
 

Farringdon Church 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2020 
 

 

 



Sunday April 26, 2020 Mini-Worship Service from Rev. Mike Rattee 

Pray: 

Almighty God, under your wings there is room and protection for all.  

Have mercy on we who sin and on the sick.  

We lift up all who are low today, asking you to restore them. 

Calm the anxious and strengthen our front-line workers. 

We thank you for all who risk their health so we can be well. 

We praise you that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus.  

Draw near to the isolated so they will know they are not alone.  

Provide for the unemployed and underemployed and keep them hopeful.  

Help us to be generous like you. 

Bless your church today around the world and help us to share your good news 

with those near us.  

We ask in Jesus' mighty name, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit forever. 

Amen. 

 

Listen to:  

The children’s hymn, Lord, I Lift Your Name On High (author Donnie McClurkin, 

sung by Veggietales) by clicking the blue url 

link:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cefx71mSyA or read the lyrics below: 

Verse: Lord, I lift your name on high. Lord, I love to sing your praises. I'm so glad 

you're in my life. I'm so glad you came to save us. 

Chorus: You came from heaven to earth to show the way, from the earth to the 

cross my debt to pay, from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky. Lord I 

lift your name on high. 

 

 



Read Hosea 4:1-10: 

1 Hear the word of the Lord, O people of Israel! The Lord has brought charges 

against you, saying: “There is no faithfulness, no kindness, no knowledge of God in 

your land. 

2 You make vows and break them; you kill and steal and commit adultery. There is 

violence everywhere—one murder after another. 

3 That is why your land is in mourning, and everyone is wasting away. Even the 

wild animals, the birds of the sky, and the fish of the sea are disappearing. 

4 “Don’t point your finger at someone else and try to pass the blame! My 

complaint, you priests, is with you. 

5 So you will stumble in broad daylight, and your false prophets will fall with you in 

the night. And I will destroy Israel, your mother. 

6 My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me. Since you priests 

refuse to know me, I refuse to recognize you as my priests. Since you have 

forgotten the laws of your God, I will forget to bless your children. 

7 The more priests there are, the more they sin against me. They have exchanged 

the glory of God for the shame of idols. 

8 “When the people bring their sin offerings, the priests get fed. So the priests are 

glad when the people sin! 

9 ‘And what the priests do, the people also do.’So now I will punish both priests 

and people for their wicked deeds. 

10 They will eat and still be hungry. They will play the prostitute and gain nothing 

from it, for they have deserted the Lord to worship other gods. 

 

 

 

 

 



Read 1 John 2:3-23: 

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands.  

4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and 

the truth is not in that person.  

5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This 

is how we know we are in him:  

6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 

have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard.  

8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 

9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 

darkness.  

10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing 

in them to make them stumble.  

11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in 

the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has 

blinded them. 

12 I am writing to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on 

account of his name. 

13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I 

am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. 

14 I write to you, dear children, because you know the Father. I write to you, 

fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young 

men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have 

overcome the evil one. 

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love 

for the Father is not in them.  



16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.  

17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives 

forever. 

18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last 

hour.  

19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had 

belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that 

none of them belonged to us. 

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 

21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do 

know it and because no lie comes from the truth.  

22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is 

the Antichrist—denying the Father and the Son.  

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has 

the Father also. 

 

Mike's Message: More Important Than What You Know Is Who You Know (1 John 

2:3-23) 

You've heard it said that, 'a little knowledge is a dangerous thing'. Never was this 

more true than when a man decided to skydive without taking the beginner's 

lessons. He just watched some Youtube videos and said, 'I too want to jump out of 

a plane and parachute down to the ground'. 

So, he buys a parachute and hires a pilot, and off they fly up to 12,000 feet. He 

jumps out of the plane, but, you guessed it, his parachute won't open. He free falls 

for ten seconds while the wind hits his face at 200 km/h. No matter what he tries, 

his chute won't open. 



He tries to recall what he learned from the Youtube videos but draws a blank. They 

didn't cover this kind of problem. Ten more seconds pass by and now he sees the 

ground coming closer and faster. 

