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2 PETER | PRACTICAL TEACHING ON COMING CONDITIONS 

SESSION 6 | 2 PETER 2:6-11 

2 PETER 2:4-8 | THE FALSE PROPHETS AND THEIR DOOM 

• Verses 4-5 – see session 6 
• Verses 6-8 –  

o Illustration #3: Sodom and Gomorrha 
o Verse 6 –  

§ Peter reminds his readers of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha when the Lord 
turned them into ashes, referring to Genesis 19:24. In doing this, the Lord 
condemned them with an overthrow.  

• The word overthrow is καταστροφή [katastrophe]. A strophe is a turn, 
and the prefix kata advances it to the farthest degree possible. These 
cities then became an ensample unto those that after should live 
ungodly.  

• The word ungodly is ἀσεβέω [asebeo], with the root of sebo, “to show 
reverence” and the negator prefix. Thus it is not only an ensample to 
those who practice homosexuality, but all the ungodly.  

§ While some argue that ensample is different than example, most dictionaries 
argue that they are synonymous. Compare John 13:15 where the same Greek is 
used. 

o Verse 7 –  
§ Peter reminds his readers of the deliverance of just Lot.  

• Do not read as “only Lot” but “righteous Lot.”  
• Only by commentary in the New Testament do we find Lot mentioned 

as righteous.  
• As any righteous man would be in such a city, he was vexed with the 

filthy conversation of the wicked.  
o The word vexed is καταπονέω [kataponeo] - the ultimate poneo 

- pain. 
o The word conversation is ἀναστροφή [anastrophe], from 

strophe, a turn (as overthrow, above), with the prefix ana, 
again. The word speaks of the comings and goings of an 
individual through life. 

o Verse 8 –  
§ Still speaking of Lot, Peter says that he vexed his righteous soul with their 

unlawful deeds.  
• Here the word vexed is βασανίζω [basanizo], typically translated 

torment.  
• Verses 7-8 give us all we know about Lot being righteous (there is also a 

comment in the Wisdom of Solomon apocryphal book).  
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• Verse 9 –  
o One does not need to be concerned that the Lord will be able to deliver the godly for 

the Lord knoweth how to do so.  
§ The word used for knoweth is the word for intuitive knowledge, a knowledge 

that requires no effort.  
§ The word temptations is πειρασμός [peirasmos], from which we get pirate. The 

word temptations was used in 1611 to refer to trials, and the word peirasmos is 
a test or trial (like being captured by pirates!).  

o On the day of judgment (the Second Coming) the unjust will be punished. 
• Verse 10 –  

o Those who will be reserved for punishment are described. 
§ They walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness. That is, their passion is 

fueled by lust and they follow their passions. 
§ They despise government. The word despise is καταφρονέω [kataphroneo], 

where phroneo is “to think.” The word government is κυριότης [kuriostes], 
which is lordship. Therefore, these are those who cannot stand to think about 
anyone having any kind of lordship over them. 

§ They are presumptuous - The Oxford English Dictionary defines this as one who 
is “unduly confident or bold.”  

§ They are selfwilled - self-explanatory in its context. 
§ They are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. The word dignities is δόξα [doxa], 

glories. This thought is continued in verse 11. 
• Verse 11 –  

o Those who are wicked, as described in verse 10, are more bold than angels, who will 
themselves bring not railing accusations against the doxa (dignities).  

o Those who are willing to put themselves in positions where even angels fear to tread are 
wicked indeed. 


