
     

      



I pray this is a joyful Easter Sunday for you, my Farringdon family! 

Normally, we would have corporate communion together. Since we can’t, I ask you 

to get some juice/wine and a piece of bread/cracker so we can each partake after 

the sermon (below).  The Lord will commune with us wherever we gather in his 

name and for his glory. Again, join me in reading, praying and singing aloud the 

words below. Rev. Mike Rattee 

 

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, 

Only you could defeat death by raising Jesus from the grave.  

Thank you for giving us victory and power through him.  

Thank you that you are here with us now by your Spirit. 

Renew our hearts and minds today.  

Give us your joy so we can face these challenging days with confidence. 

Our hope is in you who promises to raise us up on the last day 

and to bless us each step of the way. 

You are making all things new. 

Strengthen your church today so we can display your resurrection power. 

In Jesus’ Holy Name, Amen.  

 

Listen to: the hymn ‘Christ the Lord is Risen Today’ by clicking the blue url link - or 

read the lyrics below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzy7jFNUc3w 

 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heav’ns and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 

2. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Dying once our souls to save, Alleluia! Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

 

3. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death, in vain, forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia! 

 

4. Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia! Foll’wing our exalted Head, Alleluia! 



Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, 

Alleluia! 

 

Bible readings:  Job 42:1-6, 10-13 

1 Then Job replied to the Lord:  

2 “I know that you can do anything and no one can stop you. 

3 You asked, ‘Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorance?’ It is I—and 

I was talking about things I knew nothing about, things far too wonderful for me. 

4 You said, ‘Listen and I will speak! I have some questions for you and you must 

answer them.’ 

5 I had only heard about you before, but now I have seen you with my own eyes. 

6 I take back everything I said, and I sit in dust and ashes to show my repentance.” 

10 When Job prayed for his friends, the Lord restored his fortunes. In fact, the Lord 

gave him twice as much as before!  

11 Then all his brothers, sisters, and former friends came and feasted with him in his 

home. And they consoled him and comforted him because of all the trials the Lord 

had brought against him. And each of them brought him a gift of money and a gold 

ring. 

12 So the Lord blessed Job in the second half of his life even more than in the 

beginning. For now he had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 teams of oxen, and 

1,000 female donkeys.  

13 He also gave Job seven more sons and three more daughters.  

 

Mark 16:1-15, 19-20  

1 Saturday evening, when the Sabbath ended, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome went out and purchased burial spices so they could anoint Jesus’ 

body.  

2 Very early on Sunday morning, just at sunrise, they went to the tomb.  

3 On the way they were asking each other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?”  

4 But as they arrived, they looked up and saw that the stone, which was very large, 

had already been rolled aside. 

5 When they entered the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a white robe sitting 

on the right side. The women were shocked,  



6 but the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead! Look, this is where they laid 

his body.  

7 Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to 

Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.” 

8 The women fled from the tomb, trembling and bewildered, and they said nothing 

to anyone because they were too frightened. Then they briefly reported all this to 

Peter and his companions. Afterward Jesus himself sent them out from east to west 

with the sacred and unfailing message of salvation that gives eternal life.  

9 After Jesus rose from the dead early on Sunday morning, the first person who saw 

him was Mary Magdalene, the woman from whom he had cast out seven demons.  

10 She went to the disciples, who were grieving and weeping, and told them what 

had happened.  

11 But when she told them that Jesus was alive and she had seen him, they didn’t 

believe her. 

12 Afterward he appeared in a different form to two of his followers who were 

walking from Jerusalem into the country.  

13 They rushed back to tell the others, but no one believed them. 

14 Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as they were eating together. He 

rebuked them for their stubborn unbelief because they refused to believe those who 

had seen him after he had been raised from the dead. 

15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to 

everyone.”  

19 When the Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, he was taken up into heaven 

and sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand.  

20 And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord worked through 

them, confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.  

 

Message: Changed by Christ by Rev. Mike Rattee 

 

It’s been said that men are like the weather – you can’t change either one. I beg to 

differ. A friend of mine used to vote Conservative; now he votes Liberal. Another guy 

vowed to be a ‘bachelor till the rapture’; now he’s happily married. In my twenties I 

didn’t like Country music; now I do.  



 

See? We can change. That’s the good news this Easter Sunday - you can be changed. 

 

We see it in Jesus’ first disciples. in Mark 16 most of them do a complete 180 – they 

change their minds about Jesus. Take the female disciples. In Mark 16:1 they go to 

Jesus’ tomb to anoint his corpse with spices. They are sure he is dead because on 

Friday they saw him die and then be buried. But in 16:7 the women tell the male 

disciples, “Jesus is alive”. What a complete 180 – from ‘he’s dead’ to ‘he’s alive’!  

 

Same with the men. In Mark 16:11 they too are sure that Jesus is dead. 16:13 says 

they reject the reports about Jesus being alive because on Friday they too watched 

him die and be sealed in the tomb. But then in 16:20 they preach to others that Jesus 

is alive. They completely change their minds and their message. The good news is 

that we can change! 

 

Don’t believe the old saying that ‘an old dog can’t learn new tricks. Don’t believe the 

lie that the way you’ve always been is the way you must be. Bitter people can 

sweeten. The stingy can turn generous. Addicts can be set free and sinners can 

become saints. Jesus’ empty tomb proclaims to us that even the dead can live. 

 

But how? Is it as easy as the self-help teachers say? ‘just read their books and heed 

their advice? Try harder each day to break your bad habits and learn healthier ones’? 

Can we change ourselves?  

 

The Bible doesn’t say that on Sunday the disciples read Aristotle’s insights or 

attended a seminar on ‘how to overcome their fear’ and so were changed.  