He starts to panic when, all of a sudden, he sees a man flying up from the ground 

toward him who has no jet pack or parachute on – nothing. Desperate for help, he 

yells to the man, 'Do you know anything about how to fix a parachute?' The other 

1 guy yells back, 'No! Do you know anything about how to fix a propane BBQ?" A 

little knowledge is a dangerous thing. 

This is especially true when it comes to spiritual knowledge. John writes three little 

letters tucked at the end of the New Testament just before his final book called 

Revelation. We call them '1st, 2nd, 3rd John'. He writes these letters and repeats 

one word over & over again: K-N-O-W. Know. 

Listen to 1 John 2:3-5: “3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his 

commands.4 Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a 

liar 5 This is how we know we are in him”. know, know, know, know – four times in 

three short verses. 

Again in 2:14: “I write to you because you know the Father and because you know 

him who is from the beginning”. - 2 more 'knows' in 1 verse. 

Here's 2:18-23: 18 “This is how we know it is the last hour. 20 All of you know the 

truth. 21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because 

you do know it. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; but whoever knows 

the Son has the Father also”. 5 more times - K-N-O-W, 

Finally verse 29 says. “You know that he is righteous and you know that everyone 

who does what is right has been born of him.” I won't go through the whole book 

but John says dozens of times, 'I want you to know this. You gotta know this. I 

write this so you'll know'. 

It sounds like his church had a knowledge problem - so much they didn't know and 

needed to know. This doesn't mean they were uneducated and had low IQ scores. 

John's not talking about their general knowledge of being head smart, which is 

what you need today if you want to win big on a game show like Jeopardy or Who 



Wants to be a Millionaire? You have to know a lot of facts and trivia like a walking 

encyclopedia. 

John doesn't care what we know about the world. His #1 concern is that we know 

the Word, the Word of God, who is Jesus. More important than what you know is 

who you know. We need life-changing spiritual knowledge, which comes from 

knowing God personally through Christ. 

And in this area, some in his church were ignorant, which means they didn't know. 

Some had only a little knowledge of Jesus, which is as dangerous to our spirit and 

our soul as trying to skydive without solid training. 

Some in his church said, 'I'm a Christian, but I still love to sin. I go to church on 

Sunday, then live like I want Monday to Saturday.' Others said, 'Oh, I believe in 

God but only God. I don't believe Jesus is equal to God. I'm a Jehovah-only 

believer'. Some said, 'I love Jesus but hate everyone who gets in my way. I repay 

those who hurt me'. And some Christians were saying, 'I don't know if I'm a true 

Christian. I sin so much that I fear that God will kick me to the curb in the end'. 

It was a full smorgasbord from 'I don't know' to 'I claim to know, but don't really 

know'. Some knew Christ; others didn't. They were a wonky group who gathered 

together to sing hymns and take communion. Maybe, a little bit like the Church 

today? 

We're a smorgasbord of all kinds of people who struggle to know the truth and 

then struggle to live out the truth that we claim to know. Not long ago, I was 

reading a Bible passage in the morning that was very clear about what I should do 

and not do. It spoke to me but by that same afternoon I had already failed to do 

what I knew to be true. I completely ignored what God said & did my own thing. 

Most of us are still ignorant spiritually – please, don't be offended by that word. I 

don't mean ignorant as in 'rude'. The literal meaning of ignorant is 'to not know'. 

Our knowledge is partial. Children are ignorant when it comes to algebra. They 

don't know it yet. We all differ in terms of our spiritual knowledge but one thing 

unites us – we all need to grow in our knowledge of Jesus. 



John's concern is that we know Jesus personally. He says in 1:1, 'He who is from 

the beginning, whom we heard, and have seen with our eyes, and touched with 

our hands — to you we proclaim him, the Word of life.' 

So, the first question I ask you and myself today is, 'Do I know Jesus in a personal 

life-changing way?' Not, 'Do I know a lot about Jesus? Can I score 90% or higher on 

a Bible knowledge test?' But, 'Is he my Master, Lord, and Saviour, with whom I 

fellowship each day?' 

