bach's music.  

He was wealthy, married, and at age 38 in the prime of his life, he gave up his plum 

job as a professor in Vienna to move to the jungles of darkest Africa to care for the 

sick and establish a hospital. Dr. Albert Schweitzer won the Nobel peace prize in 

1952 for his generous humanitarian efforts with the poor and sick in Africa. He was 

a rich man who said, 'I need to change. I'm going to help the Lazaruses in my 

world. From now on I will live in light of eternity'. 

Listen to The hymn, Praise to the Lord by clicking the url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNq0WtMSmIY


or lyrics below: 

1. Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the King of creation 

O my soul praise him for he is thy health and salvation 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near. Join me in glad adoration 

2. Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth 

Shelters thee under his wings, yea so gently sustaineth 

Hast thou not seen, How thy desires have been granted in what he ordaineth. 

Halleluiah (repeat) 

3.  Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper they work and defend thee. 

Surely, his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee, 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do if with his love he befriend thee 

4. Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him 

Let the amen, sound from his people again. Gladly forever adore him 

Halleluiah (repeat) 

 

Pray:  

Heavenly Father, we praise you as Creator of all. 

You spoke and the universe came into existence and there was light.  

And now you sustain all things by your powerful word.  

Sustain all who serve you today, whether in hospitals or nursing homes or prisons.  

Those who drive for us, police us, and protect us in the military - defend them, 

Lord.  

Heavenly Father, we praise you as our Redeemer. 



You took the punishment we deserve for our selfishness and sin. You rescued us 

from darkness and death.  

Thank you that your mercy never runs out and your love never fails.  

Grant us your generous spirit so we can help the poor and needy.  

Thank you for all your blessings and help us to bless others in your name. 

We ask through Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 


