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Sunday May 17, 2020 Mini-Worship Service from Rev. Mike Rattee 

The Lord be with you! 

Pray:  (from Psalm 121 and Ephesians 3:20-21) 

Today, we lift up our eyes asking, ‘Where does our help come from?’ 

Our help comes from you Lord, Maker of heaven and earth.  

You protect us from falling 24-7, 365 days a year.  

You watch over us in love all day and all night so no evil can harm us.  

You care for every detail of our lives now and forevermore.  

We praise you as the only One who can do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine. 

Your power at work in us is more than enough for our every trial.  

To God be all the glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, Amen. 

 

The hymn: Be Still for the Presence of the Lord (author David Evans) by clicking the 

url link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-zhHfDA 

Or read the lyrics below: 

1. Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Come bow before him now with reverence and fear. 

In him no sin is found. We stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

2. Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire; with splendour he is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-zhHfDA


3. Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace - 

No work too hard for him. In faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

 

Read Isaiah 6:1-8: 

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  

2 Above him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying.  

3 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the 

whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 

was filled with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 

Almighty.” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 

taken with tongs from the altar.  

7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your 

guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go 

for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

 

Read John 21:1-17: 

1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It 

happened this way:  



2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 

the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.  

3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with 

you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize 

that it was Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 

When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of 

fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as 

Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around 

him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.  

8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  

9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and 

some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 

Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large 

fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn.  

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask 

him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread 

and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish.  

14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised 

from the dead. 

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 

do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 



16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, 

Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 

hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 

you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 

 

Mike's Message: Overcoming Failure (John 21) 

This week I Googled the topic ‘overcoming failure’ and got 125 books and 940 

websites to check out – all to help me overcome failure. It’s a popular topic.  

Strangely, Google didn’t include the Bible in its results, yet this is the # 1 book on 

how to overcome failure. It’s the Bible’s major theme, written for failures like me. 

And one chapter especially focuses on overcoming failure - John 21.  

 

In John 21 Peter says he is going fishing and six other disciples say, ‘We’re going 

with you’ because no one should fish alone. They fish at night, which I guess is 

when the fish are most plentiful.  

 

Remember, these guys are pros who’ve fished lake Galilee for decades. They made 

their living off of this lake, which is why it’s so weird to read in 21:3, ‘They caught 

nothing.’ Not a few fish or two little fish – nothing, zero, nada.  

 

This had happened to them only once before. They always came home with 

something after a night of fishing, but tonight – nothing. It’s as weird as if Wayne 

Gretzky took ten shots on an empty net and didn’t score once. Unheard of! I can 

imagine their foul mood on the boat as the sun rises ‘cause skunked fishermen 

ain’t happy.  

 

If that’s true among us who just fish for fun, it’s even more true for those who fish 

for food – commercial fishermen who have to pay their rent and feed their family. 

They can’t afford to go home with nothing.  

 



On shore a guy yells to them, ‘Have you caught no fish?’ (21:5) What a strange 

question. When I see someone fishing for fun, I’ll ask, ‘Have you caught anything 

yet?’ or, ‘What have you caught?’  

 

Some Bible translations change the words to sound like Jesus asks a positive 

question: ‘Have you caught any fish?’ but in the original Greek he literally stresses 

the negative: ‘Have you caught no fish, nothing?’ It’s like he knows they failed.  

 

How hard it must have been for them to admit to this stranger, ‘Correct, we 

caught nothing. We failed’. None of us likes to admit we failed. We’ll do everything 

we can to project a strong, successful image to the world, pretending that failing is 

what other people do, but not us.  

 

A man got fired from his job for insubordination but was too proud and too afraid 

to tell his wife, so each morning he dressed for work, went out the door, and nine 

hours later came home as if he’d put in a full day at the office. When she’d ask, 

‘How was work today?’ he’d say, ‘Fine’ and make up some story about his job. He 

kept up this charade for three weeks straight until a co-worker / friend innocently 

asked his wife how his job search was going. He’d hoped to get hired so his wife 

would never know that he got fired.  