You and I know about our prime minister – facts like his name and family and 

where he lives, maybe even some of his hobbies, but can any of us say, 'I know him 

personally. I talked with him today.'? I can't. 

Knowing about Jesus neither saves nor satisfies our souls. But knowing him does. I 

recall an old cartoon which showed people lined up at the gates of heaven and St. 

Peter is asking them to pick one of two doors to walk through into eternity. Door 1 

is labeled 'I want to see God' and on the other side is paradise. Door 2 is labeled 'I 

want to discuss God' and on the other side is a sheer cliff, presumably sending 

people to hell. More important than what you know is who you know. 

This is why the prophet Hosea is so upset when he speaks for God saying, “My 

people are being destroyed by their lack of knowledge – they don't know me” 

(Hosea 4:6). They were religious but not righteous. They could discuss God and the 

Old Testament laws all day till the cows came home but they didn't know their 

Maker maritally or intimately. They were more in love with idols than with God. 

It's interesting how God uses marriage as the main metaphor for how he wants to 

relate to us and us to him. In both Old and New Testaments God calls himself the 

bridegroom and us his bride. As a husband and a wife know each other intimately, 

that's how we're to know God. Anything less than a whole-life embrace of and 

commitment to Jesus leaves us in our sad, sinful state. What you know is not as 

important as who you know. 

I write so that you will know him, John says. But some were asking, 'How can I 

know that I know him?' Great question. How is that we know anything for sure? 

Well, usually we have to be tested. Why do teachers give us tests? It's not to make 

school harder and certainly not to trip us up and cause us to fail. Properly 



designed, tests do two important things for us: 1. they reveal what we know and 2. 

they reinforce what we know. Tests show what we know and strengthen our 

knowledge. 

So, let's take the two tests teacher John gives us to see if we know Jesus or not. 

1st. Do I obey his commands? (2:3). Some don't, which is why John says, “The one 

who says, ‘I know Jesus,’ but does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him.”(2:4) Wow, that's pretty clear! John doesn’t leave us guessing 

about what he means. A person who practices sin is a liar who doesn't know Jesus 

personally. 

I give us two cautions though: First, we don't obey Jesus 100% of the time. We 

can't. Only he is perfect. So, we all struggle with sin. But there's the key word: 

struggle. Unbelievers don't struggle. They're okay with their sin. What Jesus 

commands isn't even on their radar. But we confess our sin and repent of it, asking 

for forgiveness, which is proof that Jesus lives in us by his Holy Spirit. 

There's a vast difference between a student who attends no classes and does no 

assignments and one who does try her hardest even though her grades aren't 

great. One of them eventually gets an 'F'. 

I shared earlier about how I ignored God's word just hours after reading it. I 

disobeyed, which happens more than I like to admit. Each time I do, I lament it. 

But I can tell you that my heart's desire is to obey him more because I've tasted 

the joy of that. It's the joy a child feels when he obeys his dad and sees his smile. 

It's the joy a husband feels when he willingly does what his wife asks to help her 

out. Obeying Jesus increases our joy.  

My 2nd caution is to not reverse the order. Obeying Jesus is proof that we know 

him, not the way to know him. That is, we're saved by faith in Him, not by our 

good works of trying to obey him. His saving grace causes us to change just like the 

wind causes the leaves to blow. Blowing leaves do not create the wind. He is the 

source who enables us to obey. Jesus is more than just a therapist who dispenses 

good advice that we can either act on or ignore. No, he is the Lord God, Creator of 

all who forgives us our sins, saves us by his grace, and lives in us that we want to 

obey him and can obey him. 



Test 1 is simple: Do I try to do what Jesus says every day? Are his commands my 

delight even though I fail to completely obey them? 

Test 2 is equally simple and profound: Do I love people like Jesus says I should? 

John says in 2:6 that we must 'live as Jesus lived', which doesn't mean to eat what 

he ate and dress like he dressed but to love like he loved. 2:9-11 says, 'If we love 

our brothers and sisters, we know Jesus. If we hate people, then we can't know 

Christ, for he is love'. John repeats this in 1 Jn. 4:7-8. 