 

All four Gospels say that the disciples were dramatically changed when they saw 

Jesus risen from the dead. He changed their minds and their message and their lives 

forever. 

 

Mark 16:8 tells us that early Sunday morning the female disciples were “trembling, 

bewildered, frightened and silent” and 16:10 says the male disciples were “grieving 

and weeping”.  



 

Some of you can identify with them for you too are in a season of loss. Some of you 

have lost your job and your income and you feel bewildered and frightened.  

 

Others have lost a loved one because of death and so you grieve and weep. Many 

have lost their health and their confidence that tomorrow will be better than today. 

Some have lost so much they can barely speak about it.  

 

Like Job in the Old Testament, who lost almost everything dear to him (his job, his 

income, his children and his health), “some suffering is too great for words” (Job 

2:13).  

 

In our season of loss what do we need the most? The answer is not so much what we 

need, but who we need. We need the Lord!  

 

We need the One who took our sin upon him and died the death that we deserve to 

die - the One who loves us so much that “he who knew no sin became sin for us that 

we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). We need a 

personal encounter with the risen Lord.  

 

This is what changes the disciples from being scared, sad, silent and certain that 

Jesus is dead. By the end of Mark 16 they are over their fear, overcome with joy, and 

outside of their locked room telling everyone that ‘Jesus is alive!’ 

 

Job too was dramatically changed and Job 42 details how blessed he was after his 

season of loss. The key to Job’s 180-degree life change was not in any philosophy like 

‘the power of positive thinking’. He didn’t just will and work his way to becoming 

different.  

 

No! He had a face-to-face encounter with the Author of life who “makes all things 

new” (Revelation 21:5). Job said that he had formerly “only heard of God but 

everything changed when he saw God with his eyes” (Job 42:5). 

 



A personal encounter with the risen Lord is what you and I need this Easter Sunday. 

We need him more than we need anything else, for when we meet Jesus our lives 

begin to change. His power over death enables us to do a complete 180 in the way 

we think, the way we act and in what we believe. Drawing near to him in worship 

empowers us make a u-turn on the life road that we’ve been travelling.  

 

A young mother was driving with her young son in the car late at night. They were 

going home but the road they were on had been washed out by days of rain and 

flooding. A large wooden barrier stretched across the road telling her and all not to 

drive further but to make a u-turn and follow the detoured route.  

 

She ignored the sign and drove around the barrier only to find that the road was 

indeed flooded and dangerous. As she tried to get out of that situation, she lost a 

grip on her son and he was swept away to his death. Many people grieved for this 

boy and his mom in her loss as well as prayed for her.  

 

It’s tragic and a stark reminder to us that, “there is a way to live that seems right to 

us at the time but in the end it leads to death” (Proverbs 14:12). Left to our own 

smarts and devices we would never change. We’d continue to live for self and sin 

and proudly preach, ‘this is the way I am, like it or lump it’. We’d keep driving down 

the same old road to guaranteed tragedy. 

 

But praise God that today we can change. We can make a U-turn off of any negative 

and destructive road that we’re on because of Jesus. He is the resurrection and the 

life and because he defeated death and the devil for us we too can live forever (John 

11:25-26).  

 

Because Jesus is alive, for his disciples “death now has no sting and the grave has no 

victory”. Because of Jesus, all who know him, “will be transformed” (1 Corinthians 

15:51-57). 

 

A movie I highly recommend, and the book it is based on, are both called ‘A Case for 

Christ’.  Check them out this week while you have extra time at home. They tell Lee 



Strobel’s life story as the award-winning legal editor of The Chicago Tribune, who, as 

an atheist set out to disprove the Bible’s account of Jesus. 

 

In order to make his case solid, Lee read the New Testament and interviewed many 

scholars asking, ‘did Jesus exist and if so, did he really die and rise again?’ But instead 

of gaining ammunition for his atheistic argument, Lee’s thesis began to weaken the 

more he researched.  

 

As he read the accounts of Jesus changing the lives of so many people in the Gospels, 

Lee began to see his own need to change. His wife, Leslie, had already been 

converted by Jesus a few years earlier and her relationship with Jesus impressed him.  

 

As he met the risen Lord in the Gospels, Lee came to admit that he was wrong and 

that he was a sinner who needed God’s forgiveness. So began his greatest life change 

at the age of 29. Lee is now one of Christianity’s noted defenders whose life work is 

to help others meet the risen Jesus and so be changed forever.  

 

Say this with me: Jesus is risen. He is risen, indeed! Believe this with me: Jesus is 

risen. He is risen, indeed!  

 

Communion: (have wine/juice and bread/cracker ready to partake) 

 

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said,  

“This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

Then, after supper he also took the cup, saying,  

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.”  

 

Here is the body of Christ, broken to make you whole (eat bread).  

Here is the blood of Christ, shed to make you clean (drink wine). 

 

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 11:26, “As often as you eat this bread and 



drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes”. 

 

 

Listen to: ‘Because He Lives’ (by William & Gloria Gaither) by clicking the blue url link 

- or read the lyrics below:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Juryr-5MWYg 

 

 

1. God sent His son, they called Him Jesus. He came to love, heal and forgive. 

He lived and died to buy my pardon. 

An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives. 

 

chorus: Because He lives, I can face tomorrow. Because He lives, all fear is gone. 

Because I know He holds the future 

And life is worth the living, just because He lives 

 

2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby and feel the pride and joy he gives. 

But greater still the calm assurance: 

This child can face uncertain day, because He lives 

 

chorus: (above) 

 

3. And then one day, I'll cross the river. I'll fight life's final war with pain. 

And then, as death gives way to victory 

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives. 

 

chorus: (above) 

 

Let’s pray: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 