 

If we can’t admit our failures, we’ll forever be stuck in a web of lies. Pretending to 

have it all together and to be better than we really are keeps us from growing and 

going forward. True victory starts when we admit, ‘I failed. Despite my best effort I 

caught nothing and got nothing’. It’s why at AA meetings, new members are asked 

to stand up, give their name, and admit, ‘I’m an alcoholic’.  

 

Jesus says in John 8:32, ‘When you know the Truth, the Truth will set you free’ 

and some of us today need to be set free from our failures. We need to fully admit 

past tense, ‘I failed’ and in the present tense, ‘I am failing’ and in the future, ‘I will 

fail’. 

 

Captain Peter failed in his faith and in his fishing. Remember the night Jesus was 

arrested? Three times Peter denied that he even knew Jesus -  after he vowed he 



would never forsake his Lord. He says, ‘All others might leave you Jesus, but I 

never will!’ (John 13:37). Peter was so strong, so he thought. So sure of himself 

but he fails past, present, and future.   

 

The guy on shore says, ‘Throw your net on the other side of the boat’ (21:6). They 

still don’t know who it is because they’re 100 yards from shore, and at dawn, it’s 

not bright yet. Maybe, it’s also foggy and hazy.  

 

I’m surprised Peter doesn’t tell the stranger to mind his own business. ‘Throw our 

net on the other side? Yeah, right! As if 10 feet of difference will do anything. Fella, 

we’re the fishing pros.‘ None of that doubt or push-back is written here. It simply 

says that Peter obeyed and then they caught so many fish, the net was 

overflowing (21:6).  

 

Three times John stresses that their net was full of large fish (verses 6, 8, 11). It 

must have been a record catch for John to remember the exact number – 153 fish. 

He could have said, ‘We caught a ton of fish’ but no, ‘We caught 153 large fish’. For 

almost 2000 years now people have puzzled over that number. Why 153? 

Thousands of pages have been written trying to explain the significance of 153.  

 

St. Augustine said 153 is the triangular of 17, which means that if you add all the 

numbers decreasing from 17, you get 153 (17 + 16 + 15 + 14 +13 + 12 + 10 + ... + 1 

= 153). You add the ten commandments to the sevenfold spirit of God and that 

totals 17. It’s an esoteric number, he says. Yeah, so esoteric no one gets it.   

 

St. Jerome said there were 153 species of fish in the Mediterranean Sea identified 

by the Greeks, so this is John’s way of teaching that they had the perfect catch of 

every fish known to men, which means spiritually that the disciples will catch 

people with the Gospel from every nation on earth. Wow – all that in a number! 

 

Others decode the number saying, 1 is for the 1-letter word ‘I’. 5 is for the 5-letter 

word ‘adore’ and 3 is for the 3-letter word ‘you’. So, 153 means ‘I adore you’, 

which is Jesus’ message to his disciples then and now.  

  



There are at least 153 different views on the 153 fish, but I think the reason is 

more practical. They’re going to sell their fish, so of course they would first count 

them. If you sold your used car for $1530 to someone who paid you with a stack of 

ten-dollar bills, would you count them? I would, to make sure I’ve got 153 $10 

bills. I want to be paid what I’m owed.  

 

Plus, if it is a record catch, they would count them for the record. It’s why 

fishermen accurately measure their fish and weigh them today – for the record. 

There’s no secret message in 153 – just that they caught a ton of fish, so much so 

that the net should have broke, but didn’t (21:6,11).  

 

This is the second miracle they see: the net, which they can’t lift, doesn’t break. If 

the news reported that a car crashed into a brick wall at 153 km/h and the car 

didn’t break apart, we wouldn’t focus on the 153 and wonder what hidden 

meaning is in that speed. No, we would say, ‘What?! how can a car not break after 

hitting a brick wall so hard? That’s impossible’. Correct. 