Do you have a hit list in your mind of someone who hurt you and you hope they 

get hurt in return? If you don't, I say, 'Good for you, and I am shocked'. Most 

Christians I know, including myself, have been hurt by people and our natural 

response is to retaliate – either by flight or flight. We either payback or avoid our 

enemies to show them how hurt we are. I think it was Dr. Phil who said, 'Hurting 

people, hurt people'. 

If not careful, we can let that hurt grow into hate. We can spend hours rehashing 

the hurt and plotting out in our minds what we would do if we could do it and get 

away with it – all of which damages our hearts and souls and robs us of God's 

peace and joy. The greatest solution and only way forward is to love, to forgive the 

offender and release him or her to God. 

Loving our enemies, as Jesus loves his enemies, is the new commandment Jesus 

gives us (2:8). The Jewish standard at the time was 'eye for eye and tooth for 

tooth'. Do to people as they do to you – no more and no less. But Jesus says, 

'Forgive your enemies and pray for those who speak evil against you' (Matthew 

5:44). He asks us to do what we naturally wouldn't do. And the proof that we know 

Jesus is that we choose to forgive and love like Jesus does. Again, his Spirit living in 

us enables us to do what is hard to do. 

There are billions of examples of Christians forgiving every day that never make 

the news headlines but one did in October 2019. A female police officer in Dallas 

mistakenly killed an unarmed young man in his own apartment. She was convicted 

and sentenced to ten years in prison. In court, the deceased's brother read his 

victim impact statement and then told the officer that he forgives her and asked 

the judge if he could hug her.  



He did and reporters broadcasted around the world what they witnessed. 

Everyone tried to interview the brother, asking him, “Why would you do that after 

she killed your brother? Aren't you worried about what message this sends to 

those who murder?” He replied, 'My hope is that she gives her life to Christ”. 

Forgiveness is neither easy to give nor understand. Many remained angry at him 

for bringing his religion into court and somehow downplaying the justice system. I 

say that he is showing us what it means to truly know Jesus by obeying his 

commands, acting like Jesus would and forgiving those who hurt us the most. 

We may never have to take that huge of a test – to forgive someone who killed our 

family member. But we will have a similar test today when we're tempted to hold 

a grudge against our spouse. Tomorrow our kids might neglect us and our 

competitors might back-stab us. There's another test – will I live like Jesus lived 

and forgive? Someone at some point will push our buttons that makes us want to 

retaliate. 

Forgive, as God in Christ has forgiven you. Love them as he does. “By this all 

people will know that you're my disciples – if you have love for each other.” 

(John 13:35). And by this you'll know that you've been born again and Christ lives 

in you. More important than what you know is who you know. 

Listen to: the hymn ‘You Are My All In All' (author Dennis Jernigan, sung by Gaither 

Vocal Band) by clicking the blue url link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xDZZ0-F5EKk or read the lyrics below: 

1. You are my strength when I am weak. You are the treasure that I seek. You are 

my all in all. 

Seeking you as a precious jewel, Lord to give up I'd be a fool. You are my all in all.  

Chorus: Jesus, Lamb of God, Worthy is your Name (repeat) 

2. Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, rising again I bless your name. You are my 

all in all. 

         When I fall down you pick me up. When I am dry you fill my cup. You are my 

all in all.  

Chorus: Jesus, Lamb of God, Worthy is your Name (repeat) 



 

Let’s pray: (The Farringdon Church Prayer) 

Loving God, our Heavenly Father,  

We thank you for welcoming us into your family of believers throughout the world.  

May our church always be a place that is a spiritual home to people of all ages.  

May we receive with open arms all who enter our lives.  

May we embrace them with the love of Christ.  

May we remember our mission to share the good news of your forgiving love to all 

who seek you.  

Give us the grace and determination to be like our Saviour in the way we live, the 

way we love and the way we serve.  

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 

In celebration of Shirley Lehman’s 90th Birthday on April 15th, flowers 

were sent to her home from her Farringdon Family    