 

The disciples go from 0 to 153 fish ‘like that’ (snap) and their net, which these 

seven strong men couldn’t lift, doesn’t break?! Impossible! Correct, humanly and 

physically impossible, so how did it happen? Some guy on the beach gave them 

good advice. Or, should we say more accurately, ‘The Word of God spoke, and 

when, in faith, they obeyed Him, everything changed! From 0 to 153 ‘like that’ 

(snap).  

 

This is precisely when they realise it is Jesus on the beach – when he does the 

exact same miracle he did for them three years earlier when Jesus first called them 

to follow him. Luke 5 tells us that after Peter fishes all night and catches nothing 

(there’s that same word again – nothing, zero, nada), Jesus tells Peter to cast the 

net in a different spot. Peter argues at first but then obeys and when he does, he 

catches so many fish that the net starts to break, so many fish that his boat begins 

to sink.  

 



Who turned their failure into success three years ago? The same One who turns 

their failure into success now. The one who makes them a fish bbq on the beach 

and says, ‘Come, eat with me’ (21:12-13).  

 

And after they eat, Jesus says to Peter three times, ‘Feed my sheep’. Three times! 

Do you think Peter was hard of hearing? I think Peter was in need of healing 

because his heart was still hurting.  

 

How many times did Peter deny Jesus? Three. If there’s any significance to a 

number in this story it is the number three. 1. Peter, you failed but I forgive you. 2. 

You failed me; I forgive you. 3. Every time you fail, I’ll forgive you.  

 

As great as that is – to be fully forgiven by Jesus, Jesus gives an even greater gift. 

He restores Peter. ‘Feed my sheep’. He reinstates Peter to lead his church. ‘Help 

others’. He entrusts to him his very body, the Church of Jesus Christ. ‘Shepherd my 

flock’. Wow! 

 

When someone fails us and breaks our trust, it is hard enough to forgive them – to 

not make them pay for their sins. That’s why we say, ‘to err is human; to forgive is 

divine’. We are most like Jesus when we forgive an enemy.  

 

But it’s a whole other thing to let that traitor back into our hearts, to treat them as 

if they’d never sinned. To trust them and restore them to a place of honour is near 

impossible. We say that their failure disqualifies them from being who they were 

and leading us again.  

 

But not Jesus. He forgives our failure, forgets all about them, and restores us into 

his presence just as if we’d never sinned. He graces us and gifts us with blessings 

we don’t deserve and certainly could never earn. His grace is far greater than all 

our sin.   

 

How can I overcome my failures? Google gave me many suggestions: read these 

books, try these steps, learn from your mistakes so you don’t repeat them. Not 

bad advice, just not good enough advice, because the record still stands: I blew it. I 



failed. I sinned. And no matter how many times I vow like Peter, ‘Though others 

fail you Jesus, I never will’ I find myself eating my own words. Past, present, and 

future – I fail.  

 

And Jesus says, ‘Mike, I forgive you – past, present and future. Now feed my 

sheep. Help others to know me. Stop beating yourself up and start blessing others 

in my name.’ And what Jesus says to Peter and to me he says to you today, ‘Child, I 

forgive you fully. Now feed my sheep.’   

 

The song: What a Difference You’ve Made (author Archie Jordan, sung by Gordon 

Mote) sing along or listen by clicking the url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RRVPUuoan8 

or read the lyrics below: 

1.What a difference you've made in my life (repeat). 

You're my sunshine day and night.  

O, what a difference you've made in my life. 

2. What a change you have made in my heart (repeat) 

You replaced all the broken parts 

Oh, what a change you have made in my heart. 

Chorus: Love to me was just a word in a song that had been way overused 

But now I've joined in the singing 'cause you've shown me love's true meaning 

That's why I want to spread the news. 

 

Pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1RRVPUuoan8


And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 


